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PRELIMINARY CORRESPONDENCE
LE T T E R S O F  IN V IT A T IO N  ISSU ED  BY T H E  IN D IA N  

R ED  CROSS SO CIETY

T o  t h e  P r e s id e n t s  o r  C h a ir m e n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e d  C r o ss ,

R e d  C r e s c e n t , R e d  L i o n  a n d  S u n  S o c ie t ie s

New Delhi, the 22nd M ay 1956.
D e a r  M r . C h a ir m a n  ( P r e s i d e n t ) ,

T he X V III th  International R ed Cross Conference having accepted our offer to receive the next In te r
national Conference in New Delhi, the Ind ian  R ed Cross Society has the honour to invite your Society to 
participate.

T he Conference will be held from the 21st* Jan u ary  to 5th February. 1957. A provisional program m e 
and agenda, as adopted by the Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross, are enclosed for your 
inform ation and we shall be grateful if you will subm it any suggested additions or am endm ents to the proposed 
agenda a t your earliest convenience to the Standing Commission of the International R ed Cross, 7 Avenue 
de la  Paix, Geneva (Switzerland).

A t a later date, we will send you details concerning transportation to New Delhi, hotel accommodation 
and  other information which m ay facilitate your journey and assist in m aking your visit w ith us a m emorable 
one. W e are, however, enclosing with the present letter some inform ation concerning the inoculations which 
will be necessary or advisable before making the journey.

A separate invitation will be addressed to your Governm ent which is party  to the Geneva Convention 
for the Amelioration of the Condition of the W ounded and Sick in Armies in the Field and, as such, under 
Article I of the Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross and  Article 1 (b) of the Rules o f Procedure of the 
In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross is a regular m em ber of the Conference w ith power to vote. We 
should be most grateful if N ational Societies would urge their Governments to send delegations in  addition to 
the accredited representatives sent by the N ational Society.

T he Ind ian  R ed Cross Society is particularly glad to have the opportunity of welcoming the N ational 
R ed Cross, R ed Crescent and R ed Lion and Sun Societies, as well as the Governm ental representatives, to Ind ia  
and trusts tha t it will be possible for your Society to honour the Conference w ith its presence.

Yours sincerely,

A M R IT  K A U R  
C hairm an, C entral M anaging Body.

T h e  M in is t e r s  f o r  F o r e ig n  A f f a ir s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  

P a r t y  t o  t h e  G e n e v a  C o n v e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  A m e l i o r a t io n  o f  

t h e  C o n d it i o n  o f  t h e  W o u n d e d  a n d  S ic k  i n  A r m ie s  in  t h e  

F i e l d  (1864, 1906, 1929 o r  1949)
New Delhi, the 22nd M ay 1956.

Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y ,

T he Ind ian  R ed Cross Society, having been charged w ith the responsibility of convening the X lX th  
In ternational R ed Cross Conference in New Delhi, has the honour to invite Your Excellency’s Government to 
participate.

T he Ind ian  R ed Cross Society expresses the wish th a t all Governments party  to the Geneva Convention 
for the Amelioration of the Condition of the W ounded and Sick in Armies in the Field ( 1864, 1906, 1929 or 
1949) m ay be represented a t this Conference by official delegates who, under the Statutes and Rules of 
Procedure of the In ternational R ed Cross, are regular members of the Conference w ith all its privileges and 
prerogatives, including the right to vote.

A separate invitation has been sent to the President (Chairm an) of your N ational R ed Cross (Red Crescent, 
R ed Lion and Sun) Society. T he Conference will be held in New Delhi from  the 24th* Jan u ary  to 5th February

*Due to various circumstances, the Standing Commission decided on 13th December 1956 that the opening of the Conference 
should be postponed until 28th October 1957.
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1957. A provisional program m e and  agenda, both adopted by the Standing Commission of the In ternational 
Red Cross, are enclosed for your information.

T he Ind ian  R ed Cross Society is particularly glad to have the opportunity of welcoming to Ind ia  the 
distinguished representatives of the N ational Governments which have recognised the hum anitarian  principles 
of the R ed Cross in subscribing to the Geneva Conventions and  trusts th a t Your Excellency’s Governm ent 
will see in the forthcoming Conference a gathering w orthy of its official participation.

Accept, Y our Excellency, the assurances of m y highest consideration.

Yours sincerely,

A M R IT  K A U R  
C hairm an, Central M anaging Body.

O r g a n is a t io n s  i n v i t e d  a s  O b s e r v e r s *

New Delhi, the 23rd Ju n e  1956.
D e a r  S i r ,

T he Indian  R ed Cross Society having been charged w ith the responsibility of receiving and  organising 
the X lX th  International R ed Cross Conference, which is to be held in New Delhi, we have the honour to invite 
(nam e of the organisation) to participate as an  observer, as authorised under Article 3 of the Rules of Procedure 
of the In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross.

T he Conference will be held from the 24th"j" Jan u ary  to 5th February, 1957. A provisional program m e 
and  agenda, as adopted by the Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross, are enclosed for your 
information.

A t a later date, we will send you details concerning transportation to New Delhi, hotel accom m odation 
and other information which m ay facilitate your journey and make your visit w ith us a m em orable one. W e 
are, however, enclosing w ith the present letter some inform ation concerning the inoculations which will be 
necessary or advisable before m aking the journey. T he Ind ian  R ed Cross Society is particularly glad to have 
the opportunity of welcoming your organisation to Ind ia  and  trusts th a t it will be possible for you to honour the 
Conference w ith your presence.

Yours sincerely,

BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I 
Secretary General.

* A similar letter was sent to certain Indian national organisations.
f  Due to various circumstances, the Standing Commission decided on 13th December 1956 that the opening of the Conference 

should be postponed until 28th October 1957.
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V III .
IX .
X.

X I.

I.
II.

I I I .
IV.

V.
V I.

I.
II.

GENERAL THEME: PROTECTION OF POPULATIONS

I

C O U N C IL  O F DELEGATES

Election of the C hairm an, V ice-Chairm an and  Secretaries of the Council o f Delegates.
Approval of the draft agenda of the Conference draw n up  by the S tanding Commission. 
Nom ination of the Chairm an, Vice-Chairm en, Secretary-General and  Assistant Secretaries of the 
Conference.

II

PLENARY SESSIONS 

R eport of the Council of Delegates.
Election of the Chairm an, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary-General and  Assistant Secretaries (the Bureau 
of the Conference is constituted in accordance w ith Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure of the In ter
national R ed Cross Conference).
A ppointm ent of Commissions of the Conference :
(a) International H um anitarian  Law Commission;
(b) Medico-Social Commission ;
(c) General Commission;
(d) D rafting Committee.
R eport o f the Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross.
R eport by the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross and the League of R ed Cross Societies on 
the  action taken on the Resolutions of the X V III th  In ternational R ed Cross Conference.
R eport of the In ternational H um anitarian  Law Commission.
R eport o f the Medico-Social Commission.
R eport of the G eneral Commission.
R ed Cross as a  factor in  W orld Peace.
Election of m embers of the S tanding Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross.
Place and  date of the X X th  In ternational R ed Cross Conference.

I l l

M E ETIN G S O F C O M M ISSIO N S 

A. I n t e r n a t io n a l  H u m a n i t a r ia n  L a w  C o m m is s io n  

Election of the C hairm an, V ice-Chairm en, R apporteur and Secretaries.
Proposal of international Regulations concerning the protection of civilian population against the 
danger of indiscriminate warfare.
Role of N ational Societies in the sphere of Civilian Protection.
Geneva Conventions :
(a) ratification, diffusion and application;
(b) application to Police officers of the provisions of the fourth Geneva Convention.
Legal assistance to foreigners.
Prohibition of Atomic Experiments.

B. M e d i c o -S o c ia l  C o m m is s io n

Election of the Chairm an, Vice-Chairmen, R apporteur and  Secretaries.
R eport of the In ternational Commission for medical equipment.
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I I I .  Role of N ational R ed Cross Societies as auxiliaries to the public authorities in tim e of peace and  in 
time of w ar :
(a) Medico-Social field (first aid, establishment of hospitals, blood transfusion, m aternity  and  child 

welfare, nutrition, public health  education) ;
(b) Nursing (organisation, recruitm ent and training of professional and  auxiliary personnel, etc.) ;
(c) Ju n io r R ed Cross (organisation—development of health and  life protection program m e—-training 

of future R ed Cross leaders—collaboration w ith the educational authorities, etc.).

C . G e n e r a l  C o m m is s io n

I. Election of the C hairm an, V ice-Chairm en, R apporteur and Secretaries.
I I . Reports of N ational R ed Cross, R ed Crescent and  R ed Lion and Sun Societies.

I I I .  R eport of the International Committee of the R ed Cross.
IV . R eport of the League of R ed Cross Societies.
V . R eport of the Jo in t Commission of the Empress Shoken Fund.

V I. Reports on the funds adm inistered by the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross :
(a) Allocation of the income of the Augusta Fund;
(b) Florence Nightingale M edal.

V II. Financing of the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross :
(a) R eport of the Commission for the financing of the In ternational Com m ittee;
(b) R eport o f the Council o f the Foundation of the In ternational Committee.

V III . M eans by which Governments could increase facilities accorded by them  to N ational Societies w ith 
reference also to the centralisation and  coordination of N ational and  In ternational relief action 
through the R ed Cross.

IX . Adoption of Russian as a working language by the Conference.

D .  D r a f t i n g  C o m m it t e e

I. Election of the C hairm an, M embers and  Secretary.
II . D rafting and coordination o f resolutions.
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GENERAL PROGRAMME

TH U R SD A Y , 2 4 t h  O C TO B ER
10.00 a.m . S tanding Finance Commission of the League of R ed Cross Societies.

3.00 p.m . Commission for the Financing of the International Com m ittee of the R ed Cross.

FRID A Y , 2 5 t h  O C T O B E R

10.00 a.m . Executive Com m ittee of the League of R ed Cross Societies (77th session).

3.00 p.m . S tanding Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross.

SATURDAY, 2 6 t h  O C T O B E R

10.00 a.m . Board of Governors of the League of R ed Cross Societies (24th session).

3.00 p.m . Board of Governors of the League of R ed Cross Societies (24th session).

M ONDAY, 2 8 t h  O C T O B E R

9.00 a.m . Council of Delegates of the In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross.
11.30 a.m. O pening Ceremony of the X lX th  International Conference.

2.30 p.m . Plenary Session of the International Conference of the R ed Cross.

TU ESD A Y , 2 9 t h  O C T O B E R

10.00 a .m . P lenary Session.

11.00 a.m . G eneral Commission of the International Conference of the R ed Cross.
In ternational H um anitarian Law Commission of the In ternational Conference o f the 
R ed Cross.
M edico-Social Commission of the International Conference of the R ed Cross.

3.00 p.m . G eneral Commission of the In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross.
In ternational H um anitarian  Law  Commission of the International Conference of the 
R ed Cross.
Medico-Social Commission of the In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross.

W EDNESDAY, 3 0 t h  O C T O B E R

10.00 a.m. G eneral Commission.
In ternational H um anitarian  Law Commission.
Medico-Social Commission.

3.00 p.m . General Commission.
International H um anitarian  Law Commission.
Medico-Social Commission.

TH U R SD A Y , 3 1 s t  O C T O B E R

10.00 a.m . General Commission.
International H um anitarian  Law Commission.
Medico-Social Commission.

3.00 p.m. General Commission.
International H um anitarian  Law Commission.
Medico-Social Commission.

FR ID A Y , 1s t  N O V EM B ER

10.00 a.m . In ternational H um anitarian  Law Commission.
Medico-Social Commission.

3.00 p.m . In ternational H um anitarian  Law Commission.
Medico-Social Commission.
Study Commission for the R ed Cross Centenary.
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SATURDAY, 2 n d  N O V EM B ER

10.00 a.m. In ternational H um anitarian  Law Commission.
Medico-Social Commission.

M ONDAY, 4 t h  N O V EM B ER

10.00 a.m . Board of Governors of the League of R ed Cross Societies (24th session).

3.00 p.m . Board of Governors o f the League o f R ed Cross Societies (24th session).

TUESDAY, 5 t h  N O V EM B ER

10.00 a.m . Board of Governors of the League of R ed Cross Societies (24th session).
3.00 p.m . Plenary session.

Address by D r. S. R adhakrishnan, Vice-President of India.

W EDNESDAY, 6 t h  N O V EM B ER

10.00 a.m . Plenary Session.

3.00 p.m . Plenary Session.

TH U R SD A Y , 7 t h  N O V EM B ER

10.00 a.m. Plenary Session.

3.00 p.m . Plenary Session
Closing M eeting of the In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross.

7.00 p.m . Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross.

All sessions, including the opening ceremony, were held a t V igyan Bhavan.
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LIST OF DELEGATES AND OBSERVERS ATTENDING THE 
XlXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 

RED CROSS

D ELEGATES R E PR E SE N T IN G  G O V E R N M EN TS AND N A TIO N A L SO C IE T IE S

ALBANIA
Red Cross
M r. M ane Nishova.

A R G EN TIN A
Government
H . E. M r. Adolfo Scilingo, Ambassador.
Red Cross
D r. Guido S. Castagnino, President.
M r. Jose Reynaldo Perrotto.

A U STR A LIA
Government
M r. W. G. A. Landale.
M r. A. M . Morris.

Red Cross
Sir Peter M acCallum , Chairm an.
M rs. L. A. Scantlebury.
M r. A. G. Brown.
Miss N. P. Minogue.

A U ST R IA
Government
H .E . Dr. A lbin Lennkh, Ambassador.
D r. Klaus R . Ziegler.

Red Cross
C ount J .  Zeno de Goess, Vice-President.

B E L G IU M
Government
H .E . C ount Geoffroy d ’Aspremont Lynden, Ambassador. 
M r. Vossen.
M r. Vranckx.
M r. V an  Roy.

Red Cross
Prince Frederic de M érode, President.
Miss Simone Vercamer.
M rs. Suzanne Lippens-Orban.

BRA ZIL
Government
Sénateur Dr. Vivaldo Palm a Lim a Filho.
Red Cross
Sénateur Dr. V ivaldo Palm a Lim a Filho, President. 
Prof. Dr. Aramis Athayde.
Lt. Gen. D r. Benjamin Gonsalves.
M r. T om  W. Sloper.
D r. Luis L. Reid.
M adam e M aria Zohra da R ocha Athayde.

BULGARIA
Government
D r. Peter V. Kolaroff, Minister.
Red Cross
Dr. Peter V. Kolaroff, President.
Prof. Dr. Nissim M evorah.
M r. Ivan Stoianoff Shikoff.
M r. D im itre Illieff Dimitroff.
M r. Ivan Gheorghieff Marinoff.

B U RM A
Red Cross
Justice U. Aung K hine, Chairm an.
T h iri Pyanchi U  T u n  T in.
M r. K. G. D. Swamy.

BY ELO RU SSIA
Government
Mrs. M aria T our, D eputy M inister.

CAM BODIA
Government
M r. L am  Sisomoutb 

Red Cross ( Observer)
D r. You Chhin.
M r. K hiou Bonthonn.

CANADA
Government
M r. Pierre Dupuy, Ambassador to Italy.
Brig. W . J . Lawson.
M r. T . P. M alone.
M r. W . M . Agnes.
Red Cross
M r. George Aitken, Chairm an, C entral Council. 
Dr. W . S. Stanbury,
M r. Jo h n  A. MacAulay.
M r. Paul Vaillancourt.
Miss M argaret E. Wilson.

CEYLON 
Government (Observer)
D r. W. A. K arunaratne.

Red Cross
M r. K . Som asuntharam , Chairm an.
Dr. W. A. K arunaratne.
Mrs. G. G. de Silva.
M rs. M . Tiruchelvam .
Mrs. K. N. R am anathan  [Observer).
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Functionaries.

C H IL E
Government
H .E. M r. Miguel. Serrano Fernandez, Ambassador. 
Red Cross
Dr. D. Agustin Inostrosa, President.
Dr. Carols T ap ia  Fernandez.

PE O PL E ’S R EPU B LIC  O F  C H IN A  
Government
H .E . M r. Pan Tzu-Li, Ambassador 
M adam e K ung Pu-Sheng.
M r. Fu Hau.
M r. Shao Tien-jen.
M r. M a M u-m ing 
M r. Chi Chao-Chu 
Red Cross
M m e. Li Teh-C huan, President.
M r. W u Yun-fu.
Dr. Woo Lan-Sung.
M r. Peng Yen.
Miss Laing Sze-Yi.

R E PU B L IC  O F  CH IN A  
Government 
M r. H an  Lih-Wu.
M r. Cheng Shih-Tun, Adviser.

CUBA
Government
Dr. Oscar Figarola é Infante.

Red Cross
Dr. Oscar Figarola é Infante.
D r. Luis M olina Comesañas.
Dr. Ju a n  M . Vega Fuentis.

C ZEC H O SLO V A K IA  
Government 
D r. J .  Cech.
D r. M . Novy.

Red Cross
D r. F. Janouch, President.
D r. J .  Rusnak.
Dr. K. Blaha.

D EN M A R K  
Government
H .E. M r. V. Theis-Nielson, Ambassador.

Red Cross
Prof. Dr. Louis Le M aire, President.
M r. Arne Fremm.
Miss K . M . Ahlmann-Ohlsen.

D O M IN IC A N  R EPU B LIC  
Government
Sr. H aji Hasham  Ismail, Consul-General.

EC U A D O R
Government
Dr. Hugo M erino Grijalva.
Dr. Ju a n  J . Moeller.
Red Cross
Dr. Hugo M erino Grijalva.
Dr. Ju a n  J .  Moeller.

EG Y PT
Government
Dr. A. F. El Bakary.
M r. Ezz El. Din El Syed Issa.

Red Crescent
Dr. Ibrah im  Shavvky (Form er H ealth  M inister).
Dr. Usman O thm an Shaib.
Mrs. Shawky (Observer).

EL SALVADOR
Government
M r. Dymas Funes-H artm an.

Red Cross
M r. Dymas Funes-H artm an, President.

E T H IO P IA

Red Cross
Mrs. Senedu Gabru.
M r. Kebede Abozin.

FIN LA N D
Government
H .E. Dr. Aaro Pakaslahti, Ambassador.

Red Cross
General A. E. M artola.
M r. K ai J .  W arras.

FRANCE
Government
H .E. M r. Paul Emile Naggiar, Ambassador.
M edecin General Inspecteur Caste Doat.
M r. Jean  Fautriere.
M r. Gaspard de-Villelume.

Red Cross
H .E. Ambassador Andre Francois-Poncet, President. 
Vicomte de Truchis.
M r. R . M erillon.

D E M O C R A T IC  R E PU B LIC  O F GERM ANY
Government
Mrs. Jenny  M atern.
Prof. Dr. Alfons Steiniger.
Mrs. M argarete Rudolph.

Red Cross
Dr. W erner Ludwig, President.
Dr. Ludwig Mecklinger.
M r. H elm ut Fichtner.

10



FED ER A L R E PU B L IC  O F G ERM A N Y
Government
D r. M uehlenhoever.
D r. Hinz.

Red Cross
Countess E tta  Waldersee, Vice-President.
M r. W alther Georg H artm ann.

G H A N A
Government
Miss Ju lian a  A. L. Lawson.

Red Cross (Observer)
Miss Ju lian a  A. L. Lawson.

G R E E C E
Government
H .E . M r. Nicolas H adji Vassiliou, Ambassador.
M r. George Papoulias.

Red Cross
H .E . M r. Nicolas H adji Vassiliou.
M r. George Papoulias.

H A IT I
Red Cross
D r. Louis Roy, President.

H O L Y  SEE
Government
H .E . the M ost Reverend Jam es R. Knox.

H U N G A R Y
Government
Prof. Dr. Laszlo Reczei.

Red Cross
M r. Joseph K arpati.

ICELA N D
Government
M r. Avinash C. Kohli.

IN D IA
Government
Shri D. P. K arm arkar (Leader), M inister of Health,

India.
Shri R . M . Patil (Dy. Leader), Public H ealth  M inister,

Mysore State.
L t. Col. C. K . Lakshm anan (Dy. Leader).
M ajor General B. M . Rao.
C aptain  B. L. Taneja.
G roup Capt. S. P. Bhatia.
Brig. K . T . M athew.
Begum B. H . Zaidi.
Sardar Fateh Singh.
Shri O m  Prakash.

Miss T . K . A dranvala.
Dr. B. L. R aina.

Red Cross
R ajkum ari Am rit K aur, C hairm an (Leader).
Sir A. Lakshmanaswami M udaliar (Dy. Leader). 
Lt. Geni. B. C haudhuri (Dy. Leader alternate). 
T he H on’ble M r. Justice B. P. Sinha.
Lt. Col. C. K . Lakshmanan.
Shri P. C. Padhi.
M ajor General B. M . Rao.
Shri K . Y. Bhandarkar.
D r. K. C. K . E. R aja.
Shrim ati Lilavati M unshi.
R ajm ata K am alendu M ati Shah.
Mrs. M ary Clubwala Jadhav .
Sardar Balwant Singh Puri.
Shri Brij M . Jolly.
Shri K . Shanker Nigam.
D r. (Mrs.) M . B. Kagal.
Shri S. R . Sen G upta.
H .H . T he M aharani o f Patiala.
Shrim ati P ratibha Singh.
Lt.-Col. D ipak Bhatia.
D r. Mrs. A. C. Parm ar.
R an i Basanta M anjari Devi.
Shri B. Das.
Dr. A bhin C handra Rao.
Begum Aizaz Rasul.
D r. (Mrs.) J .  Jayakar.
D r. B. D. Prasad.
D r. G urbux Singh.
Dr. G. L. Sharm a.
M rs. P. N. Ramaswami.
Shri C. Amritaganesan.
D r. S. K . Chatterji.
Lt. Col. C. S. B hatnagar.
M r. N. K . Petigara.
Shri M . J . B. M aneckji.
D r. J .  N. Vazifdar.
D r. Y. B. M angrulkar.
Dr. R . Kesavan Nair.
Shri S. G. Joshua.
Shri D. R . Sundaram  
Shri A. G. Naidu.
M r. B. N. Pestonjee.
Shri L. G. Sabnis.
M ajor-G eneral S. L. Bhatia.
Shri D. N. K rishniah Setty.
Shrim ati Lakshmy P. K rishnappa.
Shri V. D. Vable.
Shri A. C. Bhattacharjee.
Dr. L. K . Barooah.

IN D O N E SIA
Government
H . E. M r. R . H . A bdul K adir.
M r. Soejono Kromodimoeljo.
M r. Soegantyo Koesoemodigdo.
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IN D O N ESIA  (Contd.)

Red Cross
Col. D r. Sum am o Sosroatmodjo.
M r. Kosasih K artasasm ita.
M r. Soejono Kromodimoeljo.
M r. Soegantyo Koesoemodigdo.
H .E . M r. R . H . Abdul K ad ir (Adviser).

IR A N
Government
H .E. M r. A. A. H ekm at, Ambassador.
Red Lion and Sun 
H .E. M r. A. A. Hekm at.
H .E . D r. Abbas Naficy.
D r. H . K hatibi.
H .E . M r. Sadigh Vassighi.
Miss Parvine Hekmat.

IRA Q ,
Government
H .E . D r. Sabih A1 W ahbi.
Red Crescent
H .E . Sayid Ibrah im  M ahm ood A1 Shabandar.

IR ELA N D

Red Cross
Mrs. T om  Barry, Chairm an.

ISRAEL
Government
M r. D avid Goiten.
Magen David Adorn (Observers)
D r. Joseph Kott.
M r. M . Penn.
Dr. N. Wolff.

ITA LY
Government
H .E . Dr. Paolo Córtese, Ambassador.
D r. Gamillo Bruno.
Red Cross
General Dr. Guido Ferri, President.
Prof. Calogero Gara ci.
D r. Efisio Nonis.

JA PA N
Government (Observers)
M r. Akira Shigemitsu.
M r. Ju ji Enomoto.
M r. Taizo N akam ura.
M r. Hiroshi Susukida.
Red Cross
M r. Yoshisuke Kasai.
M r. M asutaro Inoue.
M r. Soji Oshima.
M r. Risaburo Kiuchi.
M r. Seibi O ta.

JO R D A N
Government
Dr. Ahm ed A bu Q ura.

Red Crescent
D r. Ahm ed Abu Q ura.

D E M O C R A T IC  PEO PL E S’ R E PU B L IC  O F  K O R E A  
Government
M r. Lyu K i Choon, Vice M inister.
M r. Yang Y ung Soon.

Red Cross
M r. Bai Dong K en, V ice-Chairm an.
M r. Li Bong Ke.
M r. K im  K w ang Jung .
M r. C hang W on Hi.

R E P U B L IC  O F  K O R E A
Government
M r. Hoon K im , M inister.
M r. K yu H a Choi.
Red Cross
Miss Shinsil Kim.
M r. Bum Suk Lee.

LAOS

Red Cross
D r. K oukeo Saycocie, V ice-President.

LEBANON
Government
M r. R obert K lat.

Red Cross
M rs. L aure  G eorge T abet.
M rs. Ellen H ab ib  R ihan.
M rs. H eneni T archa.
M rs. N ajla Salim  Saab.

LIBYA
Government
D r. L. D. K hatri.
M r. H am eda Zlitni.

L IE C H T E N S T E IN
Government
C ount Ferdinand Wilczek.

Red Cross
C ount Ferdinand Wilczek.

LU X E M B U R G
Government
Prof. Je a n  M uller.
Red Cross
Prof. Jean  M uller.
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MALAYA

Red Cross (Observers) 
Dr. Lee T iang Keng. 

.M rs. M. G. M acvicar.

M E X IC O

Red Cross
M r. Luis Fernandez M e Gregor, Charge D ’ Affairs.

M O N A C O
Government
M r. R . C hattaram .

Red Cross
M r. R . C hattaram .

M O N G O L IA  
Government (Observer)
D r. Balgengyn Lochin.

Red Cross ( Observers)
Mrs. D am din Tum endelger. 
M r. Baljinim W angchindorj.

NEPAL
Government ( Observer) 
Col. B. N. R ana.

PA K ISTA N
Government
G roup Capt. M ohd. Sharif.
Red Cross
Begum V iqarun Nisa Noon.
G roup C a p t M ohd. Sharif.
M r. Safdar Ali K han.

PANAM A
Government
Dr. R icardo E. Chiari.

Red Cross
M r. Ernesto de la  G uardia.

PE R U
Government
Dr. Guillermo Fernandez Davila.
Red Cross
D r. Guillermo Fernandez Davila.

P H IL IPPIN E S
Government
M r. M eliquiades J .  Gamboa.
Red Cross
Mrs. G eronim a T . Pecson, Chairm an. 
D r. Eufronio M . Alip.
Mrs. Loreto Paras Sulit.
Dr. Arsenio Tiongson (Observer).

N ETH ER LA N D S
Government
H .E . M r. H. A. H elb, Ambassador.
M r. W . F. V an  Eekelen.

Red Cross
Lt.-G en. A. G. J .  M . F. V an  der K roon. 
L t.-G en. J .  D. Schepers.

PO LA N D
Government
H .E . Dr. Juliusz Kafz-Suchy, Ambassador. 
M r. R om an Jasica (Adviser).

Red Cross
D r. (Mrs.) Irene Domanska, President.
Col. (Dr.) Tadeusz Rozniatowski.
Miss D anuta Zys.

N EW  ZEALAND
Government
M r. B. D. Zohrab.

Red Cross
Miss M argaret Magill.

N O RW A Y
Government
General August Tobiesen.
D r. Sten Florelius.

Red Cross
Mrs. H arrie t Berg, Vice-President. 
D r. Sten Florelius.
Miss D agny M artens.

PO R T U G A L
Government
Dr. A lbertino M athias, Charge D ’Affairs, Bangkok.

Red Cross
Prof. Dr. Leonardo de Castro Freire, President. 
M adam e M aria Ribeiro Espirito Santo Silva de Mello. 
Rev. Francisco M onteiro.

R U M A N IA
Government
M r. M ircea Gherm an 

Red Cross
Dr. O ctavian Belea, President. 
M adam e A ura Mesaros.
Dr. Bidulescu Auralian.

-  cvc*
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SAN M A R IN O  
Red Cross
D r. Franco Dompe.

SPAIN
Government
H .E. C ount de A rtaza, Ambassador.
Senor Don M ario Ponce de Leon.
Red Cross
H .E. Count de Artaza.
Senor Don M ario Ponce de Leon.

SUDAN
Government
Mrs. E. M . El Amin.

Red Crescent
Syed A hm ad Ib rah im  Idris.

SW EDEN
Government
H .E. Mrs. Alva M yrdal, Ambassador.
M r. I. M uller.
Mrs. Clare Nordenson.
M r. H enrik Beer.

Red Cross
M r. Justice Emil Sandstrôm, President. 
M rs. Clare Nordenson.
M r. H enrik Beer.
Mrs. Brita Florelius.
M r. Jo h n  Philipson.

SW ITZER LA N D
Government
H .E . Ambassador Paul Ruegger, M inister. 
M r. Jean  de R ham , Minister.
D r. K arl Brunner.
Colonel Brig. H ans Meuli.
Red Cross
Prof. A. V on Albertini.
D r. Hans Haug.
Dr. K. M . Stockmeyer.

SYRIA 
Red Crescent
M me. Abou Richet, President.
D r. Chaowkat Chatty.
Col. Shalabi.
M aj. Dr. Nasri.
M r. Soubhi Bey Oudjil.

TH A ILA N D
Government
H .E. M r. Bun Charoenchai, Ambassador. 
M r. Pratheep Sojiratana.

Red Cross
H . R . H . Prince Chum bhot.
D r. (Miss) T aw an Bunnag.
M r. M ilen Champasak.

T U N IS IA
Government
M r. Beji Caid Essebsi.

Red Crescent
M r. Chedley Zouiten, Vice-President.

T U R K E Y
Government
Lt.-Col. N eap Berksan.

Red Crescent
M r. Ahm et Kadioglu.
M r. H aluk Saman.
Dr. M ahir Mavioglu.
M r. N edim  Abut.

U K R A IN E
Government
Prof. M . Nikolai Dudko.

U N IO N  O F S O U T H  A FR IC A  
Red Cross
M r. J . M ortim er M oir.

U N IO N  O F  S O V IE T  SO C IA L IST  R EPU B LIC S
Government
Prof. Gueorgui M iterev.
Red Cross
Prof. Gueorgui M iterev, President.
M r. Nikolai Tchikalenko.
M r. Boris Pashkov.
M r. V laidm ir Pokhvalin.
M r. Oleg Khlestov.
Miss Emilia Saleniek (Latvian R ed Cross).
M r. Nasir Tursunov (Tadjik R ed Crescent).

U N IT E D  K IN G D O M
Government
M r. W. A. W. Clark.
M r. J .  V. Rob.
M r. S. J .  W hit well.
Miss J . A. C. Gutteridge.
M r. G. I. A. D. Draper.
Red Cross
T h e Countess of Limerick, V ice-Chairm an.
Miss Evelyn Bark.
C aptain J .  C. Stewart.

U N IT E D  STATES O F A M E R IC A
Government
T he Hon. M r. R obert McClintock;
M r. Edwin W. M artin.
M r. M onroe Leigh.
M r. Raym ond T . Yingling.
M r. David H. Popper.
Mrs. Alice B. Correll.
M r. Lawrence D. Weiler.

14



U.S.A. (Contd.)
C aptain Jo h n  H . Morse.
Miss Carol Laise.
M r. Douglas Cochran.
Red Cross
General Alfred M. G ruenther, President.
M r. Jam es, T . Nicholson.
M rs. Jam es T . Nicholson (observer).
M r. George M . Elsey.
M rs. George M . Elsey (observer).
M r. H arold W. Starr.
Miss M argeret Hickey.

U R U G U A Y
Government
M r. O rlando Pedragosa N adal, Consul General. 
Red Cross
M r. O rlando Pedragosa N adal, Consul General.

V EN EZU ELA
Government
H .E. Dr. Carlos Rodriguez Jim enez.

Red Cross
D r. Eduardo Carbonell.

D E M O C R A T IC  R E PU B L IC  O F V IET-N A M
Government
Prof. D r. T on  T hat-T ung, D eputy M inister of H ealth. 
Dr. Nguyen V an T h u  (observer).

Red Cross ( Observers)
Prof. Dr. T on  T hat-T ung.
D r. Nguyen V an T hu.

R E PU B L IC  O F V IET-N A M
Government
Dr. T ran  V an Thin.

Red Cross
D r. Nguyen V an Kiéu.
M r. Nguyen T rung  Loung.
Miss Cao T h i Lieu.

YUG O SLA V IA
Government
D r. Pavle Gregoric.
M ajor Jovice Patrnogic.

Red Cross
Dr. Pavle Gregoric, President.
Dr. O lga Milosevic.
M r. Bosko Jakovljevic.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O M M IT T E E  O F  T H E  R ED  CROSS

M r. Leopold Boissier, President, H ead of Delegation. 
M r. M artin  Bodmer, Vice-President.
M r. Frederic Siordet, Vice-President.
M r. M arcel Junod , M em ber o f the I.C .R .C .
M r. Roger Gallopin, Executive Director.
M r. Jean  S. Pictet, D irector, G eneral Affairs.
M r. C laude Pilloud, Assistant Director, General Affairs.

M r. W illiam Michel.
M r. M elchior Borsinger.
M r. Georges A. Fiechter, H ead, Inform ation D epart

ment.
M r. Pierre Gaillard, H ead of Section.
Miss A nny Pfirter, H ead, Nursing Section.
M r. Rene-Jean W ilhelm, M em ber, Legal D epartm ent.

LEA G U E O F R ED  CROSS SO C IE T IE S

M r. Justice Emil Sandstrom, Chairm an.
M . Bonabes dé Rougé, Secretary-General.
M r. H enry W. Dunning, U nder Secretary-General. 
M r. W. J . Phillips, Director, General Affairs.
M r. A. C. Nussbaumer, Asstt. T reasurer General. 
L t.-G eneral Francois D aubenton, Consultant.
D r. Z. Hantchef, Director, Medico-Social Bureau. 
Miss Yvonne Hentsch, Director, Nursing Bureau.

R E PR ESEN TA TIV ES O F IN T E R N A T IO N A L

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O U N C IL  O F  N U RSES 
M rs. E lizabeth V an der G racht.

FL O R E N C E  N IG H T IN G A L E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
FO U N D A T IO N  

Mrs. Elizabeth V an der G racht.

T H E  U N IT E D  N A TIO N S 
M r. Eugenio Soler-Alonso.

M r. Ch. A. Schusselé, Director, Jun io r R ed Cross.
M r. R alph C. Dudrow, Director, Inform ation & Pub

lications Bureau. 
Miss M. L. Beaufour, Director, Office of the Treasurer

General.
Miss Christiane Camoletti.
Mrs. Denise M artin-Royot.

O R G A N ISA TIO N S IN V IT E D  AS OBSERVERS

U N  C H IL D R E N ’S EM ER G EN C Y  FU N D  
M r. S. M . Keeny.
Mrs. D. B. Sinclair.
M r. T . G ian Davies.

W O R L D  H E A L T H  O R G A N ISA TIO N  
Dr. C. M ani.
D r. J .  M . V ine 
D r. M . R . Sacks.
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IN T E R N A T IO N A L  LA BO U R O FFIC E  
Shri V. K . R. M enon.

U N IT E D  N A TIO N S ED U C A TIO N A L, S C IE N T I
F IC  AND C U L T U R A L  O R G A N ISA T IO N  

M r. W. J . Ellis.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O M M IT T E E  O F M IL IT A R Y  
M E D IC IN E  AND PH A RM A CY  

General M édecin J . Voncken.
Colonel Brig H . M euli.*

FO O D  AND A G R IC U L T U R E  O R G A N ISA T IO N  
O F T H E  U N IT E D  N A TIO N S 

M r. P. V. Acharya.

Y O U N G  M EN ’S C H R IST IA N  A SSO C IA TIO N  
Shri M . G. D harm raj.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O N FER EN C E O F  SO C IA L 
W O R K  

Shri M. S. Gore.

R E PR ESEN TA TIV ES O F IN D IA N  N A TIO N A L

A LL-IN D IA  BLIND R E L IE F  SO C IE T Y  
Shri K um ar Paul.

T H E  T U B E R C U LO SIS A SSO C IA T IO N  O F  IN D IA  
Shri B. M. Cariappa.

T H E  A LL-IN D IA  SEVA SA M IT I 
Shri R. S. Bharatya.
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PART II
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES



N o t e

T he M inutes of the M eetings of the Council of Delegates 
constitute the verbatim  account of the proceedings, as 
recorded in  the complete stenographic reports and  tape re
cordings of the sessions.

In  accordance with past practice, speeches m ade in 
languages other than  French, English or Spanish were tran 
slated into one of the working languages of the Conference 
by interpreters provided by the delegations of the speakers 
concerned (see also Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross effective from the 
1st September, 1952). W hile the-, original language used is 
indicated, the transcript of such speeches appearing in  the 
M inutes is based on the translations so provided.



COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

O ctober 28, 1957

S U M M A R Y :— INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR— ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-

CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES— VOTING RIGHTS FOR TWO NEW  NATIONAL SOCIETIES— APPROVAL

OF DRAFT AGENDA OF CONFERENCE— ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS TO MEETINGS— NOMINATION OF CHAIRMEN,

VICE-CHAIRMEN AND SECRETARIES OF CONFERENCE AND COMMISSIONS.

The meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. with Rajkumari Am rit Kaur, Chairman o f  the Managing
Body o f  the Indian Red Cross, in the Chair.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (India)— Ladies and  Gentlemen : I t  is m y privilege as Chairm an of the R ed 
Cross Society of the host country to extend to you all the warmest of w arm  welcomes. I cannot tell you how 
the Ind ian  R ed Cross feels about this Conference. W e are delighted to have had the honour of your acceptance 
of our invitation. I  hope the Conference will be a great success and  yet another landm ark in the history of 
this great movement.

Now, according to tradition, I propose the election of the President o f  the In ternational Committee of 
the R ed Cross to come and take this Chair. I hope you will receive him  w ith acclamation.

M r. Leopold Boissier, President o f  the I.C .R .C ., took the Chair amidst acclamation.

M r . B O IS S IE R '(C hairm an) (Original French)—Ladies and  Gentlem en : I thank you for the honour 
you have extended to the institution which I represent— the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross—in 
electing me as Chairm an. T he m ain purpose of this meeting is to take certain decisions which are necessary 
for the smooth progress of the Conference. I  hope tha t we shall get through our business in  good time so 
th a t we can all proceed to the plenary meeting hall, where we shall be honoured by the visit of His Excellency 
the President of the Republic.

T he first item on our agenda is the election of a V ice-Chairm an of this Council. In  agreem ent w ith 
the Ind ian  R ed Cross, I  should like to propose a person whom  we all respect for her devotion to the work of the 
R ed  Cross, both in her own country and in the In ternational R ed Cross, and for whom we also have great affec
tion—Lady Limerick, Vice-President of the British R ed Cross.

Is this proposal acceptable to you? {Applause.)

Lady Limerick was elected by acclamation as Vice-Chairman o f  the Council o f  Delegates.

N ext we m ust consider the question of the Secretariat of this Council ; I should like to propose the appoint
m ent of the Secretary-General of the Ind ian  R ed Cross, Sardar Balwant Singh Puri, with M r. Pilloud, of the 
International Committee of the R ed Cross, and M r. Phillips, of the League of R ed Cross Societies, as assistants.

Do you agree w ith the proposal tha t these three persons should form the Secretariat of this Council ? 
{Applause.)

There being no objection, these officers were also elected by acclamation.

Now we come to the m ain task before us and  I will read you Article IV , paragraph  3 of the Statutes of the 
In ternational R ed Cross.

“ T he functions of the Council of Delegates shall be :
{a) to meet, prior to the opening of the Conference, in order to propose the names of persons to fill the

posts of Chairm an, Vice-Chairm en, Secretary-General and Assistant Secretaries-General ; these
proposals shall be subm itted to the Conference,

{b) to determ ine the order in which questions and proposals subm itted to the Conference are to be 
brought up for discussion,

{c) to give an  opinion upon, and, where necessary, take decisions in  respect of such questions and 
proposals as m ay be referred to it by the Conference or by the Standing Commission

I would rem ind you tha t this Council in which we are now sitting is composed of delegates of duly recog
nized National Societies, delegates of the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross and delegates of the League 
of R ed Cross Societies, each institution having a single vote. O n this occasion I am  happy to express our 
greetings to several National Societies which have been recognized by the International Committee of the
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Red Cross and adm itted to the League since the Toronto Conference. They are the R ed Cross or R ed Crescent 
o f the following countries: Afghanistan, Federal Republic of G erm any, Republic of Korea, Tunisia and 
Republic o f Viet-Nam . O n behalf of all o f you here, I am  happy to welcome these new Societies to the 
International R ed Cross. You have already greeted them  in the League and now it is my privilege to  welcome 
them  to the great institution of the International R ed Cross.

T he next question before us requires a few explanatory remarks. T he Sudanese R ed Crescent and the 
R ed Cross of the Dem ocratic Republic of V iet-N am  recently applied for recognition by the In ternational 
Committee. T he applications were subm itted too late for the In ternational Committee to follow the norm al 
procedure for consideration, th a t is to say, discussion in plenary session and exam ination together w ith the 
League in order to determ ine w hether these two Societies fulfil the requirem ents for admission. Both the 
Committee and the League consider, after a  careful exam ination of the statutes of these two N ational Societies, 
that they do m eet the conditions for recognition. I  should therefore like to propose tha t they be granted the 
right to vote a t this Conference; this would enable them  to request admission to the League during the present 
Conference, as a special case, and  they would be recognized by the In ternational Committee very shortly 
thereafter. This is a ra ther unusual procedure bu t I  think th a t if  we had  had  a few days more a t our disposal, 
recognition would already have been accorded. I therefore ask you, as a  gesture of courtesy, to gran t the right 
to vote to the Sudanese R ed Crescent and  the R ed Cross of the Dem ocratic Republic o f Viet-Nam .

Are there any objections? T here are no objections and  I therefore put to the vote m y proposal th a t 
these two Societies should be granted the right to vote.

M r . SA N D STR O M  (President of the League of Red Cross Societies) (original French)—-Mr. C hairm an : 
I suggest tha t we accept your proposal by acclamation. V

M r . B O ISSIER  (Chairm an) (original French)— M r. Sandstrom  suggests th a t we vote by acclam ation. 
I therefore call upon you to applaud. (Applause.) T he Sudanese R ed Crescent and  the R ed Cross of the 
Democratic Republic of V iet-N am  are adm itted by acclam ation and I am  happy to welcome them  to the 
In ternational R ed Cross.

O u r next task is to approve the draft agenda of the X lX th  Conference; it has been prepared w ith g reat 
care by the Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross on the basis of suggestions m ade by the In te r
national Committee, the League and a  num ber of National Societies, and has been distributed to all of you.

In  this connection, I m ust refer to a m atter of procedure: any additional proposals m ust be subm itted 
by five delegations, each belonging to a  different country, to the Chairm an of the Conference. T he C hairm an 
will then either accept them  in accordance w ith the powers attached to his office, or will subm it them  to the 
Bureau of the Conference.

Are there any comments? T here being no comments, the draft agenda of the Conference is approved.

W e come to now several proposals which have been m ade by the Standing Commission regarding the 
procedure to be followed a t this Conference. First of all, there is the establishment of three Commissions :

(1) T he G eneral Commission.
(2) T he Commission for International H um anitarian  Law. I must point out in passing tha t the earlier 

translation of this title from French into English as the “  H um an  Rights Commission ” was inaccurate. 
Now, the In ternational R ed Cross has never m ade any pronouncem ent concerning the rights o f 
m an; th a t is a m atter for the national legislation of States and, to a certain extent, for the U nited
Nations, bu t is of no concern to us for the present. T he correct title of the Commission is “ Com 
mission for In ternational H um anitarian  Law ” ,

(3) T he Medico-Social Commission.
The preparatory work for the Conference has been based on a distribution of m atters for consideration 

among these three Commissions.
Are there any objections to this procedure ? I t  goes w ithout saying that in addition to these three Commis

sions there will be a D rafting Committee for the Conference.
In  the absence of any comments, I consider my proposal as accepted. We come now to a slightly m ore

controversial question on which I m ust know your opinion.
T he Standing Commission proposes tha t the Press should be adm itted to all plenary meetings of the 

Conference, bu t not meetings of Commissions. O pinion is divided on this m atter. I should therefore be glad 
if you could state briefly, so that we can quickly take a vote, w hether or not you are in favour of adm itting the
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Press to meetings o f  Commissions. We will have a short discussion now and  I would rem ind you tha t a t 
Toronto the Press was adm itted to m eetings of Commissions.

M r . S L O PE R  (Brazil) (original French)— M r. C hairm an: I should like to suggest tha t we approve the 
proposal of the S tand ing  Commission bu t th a t in case it appeared desirable in the course of the Conference to 
m ake a change, the  Conference Bureau should be authorized by the Council of Delegates to take the necessary 
action.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)—You have heard the proposal of M r. Sloper. Are there 
any other speakers ?

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U .S.S.R .)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en : I think tha t the activities o f the 
Conference and of the Commissions are so im portant th a t it would be desirable to have a  full reflection of all 
the discussions in the Press. I  think th a t the public should know about everything tha t is going on in the 
Conference and the Commissions. T h a t is why I think tha t it would be desirable to adm it the Press to the 
sittings of the Conference and  to the sittings of the Commissions.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original F rench)— I thank the U .S.S.R . Delegate. Three proposals are now 
before us: (1) to adm it the Press to meetings of the Commissions ; (2) not to do so and  (3) a compromise proposal 
— th a t the Press should be adm itted if it appeared necessary, the decision to be taken by the Conference Bureau.

D r . M E R IN O  G R IJA LV A  (Ecuador) (original Spanish)—T he Delegation of Ecuador considers tha t 
since the R ed Cross is a public institution and  not a  secret body, there is no reason why the Press should not 
a ttend  all public meetings of Commissions.

I  therefore think there is no reason to discuss the third proposal— that the Conference Bureau should 
be empowered to take a decision. I believe th a t all our discussions should be published and  should be known in 
the country in which this Conference is being held as well as in the other countries of the world.

M rs . BARRY (Ireland)— I think th a t the proposal of the Standing Commission of the In ternational 
R ed  Cross should be accepted. I find th a t in committees or commissions where the Press is present, the work 
is very m uch prolonged and  delegates are inclined to take the opportunity of wasting the time of the commission 
on propagandist statem ents and  for this reason I would ask the delegates to consider accepting the proposal 
o f the Standing Commission.

D r . C H A O W K A T CH A TTY  (Syria) (original French)—M r. C hairm an, Ladies and  Gentlemen : The 
Syrian Delegation considers tha t it is right and  proper th a t the Press should be allowed to attend plenary 
meetings or meetings of Commissions discussing hum anitarian  questions, so tha t the work of the Conference 
and the Commissions m ay be well known.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)—T he Syrian Delegate proposes tha t meetings of Com
missions should be open to the Press. Are there any other speakers ? T he Delegate of Czechoslovakia.

D r . JA N O U C H  (Czechoslovakia) (original French)— I have a question to ask: For w hat reasons did 
the S tanding Commission make this proposal before the m atter had been settled by the Council of Delegates ?

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)— T he reasons are more or less those referred to by Mrs. 
Barry, President of the Irish R ed Cross, but they were perhaps stated in a less affirmative m anner. I t  was felt 
th a t if  discussions took place in a closed m eeting, delegates would not all feel obliged to express their views, even 
when they were in agreem ent w ith the previous speaker. T he discussions would therefore be shorter. I t  is 
m ore a question of speeding up the discussions than  of any profound political considerations.

M r s . PEC SO N  (Philippines)— We feel inasmuch as R ed Cross is essentially a  public service work, there 
should be no reason why we should not throw  open the meetings to the Press. T he Press and the public are 
entitled to know w hat we or the Commissions are doing. For tha t reason we honestly believe tha t the Press 
should be adm itted to the Commission meetings, except only when we decide to have private sessions in which 
case the Press m ay, a t the discretion of the C hairm an, not be included.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)— I thank the Delegate of the Philippines. I think tha t 
everyone here has already formed an opinion and tha t any further speakers would merely repeat w hat has
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already been said on these three proposals. I  therefore think th a t we could take a  vote, but first I give the floor 
to the Delegate of the R ed Cross of the People’s R epublic o f China.

M rs. L I T E H  C H U A N  (People’s Republic C hina)— O n behalf of the Chinese delegation, I consider 
th a t both the Conference and  the Commissions should allow the Press to come because these are very 
im portant meetings.

M r . B O ISSIER  (Chairm an) (original French)—We m ust now decide the order in which we shall vote 
on the proposals. Does anyone wish to suggest voting first on the compromise proposal m ade by M r. Sloper? 
No such request. We shall therefore vote on the proposal th a t the Press should be adm itted to meetings of the 
Commissions, the la tte r naturally  having the right to go into closed session if  they wish. Will those in  favour 
of adm itting the Press to meetings o f Commissions please raise their hands ? I will ask M r. Pilloud, M r. Sloper 
and M r. Phillips to count the votes.

Thirty-eight votes in favour of adm itting the Press.

Will those who consider tha t the Press should not be adm itted to meetings of Commissions please raise 
their hands ?

T en  votes.
By 38 votes to 10 the proposal of the S tanding Commission is rejected, and  the Press will be adm itted  to 

meetings of the Commissions, except where the la tter decide to m eet in closed session.

T he last item  on our agenda concerns the submission to the Conference of nominations for the officers 
of the Conference and  its Commissions. For the office of C hairm an of the Conference I  should like to propose 
a person who is in all our thoughts, whom  we all adm ire, for whom we have the greatest respect, and  about 
whom I will say a few words a t the plenary m eeting if  you approve my proposal—R ajkum ari A m rit K aur. 
[Loud, applause.)

I t will therefore be my great honour and pleasure to propose to the Conference, on your behalf, the 
appointm ent o f R ajkum ari A m rit K aur, Chairm an of the M anaging Body of the Ind ian  R ed Cross. As regards 
the V ice-Chairm en o f the Conference, I  suggest th a t we should follow the procedure adopted a t T oronto , which 
gave rise to no difficulties : th a t we should propose as V ice-Chairm en of the Conference the heads of all delega
tions of N ational Societies to the Conference. We shall thus have as m any Vice-Chairm en as there are 
N ational Societies represented.

Do you agree to subm it this proposal to the Conference ?

Are there any objections ? Accepted.

We come now to the nom ination of the Secretary-General of the Conference. I  think tha t there is no doubt 
on this m atter and th a t we should nom inate the m an who is the king-pin of the Conference, who has had  to 
organize it twice, who has dem onstrated his untiring devotion and  great qualities as a m em ber of the R ed 
Cross, and for whom we all have great affection— the Secretary-G eneral o f the Ind ian  R ed Cross, Sardar Balwant 
Singh Puri.

Do you agree to this nom ination for the office of Secretary-General ? {Loud, applause).

I  think th a t you will agree to the nom ination as Assistant Secretaries G eneral of M r. Pilloud, of the 
In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross, and M r. Phillips, of the League of R ed Cross Societies, both of whom 
have for a long time been engaged on the preparation  of this Conference, and in whom we have complete 
confidence.

Do you agree to the nom ination of M r. Pilloud and  M r. Phillips? {Applause).

T hey too are nom inated by acclam ation and  I  congratulate them. Lastly, we are required to make 
suggestions to the Conference for officers of the Commissions. U nder the rules of procedure of the Conference 
each Commission is responsible for appointing its own C hairm an, V ice-Chairm en and  Secretaries. We feel, 
however, tha t in  order to ensure an  equitable distribution and to satisfy, if not each N ational Society, at least 
each continent, we should ourselves make carefully considered proposals. I shall therefore ask Sardar Balwant 
Singh Puri to read out proposals for the Chairm an, V ice-Chairm en and Secretaries of our three Commissions, 
as well as of the D rafting Committee, which is also, of course, an  im portant body.

I give the floor to Sardar Balwant Singh Puri.

S a r d a r  BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I (India)— Ladies and Gentlem en : T he following ladies and gentlemen 
are proposed for the offices of Chairm en and Vice-Chairm en of the three Commissions and  the Drafting Com
mittee.
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For the General Commission, the proposal is th a t General A. E. M artola of Finland be elected as the 
Chairm an.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)— It is proposed th a t General M artola, President of the 
Finnish Delegation, be elected as C hairm an of the General Commission. H e is not present here bu t m ay be 
nom inated in absentia. Is a delegate for Finland present ?

M r . W ARRAS (Finland)— Gen. A. E. M artola has arrived in New Delhi, bu t I have not yet had any 
finie to  speak with him  this m orning. I  think he will agree.

M r . B O ISSIER  (Chairm an) (original French)— T he Secretary-General of the Finnish R ed Cross thinks 
th a t General M artola will accept. T h a t being so, do you recommend this nom ination to the Conference ? 
(Applause.)

General Martola is proposed by acclamation.

S a r d a r  BAL W A N T SIN G H  P U R I (India)—For the V ice-Chairm en of the Commission the following 
nam es are proposed :

1. T he Countess of Limerick—U nited Kingdom.
2. General Alfred M . G ruenther—U.S.A.
3. H .E . A. A. H ekm at— Iran.
4. L t.-G eneral V an  der K roon—Netherlands.
5. Col. Dr. Soem am o Sosroatmodjo— Indonesia.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)— You have heard  these proposals. Are there any 
others ?

There being no other nominations, I take it tha t these persons are proposed by acclamation for appoint
m ent as V ice-Chairm en.

Next we come to the Commission on In ternational H um anitarian  Law.

S a r d a r  BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I (Ind ia)—T he names proposed are :

Chairm an : M r. Jo h n  A. M acAulay— Canada.
H e was Chairm an of the last In ternational Conference a t Toronto and  we are all grateful for the work 

he has done.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)— M r. John  M acAulay, who was a most efficient Chairm an 
o f the Conference a t Toronto, has been proposed as C hairm an of the Commission on International H um ani
tarian  Law.

Are there any other proposals ? (Applause.)

M r. John MacAulay is proposed by acclamation.

S a r d a r  BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I (Ind ia)—For Vice-Chairm en, Prof. Gueorgui M iterev of U .S.S.R .; 
M m e Li T eh  C huan, C hina; Prince Frederic de M erode, Belgium; Justice U  Aung K hine, Burm a and  Dr. D. 
Agustin Inostrosa, Chile.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)—You have heard our future Secretary-General. Are there 
any other proposals ? No. In  tha t case, I take it th a t you also accept these proposals by acclamation. 
(Applause.)

Now we come to the th ird  Commission, the Medico-Social Commission.

S a r d a r  BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I (India)—For the Medico-Social Commission, the nam e proposed is :

Chairm an : Dr. Mrs. Irene Domanska, Poland.

M r . B O ISSIER  (Chairm an) (original French)— I pu t the proposal by Sardar Balwant Singh Puri to 
the vote.

M rs. Domanska, head o f the Delegation o f  the Polish Red Cross, is proposed by acclamation.
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S a r d a r  BAL W ANT SIN G H  P U R I (India)—For Vice-Chairm en the proposals are: Sir Peter M acGallum , 
A ustraha; Dr. O ctavian Belea, R um ania; General D r. Guido Ferri, Ita ly ; Dr. Ib rah im  Shawky, Egypt; 
Prof. A. von Albertini, Switzerland.

M r . B O ISSIER  (Chairm an) (original French)—You have heard these proposals, which are also 
accepted. (Applause.)

W e now come to the D rafting Committee, which is of great im portance.

S a r d a r  BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I (India)—For the D rafting Committee, those proposed are
M r. T . W. Sloper, Brazil; Sardar Balwant Singh Puri; M r. C laude Pilloud, International Com m ittee of the R ed 
Cross; M r. W . J . Phillips, League of R ed Cross Societies, and  M r. K . Shanker Nigam, Ind ian  R ed  Cross.

M r . B O ISSIER  (Chairm an) (original French)— I would draw  particular attention  to M r. Sloper, who 
is the obvious choice for C hairm an of this Committee, by virtue of his linguistic ability, his thorough knowledge 
of the whole R ed Cross movement, and  the ease w ith which he perceives all the subtleties of any proposal. I 
therefore propose th a t M r. Sloper should be nom inated as C hairm an (Applause.)

S a r d a r  BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I (Ind ia)— I repeat, M r. Sloper’s colleagues are: Sardar Balwant 
Singh Puri, Ind ian  R ed Cross; M r. C laude Pilloud, International Committee of the R ed Cross; M r. W. J . 
Phillips, League of R ed Cross Societies, and M r. K . Shanker Nigam, Ind ian  R ed Cross.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (Chairm an) (original French)—T hey are also accepted. (Applause.)

W e have now come to the end o f our agenda.

Are there any other proposals to be m ade w hich are  w ithin the competence of this Council o f Delegates ?

T here are none.

In  th a t case, we can adjourn. I thank you for your co-operation and  attention  and  I hope tha t during 
the Conference, when m uch more difficult questions will be discussed, we shall all display the same qualities. 
I  would rem ind you th a t we are to m eet a t 11 o’clock in  the plenary m eeting hall.

S a r d a r  BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I (India)— M ay I rem ind m y friends th a t all should be in  their seats
before quarter past eleven, in  the Conference H all downstairs in  order tha t we m ay be  ready for the opening 
ceremony of the Conference.

T he meeting was adjourned a t 10 a.m.
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PART ni
MINUTES OF THE PLENARY SESSIONS



N o t e

The M inutes o f the Plenary Sessions constitute the 
verbatim  account of the proceedings, as recorded in  the complete 
stenographic reports and  tape recordings of the meetings.

In  accordance w ith past practice, speeches m ade in 
languages other th an  French, English or Spanish were transla
ted into one of the working languages of the Conference by 
interpreters provided by the delegations of the speaker con
cerned (see also Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure o f the 
International Conference of the R ed Cross effective from the 1st 
September, 1952). W hile the original language used is indica
ted, the transcript of such speeches appearing in the M inutes is 
based on the translations so provided.



OPENING CEREMONY

VIGYAN BHAVAN -  NEW DELHI • 

October 28, 1957 at 11.30 a.m.

SU M M A R Y  :—r e a d i n g  o f  v a r i o u s  m e s s a g e s— s p e e c h  o f  w e l c o m e  b y  r a j k u m a r i  a m r it  k a u r , c h a i r m a n

OF TH E XIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF T H E  RED CROSS— OPENING ADDRESS BY DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD,

PRESIDENT OF INDIA AND PRESIDENT OF TH E INDIAN RED CROSS— ADDRESS BY H .E . MR. A. FRANCOIS-PONCET,

CHAIRMAN OF TH E STANDING COMMISSION— ADDRESS BY MR. L . BOISSIER, PRESIDENT OF TH E INTERNATIONAL

COMMITTEE OF TH E RED CROSS— ADDRESS BY MR. JUSTICE EMIL SANDSTROM, CHAIRMAN OF TH E BOARD OF GOVER

NORS OF THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES— ADDRESS BY SHRI JAW AHARLAL NEHRU, PRIME MINISTER OF

INDIA.

T he President o f India, Dr. R ajendra Prasad, was escorted to the rostrum  by R ajkum ari Am rit K aur, 
H .E . M r. Francois-Poncet, M r. L. Boissier and  M r. E. Sandstrom.

T he assembly stood while the Ind ian  national anthem  was played.

T he Secretary-General of the Ind ian  R ed Cross, Sardar Balwant Singh Puri, read out a series 
o f messages received from the Secretary-General o f the U nited  Nations, the D irector-General of the W orld 
H ealth  O rganization, U N IC E F, Countess M ountbatten  of Burma, the President o f the Republic of Italy, the 
President of the Greek R ed Cross and the President of the R ed Lion and  Sun Society of Iran .

R A JK U M A R I A M R IT  K A U R , c h a i r m a n , I n d ia n  r e d  cr o s s  s o c ie t y

M r . P r e s i d e n t ,  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c i e s ,  C o m r a d e s  i n  a  g r e a t  c a u s e ,  L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,

A s C hairm an of the Ind ian  R ed Cross Society, it is both an  honour and  a pleasure to me to welcome all 
the delegates who have come from far and  near to attend the X lX th  International R ed Cross Conference.

This is the first occasion on which Ind ia  has been privileged to be host to the supreme parliam ent of the 
R ed Cross which is convened once in every four years. T he Conference, as you are all aware, had  been 
scheduled to m eet last Jan u a ry  bu t in  view of the international situation prevailing a t th a t time and  the conse
quen t diversion of R ed Cross attention to relief action in  C entral Europe and  the M iddle East, the Standing 
Commission decided to postpone it. I  am  glad tha t the postponem ent has no t been for too long a  period and 
th a t thereby perhaps we have been able to have a more representative gathering today.

T he R ed Cross, as is well known, is a non-governm ental, non-political and non-denom inational institu
tion, transcending all national, religious and  ideological boundaries. T he sheet anchor of its ideals is 
hum anitarianism  and the guiding star of its actions strict im partiality. A nd I  can testify from long experience 
th a t th a t is why it has succeeded, ever since its inception nearly a century ago, in  rendering exemplary service, 
both in  peacetime and in w ar to an  ever-widening circle of beiieficiaries. Decade after decade and, indeed, 
now year after year more and more responsibilities are being entrusted to it as a com plim ent to its achievements 
and  in  recognition of its capacity to keep pace w ith the situations of a  rapidly changing world.

I have no doubt th a t meeting here under the common emblem of the R ed Cross—the time-honoured 
symbol of compassion and  hope to hum anity in distress—all our discussions will be inspired throughout by the 
eternal spirit symbolised in th a t emblem.

We have here in this august gathering some 400 delegates representing 82 countries as well as Observers 
from m any International and  N ational Organisations interested in the hum anitarian  work of the R ed  Cross. 
W e are happy indeed to have with us seasoned and  distinguished leaders of R ed  Cross work—the Standing Com
mission of the In ternational R ed Cross and  its C hairm an, Ambassador Francois-Poncet, the In ternational 
Com m ittee of the R ed Cross w ith its President, M r. Leopold Boissier, the League of R ed Cross Societies and 
its C hairm an, M r. Justice Emil Sandstrom . W e are most grateful to them  and  to all who have come here to 
share in a  co-operative endeavour towards contributing another glorious chapter to the annals of the Red 
Cross.

We are meeting a t a time when the clouds of mistrust and suspicion still continue to darken our horizon. 
But I have no doubt tha t the spirit of an  organisation such as ours will help in its own way to dispel those
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clouds and  tha t the friendly cooperation which is the hallm ark of R ed Cross work will strengthen us to go forward 
in faith and in  hope to serve m ankind.

I do not think it necessary a t the m om ent to com m ent upon the strenuous work tha t lies ahead of us 
for a heavy agenda already bears witness to  it including as it does m atters of the gravest concern to hum anity.
I m ight only m ention one interesting innovation th a t has been introduced in the present session and  th a t is the  
short study tours which our overseas guests have been invited to undertake im m ediately after the final meeting. 
At their option and according to their choice they will m ake trips to certain  areas of our country whereby they 
will, I  trust, get some idea of how we try  to interpret and  im plem ent the mission of the R ed Cross in various 
fields in our own hum ble way and w ithin our lim ited resources. T hey  will also have a glimpse into certain  
cross-sections of our people’s social and  cultural life as well as the revolutionary reorientation now going on 
under our N ational Five Year Plans.

Fellow delegates, we have tried to make you as comfortable as possible but we ask you to forgive any 
shortcomings th a t you m ay find in our reception of you. T he welcome tha t the Ind ian  Society offers you 
comes from the heart and we hope tha t your coming to this ancient land of ours will cem ent still further the bonds 
of friendship th a t link us together as a  world family.

I shall not take more of your time by standing between you and  our President who has graciously consented 
to inaugurate and bless this Conference— M r. President.

DR. RA JEN D R A  PRASAD, p r e s i d e n t  o f  in d i a

R a j k u m a r i j i , Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c ie s , L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,

I have great pleasure in being w ith you today and  in extending to all the distinguished guests present a  
hearty  welcome. I am  happy to feel th a t there are as m any as 82 countries represented here by their National 
R ed Cross Societies, Governments, and a num ber of International and  N ational organizations. This is indeed 
a tangible indication of the great im portance attached to this Conference.

Ind ia  has been the venue of a num ber of international meetings to consider various subjects, but this 
Conference has a special significance of its own; it represents the unique hum anitarian  institution of the R ed 
Cross which, for a century, has been m aking valuable contribution to hum an welfare by working for the  allevia
tion of suffering. T he activities of the R ed Cross during w ar in  giving succour to the  sick and  w ounded and  
prisoners-of-war, in tracing missing persons and m itigating the brutalities o f conflicts in all possible ways are 
well known.

T he R ed  Cross also seeks to uphold and  propagate the ideals of peace by dem onstrating through its high 
principles and  actions the brotherhood of m an and by appealing not so m uch to his intellect as to his conscience 
which is basically ethical, sublime and spiritual. T o  a country like Ind ia , nurtu red  on the ideals of tru th  and 
non-violence, propounded by its Rishis and Lord Buddha, preached by Em peror Ashoka and practised by 
M ahatm a G andhi, the R ed Cross assumes added significance.

In  India, the R ed  Cross has been functioning for about four decades. In  its expanding sphere of work it 
has dealt with a series of natural calamities such as floods, earthquakes and famines. T o  its lot also fell such 
unexpected hum an catastrophes as post-partition disturbances which occurred in the wake of Ind ia ’s 
Independence, the tribal incursion into Kashm ir, mass m igration of populations and similar other situations. 
O u r total achievements m ay not have been commensurate w ith all the needs of a vast country like ours, but the  
quality of services rendered despite m any limitations has always been commendable. D uring m ajor emergencies, 
thanks to the kind co-operation of the In ternational R ed Cross Organization and the fraternity of sister 
Societies, the Ind ian  R ed Cross has received generous assistance by way of large quantities o f relief supplies. 
This spontaneous sharing of suffering is perhaps the most tangible expression of goodwill, for which we are always 
grateful.

Towards the promotion of world peace also, the Society’s extraordinary assignment in K orea in 1953 
was something to which any country could look back with a sense of genuine satisfaction and pride. A t all 
im portant R ed Cross meetings and conferences the Society has been steadfastly upholding the cause of world 
peace.

T he present Conference is meeting a t a crucial period of the world’s history in a  revolutionary era of 
scientific advancem ent with the advent of atom ic and nuclear energy and the attem pted conquest over space. 
These achievements would have been hailed as great gifts of m odern science to m ankind bu t for their grave 
potentialities and apprehended possibility of being employed as devastating instruments of w ar and  destruction 
of hum an race. Coupled w ith this eventuality is the m ounting degree of suspicion, fear, m isunderstanding
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and  Frustration, which are a constant th reat to world peace. H um anity thus seems to be groping in the dark 
a t the cross-roads of destiny, not knowing w hether m an will a tta in  m astery over his creation of scientific miracles 
or face exterm ination. A nd that, I believe, is the reason for the emphasis o f this Conference on the protection 
o f hum anity by the prohibition of atom ic experiments.

These tests with their radio-active fall-out and  unknown after-effects are causing pollution of a ir and 
w ater and  m ay have also genetic effects of unpredictable consequences. I t  is no consolation to say tha t the 
effect o f the experim ental explosions is not harm ful to any dangerous degree. W hat is wrong in principle 
cannot be righ t in practice.

I t  is obvious th a t these questions are concerned not merely w ith the welfare but w ith the very survival of 
m ankind. I have therefore no doubt that your deliberations will be inspired by most practical realism and  in 
the highest hum anitarian  traditions of the R ed Cross. T he voice of this Conference in  these vital m atters m ay 
well express the unexpressed sentiments of hum anity a t large. I am  sure tha t the world will anxiously w atch 
your activities w ith great expectations.

I am , however, not unaw are of the limitations of a  hum anitarian  organisation, but, realising as I do, the 
m agnificent achievements of the R ed Cross ever since its inception and  the commendable role it has been playing 
for the prom otion of health, the prevention of disease and  the m itigation of suffering, both in w ar and  in peace, 
all over the world, and  above all the m oral force w ith which it champions the cause of peace, I cannot bu t look 
upon its endeavours w ith reinforced optimism.

I hope you will be interested in the study visits which R ajkum ariji has mentioned. I trust tha t these short 
trips will afford you some enjoyable relaxation from your strenuous work. You will be able to see how Ind ia  
is upholding and propagating the aims and objects of the Red Cross; you will also have opportunities for 
gaining some insight into the social, cultural and  economic life of our people. In  particular, I hope you will 
see some o f our Plans in  action and w hat we are doing to raise the standards of economy of our people from 
the present state of their backwardness. We would fain readjust our ancient heritage to the needs of m odem  
times w ithout disintegrating our fundam ental, spiritual and m aterial concepts of life. T he task is stupendous ; 
we are facing it w ith courage and determ ination.

I know m any of you have travelled long distances to come here a t some personal inconvenience. Y our 
host, the Ind ian  Red Cross Society, is doing its best to provide for your comforts; I count upon your indulgence 
for any shortcomings.

I  wish you god-speed in your deliberations and hope your stay in our midst will be fruitful and 
memorable.

I  have now m uch pleasure in declaring this Conference open.

H IS  EX CELLEN CY  AM BASSADOR A N D R E FR A N C O IS-PO N C ET, c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e

STANDING COMMISSION OF TH E INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

M y first words, in this opening address for the X lX th  Conference of the International R ed Cross (a task 
and honour th a t have fallen to me as C hairm an of the Standing Commission) m ust be to salute the great country, 
both of venerable antiquity  and of ever renascent youth, which is giving us such a w arm  welcome, to tender 
m y thanks also for this generous hospitality to the Ind ian  U nion President, His Excellency R ajendra Prasad, 
and to express my hum ble respect to the Prime M inister, the em inent Statesm an to whom fell the charge of 
leading his people to its lofty destiny on the road of Independence, and  who, from the achievements of his 
sense of justice and of his love of peace, has deserved and won the respect of the world.

Close by his side, H er Highness Princess A m rit K au r has appeared in the eyes of all of us, crusaders 
of the R ed Cross, as the living symbol of New India. No one could have been a more gracious presentation of 
it, and a kinder and more touching image of her country, more worthy to be loved and  also to be appreciated, 
for the reason th a t to all her virtues have been added lucidity of intellect, rightness of judgm ent and  firmness of 
character.

T he R ed Cross of India, over which she presides, has become in her hands one of the most active and 
alert Societies of ours, because she is the perfect im personation of the ideal tha t we cherish, the charitable prac
tical devotion to all our fellow-creatures, which we endeavour to propagate and  make an  every day reality all 
round us.

O u r gratitude towards the Princess m ust therefore be threefold.
We m ust be thankful for her collaboration to our Standing Commission, where her enlightened advice 

and suggestions are always highly judicious. A nd also, Ladies and Gentlemen, we are heavily in her debt for 
the leading share she took in the organization of the X lX th  Conference in her country, in full agreem ent with the
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Authorities of India. Still more particularly we owe to H er Highness, despite the previous arrangem ents already 
m ade, the obliging, and may I  say, the almost smiling acceptance of a serious postponement (am ounting to 
several months) of the Conference itself, and of its final preparations.

For this, and for all the help tha t Princess A m rit K au r so kindly gave, let us proffer to her our most h eart
felt thanks and praise.

Ever since H enry D unant set up his adm irable work and founded his famous Society, almost a hundred 
years ago, no Conference of the R ed Cross was ever lacking in interest and  success, bu t this one, N um ber 
N ineteen of the series, promises to be of outstanding im portance.

I t  occurs indeed at a time when the whole world seems to fall a  prey to wild agitation and  anxious cares. 
T he barom eter of the planet no longer points to storm, as it did a t the m om ent when we should have held our 
assizes, bu t the hand of it has stopped at “ change ” , or “ rain  and  wind ” . This unsteady condition cannot but 
result in chronical feverishness, noxious to international health.

Antagonistic in their nature, the two m ain trends of thought, the two political and social systems tha t 
are vying w ith each other, and contending for predom inance in the public m ind, each of the two suspecting 
imminence of attack from the other, cannot be blended together and  have not yet succeeded in establishing a 
sound basis for the possible modalities of acceptable co-existence.

A t the same time, science has m ade prodigious discoveries and  found the means of disintegrating atoms, 
and of letting off by disruption such enormous quantities of energy as has never been attained or even con
tem plated. But unfortunately, as too often happens, the result of such stupendous inventions is being m ade to 
serve purposes of w ar preparations, far more and  far sooner than  to favour peaceful and  profitable uses. New 
weapons are being contrived, shaped out of nuclear elements and  of a destructive power defying im agina
tion, capable of annihilating in a trice hundreds of thousands of hum an beings and  thus of making wars more 
terrible than  they ever were.

T he horror of those visions is such tha t one would wish to cancel the idea of the coming tragedy and  
prevent the possibility of using those deadly implements and  wish also to be able to suppress or, a t least, to 
lim it the use and production of them , and  place them  under efficient control. But, so far, all efforts m ade to 
attain  this result have failed. T he “ H  ” bom b, one m ight say, remains as a sword of Damocles, suspended over 
our heads.

Last, bu t not least, a num ber of peoples, living until recently in tutelage have been em ancipated. They 
have become masters of their own fate and  government. T hey now form independent States. T he political 
m ap of the world has taken on a new visage. T he venerable trunk  of Asia, m other of races and peoples, has 
brought forth green new branches and  boughs. India, now awakened, has achieved her own organization. 
She now belongs to the m ajor Powers of the world, whose voices a t present m ust be listened to. But the elixir 
of life and freedom, the wine of democracy, the alcohol of national sentim ent are all heady drinks and m ust 
be taken in m oderation.

W hat then, in the midst of this upheaval of ideas, this seething of passions, w hat must be the role and 
influence of the R ed Cross? W hat can she do, attem pt and achieve?

In  the first place, by the mere location, this year, in New Delhi, the capital of Ind ia , of the appointm ent 
given every fourth year to  its constitutive elements, the R ed Cross has accomplished an  ac t of high significance, 
prim arily m eaning and proclaiming th a t all opposition or difference between East and  West, between the 
countries of rising and setting sun, between Asia and  Europe have definitely been cleared away. T he R ed 
Cross, born in Europe, has no pretension to m aintain a  sort of European prevalence, and makes no more dis
tinction between continents than  between colours of skin. Its members, whoever they are, wherever they live, 
are bound together by the bonds of close friendship and  brotherhood. T he R ed Cross is universal. I t  con
cerns and is concerned w ith the interests of every one of the world countries, w ith all living men. She holds 
out her arms to all, as in her eyes, the whole of m ankind is bu t one family, the M other-country in which all 
M other-countries are joined.

T he R ed Cross keeps aloof from and above politics, just as it respects all religions, w ithout having ties 
with any of them . I t is non-political in the same sense as it is non-religious, w ithout being “  irreligious ” , non
political, in the sense th a t it refuses to interfere in the political fields of anyone of its members. All of them  
rem ain, of course, entitled to follow the trend of their own opinions. But under the flag of the R ed Cross, each 
of the members become neutral, w ith no one against it, no adversaries nor enemies—only men that suffer and 
w ant aid, the Red Cross itself having one only concern : a will to help them  out of their sufferings.

The R ed Cross is a bond of union, alien to systems and parties, averse to whatever fosters division. All 
antagonistic doctrines, rivalries, enemities, rem ain outside its door, uncompromisingly repulsed. I f  the door 
were to be opened, however slightly, it could never be closed again. The R ed Cross is no T ribunal, no C ourt
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of Justice to which national Societies, becoming more or less defence-lawyers for their respective governments, 
m ight appeal for individual support, bandying complaints against one another. “ Voi che intrate lasciate 
ogni política ! ”— “ All ye who enter here abandon politics This golden rule of the R ed Cross is of all rules, 
the most intangible and  the only possible safeguard of its value, sacredness and efficiency.

T he deep desire to observe a rigorous political neutrality  m ust not, however, prevent the R ed Cross from 
backing up w ith its m oral prestige, any and  all efforts undertaken towards a  disarm am ent agreem ent or a  partial 
or total renunciation of the production and  use of weapons of massive destruction, under real and  efficient 
control. I t  is not the concern of the R ed Cross to investigate the particular reasons why no international 
agreem ent has as yet been achieved and  to enquire as to whose fault it m ay be, as the complexities of these 
problems and the difficulties w ith which these enquiries bristle, cannot adm it o f ready-m ade solutions. But, 
on the other hand, the R ed Cross cannot forget the particular circumstances to which its b irth  is due, nor its 
“ raison d ’etre ”, its special task, which is to m itigate the evils of war, to come to the aid of all w ar victims, to 
m ake w ar less inhum an, awaiting the time of its final suppression.

I t  is also natu ral tha t R ed Cross should stimulate, urge, the various governments, to carry negotiations 
as far as possible, so as to free the peoples from this horrible nightm are.

M eantim e, the R ed Cross will proceed further to elaborate and  propound more and more precise rules, 
in order to complete the code of Protection in favour of civilian populations, which code she has already initiated. 
I t  will be one of the most im portant points of the agenda of our 19th Conference.

But, first of all, she m ust counter the outburst o f passions and the threatening prospect of total destruc
tion, by emphasizing the necessity of zeal, kindness, charity, and sublimity of heart. She m ust appeal to the 
generosity of peoples and draw  to her all lofty m inded m en, associate them  in her salutary action, and, by her 
rad ian t example, illustrate the spirit of m utual aid, concord and peace.

In  the last four years, catastrophes, disastrous happenings of all sorts, continuously struck numerous 
countries. T he In ternational Committee, the League, the national Societies, indefatigably rushed to their aid 
w ith magnificent emulation. By so doing, they gave to the world motives for optimism and reasons to firmly 
trust in  the trium ph of generous instincts over the lower impulses, in the final victory of the good angels over 
the w ar demons.

A nd the m ere fact of staying for a  few weeks on this Ind ian  soil, the cradle of the oldest civilizations and 
the noblest doctrines, will add to the m oral forces of the R ed Cross and strengthen her in the consciousness she 
has both of herself and  of the holiness of her mission.

M R . LEO PO L D  B O ISSIER, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m it t e e

o f  t h e  r e d  c r o s s

I wish first of all to express my sincere thanks to the Ind ian  R ed Cross, for having once more organised our 
Conference, w ith the assistance of this noble country, after unfavourable circumstances had  led to its postpone
m ent. All the preparations have had  to be m ade twice over, and our gratitude is so m uch the greater.

M any speakers will certainly dwell on the profound significance of the R ed  Cross meetings a t New Delhi. 
I for one would like to tell you of the conviction which has never failed to inspire me, and  which finds today in 
this assembly its most striking manifestation. T he R ed Cross ideal exists in  the conscience of all peoples, 
w hatever their beliefs or their civilisation. H enry D unant, citizen of Geneva, and  Ashoka, K ing of the 
country which was to give b irth  to G andhi, have had brothers, known and  unknown, in every quarter of the 
world. Everywhere m en have arisen who have proclaimed the right of the victims of violence to assistance and 
respect. This has led to a sense of universal brotherhood and above all of common responsibility.

T o  quote only one example, since the Toronto Conference the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross 
has seen this sense of common responsibility strikingly manifested in a new field of activity: the protection of 
political prisoners. W hereas a soldier wounded or taken prisoner during a w ar between states is protected by 
the customs of w ar and  the Geneva Conventions, the political prisoner is powerless in the hands of the re
presentatives of the established order which his deeds or thoughts have been considered to threaten. How
ever, on m ore than  one occasion, the In ternational Committee has obtained permission from governments to 
visit and  bring relief to the very people who had  rebelled. Thus the R ed Cross has been able to accomplish 
its mission in struggles more merciless than  those which pit nation against nation.

In  all its aspects this mission is unique. No other group of hum an beings, no other institution can 
fulfil it, since it requires complete independence and unwavering acceptance of those principles of charity and 
brotherhood for which the R ed Cross had gained acknowledgement and which it has been able to pu t into 
practice because they lie deep in every hum an heart.
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O u r first duty here, therefore, will be to preserve and  strengthen the principles which guide and  inspire 
us. We shall do so in full knowledge o f the obstacles in our path, especially the rivalries now shaking the 
world and the perhaps invincible power of m odern weapons. W e shall do so, nevertheless, all the more 
doggedly in tha t we are convinced th a t we bear the common responsibility which I have mentioned. For if 
the R ed Cross lost courage, abandoned the struggle or even becam e divided, who would take its place ?

O u r second duty is indicated by one of the items on the agenda : the R ed Cross and  Peace. All of us who 
are gathered here wish to make a solemn appeal to the world to renounce w ar and finally enter upon the path  
of the peaceful settlem ent o f international conflicts. But, in the eyes of the public, w hat authority  will we have 
for m aking such an appeal if we here do not ourselves, as do the hum ble servants of the R ed Cross on the 
battlefield or in the hospitals, set an  example of peace and good understanding ?

Let us com pare our opinions, and discover w hat brings us closer together; in th a t way we shall reduce 
the possible causes of division ! Let us be frank and true to our own selves, bu t let us conduct our discussion 
in a spirit of m utual understanding and thus arrive a t unanim ous resolutions !

I f  this Conference works in such an auspicious atmosphere, the R ed Cross will have gained a new victory. 
In  this great country, which wishes ardently  for concord to enable it to prom ote the prosperity and  happiness of 
its peoples, the Red Cross will take one further step towards its supreme goal: universal solidarity in the fight 
against suffering.

JU S T IC E  E M IL  SA N D STRO M , c h a i r m a n , b o a r d  o f  g o v e r n o r s , l e a g u e

OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

A t Toronto, we all w ith great joy  greeted the invitation of the Ind ian  R ed Cross to hold the next In te r
national Conference a t New Delhi. We are delighted now to assist a t the opening of the Conference in this 
country of a famous old culture, and where m odem  hum anitarian  ideas have won such vivid response.

T he League and  its com ponent Societies render hom age to this country, its people and  its President, 
His Excellency Dr. R ajendra Prasad. A t the same time, we w ant to com m end and  express our gratitude to the 
Ind ian  Governm ent for the very substantial financial subvention it gives the League. We also jo in  in the tribute 
paid by the previous speaker to the Prime M inister, to the Ind ian  R ed Cross and to its Chairm an.

Since the 18th Conference a t Toronto, in 1952, the R ed Cross m ovem ent has m ade— I think it is justified 
to say—a great stride forward. Saturday, a t the m eeting of the Board of Governors of the League, it was repor
ted tha t only since the meeting of this Board a t Oslo, in 1954, seven new Societies have been duly recognized 
and adm itted to the League, bringing the total num ber of Societies to 78. T he R ed Cross has thus grown in 
universality which is one of the conditions for its w orking possibilities in case of war.

Activity in  the N ational R ed Cross Societies has enlarged and intensified, and  a gratifying thing is tha t 
more and m ore interest is being directed towards the medico-social field. T he original object of the Red 
Cross was to be an auxiliary to the medical service of the arm ed forces in time of war. O n  one hand, however, 
the situation has changed since the R ed Cross movem ent started in th a t in m any countries the arm ed forces 
themselves have taken over the whole of th a t service. O n  the other hand, in tim e of peace, the work for the 
m ilitary forces is not enough to keep up the interest in  the R ed Cross and am ong the public for the R ed Cross. 
T here is needed an activity to replace the work for the arm ed forces, or to complement it, in order to keep up 
the interest also among R ed Cross people and the public in time of peace.

T he medico-social activity, the service for social welfare, for children, especially for handicapped children, 
for prevention of accidents am ong children, for mothers, for aged persons, for health  education, for first aid, 
for home nursing or w hatever it m ight be, is very well suited to be a  substitute for the old traditional R ed Cross 
activity, and it is no doubt quite in line w ith the general R ed Cross idea, i.e. giving help to those suffering and  
in distress.

I t  is especially recom m ended tha t this kind of activity be taken up in countries where G overnm ent 
health or social services do not cover the whole field.

W hen the program m e for this Conference was worked out, it was thought tha t it would be of special 
interest to give an opportunity to the countries in this part of the world to discuss their problems in the medico- 
social field and especially w ith th a t in view a  M edico-Social Commission has been proposed. This has now been 
accepted. We hope tha t the Societies from this part o f the world will avail themselves of this opportunity.

In  the international field, the unrest and the conflicts which have characterized the past years have caused 
an intense activity on the p a rt of the In ternational Com m ittee along its traditional lines.
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O n the other hand, as already the President of the Standing Commission pointed out, the last five years 
have been m arked by catastrophes, disasters, and political events which have afflicted various Countries, 
affecting millions of m en, women and children.

T o  alleviate these sufferings, the N ational Societies and the two great organs of the In ternational R ed 
Cross— the League of R ed Cross Societies and the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross—have under
taken num erous relief actions, some of them  on a very large scale. T he actions in H ungary and for the 
H ungarian  refugees alone involved some $ 50 million, and it is well justified to pay a  tribute to the generosity 
of the international public which subscribed these funds.

I t  is as we have thus seen a R ed Cross in full activity, and in strong progress, th a t meets here today to 
discuss w ith the Governments its problems.

In  a  world beset w ith so m uch suffering, it is comforting to know th a t we belong to this strong 
organisation th a t can take up  the challenge and bring help to those in distress. W e are happy to know tha t in 
our fight we have the m oral and  m aterial support o f the Governments.

W e hope th a t this Conference will serve the purposes we have set for it and bring about a further develop
m ent of our movement.

SH R I JA W A H A R LA L N E H R U , p r i m e  m in is t e r  o f  in d ia

M r. President, Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates, our President has already offered a cordial 
welcome to all of you on your visit to this country for this Conference. I should like to add  to tha t welcome 
on behalf o f the G overnm ent of India.

W e welcome you here not only because yours is a great organisation but, more particularly, if I  m ay say 
so in all humility, because the type of work which you do is in tune w ith the spirit which we should like to en
courage in ourselves. I  do not say we would succeed in th a t in ourselves or anywhere else but, a t any rate, 
we try  to do so because, however m uch we m ay forget somewhere a t the back of o u r minds there lingers the voice 
o f G andhi, somewhere in the recesses of our minds in  our racial memories there lingers the message of Ashoka 
and  others. W e forget it often enough and  we follow wrong paths, yet we do not quite forget it for it comes 
back to us from time to time, and because we feel th a t the essential basis of the activities of the R ed Cross is in 
tune w ith th a t message, we bid you special welcome.

T he R ed  Cross Organisation saw light, I  believe, nearly a hundred years ago in order to m itigate some
w hat the horrors of war, to  serve perhaps as some kind of a  bridge between com batants and  belligerents. Its 
work has grown since then, and I have no doubt th a t it has brought enormous relief and, more particularly, it 
has bridged these rival forces a t a tim e when they were completely separated and  isolated from each other. 
I t  has represented th a t aspect of hum an nature  w hich m ay be said to be the m ore civilized aspect, in contra
distinction to  the other which forgets civilization. But I  suppose, w hether as individuals or as groups, we are 
all ra ther a m ixture of the civilized and the uncivilized, o f the divine and the brute. And, I  suppose tha t 
nobody can call w ar w ith its brutalities as the outcome of a  high civilization. I t  m ay be something unavoidable 
or not, th a t is a  m atter for argum ent, bu t no one can call the deliberate infliction of suffering and  destruction as 
a  p a rt of hum an civilization.

But it represents as the hum an heritage the heritage not of the civilized aspect of m an bu t of some other 
aspect, and in  order to balance tha t and  to  take up the divine or the civilised in m an it is always trying to  make 
its efforts and  the R ed Cross, I  suppose, represents one o f those efforts.

Now, the R ed Cross O rganisation cam e into existence almost as an  outcome of war, as a  child of w ar, 
to m itigate the horrors of war. W hat exactly is th e  position of the R ed Cross in the present age to which 
reference has been m ade by some of the distinguished speakers before me ? W hat is this child of w ar ? How 
does it function in this age of cold w ar ? Surely, its function is essentially the same even though it m ay not have 
to deal w ith people, hospitals and the like. I t  will have to deal w ith people whose minds are attuned to w ar and 
o f the evils of war, even though they hate it, because of the compulsion of events perhaps. In  other words, 
it is not, perhaps, quite enough to  w ait for w ar, its evils and its mutilations, for the R ed Cross to come into action.

W hy not try  to soothe and to heal the wounds of the spirit ? W hy not be a bridge between these various 
isolated hosts, separated hosts ? I have no doubt tha t it does so to some extent even now, and as has been 
pointed out, it has endeavoured to bring some relief even in times of peace to those who suffer from disabilities 
o r persecution and the like; and I welcome that. But I venture, in all humility, to pu t before this distinguished 
audience tha t the old approach of waiting ultim ately for w ar to happen and then trying, seeking to m itigate it, 
is hardly adequate today when th a t possible w ar m ay well m ean something tha t you cannot m itigate in any
way— the consequences of it— but it may well m ean destruction on a terrific scale.
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How then do we m eet this crisis? How does the R ed Cross m eet it?  How did everyone of us m eet it?  
I t  is not the special function of the R ed Cross. I t  has become a function of every sensitive individual. But 
the R ed Cross, being ra ther specialists in  dealing w ith suffering hum anity, and I suppose, thereby also gaining 
some knowledge in how to deal w ith the troubles o f the spirit, how will they deal w ith the spiritual torm ent 
of today ?

A distinguished speaker before me thought of the two systems, political and  social, which apparently  
face each other. T h a t is true. But m ay I  suggest, in  all hum ility, for your consideration th a t there m ay be 
something else besides those two systems which seem to imagine th a t they have the world for conflict or sharing. 
There m ay, perhaps, be some other ways of achieving w hat we have in o u r minds w ithout necessarily adopting 
one system or the other in its entirety. T here m ay be m any such ways. In  any event, w hether there are m any 
or w hether there are only two or three, how do we deal w ith this particu lar situation ? Because, th a t situation 
brings w ar into the minds of men.

You will rem em ber tha t in the Constitution of th a t great organisation, the U N E SC O , it is stated th a t 
wars begin in  the minds of men. And, therefore, you should root them  out from the minds of men. I f  we 
indulge in  w hat is called cold war, th a t is indulging in  w ar in  our minds, and indulging is something worse than  
w ar; tha t is hatred  which leads to w ar—hatred  and  fear.

How then is one to deal w ith this situation w hen there are conflicting policies, conflicting views? And 
we live on the verge of w ar and disaster. O ne m ay imagine perhaps that, well, one view is right and the other 
is wrong, and  therefore, the right should pu t an  end to the wrong. Some people m ay feel th a t way. But even 
so, it does not appear particularly  easy to do that, whichever m ight be the right and whichever the wrong. A nd 
in the process of trying to do that, one does a great deal o f wrong. Therefore, tha t approach does not lead 
anywhere, w hatever approach is there, and  if th a t approach does not lead anywhere, then  the approach of w hat 
has been called cold w ar is a  very inefficient approach leading nowhere. Some other approach has to be 
found. I do not know; it is for the great m en of the world to th ink it out. But it is manifest, it seems to me, 
th a t the approach will have to be som ething very different from the approach of hatred  and  cold w ar which, it 
can be dem onstrably shown, have not led to any reasonable result in the past, m uch less will they do so in the 
future.

I t  is not perhaps by laying stress on tha t aspect of hum an nature which so easily becomes brutish tha t we 
shall solve the question. I do not pretend to say th a t people in this country or any particular country are 
better than  others. I believe that, broadly speaking, the people of Ind ia  are ra ther gentle and  yet I know 
very well th a t these so-called gentle people can and  have misbehaved terribly on occasions. W e, all o f us, 
are these mixtures o f the good and  the bad and  the question th a t arises is w hat policy we should pursue which 
m ight bring out the good ra ther than  the bad ; and  surely, a  policy of constant fear and  hatred  and  cold war 
is not going to bring out the good in  the individual or a nation, bu t ra ther bring out the bad.

T hen, there is sometimes w hat is called ‘ co-existence. * Well, we of course do co-exist, bu t not co-exist 
in the sense th a t we have to pu t up  w ith it, dislike it as we do, bu t ra ther, shall I say, the more integrated variety 
of it, and  ultim ately, one comes to  the conclusion th a t one cannot really proceed far if we always have the 
actuality or the prospect of violence th a t disturbs our m ind and brings out w hat is worst in us—fears and hatreds. 
O u r fears and  hatreds produce fears and hatreds in  the other. So, unless we can get rid  or try  to get rid  of this 
wake of violence, there appears to be no way out, unless th a t violence itself puts an  end to our problems. So, 
we come back to this grave problem , which is m uch deeper th an  these so-called differences in  systems, political 
or economic. I t  is a  problem  of the torm ented spirit of sensitive hum an beings today.

Perhaps those people for whom  the world is ju st white or black, w ith no interm ediate shades and  therefore 
who feel convinced of certain rightness of themselves and  certain wrongness of all those who oppose them , 
perhaps they think it is In a sense well, because they are not troubled by doubts. But more sensitive people are 
troubled by doubts. M ost sensitive people know th a t it is not a question of black or w hite and  th a t anyhow it 
is not a good thing to pursue a  wrong m ethod even to gain a  right object.

So, all these problems come to us. T o  all o f us, w hatever our vocation m ight be and  sometimes to those 
who are so firm in their opinions of their own rightness, I  would like to say in the words of a famous Englishman 
who lived long ago— Oliver Cromwell—who received a deputation, I  think, from the City of London— I forget 
w hat the deputation said, bu t it is im m aterial— and he replied to tha t “ Gentlem en, I  beseech you to consider in 
the bowels of Christ whether it is possible th a t you m ight be w rong ” . I t  is always possible for anyone of us 
to be wrong, and  for us to imagine tha t we are always right, I  venture to submit, is itself wrong. So, the only 
approach th a t we can make is an  approach of tolerance and an  approach of avoidance of violence and hatred. 
And I do think th a t if th a t approach were m ade, we would influence whose who, for the present, m ay be opposed 
to us, far more than by the approach of fear or the th reat of violence.
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I  venture to say this to this gathering because more than  any other group of people this gathering re
presents the touch of healing, the soothing touch and  w hat the world requires today more than  anything is this 
touch of healing not only to the body bu t to the tortured minds of hum anity.

SE C R ETA R Y -G EN ER A L (SA RD A R BALW ANT SIN G H  P U R I) : T he plenary session of the Con
ference will continue its deliberations in  the afternoon and  we shall m eet again a t 2.30 p.m . punctually.

( The Conference then adjourned)
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FIRST PLENARY MEETING 

October 28, 1957

SU M M A R Y  :— in t r o d u c t o r y  r e m a r k s  b y  r a j k u m a r i  a m r it  k a u r — o n  p r o p o s a l s  o f  c o u n c il  o f  d e l e g a t e s ,

ELECTION OF CHAIRMEN, VICE-CHAIRMEN AND SECRETARIES OF CONFERENCE AND COMMISSIONS— ADMITTANCE

OF THE PRESS TO MEETINGS OF CONFERENCE AND COMMISSIONS— REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF STANDING COM

MISSION— DISCUSSION OF PROTESTS AGAINST INVITATION OF A GOVERNMENT TO THE CONFERENCE POSTPONED TO

SPECIAL PLENARY MEETING.

The meeting was called to order at 2.30 p.m. with Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Chairman o f  the Managing Body
o f the Indian Red Cross, in the Chair.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (India, R ed Cross)— I t  is my privilege once again as C hairm an of the Ind ian  
R ed Cross to extend a  very hearty  welcome to you. I will now ask M r. Leopold Boissier to read to you the 
R eport of the Council of Delegates.

M r . B O ISSIER  (I.C .R .C .) (original French)—Ladies and Gentlem en: I have the honour to present to you 
the report o f the Council o f Delegates which m et this m orning, and appointed Lady Limerick as its Vice- 
Chairm an.

T he first item  which I m ust subm it to you is the election of the C hairm an of this Conference.

As C hairm an of the Council of Delegates, I have the honour to subm it for your consideration the appoint
m ent of the Chairm an of this X lX th  Conference. T he Council has unanimously proposed the election of 
R ajkum ari A m rit K aur, C hairm an of the M anaging Body of the Ind ian  R ed Cross. {Applause.)

In  accepting the proposal o f the Council of Delegates by acclam ation, you have honoured the whole R ed 
Cross movement, for there is no better illustration than  R ajkum ari A m rit K au r of the ideals of our movement, 
because of her extensive knowledge, her experience, and her devotion. You are all familiar w ith the various 
stages of her career which have led her from her ancestral home, through Oxford and  the capitals of Europe, 
to the work of assisting the weak and the forsaken. As a  disciple of G andhi, she learned from him  to see in 
every hum an being, whoever he m ay be, a brother to be loved and understood. W orking beside the m aster 
towards th a t ideal, she took part in  In d ia ’s accession to independence, and  since then has held high office in  the 
central Governm ent and  abroad. In  her, we greet Ind ia  of the past, Ind ia  of the future w hich by d in t of tre
mendous efforts is developing today, and Ind ia  the eternal. In  her we also greet w ith affectionate adm iration 
the first woman Chairm an of an  International R ed Cross Conference and, through her, if I  m ay be perm itted 
to say so, all women who are the best workers for our cause. {Applause.) In  your nam e I  now hand  to her the 
emblem of C hairm an of the Conference.

{Rajkumari Amrit Kaur then took the Chair)

As regards the Vice-Chairm en, the Council proposes the election of the heads of delegations of N ational 
Societies represented a t this Conference. {Applause.)

Next we come to the Council’s proposals concerning the Commissions of the Conference. I t  has been 
decided tha t three Commissions should be established : first, the General Commission; secondly, the In te r
national H um anitarian  Law Commission (which has previously been erroneously referred to as the H um an 
Rights Commission), and  thirdly, the Medico-Social Commission. A D rafting Com m ittee will also be set up.

T he Council of Delegates also submits to you certain proposals for the officers of these Commissions. I t  
has tried to reach a balanced distribution am ong the continents, since it would be impossible to achieve this 
am ong all the N ational R ed Cross Societies in view of the great num ber represented here. I shall now take each 
of these Commissions in tu rn  and make proposals to you for the office of C hairm an and Vice-Chairmen.

For the General Commission, C hairm an : G eneral M artola of Finland. {Applause.)

General Martola is elected by acclamation.

T he following are proposed as Vice-Chairm en: T he Countess of Limerick, G reat B ritain; M r. Jam es 
Nicholson, U nited States; H .E . A. A. Hekm at, Ira n ; Lt. General V an der K roon, N etherlands; Col. Soem arno 
Sosroatmodjo, Indonesia. {Applause.)

Elected by acclamation.
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N ext is the H um anitarian  Law Commission : as Chairm an, we propose M r. Jo h n  MacAulay, Canada, 
who was such an  efficient C hairm an of the Conference at Toronto. {Applause.)

M r. MacAulay is unanimously elected by acclamation.

T he V ice-Chairm en proposed are: Professor M iterev, U .S .S .R .; M rs. Li T eh-C huan, C hina; Prince 
F rederic  de M erode, Belgium ; Justice Aung R hine, Burm a ; and Dr. Agustin Inostrosa, Chile. {Applause.)

Elected by acclamation.

N ext we come to the Medico-Social Commission : the Council of Delegates proposes as Chairm an 
M rs. Irene Domanska, Poland. {Applause.)

Elected by acclamation.

As V ice-Chairm en: Sir Peter M acCallum , A ustralia ; Dr. O ctavian Belea, R um ania; General Dr. Guido 
Ferri, Ita ly ; Dr. Ib rah im  Shawky, Egypt ; Prof. A. von A lbertini, Switzerland. {Applause.)

Elected by acclamation.

N ext you m ust elect the members of the D rafting Committee, which will obviously have a difficult task. 
W e propose as C hairm an M r. Sloper of Brazil. {Applause.)

I f  you agree, M r. Sloper will be assisted by Sardar Balwant Singh Puri, Secretary-General of the Indian 
R ed Cross ; M r. C laude Pilloud, of the In ternational Committee of the  R ed Cross ; M r. W . J .  Phillips, of the 
League of R ed Cross Societies ; and M r. Shanker N igam  of the Ind ian  R ed Cross. {Applause.)

T here are still two questions which I m ust subm it to you. T he first concerns the attendance of the 
Press a t meetings of Commissions. T he Standing Commission had  proposed tha t the Press should be adm itted 
only to plenary meetings and not to meetings of Commissions ; a t its m eeting this m orning, however, the Council 
o f Delegates took a contrary decision by 38 votes to 10 and proposes to you th a t the Press should be adm itted 
to  meetings of Commissions. This is a ra ther delicate m atter and I think th a t the Conference should take a 
clear decision on it. I would rem ind you tha t each governm ental delegation has one vote and each National 
Society also has one vote.

H .E . M r. R U E G G E R  (Switzerland, Government) (original French)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and 
G entlem en : I  venture to make an  urgent appeal to the present gathering to consider carefully the decision which 
it is about to take. W e all know and  appreciate fully th a t the Press is a necessary and  beneficial institution for 
us, and  it is increasingly essential as regards the R ed Cross cause, in order to disseminate throughout the world 
the principles and  ideals on which our work is based. Sometimes, however, w ithin the R ed Cross too, we have 
to  build up this structure, brick by brick, and we must be able to work w ith some discretion and  to avoid 
pro tracted  discussions and speeches which, I  regret to say, are sometimes addressed not so m uch to the members 
of the Commissions as to the general public; speeches of tha t kind prolong our work unduly and  distort the 
conduct of our business. Now, as you have heard from the rem arkable speech to which we listened this morning, 
the world looks to this Conference of ours, meeting in India, to perform constructive and  efficient work. T he 
tim e a t our disposal is short; we hope th a t some guidance will emerge from this Conference and  th a t there will 
be sufficient unity  of views on a  few m ain principles. M ust we subm it all this to the crossfire and  com m ent of 
the  Press ? I t  is so easy to say yes, it is more dem ocratic and a dem onstration of liberty to adm it the Press— 
b u t is th a t really so? First of all we have a jo b  to do, and then w hat we have done will be examined closely 
in plenary meetings; it is in this second stage that the Press will be of great and indispensable assistance. I  thank 
you, M adam  Chairm an.

Mrs. L I T E H -C H U A N  (People’s R epublic of China, R ed Cross)— M adam  C hairm an and fellow-dele- 
gates: T here are certain things which the Chinese G overnm ent and  the Chinese R ed Cross have to raise as an 
em ergency m atter before this Conference on a point o f order. According to news verified from m any sources, 
the C hairm an o f the Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross, M r. Francois-Poncet, under the 
direction of the U nited  States delegation, on O ctober 26, in disregard of the opposition of the m ajority of the 
m em bers of the S tanding Commission, has gone so far as to rob the nam e of the Standing Commission to send of 
his own will, a telegram  to the so-called M inister of Foreign Affairs of the Governm ent of the Republic of the 
C hiang Kai-shek clique entrenched as the Republic of China, Taiw an, to send delegates speedily to attend 
the Conference. T he delegates of the Chiang Kai-shek clique are on their way to the Conference.

M r. Francois-Poncet, as C hairm an of an  international organization has the audacity to misuse his 
au thority  to serve the cause of the U nited States in creating two Chinas and disrupt the Conference. This is 
a provocation against this Conference and it is intolerable to the Chinese delegation as to all fair-minded people.
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T he delegation of the People’s Republic of China and  the R ed Cross Society of China hereby makes the 
following proposal before the Conference :

T he Conference strongly condemns the U nited  States delegation for the carrying out of its sinister political 
plot a t the International R ed Cross Conference and  the illegal act o f M r. Francois-Poncet and im m ediately takes 
emergency measures to forbid C hiang’s clique repudiated by the Chinese people from attending the Conference.

T he Chinese people and the Chinese Governm ent resolutely opposes the creation of two Chinas and 
would have absolutely nothing to do w ith any International Conference in which the elements of Chiang K ai- 
shek’s clique attend and take part.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I would like to bring to the notice of the delegate from 
China th a t any emergency m otion has to be placed before the C hairm an before it can be p u t here and  I 
would also like, on behalf of the S tanding Commission, to say th a t A m bassador Francois-Poncet has done 
nothing on behalf of the S tanding Commission.

W e will now go on w ith the election, before we take the vote on the admission of the  Press, of the 
Secretary G eneral and  Assistant Secretaries G eneral of the Conference.

M r . B O IS S IE R  (IC R C ) (original F rench)— After asking you to elect the C hairm en and  Vice- 
C hairm en of the  Commissions, I  om itted to ask you to elect a  Secretary G eneral o f this Conference. T he 
Council of Delegates proposes the m an who, working beside our C hairm an, has prepared this Conference, 
who has worked for a  num ber of years m ost conscientiously and  efficiently, and  whom  we all adm ire as 
one of the best servants of the R ed Cross : S ardar Balw ant Singh Puri. {Applause.)

Sardar Balwant Singh Puri is elected by acclamation as Secretary General o f  the Conference.

W e propose th a t M r. Pilloud, of the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross, and  M r. Phillips of 
the League, should ac t as Assistant Secretaries G eneral. {Applause.)

M r. Pilloud and M r. Phillips are elected by acclamation.

Before a vote is taken on the question of adm itting the Press, I have one further m atter to subm it to  your 
attention. T he Council of Delegates decided to propose tha t the representatives of the Sudanese R ed Crescent 
and the R ed Cross of the Dem ocratic R epublic of V iet-N am  should be granted the right to  vote during the 
present Conference. Both these Societies have applied to the In ternational Com m ittee for recognition, bu t 
the  applications were received too late for the Com m ittee to  be able to give them  proper consideration and  to 
consult the League. They both fulfil the requisite conditions, however, and  I am  confident th a t if  you grant 
them  the right to vote, it will be possible to adm it them  to the League in  the course o f this Conference, as an  
exceptional measure. I therefore propose tha t the representatives of the Sudanese R ed  Crescent and  the R ed 
Cross of the Dem ocratic Republic of V iet-N am  be granted the right to vote a t this Conference. {Applause.)

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—Now we proceed to vote on the proposals p u t before you in 
regard to the admission of the Press to plenary sessions as well as to the meetings of the Commissions.

H.E. M r . SC IL IN G O  (Argentina, G overnm ent)— M adam  C hairm an and  Delegates : I  have listened 
with great attention to the impassioned appeal of the C hairm an of the Swiss G overnm ent delegation. T he 
Argentine delegation feels tha t the R ed Cross movem ent is based on public opinion, tha t it needs the support 
of the people and under those circumstances it feels th a t we should run  the risk of whatever things are being 
discussed coming to the knowledge of the people. I t  is the responsibility of the delegations intervening in the 
debate th a t would apply a necessary brake. Consequently the A rgentine delegation would favour th a t in the 
discussions the Press be adm itted.

M r s . BARRY (Ireland, R ed Cross)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en: This m orning I 
proposed th a t the Press be adm itted to the plenary sessions of the In ternational Conference. I asked th a t 
the Press m ight be excluded from the m eetings of the Commissions. I did it for three reasons. M y first 
reason was th a t in Commissions where the Press is adm itted there is valuable time lost w ith propagandist 
statements. M y second reason is th a t very often the alteration of one word in a  statem ent m ade a t  a  Com 
mission through an  inaccuracy—not wilful inaccuracy— of the Press can alter the whole m eaning of the state
m ent. M y th ird  reason was th a t very often the Press has an  effect on the morale o f various delegations. 
Those w ere my three reasons.
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I know th a t the R ed Cross in the world has nothing to hide, th a t everything it does is open to inspection 
a t all times. But I  did make the appeal because I have been a t m any conferences and I have found a  great deal 
o f our tim e lost through long propagandist statements. I would appeal to you now to consider it very seriously.

Mrs. K A M A LEN D U  M A T I SHAH (India, R ed Cross)— I ju st wish to  say tha t I think it would be good 
if the Press were to be adm itted, because whatever we do we do for the general good and that should be 
broadcast. I t  should be known to everybody. O f course, there is good and bad in everything. T here m ay be 
advantages and  disadvantages. But everybody should know our good activities. Therefore, I am  in favour 
th a t the Press should rem ain and broadcast our activities.

M r. DYM AS FU N ES-H A R TM A N N  (El Salvador, G overnm ent arid R ed Cross) (original Spanish)— 
M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and Gentlemen : I am  convinced tha t generally speaking the Press is one of the greatest 
helpers of the R ed Cross movement, for w ithout its spontaneous and disinterested co-operation it would be 
difficult for us to achieve any success a t all in our countries. I should like to take this opportunity to express 
before this distinguished gathering our praise and  gratitude to the Press of all the countries of the world. I 
believe, however, th a t we should reflect very carefully on the question of adm itting representatives of the Press 
to meetings of small Commissions.

Although R ed Cross m atters are not m atters to be dealt w ith in secret or which should be hidden a t any 
time, certain opinions m ay sometimes be expressed which, because they pertain to  technical questions, can only 
be understood by those who are qualified to evaluate and appreciate them  properly. I f  those opinions were 
heard  by persons who may have a first class general knowledge and education bu t are not sufficiently well versed 
in  the special problems of the R ed Cross movem ent, this m ight result in certain articles in the Press which 
would not be conducive to the development of our activities.

I  have therefore come to this rostrum  to urge you to consider very carefully w hether or not the Press 
should be adm itted to meetings of small Commissions during the present Conference.

H .E. M r . PAN T Z U -L I (People’s Republic of China, Governm ent)— M adam  Chairm an, You have just 
said th a t the Conference should go through the norm al procedures. W e understand this rule and  this rule 
should be followed. But ours is an  emergency m otion. I t  is a  question of the utm ost importance, namely 
the question of organization of this Conference. I f  this question is not settled, the Conference cannot proceed 
smoothly. Therefore, this question m ust be discussed before other questions.

Mrs. PECSO N  (Philippines, R ed Cross)— M adam  C hairm an and fellow-delegates : T he R ed Cross is 
a people’s movement. W hat, I pray, can such a noble movem ent hide from the people upon whom it depends 
for support ? Because of the very nature  of its work, the R ed Cross should always welcome—nay, invite— the 
Press to its meetings so th a t the Press can help to strengthen it by keeping the people constantly informed about 
its ideals and  activities and  thereby guide public opinion in its favour.

As to the argum ents presented here against admission of newspaper reporters to Commission meetings 
because delegates would take advantage and  m ake long speeches for purposes of propaganda : please perm it 
m e to state th a t the delegation of the Philippine N ational R ed Cross and  the representative of my Government 
are one in the belief to the contrary. We believe th a t when the Press is present, people become more careful, 
and  therefore, sparing in  their statements. W e th ink th a t the argum ent I have just mentioned can never 
hold true particularly in an  august body like this one composed of selected representatives of sovereign peoples 
and  their R ed Cross Societies and who are consequently responsible persons.

O n the other hand, we have faith in the integrity and fairness of the Press. We are positive tha t its 
members will never break confidence w ith us, never w ith the R ed Cross. Democracy dem ands—and so does the 
welfare of the R ed Cross—th a t the Press be given access not only to our plenary sessions bu t also to Commission 
meetings. However, should there be need for executive session, which in the case of the R ed Cross there should 
never be, then the C hairm an can call one quietly, bu t the general rule should be for authorised representatives 
o f the Press being given access to R ed Cross meetings.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I hope the delegate from the U .S.S.R . is going to speak on 
this point only, because no other point is to be raised now. Does he wish to speak on this question of the 
admission of the Press ?

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U .S.S.R., G overnm ent and R ed Cross)— M adam  Chairm an, fellow-delegates : I t  
seems to me tha t a t today’s session, the question of the admission of the Press to our sittings has become a
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prolonged one. I believe tha t this question could have been solved long ago and  then we could have proceeded 
to  the next and  very urgent question. O n behalf o f the delegation o f the Soviet Governm ent and  on behalf 
of the A lliance of R ed Cross and  R ed Crescent Societies of the U .S.S.R ., I fully support the statem ent m ade 
by the Chinese delegate, because of the wrong decision of the Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed 
Cross and because of the fact th a t Ambassador A ndre Francois-Poncet sent, of his own will, a  telegram  to Taiwan, 
the Conference cannot proceed to its business.

W e all know th a t there is only one R ed Cross Society in  China and  there is only one C hina in  the world. 
This State cannot be deprived of its rights. I  insist tha t the Chinese question be pu t to the discussion.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I am  not going to have any more speeches on this Press question, 
and I shall pu t it to the vote. W ill those in favour of the Press attending the plenary session please raise their 
hands. (Some members raised their hands.)

Are there any against the Press attending the plenary sessions ? No. So the proposal tha t the Press m ay 
attend the plenary sessions is carried unanimously.

T he second proposal before you is th a t the Press be allowed to a ttend  the meetings of the  three C om 
missions bu t tha t if ever the Chairm an wants to have a  session in camera, the Commissions will be entitled to have 
the sessions in camera and the Press will not be adm itted. W ill those in favour of this proposal please raise their 
hands and keep them  up because we m ay have to take a count. Will those who are against this proposal please 
raise their hands. According to the votes counted, there are 63 in favour of the Press coming to the Commissions, 
the Chairm en having the right of holding the sessions in camera, should they wish to do so. 63 are in  favour and  
31 are against. So, the proposal is carried.

T he report of the Council o f Delegates is finished. Before we proceed to anything else, I  wish to  say how 
sorry I am  tha t this Conference begins on a note of gloom. Ju s t a  little while ago, as I  arrived in  this hall for 
this first plenary session, I  was informed th a t M ajor General Costedoat, delegate of France, had  passed away. 
I am  sure we are all very sad a t this event happening to a person who would have m ade, I am  sure, a very valu
able contribution to the deliberations of this Conference. I  am  sure you would like on behalf of all o f us to 
extend our sym pathy to the Leader of the French delegation and  also ask him  to convey our sym pathy to the 
relatives of the deceased. M ay we all stand in  silence for a  m inute to express our sorrow ?

( The Conference then stood in silence fo r  a minute)

Fellow-delegates, my first duty is to thank you in all hum ility for the honour you have done m e by 
electing me the C hairm an of the Conference. T o  chair an  international conference these days is not an  easy task. 
But you have reposed confidence in me and equally I  repose tha t confidence in you. I do w ant the support 
o f all o f you. I w ant this Conference to be a  specially successful conference, breathing the R ed Cross spirit in 
accord w ith the inspiring messages tha t were given to us from the floor of this rostrum  this m orning. T hank 
you very m uch and I hope you will all help me to fulfil the task you have allotted me. I t  is a responsible task 
and I  will no t be able to do it w ithout your co-operation.

I  would also like to tell delegates th a t if they have any im portant m atter, or an  urgent m atter, to be 
considered, they should send up a slip to the Chairm an before coming to the rostrum  to speak on things which 
are not on the agenda.

We now go on to the report o f the S tanding Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross and I  ask 
Ambassador Francois-Poncet to come and  give us his report.

H .E. M r . PAN T Z U -L I (People’s Republic of China, Governm ent)—W e w ant to raise an  emergency 
m atter.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I appeal to every Delegate here tha t if they have any emergency 
question to raise, they should do me the courtesy of sending their proposals to me.

H .E. M r. PAN T Z U -L I (People’s Republic of China, Governm ent)—We have the right to raise this 
question again.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—But you have no right to come to the rostrum  and  speak on 
something which is not relevant to the issue under discussion. Now, I m ay say this to you th a t the Standing 
Commission has not gone back on anything th a t it has done. I  may also say this to you th a t I  received a 
telegram myself yesterday m orning asking me to change the nam e used for the G overnm ent of the Republic
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of China and  I  have said, “ No So, I have no news a t the m om ent of anybody coming from Taiw an and  I 
hope th a t China will accept that. We have had this question discussed a t length in the Toronto Conference 
and you have seen w hat the result of those deliberations has been. T he People’s Republic of China is a full- 
fledged m em ber of the R ed Cross body.

I  will ask Ambassador Francois-Poncet to present the report of the Standing Commission.
H .E . M r . FR A N C O IS-PO N C E T  (France, R ed Cross) (original French)— M adam  C hairm an, Ladies 

and G entlem en: I  have the honour to report to you on the work of the S tanding Commission of the International 
R ed  Cross from the sum m er of 1952 to the present time. M ay I first refresh your memories by reviewing a few 
points in retrospect. T he Standing Commission in  its present form dates from the Stockholm Conference of 
1948. I t  is true th a t it existed before then and  th a t it figured in  our Statutes. I t  was, however, in spite of its 
nam e, a body which functioned only interm ittently. I t  m et every four years, a t the end of the International 
Conference, and  ratified the decisions taken by the latter. This done, it then subsided and  only became active 
again ju st before the next Conference. I t  decided where this was to be held, fixed the date, prepared the list of 
those taking part and the agenda, and  looked after the internal organization in agreem ent w ith the N ational 
Society acting as host. But between one Conference and the next there was a  vacuum ; there was nothing to 
ensure co-operation, unity, continuity and smooth relations between the IC R C , the League and the N ational 
Societies, and  there was no authorised body w hich could, if the need arose, express jo in t and  common views. 
T h e  Stockholm Conference, disturbed by this state of affairs and wishing to remedy it, decided to carry out an  
experim ent. This was the subject o f Resolution 13. This arrangem ent did not alter the composition of the 
Standing Commission which rem ained as it had  been in the past and  which consisted then, as now, of nine 
members : two delegates of the IC R C , one of w hom  m ust be the President of the Committee, two from the 
League, one o f whom must be its C hairm an and  five members from N ational Societies elected not by reason 
of their nationality bu t on a  personal basis and  by virtue of their standing in leading International R ed Cross 
circles. T h e  Stockholm Conference m ade this Commission, composed in the same way, into a  truly perm anent 
body. I t  laid down tha t it should m eet twice yearly and more frequently if necessary. I t  extended and 
clearly defined its m andate. T he Commission was m ade responsible not only for settling differences which m ight 
arise in connection w ith the interpretation of the Statutes and  for organising the next In ternational Conference 
bu t also for ensuring the coordination of the work of the In ternational Committee and the League during the 
period elapsing between the International Conferences, studying all questions common to the two organizations 
and  calling for cooperation, examining all legal disputes, and  adopting whatever course circumstances m ight 
dem and, w ith the reservation th a t these would be reported to the next International Conference.

Resolution 13 adopted by the Stockholm Conference w ent even further. I t  instructed the President 
o f the IC R C , the C hairm an of the League, and  the Chairm an of the Standing Commission to m eet during 
the period elapsing between ordinary m eetings of the Standing Commission, a t any time which one or other 
m ight consider critical, for the purpose o f  consultation and, possibly, of deciding on action to be taken. In  this 
way, the S tanding Commission came to be an  active wheel in the In ternational R ed Cross machine. I t  acted 
as look-out and  navigator o f the ship d u ring  the crossing from one Conference to another bu t w ithout in
fringing the independence and  initiative which, w ithin their respective spheres, are the right of the different 
bodies w hich jo in tly  constitute the R ed Cross.

Between the Stockholm Conference in  1948 and the Toronto Conference in 1952 its work was carried out 
as planned. T he results were eminently satisfactory and the Toronto Conference therefore simply incorporated 
the terms of Resolution 13 approved a t Stockholm into the Statutes of the International R ed Cross. A nd very 
shortly afterwards these terms appeared, w ithout modification, in Articles IX , X , X I and  X I I  of the revised 
Statutes w hich now constitute the C harter— no longer provisional bu t final—of the Standing Commission. 
I am  sure the m eeting will forgive me for this survey of the past. In  m y opinion it is never superfluous to look 
back in order to show w here one is going.

From  1952 to 1957, from the Toronto Conference to tha t in New Delhi, the Standing Commission has 
been composed as follows :
C hairm an : Ambassador Francois-Poncet.
V ice-C hairm an: R ajkum ari A m rit K aur.
M em ber, Assistant to 

the C hairm an : M r. Sloper.
M em bers : M r. Nicholson and  M r. Pachkov; T he President, M r. Ruegger, and M r. Siordet, for the

IC R C ; T he Chairm an, Judge Sandstrom, and Lady Limerick, for the League.

W hen M r. R uegger relinquished the Presidency of the IC R C , his successor, M r. Leopold Boissier 
cam e to  jo in  us. I should like to take this opportunity of expressing appreciation to these two em inent figures



and  to pay a well-deserved tribute to the m em bers o f the Commission, to their complete devotion to our cause, 
the conscientious enthusiasm w ith which they have carried out their duties and  to com m end and  thank them  
for the atm osphere of friendliness, m utual understanding and co-operation which has reigned a t all its meetings.

D uring these five years, the Standing Commission has m et on the appointed dates, twice a year, and each 
time it has reported to the Executive Committee of the League on its work. O n  one occasion, o f w hich I will 
speak in a m om ent, it held an  extraordinary meeting. T he three Presidents have rem ained equally faithful 
to their m andate and have exchanged views regularly. Each m onth the Directors of the IC R C  and the 
League examined and took decisions jointly on each others’ business and problems always under the supervi
sion of the Standing Commission bu t w ithout its being necessary for it to intervene as arbitrator. Agreem ent is 
always reached by friendly means. T here have been no quarrels betw een them . T he Commission, which is 
basically a court of arbitration has never been informed of the existence of any dispute. But we should not 
read into this tha t it has achieved nothing ! I t  is the Commission’s very existence and its perm anence which, 
to a large extent, exercise a conciliatory influence. I t  becomes a po in t of honour not to be obliged to have 
recourse to it. N or do we wish to imply here th a t it is fear o f the overseer, which is the basis o f good conduct. 
W e should point out too tha t in chemistry certa in  elements can only be combined when a third is added. The 
phenom enon which we have witnessed is something similar. Those of you who are present will no doubt 
rem em ber th a t on 8 December, 1951, the IC R C  and  the League reached an  agreem ent, a modus vivendi, defining 
the prerogatives each in its own sphere of action of the two organizations. This agreem ent has been firmly 
adhered to  and pu t into effect in the genuine spirit and on behalf of the Red Cross. I am  not going into details 
today of the questions which we have studied : m any of them  are routine m atters and come w ithin the category 
of current business. I t  will therefore no doubt be sufficient to record the most im portant m atters w ith which 
we have been called upon to deal.

T he S tanding Commission has been responsible for compiling and publishing the new edition, in  three 
languages, o f the H andbook of the International R ed Cross which is, if I m ay use the word our “ Bible ” . 
T he Commission, anxious to speed up the ratification of the Geneva Conventions which w ere revised and added 
to in 1949, requested N ational Societies, in the nam e of the three Presidents, to b ring  pressure to bear upon 
dilatory Governments. This measure has proved effective as, a t the present time, m ore than  two-thirds of the 
States concerned, tha t is 65, have ratified the Conventions, thus giving them  the force of law. T he Com
mission has sanctioned recognition of a  num ber of new N ational Societies by the IC R C  and their admission 
to the League; this brings the num ber of m em ber Societies to 77. W e can be justifiably proud of these new 
enrolments which are proof of the wide-spread influence of the In ternational R ed Cross, provided of course tha t 
the new members become im bued w ith its spirit and traditions, and loyally respect its regulations.

T he R ed Shield of David Society (M agen David Adorn) has applied once more to the Commission for 
recognition and admission to the organization, bu t it wishes a t the same time to retain  its emblem. T he 
Commission pointed out tha t the m atter did not come w ithin its competence bu t th a t it was for the next Con
ference to take a decision on the Israeli request; moreover, any possible modification in the denom ination 
of the R ed Cross would call for the m eeting and approval of a  special Diplomatic Conference. Finally, no new 
facts had arisen since the last Conference rejected the application to which we refer, as the Red Shield of David 
had refused to accept the existing emblems, and persisted in its wish to retain  its own. T he Commission 
therefore expressed the opinion that-it considered no useful purpose would be served by re-opening a debate 
which seemed to have, for the m om ent, no possibility of reaching a conclusion and th a t was also the opinion of 
the R ed Shield of D avid Society, since it has w ithdraw n its application. Tw o suggestions have been subm itted 
to the Commission. T he object of the first was to introduce into the Conference Regulations a clause stipula
ting a definite “ quorum  ” , i.e. the presence of a m inim um  num ber of Societies to render discussions and decisions 
valid T he second referred to the period of time which should elapse between Conferences which some consi
dered were held too frequently. W ith regard to the first point, the Commission considered that, in applying 
as it does the quorum  rule for the Board of Governors, the Conference, whose sessions are certainly not limited, 
benefited indirectly, in tha t the Board of Governors meets a t the same tim e as the Conference. T here seemed 
therefore to  be no point in complicating and overloading the Statutes a t present in force by the addition of a 
new clause. M oreover, it has never happened th a t an insufficient num ber of representatives were present at 
the Conference.

W ith regard to the frequency with which Conferences are held, it is true th a t m any Societies consider this 
excessive and th a t they would like to see a longer period between each. This is a point which is worth discussing.

T he Standing Commission pointed out tha t the Statutes are not sufficiently explicit in  this respect. T hey  
stipulate th a t Conferences shall be held, in principle, every four years. T h e  words “  in principle ” leave a  certain 
latitude. In  fact, the X lX th  Conference has been convened not four bu t five years after the X V IIIth . I t  m ay 
therefore be opportune to give the S tanding Commission definite authority to apply the latitude afforded it in
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the  present Statutes to the extent justified by circumstances, ra ther than  to tie it to a  rigid and pre-deter- 
m ined period of time.

T h e  Alliance of R ed Cross and R ed Crescent Societies of the U .S.S.R . would have liked the Commission 
to recom m end the adoption o f Russian as a working language, with effect from the X lX th  Conference, on the 
same footing w ith Spanish, French and English. T he Rules of Procedure governing In ternational Conferences 
stipulate th a t the translation from one of these three languages into the other two m ust be the responsibility 
o f the Society w hich is acting as host and organizing the Conference. I f  other languages are used, their transla
tion  is the responsibility o f the people using them . Russian has hitherto come under this category. T he 
U .S .S .R . request was for Russian to be considered as a m ain language alongside the three others. T he Standing 
Commission did not feel qualified to endorse an  innovation of such im portance which entails serious considera
tions of a  m aterial nature and  w hich would ru n  the risk o f encouraging sim ilar requests from other Societies. 
I t  therefore considered th a t it was for the Conference to decide, should the question be subm itted to it.

D uring the past five years there has, unfortunately, been a great deal of suffering and m any natural 
disasters have occurred. Floods, fires, and  earthquakes have followed each other almost w ithout in terruption 
and  the Netherlands, Italy, Mexico, Belgium, Algeria, England, Greece, Turkey, Iraq , Iran , India, H aiti, the 
Lebanon, Australia, Pakistan, Colombia, etc. have all suffered. In  all these tragic cases the R ed Cross orga
nizations, the In ternational Committee, the League and  the N ational Societies have come to the assistance of 
the victims. T he S tanding Com m ission'had no reason to intervene in  the work undertaken. This was not its 
responsibility. W hen, however, it was informed of the work which had been carried out, it was able to appre
ciate w ith pleasure and  pride the speed and  efficiency w ith which the  R ed Cross had carried out its hum anitarian  
work, the fine example, the unfailing generosity, the enthusiasm and the devotion which the R ed Cross had  
manifested a t all levels, and  the sym pathetic response w hich it had awakened am ong Governments and am ong 
the public, not to m ention the splendid co-operation which it enjoyed in carrying out its work.

T o  disasters resulting from n a tu ra l causes was added, unfortunately, suffering caused by m an. No sooner 
had  w ar finished in K orea and  Indo-C hina than  civil w ar broke out in G uatem ala, and  there was serious trouble 
in N orth Africa, Egypt and  H ungary.

In  K orea and Indo-C hina, the IC R C  had not .been able to carry out its work except in  behalf of one 
of the two com batants. In  G uatem ala it succeeded in gaining in  principle, and obtaining in practice, authority  
to visit and  assist political prisoners. In  this precedent we m ay perhaps see the seed of a new international 
Convention which would secure for political prisoners, in  the same way as for prisoners of war, certain guarantees 
o f a  hum anitarian  nature which would be controlled by the Committee. In  M orocco and  Algeria, the IC R C  
paid  repeated visits o f inspection to detention and assembly centres and  internm ent camps, and sent reports to 
the respective Governm ents bu t they did not m eet w ith a  similar response from the other side. O n the contrary, 
the H ungarian  incident called for the entire International R ed Cross m achinery: Committee, League, N ational 
Societies, Governments. T here is no doubt th a t this was one of the most extensive large-scale relief operations 
h itherto  undertaken and successfully carried out by the R ed Cross. T here is no need for me to describe the 
m any vicissitudes of this undertaking. T he Com m ittee and the League naturally assumed responsibility for this 
work and, as it was perfectly divided between them  and  the N ational Societies, excellent co-operation was 
achieved w ithout friction and  in the best possible conditions, w ithout there being any necessity for the Standing 
Commission to intervene. I t  has the satisfaction of noting th a t whereas the events in H ungary had  given rise 
to a surge of political passion throughout the world, the R ed Cross only excited hum an emotions. Faithful to 
its principles, it was able to alienate all considerations of a political nature and to devote itself entirely to the 
alleviation of distress, suffering and misery. A nother point was forced upon the m embers’ notice. A t the 
start o f a  relief action one of the first difficulties encountered is caused by the spontaneous despatching (without 
due consideration) of a  variety of articles, often of a most nondescript nature, coming from numerous and varying 
sources.

T he first th ing  to be done is to plan, direct and co-ordinate efforts, to adapt and regulate them  in accor
dance w ith the nature  and  urgency of requirem ents, if  one is to avoid confusion, accum ulation and  insufficiency 
of supplies, the collection of useless articles and  loss. T he League has given some very sound advice in  this 
connection, to the effect th a t no action should be taken until its representatives, sent to the field of action, have 
been able to survey the extent of the dam age and  to state w hat measures are immediately necessary. Nevertheless, 
this advice, based on past experience, has not always been followed. I t  should be said that the information given 
to  the N ational Societies taking part in the relief action was sometimes contradictory and  on some occasions 
differed from one day to  another. I t  would, in fact, be advisable for the R ed Cross to  be recognised, in all 
countries, by the G overnm ent, and  the public as the sole body responsible for the collecting, co-ordinating, a r
ranging  and  despatching of relief supplies. These are problems which require to be studied and to which, 
after the X lX th  Conference, the Standing Commission should endeavour to find a solution. I have just said
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tha t the Standing Commission did not have to intervene in  the relief action in  H ungary ; nevertheless, it was 
severely affected by it. From  the autum n of 1955 until early in 1956, it was engaged in the preparation of the 
X lX th  Ccr.ference, which, a t the invitation of the Ind ian  R ed Cross, was to be held in New Delhi. T he date 
originally arranged was O ctober 1956, which, in agreem ent w ith the Society acting as host, was later changed to 
Jan u ary  24, 1957.

W hen draw ing up the Agenda, the S tanding Commission had decided th a t it was necessary to reduce 
and simplify the program m e (generally too long and overloaded with m atters of secondary im portance) of the 
Conference, to place all its work under the general title of “ T he Protection of the Civilian Population ” and 
to reduce Commissions to four: General Commission, In ternational H um anitarian  Law Commission, M edico- 
Social Commission and D rafting Committee. In  this connection, it has received protests (in the same m anner 
and in the same terms as a t Toronto) from the G overnm ent and the R ed Cross of the People’s R epublic of China 
and the Governm ent and the R ed Cross of Formosa. T he Governm ent and  the R ed Cross of Peking protested 
against the invitation sent to the Governm ent and  the R ed Cross of Formosa, whose existence they refuse to 
acknowledge. For their part, the Governm ent and the R ed Cross of Formosa claimed to be the only bodies 
qualified to represent China, and protested against the invitation sent to the Governm ent and  the R ed Cross 
of Peking. T he dispute was not new; it had been dealt w ith by the X V III th  Conference in Toronto. T he Stan
ding Commission m ade reference to the traditional ruling whereby the In ternational Red Cross does not concern 
itself with the legitimacy of Governments. I t  is sufficient for a Governm ent to exercise its authority  over a 
particular territory and for it to be signatory to the Geneva Conventions to have the right to take part, w ithout 
reservations, in the In ternational Conference. I t  is sufficient for the Society to carry out effective activities in 
the territory under th a t G overnm ent’s control, and for it to be officially recognized by the IC R C , to be called 
upon to participate in the In ternational Conference w ith the right to take p art in the discussions and to  vote. 
I f  not, it can only be invited as an  observer.

In  application of those principles, the Standing Commission invited the Governm ent of the People’s 
Republic of China, signatory to the Conventions and the R ed Cross of the People’s Republic of China, recog
nized by the IC R C , to take part in  the X lX th  Conference, w ith the right to take p art in the discussions and 
to vote. I t  also invited the Governm ent of Taiw an, as such and  inasm uch as it exercises effective authority  in 
the island of Taiw an, and  is signatory to the Conventions, to  attend in its full right the X lX th  Conference. 
T he R ed Cross Society of Taiw an, however, w hich exists and, in fact, carries out its activities in  the territory 
of Formosa bu t has not been recognized by the IC R C , as it has never taken the necessary action, could only 
be invited as an  observer, in an  advisory capacity bu t w ithout the  right to vote. T he S tanding Commission 
has not succeeded in convincing the parties in dispute th a t they should  accept these principles and adm it th a t 
there can be two Chinese Governments and  two Chinese R ed Cross Societies, ju st as there are two Govern
ments and two R ed Cross Societies in G erm any, K orea and V iet-N am . Nevertheless, their obstinacy is no 
reason for us to sacrifice the rules and traditions of our Statutes on their behalf. T he Standing Commission 
therefore overruled their continued protests, in spite of the lengthy exchange of correspondence in  which both 
parties invariably repeated the same arguments. A part from this there was an  additional dispute which 
arose. O n 26 M arch, 1957, a letter of invitation which was intended for the G overnm ent of the Republic 
o f China was addressed to the Governm ent of the Republic of Formosa. This Governm ent first of all did not 
appear to be offended. I t  even accepted the invitation by a letter which was dated 14 M ay and sent a  list of 
its delegates. But five m onths later, on 5 O ctober, 1957, it declared, on the eve of the Conference, th a t having 
called it the Governm ent of Formosa and not the G overnm ent of the R epublic of China was an  abuse and  it 
complained to several Governments, and it decided to go back upon its acceptance and refused to take p a rt in 
the present Conference. I t  even thought it fit a t th a t tim e to send to the Ind ian  R ed Cross and to its President, 
R ajkum ari A m rit K aur, a very strong reproach. Ladies and Gentlemen, Princess A m rit K au r and the Ind ian  
R ed Cross do not deserve in any way these reproaches. T hey have not acted on their own initiative. They 
acted strictly in accordance w ith the communications given them  by the Standing Commission of the In te r
national R ed Cross, and  for w hich I  have just explained the reasons. T h e  Standing Commission approves 
w ithout reservation their conduct and takes full responsibility, and considers it deeply unjust to lay tha t 
responsibility a t their door. I t  has been asked why the S tanding Commission sent a letter o f invitation to the 
Governm ent of Formosa and not to the Governm ent of the Republic of China, and  some have seen in this designa
tion a political intention. Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to solemnly declare here th a t the Standing Com
mission was moved by no political considerations. T he day is not purer than  our intentions. I t  considered tha t 
the two terms “Republic of C hina” and the “ People’s Republic of China” would lead to confusion, and  th a t 
Formosa was clear. T h a t was the sole reason. Has tha t been a mistake ? I f  th a t has been a mistake, it is not 
a  very serious one, since the Governm ent of the Republic of China took seven m onths to become aware of it. 
I t  is not a very serious one since in reply to a letter sent by me w ith no indication of m y official capacity in 
which I stated th a t the In ternational Conference would open on O ctober 28, the Governm ent of the Republic
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o f  China— addressed by its official title—replied th a t it would send representatives to be present. T he 
In ternational R ed Cross is not a legal authority, still less a political authority, and  it has no special authority  
to  create any precedents. T h e  incident m ay therefore be regarded as closed, and I ask you to pu t an  end to it. 
I t  has led us very far from our norm al preoccupations, far from the subjects for which we have gathered here. 
I  wish now to continue, w ith your permission, the reading of my report.

A part from this incident, the m atter was following the norm al procedure. Preparations were in full swing 
and  the invitations had been posted. M embers of the League and the IC R C  staff had already been sent in 
advance to India. Team s of interpreters had  already been engaged when the disturbances in H ungary and 
Suez, to which I  have already referred, broke out. Strong feelings were aroused throughout the world. A storm 
of controversy arose, bu t also and  a t the same time, a  surge o f charity, pity and the desire to help. Feeling 
some concern and fearing th a t the successful outcome of the X lX th  Conference m ight suffer from this outburst 
o f contradictory sentiments, a num ber of N ational Societies informed the Am erican R ed Cross of their anxiety 
and  requested it to inform the Standing Commission of their wish tha t the X lX th  Conference should be 
postponed until a  m ore appropriate m om ent. A lthough the S tanding Commission would, no doubt, have 
been able to judge the situation on its merits, it felt th a t it  was its duty  to have a  general consultation on the 
subject w ith all the N ational Societies concerned. This consultation revealed th a t 52 Societies, w hich included 
the U nited  States, the U nited K ingdom , the U .S.S.R . and  the People’s Republic of China, tha t is to say the 
great m ajority, were in favour of the postponem ent of the Conference.

In  these circumstances, the Standing Commission called an  extraordinary m eeting on Decem ber 13, 
1956. I t  was most perplexed and  em barrassed. T o  stop the arrangem ents being m ade, to postpone the Con
ference w ithout fixing a  later date , did this not imply th a t it was incapable of retaining the equanim ity which 
would have allowed the m em bers o f the Conference to m eet w ithout dispute ? “ C harity even in the throes of
a  conflict ” —was not this an  acceptable translation o f the R ed Cross m otto “  In te r arm a caritas ” ? T o  make 
the voice of fellowship heard in  the m idst o f a storm, was not this a specific and  urgent task of the X lX th  
Conference ? Further, should they not avoid offending the R ed Cross o f In d ia?  O n  the other hand, any solu
tion was better than  to risk the failure of the Conference, either through an  insufficient num ber of participants 
o r the risk of a  spectacle of violence and discord. Finally, from the m aterial point o f view, norm al com m unica
tions had  broken down; ordinary means of transport by sea, land and air, were disorganized. T he relief action 
for H ungary was occupying in Europe a  great m any members of the League and the IC R C  staff and 
preventing them  from proceeding to New Delhi. T he argum ents for and  against postponement were pu t 
forward, discussed and given scrupulous considerations by the Commission, whose sole aim  was to do w hat was 
in the best interests of the R ed Cross.

T here is no point in reopening the discussion now. I t  was very searching, very moving, and all cards were 
laid  on the table. Finally, a  small m ajority declared itself in  favour of postponement, as it was felt tha t it was 
difficult to go against the wishes of fifty-two societies whose possible absence in  New Delhi m ight have done 
immense harm  to the X lX th  Conference and m ight perhaps have been a fatal blow to the unity and  universality 
o f the In ternational R ed Cross which m ust a t all costs be safeguarded. T he Standing Commission, when 
announcing the postponement, decided that, w hatever m ight happen in the intervening period, the X lX th  
Conference would take place before the end of 1957 and  th a t it would be held, if the Ind ian  R ed Cross agreed, 
in  New Delhi.

T he Ind ian  R ed Cross and its President would have been quite justified in these circumstances in 
w ithdraw ing the invitation and  saying: “ Go ahead then, bu t w ithout u s ! ” They did nothing of the kind. 
T hey  were not in any way pu t out. T hey were open-m inded and  generous, and they renewed their invitation, 
proposing th a t the new date should be 24 October, 1957. I have already said how m uch we appreciated this 
gesture on the part o f the Society and R ajkum ari Am rit K au r which was a proof of their understanding indul
gence and broadmindedness—qualities which we would like to see as universal. I would like them  to know 
once again, how grateful we are to them. [Applause.)

W e are m eeting now nine months later. Alas, world tension has not disappeared ! T he atmosphere is 
however less strained th an  it was a t the beginning of the year. R egular sea and a ir communications have 
been re-established. Tem pers have cooled. There is, I think, a  better understanding of the fact th a t the 
In ternational R ed Cross m ust rem ain outside all political controversy, tha t it must not allow itself to be infected 
by the passions which are being unleashed around it, and tha t it m ust confine itself to giving assistance to those 
in  distress, w hatever m ay be the cause of their misfortune, and w ithout distinction of creed or party ; in  this sphere 
there will be no risk of dam aging its smooth working, its solidarity and  its unity. W hat sort of an  International 
R ed  Cross would it be whose m embers were in  conflict on the pretext of condemning w ar? I t  would be an 
anom aly, a paradox, a nonsensical contradiction ! I am  sure that the X lX th  Conference has understood this
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and  tha t it will not allow itself to be led down the dangerous slope. T he Standing Commission would give 
every assistance there, if  it were necessary. But I am  forgetting, when I say this, th a t the Standing Com
mission’s m andate has expired. I t  was elected by the X V III th  Conference. T he report which I am  subm itting 
to you on its work during these five years is its swan song. I hope I have been able to convince you th a t it has 
carried out conscientiously and effectively the duties which you entrusted to it. You have to elect a new Standing 
Commission. W hen making the choice, rem em ber th a t the five members to whom  you give your votes m ust 
have your confidence, they m ust be able to w ithstand pressure from individuals and to rise above national 
interests, even when accepting th a t responsibility which m ay be of an  exceptional nature. T hey m ust have only 
the general interests of the R ed Cross a t heart and  preserve in tact the capital of esteem and respect which the 
institution has built up and which has been increased by the experiences of recent years. {Applause.)

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— Fellow-delegates, we are due a t Governm ent House a t 4.30 p.m. 
So, I am  afraid I shall have to ask this House to  adjourn now. But, if you are all agreeable, instead of the 
Commissions m eeting a t ten o’clock tom orrow m orning, we m ight have a  plenary session for one hour, so tha t 
two speakers who had  sent in their names m ay be allowed to speak. T he session is now closed.

M r . P H IL L IPS  (Assistant Secretary-General)—T he Bureau of the Conference which is responsible for 
organizing its work and  which consists of the C hairm an of the Conference, the C hairm an of the Standing 
Commission, the Heads of the Delegations o f the In ternational Committee and of the League of R ed Cross 
Societies and  the Chairm en o f the four Commissions, and the Secretary-General o f the Conference will meet 
to-morrow a t 9.10 a.m . in the rocm  of the Chairm an, No. 333, on the second floor. T hen , the plenary session 
will m eet a t 10.00 a.m . for one hour, and  the three Commissions will commence their work a t 11.00 a.m.
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SECOND PLENARY MEETING

October 29, 1957

SU M M A RY  :— in t r o d u c t o r y  r e m a r k s  b y  t h e  c h a i r m a n — p r o t e s t s  a g a in s t  in v i t a t i o n  is s u e d  t o  g o v e r n m e n t

OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA— EXPLANATION OF ACTION TAKEN BY STANDING COMMISSION AND ITS CHAIRMAN— •

DISCUSSION OF PROTESTS CLOSURE OF DISCUSSION BY CHAIRMAN.

The meeting was called to order at 10.00 a.m. by the Chairman, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I w ant to make an  appeal to the delegates tha t have assembled 
here to a ttend  the International R ed Cross Conference. First of all, I  would like to draw  the attention of the 
delegates to the fact th a t no resolutions and no speeches from the rostrum  can be m ade on subjects which are not 
on the agenda w ithout due notice to the President. Every delegate should have the courtesy to say “ this is w hat 
we w ant to speak on ” .

Secondly, I  would like to rem ind the delegations tha t the R ed Cross is not com petent to deal w ith political 
m atters and  we should try  a t this Conference to lessen the tensions th a t exist in  the world today and not to 
aggravate them . I  hope th a t all delegates, when they speak this m orning, will m aintain a  high standard of 
debate, th a t they will not im pute motives to each other and  will not attack personalities. W e are here, as I 
have said, to create friendship between nation and  nation  and  not to separate m an from m an.

I  should also like to take this opportunity, because I  did not have it yesterday, of thanking the Chairm an 
o f the S tanding Commission for the excellent report tha t he gave to us yesterday.

M m e. Li, the Leader o f the R ed Cross delegation from China, has asked me to allow her to say a few words 
because she was in terrupted in w hat she was saying yesterday.

M r s . LI TE H -C H U A N  (People’s Republic of China, R ed Cross)— M adam  Chairm an, Fellow-Delegates : 
In  order to save tim e I will ask m y in terpreter to read m y statement.

A t yesterday’s plenary session, the Chinese delegation pu t before the Conference an  emergency motion 
opposing the plot o f certain persons in utilizing the Conference to create “ two Chinas ”  and requesting the 
Conference to adopt measures to prevent elements o f the C hiang Kai-shek clique on T aiw an from taking p art in 
the Conference under w hatever nam e. In  order to show respect for the opinion of the C hairm an of our 
Conference, we did not finish our statem ent. But M r. Francois-Poncet used his position to propagandize at 
great length the theory of “  two Chinas ” . A lthough he again and again emphasized th a t the International 
R ed Cross O rganization should be “  outside of politics ” , yet a  great p a rt of his report dealt w ith C hina’s internal 
affairs, attem pting to create a t our Conference a situation of “ two Chinas ” . Everyone knows th a t recently, 
certain forces inimical to China w ith the U nited  States a t their head have been actively engaged in the plot 
of creating “  two Chinas ” . T he activities of M r. Francois-Poncet are a part of these sinister activities of the 
U nited States.

Everyone knows th a t the People’s Republic of China is a State party  to the Geneva Conventions and 
th a t the Governm ent of the People’s R epublic of C hina is the only legal G overnm ent representing China, and 
the R ed Cross Society o f China the sole Chinese N ational R ed Cross O rganization recognized by the People’s 
R epublic of China is also a  m em ber of the League of R ed Cross Societies. Therefore, only the Delega
tion of the G overnm ent o f.the  People’s Republic of China and  the Delegation of the R ed Cross Society of 
China have the right to attend this Conference as the sole legitimate representative of China. Taiw an is a 
province of China, and  the authorities exercising jurisdiction there can only be regarded as one of the local 
authorities of the People’s Republic of China, which has no right of representation whatsoever in foreign 
relations. T h e  R ed Cross organization there can also only be a local organization of the R ed Cross Society 
of C hina and therefore has no qualification whatsoever to attend this Conference. Persons w ith any bit of 
common sense can understand this, and according to the second paragraph of Article I of the Statutes of the 
In ternational R ed Cross, only States parties to the Geneva Conventions are entitled to send delegations, and 
there can only be one governm ent delegation for each State. According to paragraph 2 of the “  Conditions for 
the Recognition of N ational R ed Cross Societies ” , there can only be one R ed Cross Society with central authority 
in each State. I t  can thus be seen, if  the invitation to elements of the Chiang Kai-shek clique on Taiw an to 
attend the Conference is not deliberately intended to split China and interfere in China’s internal affairs, then 
w hat is it?

T he assertion of M r. Francois-Poncet tha t the Chiang Kai-shek clique is a  State party  to the Geneva 
Conventions is even more the height o f absurdity. T he People’s Republic of China is built on the overthrow
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of the reactionary rule of the Chiang Kai-shek clique by the Chinese people. I t  has supplanted old China over 
the whole country (including Taiw an). This is in full conformity w ith the basic principles of international law. 
Change of governm ent often takes place in various countries of the world. A new regim e naturally  replaces the  
old regime. W hat right have those persons of a  past regime who have totally lost all qualifications of being 
representatives to take p art in  international conferences ? M r. Francois-Poncet, who has been a diplom at, should 
understand this kind o f basic common sense in international law.

Secondly, the  placing of the relations o f the Chinese Governm ent w ith its Taiw an province on the same 
level as those between East and W est Germ any, N orth  and South K orea and N orth and South V iet-N am  is also 
absurd and ludicrous. Everyone knows tha t the present States of East and  W est G erm any and  N orth and  
South K orea were created as a  result of the Second W orld W ar, and th a t the tem porary division of N orth  and 
South V iet-N am  was recognized by the Geneva Agreements. Different from the situation in these countries, 
T aiw an has already been returned to China after the Second W orld W ar and  has become in fact a p art o f China. 
T he question of Taiw an does not belong to the category of unsettled international questions left over by the 
Second W orld W ar. These are all recent historical facts. Those who confuse C hina’s domestic m atter w ith thé 
state of division of Germ any, K orea and V iet-Nam  m ust either have a poor m emory or harbour ulterior motives.

Thirdly, the  so-called Taiw an question is in substance China’s domestic m atter in w hich no foreign country 
or international organization is allowed to  interfere. T aiw an is an  inalienable part of C hina’s territory, and  
the present abnorm al situation is only a  result of the U nited  States arm ed invasion and  occupation o f Taiw an. 
But the will o f the Chinese people to liberate Taiw an is unshakable. Taiw an wifi definitely be liberated sooner 
or later. Any ac t of letting the so-called “ G overnm ent of Taiw an ” a ttend  an  international Conference as an 
independent Governm ent under the pretext tha t it exercises in  fact authority  and  implements the Geneva 
Conventions there is an  act of support of U nited States aggression.

Behind the curtain, the U nited States has directed M r. Francois-Poncet to abuse his post in sending a 
telegram to the so-called “ M inister o f Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China ” to sum m on the C hiang K ai- 
shek d iq u e lo  attend this Conference. Such an  act is not only an  insult to C hina’s national dignity and  in ter
ference in C hina’s in ternal affairs, bu t is also an  act directed a t disrupting this Conference.

In  view of the above-mentioned facts, the delegation of the G overnm ent of the People’s Republic of 
China and the delegation of the R ed  Cross Society of China once again make the following request to the 
Conference :

T h at the Conference condem n the  illegal act of M r. Francois-Poncet and his back-stage director and  
immediately adopt effective measures not to allow elements of the C hiang Kai-shek clique to attend 
the Conference under w hatever name.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—T he delegation from the U .S.S.R . I  would again ask the 
delegates not to accuse personalities or States. We are not a political organization. M ay I  also request them  
to be as brief as possible.

P rof. M IT E R E V  (U .S.S.R., Governm ent and R ed Cross)—M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and Gentlem en: 
O n behalf of the Soviet Governm ent and on behalf of the Alliance of R ed Cross and  R ed Crescent Societies of 
the U .S.S.R ., I  w ant to support most energetically the statem ent of M adam e Li, head of the R ed Cross delega
tion of the Chinese People’s Republic. Because of the decision of the Standing Commission o f the International 
R ed Cross, an  extremely difficult situation has been created a t this Conference.

Everyone knows th a t there exists only one Chinese State and  the R ed Cross Society of this State was 
recognized by the International Committee of the R ed Cross. This is the R ed Cross Society of the Chinese 
People’s Republic. This Society was adm itted into the League of R ed Cross Societies and  its representatives 
are members of the Executive Committee of the League. This Society for a num ber of years includes in  its 
range the forces of the old as well as the new generation and  it carries out many-sided activities inside the country 
and in the international arena. This Society was recognized by the Governm ent of the Chinese People’s Republic 
as the Society acting on behalf of the territory of China.

T he so-called Red Cross Society of Taiw an is not recognized by anybody and  cannot be recognized. I t  
is not recognized by the International Committee of the R ed Cross because it does not satisfy the requirements 
necessary for its recognition. How could it happen th a t the Standing Commission, ignoring this fact, m ade a 
decision to invite the representative of this Society to attend the Conference in the capacity of an  observer and 
to invite the representative of the so-called Governm ent of Formosa, even in the capacity of a full-fledged 
delegate to the Conference? I t happens because a few members of the Standing Commission ignore the re
peated protests on the part of the R ed Cross Society of the Chinese People’s Republic and do not listen to the
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argum ents of the Soviet representative in the Standing Commission who repeatedly proved th a t the invitation 
to the Conference of the Taiw an representative in any capacity will be unlawful. How wrong— I would even 
say, absurd—seems to be the decision of the Standing Commission. T he Soviet delegation follows and com
pletely shares the  reasons and  argum ents presented here by the delegation of the Chinese People’s Republic. 
As the Standing Commission even a t its recent m eeting here in D elhi did not agree w ith the protests of the 
G overnm ent of the Chinese People’s R epublic and  w ith the proposals o f the Soviet representative, I  deem it 
my duty  to declare a t this authoritative Conference th a t the Soviet G overnm ent and the Soviet R ed Cross 
consider the decision of the Standing Commission to invite to the Conference the delegates from Taiw an wrong, 
and  we consider th a t such a  decision not only is not contributing, bu t on the contrary is bringing considerable 
harm  to the cause of international co-operation, understanding and  m utual aid on the basis of the R ed Cross 
hum anitarian  principles which are guiding us, and  to follow which we were called upon by the Prim e M inister 
of the Ind ian  Republic, Pandit Jaw aharlal Nehru.

Thus, for the reasons m entioned above I repeat once more tha t the Soviet delegation fully shares the 
feelings and views expressed here by the real representatives of the Chinese people and strongly supports the 
statem ent m ade here by the head of the Chinese delegation.

H .E . M r. FRA N  C O I S-PON C ET (France, R ed Cross) (original French)—M adam  Chairm an, Ladies 
and  Gentlemen : I  have listened very philosophically and calmly to the reproaches which have been levelled a t 
me, for this was almost a repetition of the scenes which took place a t the Toronto Conference ; in fact, I felt five 
years younger, which a t my age is indeed a  pleasant sensation. T here is nothing we can do about the fact tha t 
there is a vast continental China w ith its capital at Peking, and a smaller China w ith its capital a t Taipeh. 
Attem pts are being m ade to oblige us to choose between these two Chinas, bu t we refuse to do that. We refused 
yesterday, we refuse again today. However persistently we are asked to make this choice, we shall still refuse 
to choose tomorrow, because this is a  m atter w hich is strictly political. Attempts are being m ade to drag us 
into this political dom ain, to force us to take a political decision; bu t for us politics are poison, we do not w ant 
to swallow them  and we shall not. For if we were to enter upon political discussions, then, Ladies and Gentle
m en, the unity of the In ternational R ed Cross would suffer. W e m ust not confuse the In ternational R ed Cross 
w ith the U nited  Nations. T he U nited Nations is a political body. T he International Conference of the 
R ed Cross is a body whose purposes are charity and goodwill, and which pays no regard to political considera
tions of any kind.

W e applied the rules which were confirmed by the Toronto Conference, and we invited the two Chinas: 
in a letter, however, one of them  was referred to as the Governm ent of Formosa. Seven months later, that 
G overnm ent took exception to the form of address and refused to come on the grounds tha t it had not been given 
its proper title. A bout ten Governments, including those of the most im portant countries, considered tha t it 
was entitled to be referred to by its official nam e—the nam e which it bears in the U nited Nations of which it is 
a m em ber. T he Standing Commission did not think it necessary to modify the form of address, first of all be
cause the G overnm ent of Formosa had originally accepted the invitation w ithout com m ent and only affirmed 
seven m onths later tha t this title was unacceptable to it. Furtherm ore, the Standing Commission recalled that 
a t Toronto reference had  frequently been m ade to the Governm ent of Formosa and no incidents or difficulties 
had  arisen. I then addressed a  telegram  to the Foreign M inister o f the Republic of China, not in  my capacity 
as the C hairm an of the Standing Commission, but in my own personal capacity by signing m y nam e alone, 
w ithout any title attached to it. T he  telegram  read simply : “ T he In ternational R ed Cross Conference opens 
on M onday a t 11.00 o’clock Thereupon, the M inister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China replied : 
“  I  will be represented there ” , T he Standing Commission was aware of the action taken by me, in fact I  in
form ed it before doing so, and the Standing Commission left me free to do this on my own personal respon
sibility.

W hy did I act in tha t way ? Ladies and  Gentlem en, I acted in tha t way because by virtue of the office 
I hold, and perhaps also because of m y own psychological make up, I  am  a  conciliator, a m ediator; I  must 
always endeavour to ensure th a t no one feels h u rt or unjustly treated  and it is my desire to see conciliation 
indulgence, tolerance and non-violence prevail in the relations which exist between us. I  do not regret having 
taken this initiative, because I am  conscious of having acted in the true spirit of the R ed Cross.

T h e  Hon. M r. M cC L IN T O C K  (U nited States, G overnm ent)— M adam  Chairm an, Distinguished 
Delegates, Ladies and  Gentlem en : T he G overnm ent of the U nited States, responsive to the feelings of its people, 
is a strong supporter of the R ed Cross. T he American people believe in the ideals of the R ed Cross, no t only 
w ithin their own country bu t in the international application of those ideals. T he American G overnm ent as 
represented by this delegation has welcomed the statem ent by the distinguished President of Ind ia  th a t this 
organization is above politics and its principles transcend the day by day debates which should be properly
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left in the political forum of the international community. I t  was w ith joy  th a t the U nited States delegation 
listened yesterday to the speech of the great Prime M inister of Ind ia . I t  was w ith concurrence in our hearts 
and  our minds th a t we listened to Pandit N ehru who urged this O rganization, this Conference, to pu t aside the 
battles of cold w ar and to give to those enlightened considerations which m ight really fulfil the purpose of the 
R ed Cross. In  consequence, it was w ith no surprise bu t w ith sadness th a t in  less than  two hours after the Prime 
M inister of Ind ia  had set the tone for this debate, and  had im plored the delegates to rise above partisan passions, 
it was w ith sadness th a t we heard a certain  delegation rise to vituperative attack.

M adam  Chairm an, I shall abide, as always, by your directives. I fully support your appeal th a t we do 
not descend into personalities; th a t we do not decry the aims of the In ternational R ed Cross. T he U nited  
States is a country which has no reason to be afraid, and  in consequence, I  shall trea t w ith the contem pt it deserves 
the allegation m ade by certain delegations here. I t  seems to me, however, th a t the R ed Cross has a  certain 
obligation to its own honour. O ne of the most distinguished officers and  servants of the In ternational R ed 
Cross has been im pugned by a  certain delegation. T he accusation th a t this distinguished citizen of France, of 
world community, could be a puppet of a  foreign State is wrong. His own integrity and  character and  high 
honour are well known to the world and th a t itself is the best refutation of this slanderous attack.

But, as I said before, the honour of the R ed Cross itself is concerned in  this, because if  this Conference 
can see w ith im punity one of its principal officers thus slandered, it seems to me tha t the insult bears also upon 
the flag under whose standard you work.

I am  not surprised tha t the allegations came from a delegation here whose G overnm ent consistently refused 
the efforts of the R ed Cross in the K orean w ar to alleviate the fate of the prisoners of th a t conflict. However, 
M adam  C hairm an, since other Delegations have pu t their views upon the record, it is necessary for me formally 
to state under the instructions of my Governm ent exactly where we stand on certain m atters of ju rid ica l im por
tance. And this, M adam  Chairm an, is not to indulge in political debate. I  m ust speak for the record. T h e  
presence here of the U nited States Governm ent Delegation does not imply the recognition by the U nited  States 
of the regimes in Peking, in N orth V iet-Nam , in N orth  Korea, in  Eastern G erm any or the so-called regime of 
O uter M ongolia. None of these regimes is recognized by the U nited States, by the U nited Nations or by the 
specialized agencies of the U nited Nations. M y Governm ent recognizes as the sole G overnm ent of Germ any, 
the Federal R epublic of G erm any, as the sole Governm ent of K orea the Republic of K orea, the sole Govern
m ent of V iet-N am  the Republic of V iet-N am , and as the sole Governm ent of China, the Governm ent of the 
R epublic of China. T hat, M adam  C hairm an, I request to be entered upon the record.

As I said before, we do not regard the regime of O uter M ongolia, which is not recognized in  the U nited  
Nations or in its specialized agencies, as a Governm ent a t all. Therefore, I  wish to make undeniably clear 
before this Assembly tha t our participation here is based upon the universality of the R ed Cross and  its hum a
nitarian  ideals, and upon the necessity for Governments to transcend political differences and  get on w ith the 
work of the R ed Cross.

M adam  C hairm an, one issue has been belaboured until, I am  sure, all the delegations except a  few are 
tired of it. T he  speaker from the regime in  Peking this morning sought to come again into this debate w ith the 
qualification as to which G overnm ent represents China. I t  seems to me the issue before this Assembly is far 
simpler and is in keeping w ith the non-political character of this Assembly. I t  boils down in very homely terms : 
does a m an have a right to be called by his own nam e ? M adam  Chairm an, your Standing Commission has 
laboured with a difficult problem. I t  was, however, given clear directives by the Toronto Conference. I t  
has done its best to carry out those directives. I myself, honestly, as the head of the Am erican delegation, feel 
it unfortunate tha t certain of the styles of invitation were not given according to the official title of the country 
which received the invitation.

You have all seen in this hall, and every delegation present has seen it, th a t every delegation present has 
a placard which gives its correct name. There is only one delegation which is not present and w hich has no 
placard and, which we heard to our astonishment from the C hair yesterday, could not be invited because it has 
no official title ! We believe the statem ent of the distinguished Chairm an of the Standing Commission th a t the 
Standing Commission is not a jurid ical body and has no competence to decide on the question of recognition 
or non-recognition of States. But we find here tha t an  im portant question of principle is involved. I t  is very 
clear from the report o f the Standing Commission tha t the question of qualifications for invitations was never 
considered. T hey were accepted by the Toronto Conference, and therefore, the debate entered into by the 
preceding speakers this m orning on the question of who represents C hina is not before the Assembly.

M adam  Chairm an, the U nited States wishes to help your discussions by avoiding political debate. 
However, there is a question of principle involved here w hich we feel must be settled. I t  is a question of 
principle, because it is a dangerous precedent that any non-juridical body representing itself as a non-political
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organization, should judge as to who represents States. I t  is a dangerous precedent, and in our view also, we 
honestly feel th a t the G overnm ent of the Republic of China should be here, and  because of that, the U nited States 
D elegation has, this m orning, tabled a  resolution. M adam  C hairm an, this resolution is based directiy upon the 
present debate. I t  is the key to the report of your own Standing Commission. Because all of you perhaps have 
not seen the text o f it, m ay I  recall it: “ H aving in  m ind the report and the documents of the Standing Com
mission, confirming the statem ent of the Chairm an of the Standing Commission tha t the R ed Cross is not con
cerned with ju rid ical and political questions, regarding the status of Governments, resolves, in accordance with 
the traditional principles of the R ed Cross, th a t it is the sense of the Conference tha t all Governments invited to 
a ttend  the Conference be addressed according to their own official tides ” , T hat, I think, is an  exceedingly clear 
an d  simple piece of paper. I  do not see how any Delegation could cavil w ith the principle set forth therein.

M adam  C hairm an, the delegation of the U nited States is w ith you in standing upon principles ra ther than 
personalities. W e are w ith you in your desire to keep the tone of this debate elevated, and  above all, w ith your 
desire th a t the R ed Cross should deal w ith the work of the R ed Cross. There is m uch to be done. There are 
distinguished and experienced and valiant people here to get on w ith this work, and  I delcare tha t the U nited 
States delegation will do its utm ost to expedite and  further the success of this Conference.

H .E . M r . R U E G G E R  (Switzerland, G overnm ent)— M adam  Chairm an, Your Excellencies, Ladies and 
G entlem en: M any words said yesterday afternoon after the brilliant inaugural speeches we had  the privilege 
to  hear and  m any words said this m orning have obscured the real issues before us and risk bringing our dis
cussions into channels w hich are not, should not and m ay not be those of this Conference, which should indeed 
uphold w ith its own dignity the au thority  of the surprem e body of the In ternational R ed Cross.

I wish to revert, therefore, to the subject-m atter before us, which is by your ruling, M adam  Chairm an, 
the report of the Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross. W e have heard last night a  most rem ark
able report by His Excellency Am bassador Francois-Poncet, delivered w ith the force, the wisdom and  the 
touch w hich characterise this great R ed Cross leader. This report, which goes back to the Stockholm Conference 
in 1948, to the new structure and program m e given then to  the Standing Commission, which embraces the 
activities of the Commission since the Toronto Conference, is a docum ent w hich should be read again and 
again. I t  opens also vistas on the fu ture activities of our m ovem ent and  organizations.

I  am  grateful to Ambassador Francois-Poncet for having said words, in full agreem ent w ith all his 
colleagues regarding our future program m e. No one better than  he could have expressed those words. After 
having tabled the great and vitally necessary subject of increased protection of the civilian population which is 
before us now and  which m ust lead, as soon as possible, to new rules of international law accepted by the 
States (and here, I m ay m ention our gratitude to the Brazilian R ed Cross for having in Oslo tabled a resolution 
w hich was an  excellent incentive for further work in this field), I  am  grateful th a t Ambassador Francois-Poncet 
has m entioned another problem  which m ust sooner or later, we hope as soon as possible, be brought within 
the scope of codification of international hum anitarian  law : th a t a  new Geneva Convention embody the rules 
in  favour of political detainees, rules for the acceptance of which the In ternational Committee in Geneva has been 
carefully, energetically, steadfastly and successfully working by legal studies, and  in the field, during the last 
four years.

T he report o f the Standing Commission as a  whole, is, as I  said before, a rem arkable docum ent which must 
be gratefully acknowledged. I move tha t we express our sincerest thanks to the em inent Chairm an, Ambassador 
Francois-Poncet, whose unfailing and  loyal devotion to  the R ed Cross principles is so well known. A real leader 
in  every field, also tha t of the R ed Cross, m ay never shun difficulties. H e m ay not choose the easy path  in 
striving for the m aintenance of the R ed Cross principles and the universality o f the movement. H e deserves 
our respect, tribute and  our grateful thanks. W e had  yesterday the privilege of being twice under the spell of 
his inspiring words on the tasks of the R ed Cross. O u r heartfelt gratitude goes also particularly to the Vice- 
Chairm an, R ajkum ari A m rit K aur, whose devotion to highest ideals, whose brilliant service, whose graciousness 
are an  invaluable contribution to our endeavours. W e all deem it a great privilege to work under the guidance 
of this great and  brilliant leader of thought and  action in her own great country, who has now risen to high and 
difficult responsibilities com parable only to those of an  international magistrate. W e know th a t whatever a t 
any m om ent her personal feelings m ay be on points of detail she will always loyally accept and  execute in a high 
spirit the difficult tasks entrusted to her by the Commission. I th an k  also, most sincerely, all the other members 
of the Standing Commission, both those appointed by the last Conference, as those who have represented and 
those who represent the two great international organizations of the R ed Cross.

I wish to add tha t the delegation of the Swiss Federal Government, the Depositary Government of the 
Geneva Conventions, give the ir fullest confidence to the Standing Commission in its present composition and 
hope, I  shall say this already a t this juncture, in the continuity of its action during the coming, possibly difficult, 
years.
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H aving endeavoured to call your attention to the real object before us—the report of the S tanding Com 
mission—I m ay now refer to the particu lar side issue, which has already taken too m uch tim e of our Conference. 
I can be very brief, as actually everything essential has already been said by the Chairm an of the S tanding 
Commission in his report. T here is no really im portant question before us now. T here could have been a 
question, w hether the m eeting of our Conference should be universal or not. But th a t issue, the only real one, 
has already been decided upon after Toronto, in  the sense of a real universality of our Conferences. I t  is quite 
obvious tha t when invitations are issued according to this principle, it m ust be hoped tha t they will be accepted 
by all Societies invited, by all States or territories which consider themselves as bound, either as a signatory or 
as a successor of any State signatory to any one of the Geneva Conventions. I t  is less a  privilege to attend  
the Conference than  a duty, a duty  filled in the interest o f the work for alleviating the suffering in w ar and  in 
peace. During the b itter civil w ar in  Spain, representatives of both parties sat together a t an  im portant R ed 
Cross meeting in London, not considering it as a  privilege bu t as a duty, a  duty fulfilled in the interest of the 
solution of the conflict. Let us not go back on th a t and  other precedents.

I t  is quite obvious also th a t no G overnm ent here present can consider their presence a t this Conference 
as a precedent having any bearing on its own rules of diplom atic intercourse, of implicit recognition and  so on. 
T he R ed Cross field, I would urge to everybody present here, is a  unique field, a  field entirely apart from every
thing else, as the great m ajority of the Governments here represented are aware.

M adam  Chairm an, I am  personally not am ong those who believe tha t a  resolution, however worded, can 
be a universal panacea. Should others insist on subm itting a motion, I  should have to subm it one too. But 
I strongly believe th a t it is quite sufficient to simply state a few points on which the m ajority—I hope a vast 
majority—can agree. Those points are the following:

Firstly we express ou r thanks to the Standing Commission for having decided to issue the invitations in 
the spirit o f the universality of the R ed Cross and  also regardless of all political considerations which may, under 
no circumstances, ham per the developm ent of the m ovem ent;

secondly, we reaffirm the principle th a t the N ational Society which offers its hospitality to a Conference 
acts statutorily, in  transm itting the invitations merely as a  m andatory  a n d  tha t, therefore, all m em bers m ust 
refrain from addressing their remarks to this N ational Society as such; thirdly, we desire th a t also in future the 
invitations to all conferences of the R ed Cross be issued in  a  spirit o f broad universality, and  include in the 
interest of hum anitarian law States and territories whose authorities consider themselves as bound by any one 
of the Geneva Conventions, this quite regardless of th e  fact w hether these States or territories enjoy recognition 
as such by other signatories.

I t  is to be underlined also that in the field of the R ed Cross the c rite ria  of recognition, as usual in the 
intercourse between States (and as usual before other organizations like the specialized agencies of the U nited 
Nations which have nothing to do w ith the R ed Cross) these r  ules do not apply. Evidently also, the question 
regarding the invitations to the R ed Cross Conference do not an d  cannot set a precedent in  other fields.

T he R ed Cross has never laid a claim—it would be absurd to think so—to be an  arb iter in  diplom atic 
protocol and etiquette. I f  there m ay be some discontinuity in style in this field, it does not really m atter so 
m uch. I t  can always be corrected according to circumstances. T he Good Sam aritan surely never thought of 
protocol and  etiquette. T he greatest living R ed Cross worker and  R ed Cross leader, M ax H uber, whose inspiring 
message to the Toronto Conference is yet rem em bered, devoted a  probably im m ortal booklet to the Good 
Sam aritan and' the R ed Cross. Let us not allow this great Delhi Conference to  connect, even on a  side-line, the 
future recollection of our debates w ith th a t of the Pharisee.

M y final motion, M adam  Chairm an, will be brief. Firstly, we wish to vote our warmest thanks to the 
Standing Commission for its work, as described in its excellent report. I  also w ant to give expression to our 
warmest thanks to the C hairm an and  the  V ice-Chairm an of the Commission in  particular and  to all its members. 
Secondly, on a  point o f order I  move th a t our debate be closed and, if  necessary, this motion be pu t to vote in  
order to allow us to proceed w ith the real task of the Committee.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—T he plenary session was supposed to commence a t 10  o’clock 
and  end a t  11 . All points o f  view  w ith regard to the question w hich was raised by the delegation from China 
have been expressed. I have received requests from m any other speakers for the floor bu t I  consider th a t if  we 
go on w ith this question, we cannot get dow n to the work of the R ed Cross. I therefore rule tha t there shall be 
no more discussion on this issue. This is an  issue th a t has been discussed for two whole days a t the Toronto  
Conference.

I only wish to say tha t w hat the Standing Commission d id  was in good faith—an d  I  am  glad th a t everybody 
recognized it—that the host country had  to do w hat it did. I  w ant to have no more discussion about this. I
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w ant this Conference, as has been so beautifully expressed by some of the speakers th a t have come up  to  the 
rostrum  today, to begin and  to end on a  note of friendship and  no enm ity to anybody, w ith the desire to serve 
the entire hum anity  from  whichever country they happen to  come, from w hichever com er of the globe they 
happen to  come. This session is now closed.
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THIRD PLENARY MEETING 

November 5, 1957

SU M M A R Y  :—s p e e c h  b y  d r . r a d h a k r is h n a n , v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  in d l a — c h a i r  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  m r . j . a .

MACAULAY— COMMUNICATION OF VARIOUS DRAFT RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED REGARDING INVITATIONS TO

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES OF TH E RED CROSS— PRESENTATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS BY T H EIR  SPONSORS—

DISCUSSION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND T H EIR  ADMISSIBILITY.

The meeting was called to order at 3.00 p.m. by the Chairman, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—Fellow delegates, the T h ird  Plenary Session is now open. 
T he first item on our program m e for this afternoon is an  address to the Conference by the Vice-President of 
India. I  do not think tha t the Vice-President o f our country needs any introduction to  any audience in  any 
p art of the world. W e in Ind ia  hold him  in very high esteem not only for his distinction in  the  world of letters, 
not only for the high office th a t he holds, not only for the high place he has in the realm  of his special subject 
which is philosophy, not only for all these things th a t m ake a m an well known, bu t we also hold him  in high 
esteem for being a  wise m an, a  m an who always speaks w ith the spirit th a t should inspire the R ed Cross.

I have very great pleasure in  asking him  to speak to this Conference.

D r. S. R A D H A K R ISH N A N  (Vice-President of India)— M adam  C hairm an and friends, I  am  
grateful to you for the very kind words you have used in introducing me to this audience. I  do not know w hat 
I am , bu t ladies are generally given to flattery and M adam  C hairm an has indulged in th a t great privilege.

I am  grateful for the opportunity to be here and  say a few words to this distinguished assembly representing 
m any governments and R ed Cross Societies. T he work of the R ed Cross in peace and  in w ar is well known and 
has earned high praise and com m endation. I f  only we are able to extend the spirit of the R ed Cross to our 
international relations, we need not be afraid o f having a  world of hatred  and  horror; we will have a  world of 
happiness and love. This organization, from its very foundations, never took notice of national rivalries or 
racial barriers. I t  w ent to the assistance of all people who were in need of relief. I t  is tha t spirit w hich should 
anim ate us in all our lives.

Since this R ed Cross was founded, things have changed a great deal. T he two most rem arkable features 
of our age are the great advances in science and  technology and the increasing unification of the world. Satellites 
are circling the earth  and ideas, political and  economic, artistic and  intellectual, are circulating in all parts 
of the world. I t  is no more possible for nations to live in isolation. T hrough m aterial contacts, through spiritual 
encounters, the whole world is emerging into a  close neighbourhood and our a ttem pt should be to make tha t 
neighbourhood into a brotherhood and sisterhood, into a single world com m unity inspired by more or less the 
same ideals.

U nfortunately for us, the world happens to be divided into two groups, hostile to each other, and  tha t 
hostility is making all these great advantages not o f very m uch benefit to hum anity. T hey  are being used for 
intensifying the cold war. W hen we are faced by such circumstances w hat is it tha t the R ed Cross spirit asks 
us to do ? W e had an  em peror in our country to whom  references have already been m ade, who was disgusted 
with the horrors of warfare when he conquered K alinga and  he said: “ No more bloodshed ” . I t  is not now 
a question of merely m itigating the horrors of war. I t  is now a question of preventing a w ar which, in the 
m odern atom ic context, will be a  crime against hum anity.

In  this m atter, simply because we had  great sages like Buddha, Asoka and G andhi, we need not think tha t 
we have adopted their advice in any serious m anner. Anyone who was present or who has heard of the 
atrocities and  cruelties com m itted during the bloody riots in the first year of our independence will know how 
far our practice is from the theories and  the ideals we profess. Still we protect institutions, treat them  as 
sacred, institutions which harbour and encourage social injustice in the nam e of social justice. In  this m atter of 
not practising the ideals w hich we profess, we are all practically in the same boat. W e are all sinners ; we are 
all called upon to adopt an  attitude o f hum ility and approach the task which faces us in tha t spirit.

M odern psychiatry tells us th a t if people are behaving stupidly and wickedly, it is our duty  not to be 
furious w ith them. I t  is our duty to understand them , to find out why they are behaving in  the way in  which 
they are actually behaving. T he psychiatrists tell us th a t if you are able to get behind the m ind, get under the 
skin of your opponent, you will be able to realise w hat circumstances have brought about the particular kind of 
behaviour which he happens to  adopt. We should not look upon our enemies as inhum an monsters or infernal 
fiends. T hey are hum an beings like ourselves, anxious to lead quiet and respectable lives, anxious to practise
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the  decencies of domestic life, of the virtues of body, m ind and spirit. Psychiatry asks us to treat other people 
as hum an beings, to find out w hat is wrong with them  in sympathy and try  to correct them. In  other words, 
cruel m ethods need not be adopted for removing cruelty. T h a t is w hat psychiatry tells us. I think it will be 
wise for us to keep tha t in mind.

T he other difficulty from which we have suffered in this world is to believe tha t we had the whole truth, 
the entire tru th  and if anybody happens to  differ from us, it m ust be due to bad  faith—the crusading spirit 
th a t has been w ith us from the beginning of history. Plato long ago protested against the naturalisation of 
foreigners in  the Greek Commonwealth. He m ade out th a t we stand for a way of life which is likely to be 
polluted and  vitiated by the entry of people who do not belong to our particular way of life. W e have had  from 
th a t time onwards the conflicts between the Greek an d  the Barbarian, the Jew  and the G entile, the Greek 
and  the Christian, the Muslim and  the Christian, the Protestant and  the Catholic. W e have had conflicts 
between the Axis powers and the Allied powers.

H istory advises us w ith the admonitions of Plato, Greece profited a great deal from the teachings of Egypt, 
Babylon and  Persia. W hen you talk about the conflict between Greek and  Christianity, the  whole o f Plato 
entered into Christianity through Augustine, Aristotle and  Aquinas. W hen you look a t the centuries of the 
crusades, you realise th a t the Islamic conquest so to say the translation of the Greek classics brought about the 
European enlightenm ent.

Take the latest example of the Allied and  the Axis powers. T he whirligig of time brings out these revenges, 
they say : I  say, brings out these surprises. T he Allied and the Axis powers are great friends today. I f  there is 
a  conflict today between the com m unist and the anti-com m unist world, it is not necessary for us to think tha t 
we have to wade through blood before we can settle down and adjust our differences. G iven the resilience of 
hum an nature, the healing power of time and the m utability  of social and political institutions, there is no reason 
why the present conflicts which appear to us to be so violent and destructive o f each other should not be settied 
in  a quiet and peaceful m anner. We must give up absolutism in creed and  conduct and we m ust develop the 
courage to be long-suffering. I f  we are able to do tha t, the present problems m ay w ither away and  we may 
settle dow n in this world as citizens of a happy hum an  home.

Besides, civilized life has been not more than  10,000 years old. T here is a long stretch before us. In  this 
short period, several civilizations have appeared and  disappeared and  we need not think tha t the civilization 
to w hich we happen to belong is the final expression of wisdom. T here is such a thing as the logic of history. 
T he world is not in the hands of blind inconsequence. I f  we adhere to the great principles of morality, love and 
brotherhood, if  even in  our international relations, we are prepared to adopt those principles, our civilization 
m ay survive. But, if  we instead of th a t pu t our own interests higher, then the future m ay be bleak.

I rem em ber G andhiji protesting against an  editor of a paper serving on the prohibition committee, who 
inserted some advertisements for liquor in  his paper. H e asked him, “  W hy are you doing this ?” H e said, 
“ I m ust live ” . G andhiji’s answ er was “ I  see no necessity ” . H e said exactly the same thing w ith regard to 
the nationalist struggle w hich he led. H e pointed out to us th a t “  M y love of nationalism  is not for m y country 
as a  nation. I w ant m y country to become free so th a t if necessary, it m ay die to serve the cause of hum anity ” . 
T h a t is how he pu t it. N o nation belongs to itself. Every nation belongs to the world. T h a t is the teaching 
which G andhiji gave us. I f  we feel th a t we are a t the very beginning of w orld’s history—we are, so to say, in 
the early hour of the m orning of w orld’s history—there is a  whole day stretching before us and w hat is happening 
today m ay have a  great consequence for the future, if  we adopt the principles of the m oral G overnm ent of the 
world and th a t we are called upon to help one another, not to annihilate one another; if it is possible for us to 
adopt such a kind of attitude, I have no doubt hum anity has a great future.

W hat is it th a t we have inherited ? I call it a divided inheritance. O n  the one side we have R ed Cross 
O rganizations w hich will not like to see people suffer, w hich cannot bear to see o ther people in pain and  which 
w an t to come to their assistance; on the other hand, we have the production of horrible instruments of death 
and destruction. M ankind is now faced by this division in their own souls. I f  in the world you have the Red 
Cross on the one side and arm am ents race on the other, the situation of the world is a reflection of the 
situation in m an’s soul. I t  is the division in m an’s soul th a t is reflected in  this division of the world, namely 
this arm am ents race on the one side and  the hum anitarian  organizations on the other. Each m an has in him 
the two possibilities : T he possibilities of good and evil, the possibilities o f making this world a  better place than  
it is and  the possibility of destroying this world. W e can make w ar. W e can also make peace. W hat we have 
to desire is to  strengthen the positive side, to strengthen the good side. A n ancient text tells us: the two possi
bilities o f life and  death  are stationed in each hum an body. By the pursuit of glam our and  power, you pass into 
death ; by the pursuit of tru th  and love, you atta in  life eternal.
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The life eternal, death, both o f  them are located in the heart o f  man. By the pursuit o f  infatuating things, intoxi
cating things, you go to death. B y the pursuit o f  truth, you gain life eternal

T he .problem facing us is not an  intellectual one. I t  is a  m oral and spiritual one. W hat we have to achieve 
is a  redisposition o f our inw ard resources. We have to reorganise our inw ard resources and we have to 
make ourselves whole. We m ust recognize th a t love is beauty, is well-being, is health. H ate  is deformity, ugli
ness, disease. W e m ust try  to suppress the instincts o f hatred , greed etc. and  develop the instincts of love and  
tru th . Unless we do it, unless we are delivered from this corruption, this bondage, this division in  m an’s self, 
our future will be one of long travail and  agony. I f  we w an t to  get over it, we have to make ourselves whole. 
T h e  re-making of the individual is the first essential today. W e have to m ake ourselves whole. W e have 
actually the division in the world today which is a reflection of the division in one’s soul.

W e have taught a  great deal about Panch-Shila in  this world. I  am  not talking today about Panch-Shila 
as an  international code of morality. I  w ant to  talk to you a few words about Panch-Shila, as it was enunciated 
by the great Buddha. He gave us five principles. T hey  were not principles for re-m aking the world. T hey  
are principles for re-m aking the hum an individual. I f  you re-m ake the hum an individual, the world will be 
m ade whole.

H e talked about Ahimsa—non-hurting—and reverence for life. T h a t is w hat he told us—’you m ust not 
h u rt people, you m ust not take life w ithout absolute necessity. H e pu t it to us as the first principle. T he second 
one was: don’t  be greedy for o ther peoples’ possessions—Alobha. D on’t  make yourself great a t the expense of 
other people. You know the image in  the C hristian gospel who came to the top of the hill, showed him  all 
the kingdoms of the world and  told him  : you will have all tha t if you fall down and  worship me. T he answer 
was : get thee behind me, Satan.

Now, for the sake of earthly security and  earthly possessions, we are prepared to barte r away spiritual 
ideals. You have adopted the Cross. W hat does the Cross signify? M aterial suffering and  death  and  spiri
tual victory. In  other words, it asks us not to bother abou t mere survival or national security b u t conform to 
the great principles of love and brotherhood. T he th ird  one is Brahmacharya, self-control, chastity of body and  
m ind. I t  makes us feel th a t nobody can govern others unless he governs himself. W e m ust learn the a rt o f 
ruling our own nature or controlling our own appetites. I t  is only then we will be able to control other people. 
W e must, therefore, learn to govern ourselves before we a ttem pt to govern o ther people. T hen  there is satya 
vachana, speaking of tru th . D on’t shrink from speaking the tru th  for fear of offending the powers th a t be. 
D on’t shrink from it for the sake of pleasing your superiors. I f  your governm ent is in  the wrong, if my govern
m ent is in  the wrong, it is m y duty to  say w ithout fear or any kind of malice where it  has gone wrong. Unless 
it is possible for you to be so utterly  devoted to tru th , it will not be possible for you to m ake this world go forw ard 
as a  hum an organization.

Again, we are told—surapannishedh—abstention from intoxicating liquors. Let me tell you, it is not merely 
the physical liquors th a t intoxicate us. We do not feed our ch ildren  w ith opium  and  poison. W e should not 
feed our youth w ith provincial, partisan creeds, they are vicious poisons th a t fetter the souls of m en and  m ake 
m en ill and  unbalanced. I t  is necessary for us to feel th a t we are not infallible and  we do not adm it infallibility 
in  others, we m ust never become victims of any infallible dogmas and  doctrines. T hey  have created havoc in  
this world. So, if  we are called upon to abstain from intoxicating drinks, it  is not merely the physical drinks 
bu t the m ental poisons with which we infect hum an beings themselves. T h a t is w hat we are  called upon to avoid.

I m ay close w ith a statem ent from D euteronom y: “  I  call on heaven and  earth  to record this day against 
you, th a t I  have set before you life and  death, blessing and  cursing. Therefore, choose life th a t both  thou 
and  thy  seed m ay live ” , {Applause.)

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—T he applause which you have received from the Conference is 
just a  token of our gratitude to you for having spared time to come to us and  to inspire us.

{The Vice-President o f  India left the hall escorted by the Chairman-, the meeting then continued).

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—T h e next item  on the agenda is the consideration of the resolu
tions th a t have been already circulated and w hich are before you. They are : the resolution subm itted by the 
U nited States of Am erica w ith its am endm ent, another resolution subm itted by the Swiss delegation and  
another by the Chinese delegation.

Since the burden of the resolution th a t has been subm itted by the U nited  States G overnm ent Delegation 
bears on the decision th a t was taken by the Standing Commission and  followed by the host country , and since 
I  have the privilege of being a m em ber of the Standing Commission and  also the Chairm an of the  host society, 
I shall crave the indulgence of the Conference, if I am  allowed to ask some one else to take the C hair in  m y place.
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I  shall ask M r. M acAulay w ith your permission to  do so. H e was the C hairm an of the last Conference. H e 
has also chaired the H um anitarian  Law Commission w ith ability, integrity and with that very acute legal sense 
which he brings to  bear on all his work. I  think it will be better for all concerned if this procedure is followed. 
W ill M r. M acAulay please come to the dias.

M r . M acA U LA Y  (Canada, R ed Cross, C hairm an)— I wish to thank the C hairm an of the Conference for 
asking me to accept this honour. I wish to  thank the delegates for endorsing her recommendation.

There has already been substantial discussion of this item, and  I  would ask any delegates who wish to speak 
to be as concise as possible. Now, there is no reason why representations on this subject should be m ade in any 
other m anner than  representations on any of the other m atters th a t have been on our agenda.

I was interested in  the  observation of the Vice-President who ju st addressed us. H e said tha t we must 
resolve all m atters in  a qu iet and  peaceful m anner, and I certainly subscribe to his statem ent in  tha t respect;
I know th a t I  shall have the co-operation of all the delegates when this subject is being discussed.

T he first resolution th a t was received was subm itted by the  delegation of the U .S. Government. T he 
second one w as a  resolution presented by the Swiss G overnm ent delegation. I  should have mentioned th a t in 
the one subm itted by the U .S. G overnm ent delegation, there was a  change in one word this morning. You 
have th a t before you. I t  is num bered P 14. T he resolution did  read as follows :

“ Resolves in  accordance w ith the traditional principles of the R ed  Cross tha t it is the sense of the Confer
ence th a t all governments invited to attend the Conference be addressed according to their own official 
titles ” .

This m orning, the Bureau discussed the am endm ent which had been subm itted, in which for the word 
“ governm ents ”  the word “  parties ” was substituted.

T he second resolution presented by the Swiss G overnm ent delegation is num bered P 15. T he th ird  one, 
nam ely P  21, is subm itted by the Swedish R ed Cross delegation. T h e  fourth one which was subm itted to the 
Bureau was the draft resolution subm itted by the G overnm ent of the People’s Republic o f China, and  the 
delegation of the R ed Cross Society of China. I t  is num bered P  23, I  believe.

Now, these are the documents th a t are before you. I  am  now going to call on the U.S. delegation to 
speak.

T h e Hon. M r. M cC L IN T O C K  (U.S.A., G overnm ent)— M r. C hairm an and  distinguished delegates: 
Again, for the second tim e, as the head o f the U.S. Governm ent delegation, I  have the rare privilege of taking my 
text from the preceding speech of an  Ind ian  statesm an. W hen I  spoke before this assembly one week ago today, 
I took my text from the Prim e M inister of Ind ia  and his appeal to this Conference to sublimate its differences 
and to look to the spiritual wounds of the cold w ar as being as great a  danger to  hum anity as the wounds of actual 
war.

This afternoon, I  speak from a full heart, because m y delegation and myself have been deeply moved by 
the philosophy and  the appeal to  hum an  m oral principle and  dignity which has been m ade by the great Vice- 
President o f India. I  am  sure th a t there will be no dissenting voice in this hall a t the principles laid down by 
Vice-President Radhakrishnan, and those principles should anim ate the R ed Cross today and tomorrow, and, I 
hope, for centuries to come.

I welcome accordingly your unnecessary injunction tha t speakers this afternoon should be guided by the 
principles established by Dr. R adhakrishnan . I t  is precisely on a  question of principle th a t I  wish to speak this 
afternoon. I  lim ited my remarks last Tuesday to a statem ent of the position of my Governm ent on the fact 
th a t we had come to this Conference as a G overnm ent delegation, because we wished to serve, in view of the 
unique non-political, hum anitarian  and  universal character of the R ed Cross.

I  pointed out, to m ake the  record clear, th a t there were other delegations present which not only my 
Governm ent did not recognize b u t the U nited  Nations and its specialized agencies d id  not recognize. But, 
despite th a t fact, because the U nited States is dedicated to the ideals and the principles of the R ed Cross, we had 
decided to come.

I  said, as you will recall, M r. C hairm an, tha t we noted one significant absence in the roster o f delegations. 
W e noted th a t all other Powers were seated according to their official style and title; we noted th a t regimes 
w hich were not recognized by the U nited  Nations and its specialized agencies or by my Governm ent were seated 
here, the delegations of the N orth  K orean People’s Republic, of N orth  Viet-Nam , o f Eastern G erm any, of 
Communist China and o f O u ter M ongolia. I  d id  not challenge their right to sit here, because the U nited  States, 
believing in these principles of universality and of genuine dedication to justice on the part o f the International
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R ed Cross, felt tha t we should bow before tha t principle of universality, but we did request tha t justice be done 
and that the delegation which was missing from this hall, the delegation representing w hat we consider to be the 
Governm ent of the Republic of China, which had complied with every qualification for admission to this Confer
ence, also be seated.

M r. Chairm an, you live a t the Ashoka Hotel. M ost of the delegates here live a t the Ashoka Hotel. I 
have m ade the acquaintance in the last week of a  very intelligent M yna bird. This bird comes to m e because 
I give it p a rt of m y toast, and it converses w ith me. I t  speaks good Chinese, bu t not vociferous Chinese; it has 
a sense of hum our which is unlike certain  delegations. This M yna bird tells me th a t flying from balcony to 
balcony a t the Ashoka Hotel, it has picked up word tha t there are certain Delegates intending to  m utiny, 
to walk out of this Conference, if the delegate of the Republic of China should properly be cited by his own style 
and  title. M ay be the M yna bird m ay be wrong, although he seems to be very well informed of w hat people 
say in the Ashoka Hotel.

I have heard  from other sources than  M yna birds tha t in  fact, a  certain delegation has held over this 
Conference for the past week the Sword of Damocles, the th reat o f m utiny, by causing a rift in the hum anitarian 
circles of the In ternational R ed Cross.

As I  m ade clear, M r. C hairm an, w hen I m ade the statem ent of m y Governm ent’s position a t  this Con
ference, it  came because it is universal, because it is hum anitarian, because it is non-political. Yet, I  find to my 
sorrow— and the sorrow is more intense after listening to the noble philosophy of the Vice-President, Dr. R adha- 
krishnan— I find to m y sorrow th a t one delegation, by such a threat, is using political means in a  non-political 
organization^ to keep one delegation and  one delegation only, from sitting a t this Conference.

M r. Chairm an, when I discussed m atters with m y M yna bird  this m orning, he asked : “ How is the 
Conference going? ” I said: “ T hank Heaven, the Conference has buried its animosities. I t  is united upon 
right principles ”  and I also added, as a  parenthesis, th a t thanks to your distinguished actuation as a  presiding 
officer, the Commission on H um anitarian  Law  had brought forth resolutions in complete unanim ity. But on 
this question, I told m y M yna bird  friend : “ I f  other people, a t any time, th reaten  to leave the Conference, 
threaten to  abandon the principles of the R ed Cross for political considerations, w hat indeed M yna bird  would 
you say, if the U nited States should say the same thing ? ” And the M yna bird looked a t m e and nodded his 
head and flew away.

M r. C hairm an, I am  here to  speak on principles. I am  here to support the resolution pu t down by the 
U nited States one week ago, not yet voted upon, and  the consequence of which, if  it had  been voted upon 
affirmatively, would have been to restore to  the R ed Cross Conference the principle of universality which has 
not yet been established. I m ade the argum ent last week— I do not wish to take your tim e unduly to  make it 
again—w ith respect to  th e  R eport of the distinguished C hairm an of the S tanding Commission—we took him  
a t his own words—th a t it was a  non-political organization w ith no jurid ical power and we said we did not 
believe th a t such an  organization as the Standing Commission had  the righ t or the duty  or the power to decide 
questions of recognition of Governments. I t  has no right to determ ine the official style or title of any members 
seated here. A nd th a t was the reason, Ladies and  Gentlem en, why the U nited  States pu t down its resolution. 
W e felt, and  still feel, th a t it is a dangerous doctrine to subm it to non-political, non-juridical organs in the 
international com m unity the right to  decide who is who and  w hat Governm ent a State or regime should 
have.

W ith your indulgence, I should like to read the U nited States resolution, because the fundam ental principle 
upon which you m ust raise your hands is contained in  our resolution, and  the Swiss resolution and  the Swedish 
resolution bear directly upon this principle. T h e  resolution w hich I had  the honour to subm it last Tuesday, 
reads as follows :—

“ Having in m ind the report of the C hairm an of the Standing Commission,
Confirming the statem ent of the  Chairm an of the Standing Commission th a t the R ed Cross is not concerned 

w ith ju rid ical or political questions regarding the status of governments,
Resolves in accordance w ith the traditional principles of the R ed Cross th a t it is the sense of the Conference 

th a t all—

here we w ant to substitute for the word “ governments ” , the word “ parties ”—

“ parties invited to  the Conference be addressed according to their own official titles ” ,

This, Ladies and Gentlemen, to me seems bu t the essence of justice. I t  is to you, who operate as R ed 
Cross Societies, so simple a question as does not a  m an or a woman have a  righ t to  be called by his or her own 
nam e ? A nd those of you who work for Governments and  whose Foreign Offices tonight will receive telegrams 
indicating w hat position you took upon this motion, the question is one of international precedent and  juris-
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prudence. Does a  non-political, non-juridical organization have the right to decide questions of recognition, 
and in  a  care-free way to determ ine w hat a  Governm ent should be called?

You know, M r. Chairm an, th a t other resolutions have been tabled. These resolutions, one pu t down by 
m y friend, the  distinguished leader o f the Swiss delegation and  one p u t down by the Swedish R ed Cross, apply 
to  future applications o f w hat we in  the U nited  States delegation believe is a  present principle. I  was grieved 
w hen I  read the resolution pu t down by the Swedish R ed Cross. Some o f you know th a t I  have been profoundly 
affected by m y own residence in  Sweden, by m y love for the Swedish people and  I  recall as Second Secretary in 
Stockholm w ith w hat reverence I  regarded the figure of Judge  Sandstrom. Yet the Swedish resolution seeks to 
push aside, for some indefinite future consideration, a m atter of principle. W e have heard from our philosopher 
V ice-President of Ind ia  in  his m agnificent tracing o f m an’s struggle through the ages for more enlightenm ent, 
how m atters o f  principle m ust be o f presen t application as well as o f historical recollection and of future aspira
tion. V ice-President, D r. R adhakrishnan, said: “ Life is not in the hands of blind inconsequence ” . And 
yet the  Swedish R ed  Cross delegation pushes off to some blind inconsequence the present application of a p rin
ciple which, although it m ay bear on only one lonely little delegation today, may bear on all of you a t some future 
time.

I was particularly  distressed by the Swedish resolution because Judge  Sandstrom —-though he may not be 
au tho r of it— is a  well known ju rist and  he cannot be ignorant of the m axim  of law th a t justice deferred 
becomes injustice; it becomes justice denied. I  cannot understand M r. Chairm an, why our good friends who 
wish to accept a  principle tom orrow  cannot face up to, in the light of stronger lights than  these, and  accept 
the application of a  principle today.

In  fact, V ice-President R adhakrishnan, tw enty m inutes ago said, and I quote— “ By the pursuit of tru th  
and  love you a tta in  life eternal” . T he U nited  States Delegation is perfectly willing to assess your feeling and 
to  take your vote on the pursuit of tru th  today, and  not a t some indefinite future date.

M r. C hairm an, I  believe th a t as a  m atter of procedure w hich you so wisely decided a t the suggestion of 
the Soviet delegation in the Commission on H um anitarian  Law, the Am erican m otion m ust as a  m atter of 
precedence be voted upon before the Swedish m otion which is possibly designed to do away w ith the American 
m otion and  place it and the conscience of this Conference, in some comfortable deep-freeze in the future. 
Accordingly, M r. Chairm an, I  request you to place to the vote the Am erican resolution which embodies the 
principles, and  to see if  this Conference does not agree w ith the U nited  States delegation, th a t a m an has the 
right to his own nam e, an d  th a t the S tanding Commission, w hatever kindly reasons m ight have motivated it, 
has m ade an  error w hich is now becom ing magnified beyond all proportion.

M r. C hairm an, I  am  so grateful to  the  V ice-President for elevating our debate by placing before us these 
questions of justice and  our adherence to  principle. I  know the Am erican people would not understand if the 
International R ed Cross Conference w ith its noble ideals, its dedication to  hum anitarian  principles should decide 
th a t today we will pu t the principle off for a  while longer, condem n th e  m an to gaol for another five years and 
then give him  a  reprieve and  possibly an  apology.

T he Am erican people have placed their trust in  the R ed Cross on the ground th a t it is universal in 
application, h um an itarian  and  non-political. I agree tha t it is hum anitarian  and  I hope you share m y view 
th a t it should be non-political and  I  know by your showing of hands th a t you will accept the view tha t it should 
be universal in application and universal a t this Conference.

T hank you, M r. Chairm an.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)— I think we should have all these resolutions before us. I am  going to 
call on the representative o f th e  Swiss G overnm ent to present his resolution.

H .E. M r . R U E G G E R  (Switzerland, G overnm ent)— M r. C hairm an: O n  the subject of the resolution 
subm itted by the delegation of the Swiss Governm ent, I  feel th a t I  can be fairly brief. I have very little to add 
to m y statem ents in  the plenary m eeting of O ctober 29th on the general report of the Standing Commission. 
I  then asked this Assembly to express its thanks to the S tanding Commission, its Chairm an, Ambassador 
Francois-Poncet, the V ice-C hairm an, R ajkum ari A m rit K au r and  all members of this body for the rem arkable 
work carried out since the last Conference, and  expressing also our confidence in  the continuity of this action.

O n  the particular question of the invitations to Conferences of the International R ed Cross, I  was finally 
led to state some points which follow, I  believe, the doctrine of the R ed Cross and which are also in accordance 
w ith the practice accepted after the discussions a t the Toronto Conference, and which, under your wise 
guidance, has weathered m any storms. I t  is in  order to avoid the repetition a t every Conference of regrettable 
discussions like those we had in  Toronto and  which, a t our opening meetings, appeared to loom again on the 
horizon, tha t I thought these points had to be m ade once more perfectly clear.
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T hey are of a general character and  in no way connected with a particular case only. I t  had  then been 
suggested th a t the final observations of m y statem ent be subm itted to the Conference as a  draft resolution. M y 
delegation has willingly done so feeling convinced th a t when and where it is possible to have an  agreem ent on 
general lines, particular questions are  also seen in the right proportion, and then their settlem ent m ay become 
easier. T he adoption of a  draft resolution like the one I  have the honour to pu t before you would, in  the opinion 
of m y delegation, be useful for the future. I t  m ight also be advisable, before a future Conference, to send out 
to Governments and R ed Cross Societies, together w ith the invitations, an  explanatory note on the rules 
followed by the Standing Commission. T he resolution is, o f course, not an  injunction to the S tanding Commis
sion itself. T he S tanding Commission knows w hat it is about. But, would the invited R ed Cross Societies and  
the invited G oveinm ents always recall after an  interval of four or five years w hat are exactly the rules of the 
Conference? Again and again— and this m ust be avoided in  future—there have been misunderstandings, in 
good faith, owing to the fact th a t the quite unique position of the R ed Cross had not been realized. By your 
leave, M r. C hairm an, I think I m ust read out our draft resolution.

T he Conference,

H aving taken note of the invitations issued, according to the  Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross, 
by the Standing Commission, to Governments parties to the Geneva Conventions, to the R ed Cross Societies 
and In ternational Organizations o f the R ed Cross, as well as to other O rganizations :

H aving noted also the observations m ade, a t its first M eeting, on the subject o f these invitations,

1. Expresses its thanks to the Standing Commission for having decided to issue the invitations in the 
spirit of the universality of the R ed Cross and  also regardless of all political considerations which may, 
under no circumstances, ham per the develpom ent of the m ovem ent;

2. Reaffirms the general principle th a t the N ational Society w hich offers its hospitality to an  In te r
national Conference acts in  accordance w ith the Statutes in transm itting the invitations merely as an  
interm ediary and that, therefore, all m embers m ust refrain from addressing themselves in  this m atter 
to the inviting N ational Society as such;

3. Desires, that, also in future, the invitations to all In ternational Conferences of the R ed Cross be 
issued in a  spirit o f broad universality and  include in the interest o f H um anitarian  Law, all Govern
ments exercising authority  over territories where the Geneva Conventions are applicable, this 
regardless of w hether these Governments enjoy recognition by other signatories;

T he Conference underlines that, in  the field of the R ed Cross, the criteria of recognition custo
m ary in the intercourse between States do not apply, and  th a t consequently the decisions regard
ing the invitations to R ed Cross Conferences do not and  cannot set a  precedent in  other fields.

I will of course bow to your ruling as to which draft resolution should be pu t to the vote in  the first place. 
I  have indeed no special object in  speaking on this m atter bu t I  should like to stress th a t the resolution subm itted 
by the Swiss Governm ent delegation is o f quite a  general character which, if  adopted, m ight find its place, 
for instance, in  the handbook of the International R ed Cross as a  codification of the practice arrived a t by the 
Standing Commission and  the R ed Cross Conference. I t  is the  parliam entary practice, not in  m y country only, 
b u t certainly in  m any countries here represented th a t proposals o f a general character be p u t to the vote before 
proposals having a  limited scope or bearing on a particular situation. I  venture to suggest th a t such a  procedure 
which seems logical be followed in the present instance and  I  hope and  trust th a t in m atters o f principle th a t are 
contained in  the draft resolution before you there will be in  this Conference a large measure of agreement. Such 
a measure of agreem ent m ay clear the atmosphere and smooth the way for our future deliberations. T hank  you.

J u s t ic e  SA N D STR O M  (Sweden, R ed Cross)— M r. Chairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en: I  feel th a t the 
head of the Am erican Governm ent delegation m y friend M r. M cClintock, has somewhat m isunderstood the 
m eaning of the Swedish m otion. I t  is a. m otion w hich deals w ith how we are going to act upon the Am erican 
resolution and the underlying reasons for it are the following.

T he R ed Cross cannot—as a m atter of course— deny, in  norm al cases, th a t we should call the parties to 
the Conference by the nam e they give themselves. This, however, is not a  rule of international law or R ed 
Cross principle bu t etiquette.

W hat we cannot adm it is th a t this rule should be a  hard  and  fast rule for all cases, even in  very special 
and exceptional cases where higher values m ight be involved. I  will recall to you a  thing which was said very 
aptly the  other day by the head of the Philippine G overnm ent delegation. H e said th a t there a re  facts th a t in 
themselves seem to be innocent and  cannot be objectionable. But there m ight be in the surrounding facts such 
elements tha t can make out of these innocent facts very complicated questions involving also a  political aspect. 
Even a nam e can be such a fact. T hey can involve political claims which are objects of conflict.
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In  such cases and  especially if  the unity of the R ed Cross and its universality are a t stake, we must preserve 
th e  right to decide on the merits of R ed Cross considerations, even if  the general rule of etiquette cannot be 
observed. T he etiquette question becomes in  such a  case only a  secondary consideration. These are under
lying reasons for the Swedish resolution. By accepting the Am erican resolution one accepts a hard  and  fast rule 
which does not perm it any exception.

As to the procedure proposed by M r. Ruegger, I  should like to say tha t we have no objection to the Swiss 
G overnm ent resolution being voted upon first. As he has said, it is a  very general resolution w hich does not come 
down to any concrete proposition. T h e  A m erican resolution is about a  concrete proposition. T he proposal 
as m ade by the Am erican G overnm ent delegation binds us in  all cases to a  certain  course of action and  does 
no t allow us to reserve our righ t to judge specially  exceptional cases on merits. T hank  you.

H .E. M r . PA N  T Z U -L I (People’s Republic of C hina, Governm ent)— M r. Chairm an, Fellow-Delegates: 
In  order to save time, I  w ill ask m y English in terpreter to read  m y statem ent for me. But if  the Conference 
does not agree then I will read out m y text in Chinese.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)—W e discovered the other day th a t the in terpreter is not a delegate. O nly 
a  delegate can address the Conference. I f  the delegate is p repared  to  adopt the representation m ade by the 
interpreter, and  if the Conference agrees to this procedure, I  w ill have the m atter proceeded in  this way in order 
to save time. Has anybody in  the Conference any objection in  following th a t procedure?

M r. PAN T Z U -L I (as read by the interpreter)— M r. Chairm an, Fellow-delegates : T he Governm ent of the 
People’s R epublic of China and  the R ed  Cross Society of China have always worked energetically for world 
peace, international co-operation and  the furtherance of hum anitarian  cause, and in  In ternational R ed Gross 
activities also we have m ade efforts and  contributions in  accordance with the spirit o f friendly co-operation. T he 
participation in  this X lX th  In ternational R ed Cross Conference of the delegations of the Chinese Governm ent 
an d  the Chinese R ed Cross Society is also for this purpose.

D uring the past week since the Conference was convened under the outstanding chairm anship of R ajkum ari 
A m rit K aur, the C hairm an of our Conference, delegates of various countries have exchanged views on a num ber 
of questions and  pu t forward m any resolutions of benefit. This proves that, although the views of m any of the 
delegates to this Conference are different on m any questions in other fields, co-operation is fully possible in  the 
furtherance of hum anitarian  cause.

However, the regrettable thing is th a t not the delegations of all the countries have come to this Conference 
in  a  spirit of friendly co-operation, and  w ith the aim  of furthering the cause of hum anitarianism . Some delegation 
intends to utilise this Conference to achieve its ulterior motives. This is clearly not in conform ity .. . .

M r . M acAULAY— I do not w ant any  accusation m ade as such. This is not a proper presentation. You 
can m ake a  proper presentation w ithout challenging other delegates or casting reflections on other countries. 
No delegate has come here for ulterior motives. So, ju st elim inate th a t from your text.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I— M r. Chairm an, we w ant to make clear our stand, and in order to make clear our stand 
we m ust m ention certain countries.

M r . M acAULAY— I am  telling you th a t  you cannot m ention certain  countries. I t  is not necessary to 
m ention certain  countries.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I—T he U nited  States delegate has already mentioned our name.

M r. M acAULAY—What did he say about you by name?

M r. PAN T Z U -L I— Previously the Am erican delegate has m entioned m any countries. W hy did not the 
C hairm an object a t th a t time ?

M r . M acAULAY—H e nam ed a  num ber of countries which were represented here under proper names, 
under the names th a t they had  chosen. T h a t was all tha t he did. H e did not say th a t any delegate has come 
here  for ulterior motives. T h a t is w hat cannot be said here.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I— W e are speaking facts.
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M r. M acAULAY— Facts, yes. We are not going to speak those kind of facts here.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I— If  people w ant to interfere in  internal affairs and  create two Chinas, and  still you are 
not going to allow us to speak, th a t is not in conformity w ith co-operation.

M r. M acAULAY— W e are not creating two Chinas by anything tha t is happening here. M ore than 
that, let me say one thing. I f  a  delegate disobeys the Chair, I  will have to  ask the authorities concerned to  
disconnect the microphone. I  had  to do th a t in  Toronto and  I  will do th a t here.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I—Let me first finish m y views. I f  other delegates have other views they can express
their views.

M r. M acAULAY—No. I  am  not just going to fill up the records w ith a lot of irrelevant m aterial, and  I  
am  not going to allow other delegates to come and  answer th a t irrelevant m aterial. You have to stick to the 
subject and rem em ber th a t this is a R ed Cross Conference.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I—We regret this a ttitude of the C hairm an in  not letting others speak.

M r. M acAULAY—You can regret it. But the C hairm an is quite satisfied tha t he is conducting the
Conference along R ed Cross lines in  not letting you say w hat you want.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I—We will still voice our opinion a t this Conference.

M r. M acAULAY—No. I f  you have any opinion about R ed Cross m atters you can voice that, bu t not 
opinions about political and  other m atters. T h a t is not w hat we have come here for, and  I  owe a  responsibility 
to  the 430 Delegates who have come here to discuss R ed Cross m atters and not political m atters.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I—T he delegate from U nited States has mentioned political m atters in  his statem ent.

M r. M acAULAY—He did not m ention anything objectionable such as you are proposing to introduce. 
I f  you w ant the rostrum, get on with the jo b  and  talk about R ed Cross m atters, otherwise leave the rostrum .

M r. PAN T Z U -L I—T he Am erican delegate referred to two Chinas, the D em ocratic Republic of K orea, 
the Dem ocratic Republic of V iet-N am  and  the Republic of Germ any.

M r. M acAULAY—He did not accuse them  of any ulterior motive. I  am  telling you th a t I  am  giving
you the very liberal opportunity  of saying w hat you have to say on m atters which have the R ed Cross flavour.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I—At the plenary sessions of O ctober 28th and  29th the Chinese delegation pointed out 
th a t the U .S. delegation was attem pting to utilise the present Conference to realize its political plot of creating 
two Chinas.

M r. M acAULAY—This is not th a t session. You are not saying all th a t here. I f  you said th a t once, 
you said it once too often.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I— If  you do not let us speak, we can only express our vote of protest to the Chair.

M r. M acAULAY—You m ust have lots of m aterial in your text there, which is not of a political nature. 
I  will give you an  opportunity to go through th a t text and eliminate the objectionable m aterial, and  I  will allow 
you to come to the rostrum, after other speakers have spoken, to speak on R ed Cross m atters or m atters th a t
have a bearing to this particular subject.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I— ....................  (Statem ent expunged).

M r. M acAULAY— I object to tha t statem ent and  I  order th a t it be stricken from the record.

M r. PAN T Z U -L I— T he U.S. delegate deliberately says tha t the question he is raising is bu t a  simple 
m atter, th a t is, should not every m an have the right to be called by his own nam e. As a m atter of fact, the
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question is by no means a m atter of names. Ju s t as the U .S. delegate himself adm itted later, it was his aim  to
have the Chiang K ai-shek * on Taiw an, which has long been overthrown by the Chinese people and
has lost all representative character take part in  the present Conference under the nam e of the so-called 
“  Governm ent of the Republic of China ” .

M r. M acAULAY—No, no. W e need not enter into political matters.

M r . PAN T Z U -L I— ........................
Everyone knows th a t the delegation of the G overnm ent of the People’s Republic of China and  the delega

tion  of the R ed Cross Society of China are full members of the International R ed Cross Conference. This is a 
publicly recognized fact. Since the m atter regarding the Chinese delegation has already been determ ined, 
how can there be another question of the Chinese delegation ? Ju s t as the C hairm an of our Conference, 
M adam  K aur, has said, since a  delegation from China was already seated, no issue existed. T he U.S. delegate 
said he was startled to hear this statem ent of the Chairm an of our Conference. As a  m atter of fact, this state
m ent of the C hairm an of our Conference is not only in  conformity w ith the facts, but also expressed the opinion 
of m any delegations to ou r Conference.

T he U.S. delegate asserts tha t the so-called “  G overnm ent of the Republic of China ” is a party  of 
several R ed Cross Conventions, and therefore is fully qualified to participate in  this Conference by the bye-laws 
o f the In ternational R ed Cross. T rue, the so-called “ G overnm ent of the R epublic of China ”  was a  State 
party  to the 1929 Geneva Convention and  also signed on the 1949 Geneva Convention. But th a t was when it 
was not yet overthrown by the Chinese people. Everyone knows tha t, in  any country, after its old regime 
has been overthrown, its international rights are inherited by the new government. This is a world recognized 
principle of international law. T he former M anchu governm ent in  China was also a S tate party  to the 1864 
Geneva Convention, and according to the logic of the U .S. delegate, can it be th a t rem nants of the M anchu 
governm ent should also be invited to the present session of our Conference ? T he a ttem pt of the U.S. delegate 
to  use the pretext th a t because the so-called “  Governm ent of the Republic of China ” was a State party  to the 
Geneva Convention, or Signed its nam e to the Convention, and therefore advocates th a t the Chiang Kai-shek 
 * on Taiw an is qualified to take part in this Conference, is totally untenable.

R egarding this question, I  would like to make another observation. O u r Swiss colleagues advocate tha t 
invitations to the International R ed Cross Conference should include all governments exercising authority  over 
territories where the Geneva Conventions are applicable. W e hold th a t this proposition is also untenable. 
T he proposal of the Swiss delegation will face two situations : one situation is th a t an  old regime has already 
been supplanted by a new government, bu t the rem nants of the old regime are still entrenched on a part of the 
territory of this country and  are exercising authority there. W e would like to ask whether the authorities of the 
old regime exercising authority  on this territory should be invited to attend  the Conference. A second situation 
is th a t a m inority opposition has established its regime in a p a rt of a certain  country, this situation exists in some 
countries of the world. W e would like to ask w hether the regime of the m inority opposition should be invited 
to  attend the Conference. I t  is very clear th a t anyone with common sense will understand th a t it cannot be 
done, because th is way of doing things is not only naked interference in  the internal affairs o f the country 
concerned, bu t also in  complete violation of the Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross and  the purposes of the
International R ed Cross Conference. W hether calling the Chiang K ai-shek * on Taiw an as the so-
called “ G overnm ent of the Republic of China ” or as the so-called “ G overnm ent of Formosa ” , it is all the 
creation of a situation of “  two Chinas ” on China’s territory. T aiw an is an  inalienable p a rt of C hina’s 
territory. T he reason th a t Taiw an has not yet returned to the jurisdiction of the Chinese Governm ent is entirely 
due to U .S. interference and obstruction. T he Chinese people will certainly liberate Taiw an, and regardless 
o f how this question is settled, the question between the Chinese Governm ent and  the authorities on Taiw an 
is a  m atter of China’s internal affairs; no interference by any country will be tolerated. T he Chiang Kai-shek
 * as the authority  on China’s province of Taiw an has absolutely no qualifications whatsoever to take
p a rt in  the Conference, and  the Conference also cannot issue any form of invitation to it. T h e  U.S. delegate 
m ade attacks against the People’s Republic of China a t  the last plenary session, stressing tha t the U nited States 
does no t recognize the People’s Republic of China. As a m atter of fact, according to our view, all this is very 
ludicrous. T he fact th a t China is standing up  in the world absolutely cannot be changed by the U.S. 
G overnm ent’s attitude towards C h in a ............... f

M r . M acAULAY— I say that it be taken out of the record. I t  should not be said.

♦Word expunged by order of the Chairman.
tPassage expunged by order of the Chairman.
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M r . PAN T Z U -L I—This is why the Chinese delegation will under no circumstances sit a t the sam e 
Conference w ith elements o f the C hiang K ai-shek *.

 whereas the U .S. delegate is resorting to all means to have the representative of the C hiang
K ai-shek *.

 enter the present Conference and take p a rt in the proceedings of the meetings together w ith the
Chinese delegation "|\

M r . M acAULAY— I order that struck out. You are not assisting us in the problem we have before us.

M r . PAN T Z U -L I—T he delegation of the G overnm ent of the People’s R epublic of China and  the delega
tion of the R ed Cross Society of China ask the Conference to reject the proposal of the U nited  S ta tes "j".

M r. M acAULAY— I order that struck out.

Mr . PAN T Z U -L I— ................, but also is in thorough violation of the letter and spirit of the Statutes o f
the In ternational R ed Cross.

We also do not agree to  the Swiss proposal. T he reasons have already been stated.

T he Chinese delegation, taking a stand of safeguarding peace, furthering the hum anitarian  cause and  truly 
abiding by the Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross, hereby puts forward the following proposal and asks the 
Conference to discuss and adopt it.

M r. Chairm an, the Swedish delegation moved tha t this present Conference does not vote on the U .S. 
draft resolution. T he Chinese delegation approves of this. However, we oppose subm itting the U.S. draft 
resolution to the S tanding Commission of the International R ed Cross for consideration in  sending future invita
tions, because this draft resolution is in violation of the Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross.

We hold tha t the correct draft resolution of the Chinese delegation in defence of the Statutes of the 
International R ed Cross should be discussed and  adopted a t this Conference.

This is the Resolution:

T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
Taking note of the fact tha t the delegation of the G overnm ent of the People’s Republic of China 

and the delegation of the R ed Cross Society of China are full m embers representing China to the 
In ternational R ed Cross Conference,

Considering that, in  accordance with the provisions of Article I, paragraph 2 of the “ Statutes of the 
In ternational R ed Cross ” and  the second paragraph  of the “ Conditions for the Recognition of National 
R ed Cross Societies ” , the local authorities and local R ed Cross Organizations of any State are not 
entitled to take part in the In ternational R ed Cross Conference,

Resolves th a t the authorities exercising authority  in the Taiw an province of China and  the R ed Cross 
organizations there are not allowed to take part under whatever nam e in the X lX th  In ternational R ed 
Cross Conference.
Thank you.

M r . M acAULAY (Chairm an)—We had  a request from a delegate th a t he be allowed to speak after the 
delegate from the People’s Republic of China. But before that, another delegate had  asked for the floor and so, 
we will have to take the delegates in their proper order.

S h r i  K A R M A R K A R  (India, Governm ent)—O n a  point of order, M r. Chairm an. W ith very great 
respect to you and to the esteemed delegates who have moved their resolutions, I rise on a point of order about 
the tenability of those resolutions for im m ediate consideration by the Conference. In  being advised on this 
point, I  could not take inspiration from any hum anitarian point of view; bu t I am  bound by the statutes and  
the rules of procedure th a t have been accepted by this Conference. I  am afraid th a t three a t least out of the 
four resolutions, I beg to subm it w ith very great respect, are out of order and they are inconsistent w ith the 
statutes and the rules as they stand a t present. I  would not like to take this Conference into m any details, bu t 
this question obviously has arisen on account of the fact th a t a certain invitation was issued in a certain m anner, 
addressed to a certain Governm ent by a  certain title. So these resolutions have come up.

♦Word expunged by order of the Chairman. 
(Passage expunged by order of the Chairman.
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T he Am erican resolution proposes th a t “  all parties etc. T h a t is how the resolution now stands.
Previously it was “ all G overnm en ts ” and  th a t m ight have been completely out of order. I think this
w ording “  parties ” is better advised and a better am endm ent to the original resolution. But even so, I  am  
afraid this is out of order. Firstly, I beg the pardon of this House for inviting yours and  the House’s attention 
to  certain facts which are autom atically known to all delegates in this Conference. I am  afraid I do not 
subscribe to the view tha t we can be guided by any hum anitarian  grounds when we have a  definitely fixed 
constitution. O n hum anitarian  grounds we m ay feel on m atters about which we have option, bu t so far as the 
proceedings of this Conference are concerned, I respectfully beg to sum bit tha t we are bound by the statutes as 
they are printed and formally adopted. I am  afraid tha t there is no hum anitarian  ground which can enable us 
to cross beyond the borders of these rules.

As you already know, Article 1 defines w hat an In ternational Conference is: “ T he following shall be 
m em bers of the In ternational Conference w ith the right to take p a rt in all discussions and  to vote ” . This is 
distinguished from Article 3 by which observers can be invited also. So far as delegations are concerned 
(a) delegates of N ational R ed Cross Societies recognized. . . .  etc. (c) T he delegates of the International Com
m ittee of the R ed Cross. These two are out of the picture now. W hat is in the picture considering the 
resolutions is (b) delegates of the States parties to the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condi
tion of the W ounded and Sick in the A rm ed Forces in the Field (1864, 1906, 1929 or 1949). Unless the situa
tion is covered by Article 3, therefore, it is obligatory tha t the invitees of the Conference have to belong to one 
of these categories.

O n the point of order, I would say, very respectfully, th a t the S tanding Commission erred in inviting the 
delegates from the G overnm ent of Formosa by w hatever nam e it was, unless they held deliberately th a t they were 
signatories to  the Geneva Conventions, in which case m embers who were present on behalf o f China a t the 
earlier Conference would have been out of court. T h a t is my first point.

I  shall illustrate how each of these resolutions is out o f order. There is a  provision for am ending these 
rules of procedure. You have a way of changing the rules of procedure and I will show you in a m om ent how 
a t  least one or two of the resolutions imply, almost directly, a change in the rules of procedure. O n  page 318 
of the 1953 edition of the Statutes, it is m entioned th a t it m ay be am ended only in accordance with the procedure 
laid down in Atricle X I I I  of the Statutes by the m ajority prescribed therein. O n page 311 of this book, 
Article X I I I  lays down : “ T he Rules of Procedure of the International Conference shall be adopted in con
formity w ith the present Statutes (and the present Statutes lay down who the delegations can be) by a two-thirds 
m ajority of the m em bers of the Conference present and voting and after the views of the International Com
m ittee and  the League have been ascertained ” . I f  you hold, M r. C hairm an, tha t my view is right, in respect • 
o f resolutions which imply am endm ents to the rules of procedure, this Conference is bound to consult the 
In ternational Com m ittee and the League before it can proceed w ith the consideration of the resolutions.

I will not deal w ith the merits of the resolutions, because I shall be out of order, since I  have risen on a 
point o f order. T he first resolution I will take is the U .S. resolution. H aving in  m ind the report of the C hair
m an of the S tanding Commission,— th a t is perfectly in order— confirming the statem ent of the C hairm an of the 
S tanding Commission th a t the R ed Cross is not concerned w ith ju rid ical and political questions regarding the 
status of Governments. I am  afraid th a t is not exactly in conformity w ith the Statutes. T h a t is to say, 
though I and  my Governm ent entirely agree th a t this platform  should not be m ade the washing house for 
political controversies, bu t a t the same tim e so far as the Statutes and  rules have laid down th a t the recognition 
is confined to States signing the G eneva Conventions, to th a t extent, and to tha t extent alone, this Conference 
has to determ ine w'hat is the status to be given to a delegate from a particular State. W ith very great respect,
I  beg to subm it th a t we cannot avoid tha t m uch of politics in the scientific sense of the term . We have to take 
cognizance of States which have a political status which have signed the Geneva Conventions. I f  tomorrow 
any hum drum  delegate comes from a m ental asylum and  says “ I am  the delegate from the W orld G overnm ent ” 
or something like that, he is out of order, because we are concerned with Governments which have a  status. 
O n  the m erits of the question, the Conference can take any decision th a t X  is a proper State or an  im proper 
State. So, this Conference, in m y hum ble opinion, is concerned not w ith controversial jurid ical and  political 
questions, bu t w ith a view to conduct its work efficiently it is certainly concerned with juridical and  political 
questions in  so far as they are referred to and are relevant in the Statutes binding this Conference.

Concerning the phrase “ all parties invited to attend the Conference ” , with very great respect I beg to 
subm it th a t I am  not able to understand the word “ parties ” , T h a t is to me a ra ther dubious word. I t  either 
m eans the delegates as they are entitled under Atricle 1 or observers under Article 3. I should like the delegate 
of the U nited States to m ake it quite clear w hether he means by “ parties ” those referred to in Article 1 or 
Article 3 or w hether w hat he refers covers both Governments and observers or only Governments or only 
observers.
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Now, Sir, in m y hum ble opinion, the purpose should in  fairness be explained to the delegates, th a t is
w hether it refers to Article 1 or Article 3. T hen  we shall be able to make up our minds as to the relevancy o f the
question.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)— I think it means any R ed Cross delegate, or G overnm ent delegate. Am 
I  correct ? W e could clear it as we go along.

S h r i K A R M A R K A R  (India, Governm ent)— In  my hum ble opinion, in  so far as it relates to the Govern
m en t delegation, it has to be governed by Article 1. I f  it is an  observer, it will be governed by Article 3.

T he resolution reads :
“  Resolves in accordance w ith the traditional principles of the R ed C r o s s . . . .” .

There is no objection to tha t. T hen  it says:
“  th a t it is the sense of the Conference th a t all parties invited to attend the Conference be addressed

according to their own official titles ” .
This is ra ther an  im portant point. I would like to refer to  the substance of the resolution now. W hat 

does this am endm ent m ean? In  so far as the Governments are concerned, if this were the m eaning of the Rules 
of Procedure, it  should have been m ade clear by an  am endm ent to Article 1. W e could have said :

“  tha t the invitees to this Conference should be addressed according to their official titles ” ,

Unless th a t is there, unless the Statutes are changed, I  beg to subm it th a t it will be out of order. W e 
have to honour our own Statutes. So, let this come in  the form of an  am endm ent. Let th a t am endm ent be 
sent to the parties. T hen  let it come back to the Conference. I  again respectfully subm it th a t in so far as this 
procedure is there either in the Statutes or the rules of procedure, the Governments invited to th a t Conference 
should be addressed according to their official titles, in view of the present context, to which I should no t like 
to refer in  detail, because th a t itself is a  source of controversy. I say th a t unless this is inserted in  the rule itself,
I  am  afraid th a t the resolution of the U nited  States is entirely out of order.

M r . M acAULAY— I did not get the last word, were they “  entirely out of order ” ?

S h r i  K A R M A R K A R — I t  is “  ou t of order ” because it  is doing something which has not been m ade clear 
by the S tatutes or the rules. Unless this is added, it would be out of order. I f  this is added, then, M r. C hair
m an, it  would be entirely clear.

M r . M acAULAY—W hat have you to add  to make it right?

S h r i  K A R M A R K A R —W ith very great respect, I  think I am  unable to m ake the present situation right.
I  am  very sorry for that. I am  speaking very very guardedly in order not to enter into the controversy. I  am  
afraid, I am  keeping myself strictly to the letter o f the resolution. I am  avoiding all other m atters w hich m ight 
lead me astray from the point o f order. I  would respectfully subm it, for your consideration and  for the consb 
deration of the delegates of the U nited  States, th a t this am endm ent would be entirely in  order and in  accordance 
with the formal procedure if  you pu t an  asterisk m ark behind Article 1 to prevent all difficulties th a t have 
arisen. You can pu t an  asterisk m ark after “ C  ” and  say “ Governments invited to a ttend  the Conference will 
be addressed according to  their own official titles ” a t the end.

M r. M acAULAY— I did not catch your last words.

S h r i  K A R M A R K A R — If  w hat has been stated by the delegate of the U nited States had  to be adopted, 
you would have to am end these Statutes. You would have to p u t an  asterisk m ark and  then say a t the bottom  
of Article 1 th a t: “ Governments invited to attend  the Conference shall be addressed according to their own 
official titles T he Standing Commission and everybody concerned would be bound to address the Governments 
as such. T h a t is my point about the Am erican resolution.

I  shall be brief regarding the other resolutions because m uch ground has been covered. I  will only 
invite the attention  of the Conference to those portions w hich appear to me to be out of order; for instance :

“  Expresses its thanks to the Standing Commission for having decided to  issue the invitations in  the 
spirit of the universality of the R ed  C ro ss  ”

I quite appreciate the spirit underlying these words. But I  am  afraid, we cannot offer any spirit of uni
versality a t the cost of the Statutes and the rules. T hey  are our binding factors. Subject to these rules and
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Statutes, we are entitled to show any sign of universality or any such spirit, bu t not counter to the rules and 
Statutes. T hen , it  goes on :

“  and also regardless of all political considerations ”

I entirely agree th a t political considerations are undesirable in the sense in which we understand the 
w ord “  politics But I m ay point ou t th a t political considerations are not considerations of items regarding 
constitutions and the like, w hich form part of politics, which means, w ithin the purview of the Statutes and rules 
w hich we have adopted. W e cannot discard them.

M r . M acAULAY— I  would invite your attention to paragraph 5 of the Statutes w hich says tha t it m ust 
no t deal w ith political m atters or serve as a  forum for political debate.

S h r i  K A R M A R K A R — I entirely agree w ith you there.

M r . MacAULAY—Y ou are making your observation on the point of order notwithstanding what is 
contained in paragraph 5 of the Statutes.

Sh r i  K A R M A R K A R — I f  I  have erred in  any m anner, I  regret very m uch. So far as I am  conscientiously 
aware, I  am  trying to eschew completely the political aspect o f the m atter. But, M r. Chairm an, politics has 
two aspects. O ne is the innocent text o f the Constitution. I t  m ay not be politics in  the sense in which 
controversial politics is understood, which we have to avoid. But we cannot avoid the constitution of the R ed 
Cross, though we should no t like to encourage the use of this platform  by the delegates for propaganda.

Coming back to the second paragraph, it begins :

“  Reaffirms the general principle th a t the N ational Society w hich offers its hospitality to an  In ter
national Conference ”

T h a t is an  innocent proposition.

T he th ird  paragraph reads :

“  Desires that, also in future, the invitations to all International Conferences of the R ed Cross be 
issued in  a  spirit of broad universality and  include in  the interest of H um anitarian  Law, all Governments 
exercising authority  over territories where the Geneva Conventions are applicable, this regardless of whether 
these Governments enjoy recognition by other signatories ” ;

I  should like to invite the attention o f the Conference to one thing. W hat the Constitution says is
applicable to all States parties to the Geneva Convention. Now, a  party  to the Convention is something different
from the Conventions being applicable in  a  particu lar region. T he whole relevant question is w hether a  State 
is a  party  to the Geneva Convention and not w hether the Geneva Convention is observed in tha t territory or 
any  p a rt of th a t territory. Article 1 refers to the political status, w hat is known as the political entity, namely, 
the State. Therefore, this paragraph runs exactly counter to Article 1. Article I says “ delegates of the States 
parties to the Geneva Convention I t  does not say “ all Governments exercising authority  over territories 
w here the Geneva Conventions are applicable ” . W hat does this m ean ? I  am  sorry th a t the distinguished 
delegate who moved the resolution did not exactly know the implication of it. W hat does it m ean ? I t  does 
not even m ean all Governments exercising rightful authority. I t  does not say even that. I f  you are to accept 
it, it will m ean all authorities exercising authority , w hether rightfully or wrongfully. T h a t is another irrele
v an t m atter. A State can exercise wrongful authority  on a  territory where the Geneva Conventions are 
applicable and th a t would be right because tha t forms p a rt of a particular State where the Geneva Conventions 
a re  applicable. So, this goes exactly counter to Article 1. If, instead of the words “ delegates of the States 
parties to the Geneva Convention ” , we use the words “  delegates on behalf o f G overnm ent exercising authority  
over territories where the Geneva Conventions are applicable ” , then this would be in order. Otherwise, with 
very great respect to you, M r. Chairm an, I am  of the opinion th a t this resolution is not only out of order, bu t runs 
exactly counter to the Constitution, because it will include not only Governments which are parties to the 
Geneva Convention, bu t it would also include Governments which are not parties to the Geneva Convention but 
in  whose territories the Geneva Conventions are applicable in  the sense tha t these rules apply to them. This 
is ra ther a doubtful proposition. So, I very respectfully subm it tha t this resolution is not in  conformity w ith 
sub-section (b) of Article 1.

Now I come to the Swedish resolution. This resolution reads :
“ T he Swedish R ed Cross delegation moves th a t the Am erican draft resolution, w ithout being voted 

upon, be rem itted to the Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross for its consideration on 
occasion of future invitations ” .
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This is entirely in  order. This runs counter to no article of the constitution. T he m atter comes before 
us. T hen  we send it back w ithout expressing any opinion. W e can allow the G overnm ents to  express their 
opinion on the various resolutions. W e can hold th a t this resolution is in order.

Now, regarding the last resolution by the delegate o f the People’s R epublic o f  C hina, this reads:

“  Considering that, in accordance w ith the provisions of Article 1, paragraph  2 of the “  S tatu tes of the 
In ternational R ed Cross ”  and  the second paragraph  of the “ Conditions for the Recognition o f N ational 
R ed  Cross Societies ” , the local authorities and  local R ed Cross organizations of any  S tate are not entitled 
to take part in the International R ed Cross C onference. . . . ” .

S tanding as it is, I am  afraid th a t th a t is out of order, because they say for such and  such reasons, the 
local authorities and local R ed Cross organizations of any State are not entitled to  sit, including even signatories 
to the Geneva Convention. I do not know w hat to call it, bu t th a t is certainly som ething w hich m ight create 
chaotic conditions, if it stands. I f  something is m eant, then perhaps it m ight be rephrased. T hat, however, 
is another m atter.

T he resolution then reads :
“  Resolves th a t the authorities exercising authority  in  the T aiw an  Province of C hina an d  the R ed  

Cross organization there are not allowed to take part under whatever nam e in the X lX th  In ternational 
R ed Cross Conference ” .

I leave it to you to decide w hether in  the absence of any m otion th a t such and  such a  delegation should 
be accepted, tha t is in order or not. I  very m uch like to subm it th a t you do not need any aid in  this m atter, 
for you are entirely com petent to decide this m atter. W hen there is no resolution on th e  point, w hen there 
is no delegate of Formosa coming in or anything like that, unless there is a  m otion th a t he be adm itted , this 
resolution, I  am  afraid, will be prem ature.

M r. M acAULAY—You have simplified my task very much. I only have one resolution before me now. 
But, in  addition to raising one point of order, you have raised about fifty points of order. I am  sure you would 
not expect me to rule on them  one after another.

S h r i  K A R M A R K A R —T he only point of order th a t I  have raised is th a t w hich concerns the U .S. 
resolution. But, apart from that, I  would ju st conclude m y point by saying th a t the U .S. resolution and  the 
Swiss resolution in their operative part, in  so far as they are no t in consonance w ith the existing Statutes and 
Articles as they stand a t present—until the Statutes and  Articles are suitably am ended— are out of order.

M r. M acAULAY—In  order to simplify this thing, I m ight say th a t some of these resolutions m ight never 
come up before the meeting, and  in th a t case, I would not have to w orry about as to w hether they are good 
or bad. T h a t is the first point.

Perhaps, when are we considering each separate resolution, you m ight re-state your objections, and  the 
Conference would have your statements in m ind a t the tim e they  were voting.

I know tha t it is im proper to take a vote on an  im proper resolution or an  illegal resolution. But, never
theless, if we are going to get on w ith the business of the Conference, we have to find some shortcut, and  notw ith
standing the fact th a t these resolutions are  not properly worded or are contrary to some of the rules, we m ight 
pass one of these resolutions and  in  order to m ake it good, and  the In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross 
m ight have to am end its Statutes in  order to fall into line.

But, thank you very m uch for your com m ents; and  we shall deal w ith these points o f order, if they are 
satisfactory to you, as the different resolutions are pu t before the meeting. Now we shall have a recess of 15 
m inutes for the sake of the interpreters.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)—I am  going to call on the Polish delegate. H e is second on the list, bu t 
he tells me tha t he has an  engagement. I  was going to call on the U .S.S.R . delegate first. But I  would like to 
m eet the wishes of the Polish delegate, seeing th a t he has an  appointm ent.

H .E . D r . K A TZ-SU C H Y  (Poland, G overnm ent)— Mr. C hairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en: I  apologise 
th a t I will not start w ith reference to the wise and  moving statem ent we have ju st heard  from His Excellency 
the V ice-President of the Republic of India, D r. R adhakrishnan, the great Philosopher and  hum anitarian . I 
do not wish to make any  reference to it w ith regret because hardly  had  the V ice-President finished, and  his words 
still reverberating in this hall and  in  our minds, when an atm osphere was created which is contrary to the very 
advice given so generously by the Vice-President.
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I  adm it th a t I take the floor w ith regret and  reluctance to participate in a  debate on this controversial 
issue. I had  the hope, as the U .S. representative expressed it, tha t animosities were buried and we could proceed 
in the  plenary meetings which are left for the closure of the Conference in the same spirit which prevailed at 
a ll Commissions of this Conference.

I  however take the floor because I  consider the issue to be of extreme im portance. I t  affects all the 
activities of this Conference, now and  in the future. I t  is an  issue whose im proper solution m ay limit both the 
scope of our work as well as the extent of the im plem entation of the resolutions which were adopted here.

This is not merely a question of representation of China. This is a question of the proper composition 
o f the Conference from a realistic point of view, so th a t all the tasks and ideals to w hich this Conference is 
devoted can be extended, properly adapted and implemented.

W e all rem em ber how the question of the Chinese representation has lim ited the work of m any in ter
national organizations, how it brought about a crisis in the U nited  Nations and  even today is lim iting the scope 
o f its activities. No one can ignore today the role the Chinese People’s Republic, the G reat Power, is playing in 
accordance w ith the U . N. C harter, a basic role in the task of m aintaining peace and  security and  of spreading 
in ternational co-operation and  friendship amongst nations.

W e have noted this influence in m any international conferences. I t  helped w ith other Powers to bring 
abou t a lessening of international tension, and  those who rem em ber the atm osphere of international 
conferences years ago and  com pare it w ith  the present one see how beneficial this, even partial, co-operation 
has been.

M y delegation considers, as it was pointed out by the honourable C hairm an of the Ind ian  delegation, 
M r. K arm arkar, th a t a priori the issue has been already settled by the adopted Rules and  Statutes. In  fact, there 
was no reason or purpose to deal w ith it again. I know th a t this solution in the beginning was not satisfactory 
to  us either, bu t just in a spirit of give and take, in the spirit of prom oting understanding, we were prepared to 
yield on certain points and let the status quo exist and  continue for the success of this Conference.

W e understand th a t there cannot be any possibility of two Chinese representations, just as there cannot be 
two representations for any other country, or any representation claiming, contrary to their legal and existing 
G overnm ent, the right of representation. W e consider th a t the Chinese People’s R epublic is the legal continua
tion of the Republic of C hina, the continuation of its sovereignty in accordance w ith the existing norms of 
in ternational law  and  the existing principles of recognition of States. W e consider tha t the comparison which 
has been draw n here, th a t some other countries are led by two delegations, is invalid, inap t and  im proper in 
this case. T h e  existing two G erm an States were created on the basis of the Potsdam  Agreement which created 
a  line of tem porary division, setting a t the same tim e certain  rules and  proceedings for unification. A similar 
situation exists in  K orea. T he C harter of the U .N . in its Article 107, excluded from the U .N . organization, 
those problems which arose directly after the end of the second world war. T he question of V iet-N am  cannot 
also serve as a  precedent in this case. I t  is a  result of the Geneva Agreem ent w ith the Powers, specially those 
responsible for the calling of the Geneva Conference, working for the unification of those countries. We consider 
th a t an  unnecessary political note was interjected into this Conference and  we still think tha t we can avoid it  by 
trying to find a solution which would, on the one hand, guarantee the proper composition of this Conference, 
and  on the other, represent the spirit of compromise. W e are prepared to seek in this question an  understanding 
and  we believe tha t the Resolution which has been subm itted by Judge Sandstrom opens the way to such an 
agreement.

I  believe, of course, tha t the fact th a t the resolution moved by Judge Sandstrom  intends only the U nited 
States draft resolution to be forwarded to the S tanding Commission is merely a  m isunderstanding due to the fact 
th a t the Swedish resolution was moved before any other resolution. I  believe th a t a  proper w ording of it would 
be to subm it all proposals together w ith the record of this discussion to the S tanding Commission.

M ay I m ake then  a point on the procedure ? I agree w ith M r. K arm arkar tha t the issue w hich is formu
lated  in  the three resolutions has been solved by the existing rules and  resolutions peviously adopted. I  believe 
th a t those rules speak in  favour of one Chinese representation, th a t is of the Chinese People’s Republic. Yet,
I  am  sure tha t the S tanding Commission has shown wisdom and  realism by adopting a m uch m ore liberal and  
further resolution than  all the other international organizations prom pted by political movements, even though 
political movements should have been excluded. W hile taking cognizance of this discussion which intends to 
rectify its previous decisions, the Conference should elim inate once and  for ever the bone of contention by strictly 
adhering to the existing rules of the Conference for extending the invitation only to the proper Chinese Govern
m ent and  to the proper Chinese R ed Cross Society. I believe tha t the S tanding Commission, having the 
contents of this discussion, will come to th a t conclusion which was here pointed out so ably by M r. K arm arkar 
and  will adopt the only proper solution.
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W ith regard to procedure, M r. C hairm an, I  believe th a t according to the existing rules of procedure of 
every In ternational Conference, and  all existing precedents w hich have been set up a t practically every 
In ternational Conférence, the resolution of the  Swedish delegation has precedence before any  other resolution. 
T h e  resolution of the Swedish delegation is a  procedural m otion which does no t deal w ith the very substance of 
the problem . I t  is not an  expression of attitude tow ard a  particu lar resolution bu t it  deals w ith the contents of 
this debate and all the resolutions in  an  equal m anner and  leaves the decision to the S tanding Commission. 
Therefore, being a  procedural m otion, in  m y opinion, it has precedence before any m otion of substance. A nd, 
as I  said, in  the spirit of compromise and  understanding, w ith such correction as I m entioned, m y delegation 
would be prepared to support this resolution. M y delegation regrets to have to oppose the resolution of the 
U nited  States because we consider it to be contrary to the existing rules of the In ternational R ed  Cross Con
ferences, to the existing laws of recognition of States and  the principles of In ternational law. W e have to oppose 
w ith regret the resolution subm itted by the delegation of Switzerland, because, in  our opinion, it  perpetuates 
the unhealthy and  unwise situation created by a  previous decision of the S tanding Commission which, as I  said, 
while m aking a very realistic approach did  not go far enough to elim inate th a t problem  once and  for ever.

We believe, M r. C hairm an, th a t we can reach an  understanding on this question and  we would advise 
this Conference very strongly against listening to  any birds around the Ashoka Hotel, w hatever language they 
speak. I do not live in  the Ashoka Hotel bu t I pass the Ashoka H otel very often and  I  see m any vultures, m any 
rapacious birds and  crows and  I doubt w hether one should take their advice, w hether they be small or large. I 
th ink the advice to be taken is found in  the principles of justice and  in ternational law, in  the needs of this 
Conference, from the realism of this situation w ith a full recognition of existing realities, of existing possibilities in 
a  spirit of understanding and in a spirit of co-operation.

M r . T C H IK A L E N K O  (U.S.S.R., R ed Cross)— M r. C hairm an and  Fellow-Delegates : M any speakers 
who spoke before me represented Governm ent delegations. I  w ant to tell you th a t I  represent the R ed  Cross 
delegation and I  am  authorized to speak by our R ed Cross delegation. I t  is natu ral for the representatives of 
Governm ent to deal w ith this problem  but, I think, it would be advisable for the R ed  Cross representatives 
also to have their say in this m atter.

First of all, I  w ant to make a few comments on the speech m ade by the representative of the U .S.A. 
Governm ent delegation. I  w ant to w arn, M r. C hairm an, th a t w ith all my respect for him, I am  not going to 
attack any delegate or any representative. T he representative of the U nited  States G overnm ent delegation 
referred several times to the speech of the person whom  we all respect, to the speech of Vice-President o f the 
Ind ian  Republic, D r. R adhakrishnan. O n behalf of the Soviet delegation I w ant to say th a t we followed w ith 
g reat attention the things w hich had  been said here by Dr. R adhakrishnan and  we fully share his hum anitarian  
ideas. But I cannot share m any of the views expressed here by the Am erican representative. I got the im pres
sion, when I was listening to the Am erican representative, th a t all the ideas w hich were expressed by 
D r. R adhakrishnan had  in  view the invitation of the Formosan representative to this Conference. I t  seems to 
me th a t it is ra ther a  very broad in terpretation  of the sentiments expressed by Dr. R adhakrishnan. W e who 
were present there rem em ber the first speech of the Am erican representative a t the first plenary session. In  his 
speech on th a t occasion, he called upon us not to touch and  not to deal w ith political problems. W e all rem em 
ber the speech of the President o f the Am erican R ed Cross, G eneral G ruenther, when he said th a t questions of 
prestige should not interfere w ith our R ed Cross ideals.

W ith great regret I can only state th a t this question was pu t up again for the discussion of this Conference 
by the Am erican delegation. I t  can be considered only as a political action. Indeed, as you rem em ber, a t 
our first plenary session, the Hon. R ajkum ari A m rit K aur, C hairm an of this Conference, pu t an  end to the discus
sion on this issue and the Conference started its work. I cannot understand w hat o ther purpose there can be 
in putting  this question again to  the Conference if  it is not prestige. H ere a t this Conference, we have been 
called upon by outstanding leaders of Ind ia  to discuss and concentrate m ore on problems th a t can unite us and  
no t on the problems tha t can split our movement. Does the Am erican delegation follow th is advice? I  do 
not think th a t this is the case.

Now, I  would like to make a few comments regarding the resolutions subm itted to us. I  do not think tha t 
any one of these resolutions can once and for all decide the question as to whom, when and in  w hat capacity we 
should invite people to our Conference. T he developm ent of the events of life create such conditions th a t 
very often m any cases should be regarded separately and  the Standing Commission is called upon to examine, 
if  the necessity arises, each case separately.

I  would like to draw  your attention  to one more point. I t  is not clear to me, as to us in the Soviet dele
gation, why we are discussing here problems tha t are not included in the agenda of the Conference. M ay be,
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M r. C hairm an, you will explain to me to  which point on the agenda these questions refer. I t  seems to me th a t 
we do not have any right to include in the agenda of the Conference a  new point, following the desire o f a  delega
tion, w ithout asking w hether the Conference considers it advisable to discuss this problem  or not. T he usual 
practice shows th a t a t such a Conference the additional points of the agenda are discussed a t the end of the 
Conference. But since we have already started discussing this problem , and  since m any delegations have 
expressed their opinion before me, I  would like to express the opinion of the Soviet delegation. I would like 
to say th a t we wholeheartedly support the proposal m ade by the Polish delegation—the proposal tha t all 
resolutions should be transm itted for the consideration of the Standing Commission. In  m aking this proposal, 
we proceed from the belief th a t the Standing Commission will consider these problems and will adopt a  position 
th a t will be in  full conformity w ith our R ed Cross principles and  ideals. I would like to ask, M r. Chairm an, 
th a t this proposal be p u t to vote so th a t in this R ed Cross Conference will again trium ph the spirit of the 
R ed  Cross and  the spirit of m utual understanding and  co-operation.

H .E . M r . R O D R IG U E Z  JIM E N E Z  (Venezuela, Governm ent ) (original Spanish)— M r. Chairm an, 
Ladies and  G entlem en : I  am  intervening in this discussion in  order to state th a t the delegation of the Venezuelan 
G overnm ent and the delegation of the Venezuelan R ed Cross will support the draft resolution subm itted to this 
m eeting by the delegation of the U nited States Government.

D uring the plenary m eeting held on the m orning of O ctober 29 last, I  unsuccessfully subm itted a w ritten 
request to the C hairm an for an  opportunity to  speak, in  order to express m y views concerning the way in 
which invitations should be sent out. I wanted to say th a t this should be governed solely by the im partial R ed 
Cross spirit, in conformity w ith the standards of dignity and  respect and  w ithout regard to any political considera
tions, as the C hairm an of the Standing Commission has already pointed out and  m aintained so 
successfully.

Today this question has again come up for discussion, and  after thanking the C hairm an for giving me 
the floor, I should like to state th a t in m y opinion this is an  urgent m atter which calls for im m ediate solution. 
I t  would not be appropriate to postpone it for future invitations, for this is something which affects the dignity 
an d  respect of those who are invited and  it therefore requires prom pt attention by this assembly.

I  have strict orders from m y Governm ent to support any action in  this sense, th a t is to say th a t we should 
ac t in  accordance w ith the spirit of the R ed Cross and set aside any considerations w hich are not w ithin its purview. 
I  shall therefore vote in  favour of the draft resolution now before us (document P/14 as am ended by docum ent 
P/22) w hich was subm itted by the delegation of the U nited States Government, to the effect th a t all parties 
invited to attend the Conference be addressed according to their own official titles. T he delegate of the 
Venezuelan R ed Cross, D r. E duardo Carbonel, who is in  this hall, has authorized me to state th a t the Vene
zuelan R ed  Cross supports the opinion o f the Venezuelan G overnm ent and  will also vote in  favour of the draft 
resolution subm itted by the U nited  States of America.

In  conclusion, M r. Chairm an, in  the light of the noble, lofty, and, above all, im partial principles of the 
R ed  Cross which m y country has always supported and  defended, Venezuela considers th a t the form of address 
used in  inviting China to this X lX th  International R ed Cross Conference should be am ended so as to give that 
country its correct title—the R epublic of China.

T h an  you, M r. Chairm an.

H .E . A m b a s s a d o r  SC IL IN G O  (Argentina, G overnm ent)— M r. Chairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en: I f  
the thesis of the Ind ian  delegate were right in  the sense th a t this Conference is concerned w ith the political status 
of the parties to this Conference, surely the m atter should have been dealt w ith before the invitations were issued, 
no t now. I  hold th a t this Conference is not called upon to decide which of the divided countries is a  party  to 
the Geneva Agreements. Obviously, th a t was the assumption of the Standing Commission and  of the Con
ference in  issuing the invitation; otherwise we would never have here two Germanys, two Koreas, two Viet-Nams, 
besides two Chinas. T he question arose because in  the other cases the parties were addressed according 
to  their own official titles, bu t not so the Republic of China. We do not confer sovereignty here, nor do we grant 
recognitions. T h e  Republic of China is ju st as entitled to be addressed as such as the other parties I  have 
m entioned here. T he Statutes or the Rules of Procedure were not invoked in the other cases. W hy, then, in 
this one ?

Coming to the Am erican resolution, there is nothing partisan, sectarian or political in  it, nor in the words 
o f the Am erican delegation in  putting  it forward. I f  we pass it, we neither change anything nor do we fail to 
conform to precedents. Therefore, the Argentine delegation, on tha t understanding, will support the American 
resolution.
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S h r i  K A R M A R K A R  (India, G overnm ent)— M r. C hairm an: I am  grateful to you for giving me this 
opportunity, because earlier I  addressed myself simply on w hat you m ight call the legalistic aspect o f the 
question w hen I  raised a point of order. Now, w ith your permission, I  would like to state in brief the views of 
th e  Governm ent of Ind ia  on the present proposals before you.

W e have received several proposals, obviously arising out of the question of Chinese representation to 
the R ed Cross Conference, and  we think it is necessary to make our general position clear, as also to indicate 
our a ttitude towards the various proposals.

We understand th a t on the initiative of the Standing Commission invitations were issued on hum anitarian  
grounds to the People’s Republic of China and to Formosa. T he R ed Cross is essentially a  hum anitarian  
organization, and  we agree tha t politics should be excluded from it. A t the same tim e, we cannot accept a  
position in which, as in the case of China, invitations in identical terms can be sent to two different addresses. 
In  our view the People’s Republic of China is the only Governm ent of China and, therefore, we cannot accept 
any invitation being issued to Formosa either direct or indirect.

Now, turning to the resolutions before us, both the Swiss and  Am erican resolutions would have been 
acceptable to us in the norm al way. However, we have to read these resolutions in  the context of events and  
circumstances. I t  seems to us tha t the intention of the U nited  States resolution is to invite the Form osan 
authorities im m ediately as the Governm ent of the Republic of China. This, for reasons already m entioned, we 
cannot accept. Therefore, we shall vote against this resolution.

P art of the Swiss resolution, th a t is paragraph 2, is acceptable to us. But, since the effect of paragraphs 
1 and 3 would be to accept the invitation to the Formosan authorities, we have to  vote against these two paragraphs. 
If, however, the resolution is pu t to the vote as a whole—we would suggest th a t it should be voted separately 
paragraph by paragraph-w e shall abstain.

T he Swedish resolution merely remits the problem  to the Standing Commission and  since this is the 
norm al m achinery for deciding these issues, we shall support it. In  fact, we would have liked all those proposals 
to be referred back to the Standing Commission. If, however, there is to be a voting on each separately, we shall, 
consistently w ith our attitude towards the problems, support the Chinese resolution.

We are, as I have said before, entirely opposed to the Formosan authorities being represented in  this or in 
other international conferences. T hank  you very much.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)—Mrs. Barry wishes to speak. Now, I  rem ind delegates th a t I think 
perhaps this is a m atter which has been pretty  well exhausted. I think th a t everything th a t can be said has 
been said. We w ant to get on w ith other business of the Conference, and if you are going to indulge in  repetitions 
and have nothing very new to add, I suggest th a t you refrain from asking for the floor.

M r s . BARRY (Ireland, R ed Cross)—M r. Chairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en : I  do not m ean to take up 
m uch of your time. In  Toronto, when this m atter came before the Conference, under the chairm anship of the 
distinguished person who is also the Chairm an now, I  was the delegate who asked how each group under discus
sion was affiliated—under w hat nom enclature they were addressed. A t tha t m eeting it  was ceded th a t the two 
names were the Republic of China and the People’s R epublic of China. I  have w ith me, more by accident than  
by design, the official printed list of delegates and  the names of Governments and N ational Societies present a t 
the X V III th  Conference, which was issued later. In  it, one finds the following names recorded : T he Chinese 
Republic. There were five members from the G overnm ent of the Chinese Republic, and  two from the R ed 
Cross as observers. From  the People’s Republic of China, there were seven delegates from the Governm ent 
and nine from the R ed Cross. W hat has altered the situation agreed upon a t T oronto? Has an  official 
decision been m ade to alter the nom enclature agreed upon a t Toronto? I should like to be informed of that. 
For orderly organization, and  until such time as the decision of the Toronto Conference is rescinded by an  
In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross, I  m ust stand on the Toronto decision and  so m ust support the resolu
tion of the U nited States of America, as I believe the resolution arises out of this alteration of the nom enclature 
in an  unorthodox m anner, w hich were it done for other groups and  parties in  the same m anner, would lead 
to  chaos. I think the U nited  States resolution has nothing in  the nature of partisanship or political motions.

H .E . M r . FR A N C O IS-PO N C E T  (France, R ed Cross) (original French)—M r. Chairm an, Ladies and  
Gentlem en: I  would like first to express the hope tha t most of you agree w ith me in  thinking th a t this question 
of China has already taken up too m uch of our time. W e would have spent less time over it if  political passions 
h ad  not turned it in to  an  unnecessarily spectacular issue. We w ant to have nothing to do w ith political 
passions, for they are a grave menace to the unity and  universality which are an  essential feature of the In te r
national R ed Cross.
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In  accordance w ith the traditions of the R ed Cross and  its Statutes and  Rules of Procedure, it was certainly 
essential to invite the governments of w hat I am  compelled to call the two Chinas—the Governm ent of Peking 
an d  the G overnm ent of Formosa. W hy was this necessary? Because, contrary to w hat an  earlier speaker 
asserted here, the Governm ent of Formosa is a  signatory of the Geneva Conventions and  it exercises de facto  
au thority  over a certain territory. T he G overnm ent of the People’s Republic o f China also exercises de facto  
authority  over a  given territory and  has signed the Geneva Conventions. Ladies and Gentlemen, if  you refer 
back to the rules of the R ed Cross, to the articles which have already been mentioned, and  the discussions a t the 
T oronto  Conference, which are being repeated today—if you refer back to those discussions and  the conclusions 
reached then, there is no doubt a t all th a t it would have been impossible not to invite the two governm ents; in 
o u r position, everyone would have followed the same course, and  if  instead of being invited to New Delhi by the 
Ind ian  R ed Cross we had  been invited to Moscow by the Soviet R ed Cross, then the Soviet R ed  Cross would 
also have been obliged by the rules to invite the Governm ent of Peking and th a t of Formosa. W hat would 
have happened if  they had  not done so? Certain governments which take the side of the Governm ent of 
Form osa would have refused the invitation; a great m any m embers of the In ternational R ed Cross would have 
been absent from the Conference, and the Conference would have been a failure. In  order th a t th a t should 
n o t happen  here, we therefore invited the two governments. As regards the form in w hich the invitation 
was sent, the speakers who have preceded me on this rostrum  have forgotten one th ing  : the Rules of Procedure 
for the In ternational R ed Cross Conference make no reference to the form in which governments m ust be 
invited. Governments are to be invited if  they have signed the Geneva Conventions and exercise de facto  
authority ; it is not for us to examine the legitimacy of th a t authority. But nothing is said as to the m anner in  
w hich the invitation is to be draw n up. T he Standing Commission was therefore free to address governments 
as it wished. I t  decided to use the title “  Governm ent of Formosa ” because tha t seemed more explicit: in 
the first place the term  “  G overnm ent of Formosa ”  indicates clearly th a t it refers only to the Governm ent 
w hich exercises de facto  authority  over the island of Formosa, and, secondly, confusion can easily arise between 
■“  People’s R epublic of China ” and  “ R epublic of China ” .

W e therefore used the term  “  Governm ent of Formosa ” because, I  repeat, we were absolutely free under 
the Statutes to use the wording which we thought fit. M oreover, we did so because, as has already been said by 
o ther speakers as well as by myself, the R ed Cross is not a jurid ical or political authority; the titles which it uses 
canno t be considered as establishing authenticity  or jurisprudence. In  Toronto, we spoke all the time of 
“  G overnm ent of Formosa ” as you can see for yourselves from the record of the discussions there. For greater 
clarity  of speech and  in o rder to avoid confusion, it is easier to say “  G overnm ent of Formosa ” ju st as it is easier 
to  say “  G overnm ent of Peking ” , This merely achieves greater clarity of speech and avoids confusion for those 
listening. I t  so happens th a t this tim e the Governm ent of Formosa considered itself insulted because it had not 
been referred to as the G overnm ent of the R epublic of China. I t  so happens th a t more than  ten  governments 
have supported th a t view and  have severely criticized me because the Governm ent of the Republic of China 
was not addressed by its official title. W e were therefore, faced with a danger similar to th a t to which I  referred 
earlier— th a t a t the beginning of the Conference a t least ten governments would make protests im plying th a t if 
the G overnm ent of the Republic of China was not invited under its official title, they would leave the Conference 
or would not be sure of being able to stay there.

In  those circumstances, in the interests of the R ed Cross of which I am  one of the guardians, and in  the 
interests of this Conference, in  order to prevent it from being wrecked before it had  even got under way, I consi
dered th a t it was necessary and  th a t it was m y duty  to open the door which the'G overnm ent of Formosa itself 
h ad  closed and so the door was opened again, the governments did not make protests, and the Conference has 
taken place. A t the present juncture , it has completed the greater p a rt of its work, and  the risks are no longer 
the same as they were a t the beginning. T h a t is w hy I  do not regret having acted as I  did, even if m any of 
you have not understood m y real reasons for doing so.

Now this door which has been unlocked is open; anyone who wishes to pass through it is free to do so and 
his presence (or in any case the fact th a t the door is no longer closed to him) seems to be no problem. T he 
discussion is over, we have exhausted the subject. O f  course, the fact th a t a  delegate of the G overnm ent of the 
R epublic of China m ay be present in  no way implies th a t th a t Governm ent is recognized by the others, just as 
the presence of delegates of the G erm an D em ocratic Republic does not imply tha t tha t G overnm ent is recog
nized by the G overnm ent o f  the Federal Republic of Germ any. O n  the contrary, the fact th a t these two govern
m ents which do not recognize each other have delegations sitting side by side a t this Conference constitutes 
proof for those who have not yet understood w hat the R ed Cross is, and  proves th a t the honour and  the greatness 
o f the R ed  Cross lie precisely in the fact th a t countries which do not recognize each other and  which strive under 
the R ed Cross banner can sit down beside each other, can respect each other and work together. T h a t is w hat 
we m ust preserve, for tha t is the privilege of our organization. No other organization in the world can boast
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of associating in  the same spirit of m utual assistance, m utual esteem and  co-operation countries w hich else
w here are a t odds. We m ust do everything possible to save the honour of our organization and  th a t is why we 
are determ ined to continue our endeavours and  the services which we have been able to render it in  the past.

W e have a  num ber of draft resolutions before us. Perhaps you would like to know w hat I  th ink of them . 
Well, you naturally  do not except me to recom m end the draft subm itted by the Chinese People’s Republic. I  
th ink th a t our Chinese colleagues are mistaken, and  despite their argum ents I  consider th a t our interpretation 
o f the traditions of the R ed Cross and  its Statutes as reaffirmed a t Toronto, are valid un til such tim e as they a re  
modified or am ended. According to the present texts, however, there is no doubt a t all, and  I  therefore believe 
th a t the Chinese resolution should be rejected. T here are three other resolutions : th a t presented by Sweden, 
w hich I m ust confess to finding ra ther too cut and  dried, since it merely refers the whole m atter back to the body 
in  w hich it  originated; the U nited  States resolution, which is no t unacceptable, bu t I  m ust adm it th a t I  find 
the th ird , the Swiss text, by far the best, because it is more general, m ore complete, and it  covers all the aspects—  
past, present and  future— of this problem  and contains nothing to  w hich anyone could take exception.

In  any case, Ladies and  Gentlem en, I  think th a t we m ust not allow this discussion to drag  on any  further 
and  above all we m ust not perm it the destruction of the m agnificent harm ony w hich has established itself here 
and  which would be a w orthy conclusion for the work of this X lX th  Conference.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)— I still have requests by a  few delegates for the  floor. But I  hope they 
will reflect overnight and  realise th a t everything th a t can be said on this subject has already been said and  possibly 
w ithdraw  their requests to speak. I would like to get on w ith the voting as soon as we reconvene a t 10.00 in  the  
m orning. In  the m eantim e, we adjourn.
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FOURTH PLENARY MEETING 

November 6, 1957

SU M M A R Y  :— c o n t in u a t i o n  o f  d is c u s s io n  o n  d r a f t  r e s o l u t io n s  a n d  t h e i r  a d m is s ib il it y — o r d e r  i n  w h i c h

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS TO BE PU T TO TH E VOTE— APPROVAL OF PROCEDURE PROPOSED BY CHAIRMAN----

ADMISSIBILITY OF DRAFT SUBMITTED BY SWISS GOVERNMENT DELEGATION— APPROVAL OF CHAIRMAN’S RULING

ON THIS POINT— ADOPTION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY SWISS GOVERNMENT DELEGATION— REJEC

TION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY SWEDISH RED CROSS DELEGATION— SCOPE AND ADMISSIBILITY OF DRAFT

RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DELEGATION.

The meeting was called to order at 10.00 a.m. by M r. J .  A . MacAulay.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)— I have received requests from more and  more people who w ant to speak. 
But, as I  said to the delegates last evening, perhaps everything th a t could be said about this m atter had  been 
said and  I  would ask any  of the persons who in tend to speak, if they feel the m aterial is not entirely new, tha t 
they  m ay refrain from speaking in  order to save the tim e of the Conference. I  have a  m otion for closure 
before m e th a t we will have no m ore speakers after the following list: Czechoslovakia, El Salvador, Republic 
o f  K orea, Philippines, U .S .S .R ., Dem ocratic R epublic of K orea, the President of the R um anian R ed Cross and  
also the C hairm an of the Conference. I  have the names of eight speakers. I  will take up the motion for closure 
w hen those speakers have spoken. T he last nam e in  m y list is th a t o f the C hairm an of the Conference, R ajkum ari 
A m rit K aur. I will now call on the delegate from Czechoslovakia.

D r . J .  C EC H  (Czechoslovakia, Government) (original French)— M r. C hairm an: D uring the discussion 
yesterday concerning the draft resolutions subm itted by the delegations of the U nited States, the Swiss Govern
m ent, the G overnm ent of the People’s R epublic of China and  the Chinese R ed  Cross, and  the m otion presented 
by  the delegation of the Swedish R ed Cross, we heard a  num ber of assertions w hich require some clarification.

I t  appears from the text of the resolutions th a t the principal issue before us is the participation by delegations 
o f  N ational R ed  Cross Societies and delegations of States in  In ternational R ed  Cross Conferences; this question 
is clearly settled by Article I of the Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross, w hich lays down tha t as regards States, 
the  In ternational Conference shall be composed of delegations of the States parties to the Geneva Conventions. 
Now, the Geneva Conventions have been ratified by the People’s R epublic of China which, as a  result of tha t 
ratification, is legally a  party  to the Conventions—a m em ber State. A  State becomes a  party  when it  ratifies 
a  treaty, not merely by virtue of signature.

As a Society established on the territory of an  independent State where the Geneva Convention relative 
to  the w ounded and  sick is in  force, the N ational R ed  Cross Society of the People’s Republic of C hina is an  
im portan t m em ber of the League and  its executive bodies. In  the In ternational R ed  Cross, it has m ade an  active 
contribution towards strengthening in ternational fellowship. A t the same time, it has performed a  praise
w orthy task in  the vast territory of one of the largest States in the world. T he contribution of the R ed Cross of 
the People’s R epublic of China to the work of the R ed Cross is indisputable. For these reasons, the delegation 
o f  the People’s Republic of China rightly takes the view th a t the province of Taiw an, which is part and parcel 
o f  the territory of the Republic of C hina, cannot m eet the requirem ents laid down by the Statutes.

M r. C hairm an, the draft resolutions subm itted to the X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross 
by  the delegations of the U nited  States and of the  Swiss Governm ent are not in  conformity w ith the Statutes of 
the  In ternational R ed Cross. T he purpose of the draft resolution presented by $ie delegation of the U nited 
States of Am erica is in  fact incom patible w ith the principles of the R ed Cross and  in  particular w ith Article I I , 
paragraph  5 of the Statutes. T he two draft resolutions constitute am endm ents to the Statutes and  are therefore 
inconsistent w ith the Statutes and  in  particu lar w ith Article X II I .  T h a t Article states : “ T he Rules of 
Procedure of the In ternational Conference shall be adopted in  conformity w ith the present Statutes, by a  two- 
thirds m ajority o f the m embers of the Conference present and  voting and  after the views of the International 
Com m ittee and  the League have been ascertained. T he Conference, following the same procedure, m ay am end 
the present Statutes. Any proposal to revise the S tatutes must, however, be placed on the agenda and  its text 
sent to  the N ational Societies, to the International Committee and  to the League a t least six m onths in  advance ” .

M r. C hairm an, none of these conditions has been fulfilled and I therefore ask whether it is in  order to 
p u t to the vote proposals w hich could actually im ply a  flagrant violation of the Statutes a t present in  force. 
W e m ust have a  clear answer to th a t question. Is it possible to take decisions which m ay later be considered as 
nu ll and void ? T he Czechoslovak delegation considers th a t such a procedure would jeopardize the accomplish
m en t of the basic hum anitarian  tasks of the R ed Cross.
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M r. Chairm an, it is clear from the discussion th a t the questions a t stake are such th a t they cannot be dealt 
w ith in any sweeping m anner. In  view of the work to be done a t this Conference, I should like to raise a point o f  
order regarding procedure. In  order to facilitate the work of the Conference during its final stages, the Polish 
delegation has subm itted a m otion on procedure relating to the Swedish proposal, which is seconded by the 
Czechoslovak delegation and, being a question of procedure, should be decided upon before any other m atter. 
T he Czechoslovak delegation therefore proposes th a t all the o ther draft resolutions be referred, w ithout a  vote 
being taken on them , to the S tanding Commission of the International R ed Cross for consideration.

T hank  you, M r. Chairm an.

M r . M acAULAY  (Chairm an)—T he first point raised is th a t we begin discussion of Justice Sandstrom ’s 
resolution. M y view is th a t we should deal w ith it and  the point of order a t the same time. I cannot agree 
to the suggestion now m ade about Justice Sandstrom ’s resolution.

M r . DYM AS FU N ES H A R TM A N N  (El Salvador, G overnm ent and R ed Cross) (original Spanish)—  
M r. Chairm an, Ladies and Gentlem en : T he delegation of the U nited  States Governm ent has presented a  d ra ft
resolution which states: “ T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross resolves, in  accordance
w ith the traditional principles of the R ed Cross, th a t it is the sense of the Conference th a t all governments invited 
to  attend the Conference be addressed according to their own official titles ” .

W e have listened for a  whole afternoon to remarks completely unrelated to the U nited  States proposal. 
This forum, in  which we should respect the spirit of a  great m an, H enry  D unant, who from being a  citizen o f 
Switzerland became a citizen of the world, has been used for the discussion of m atters which are completely alien 
to  the interests of the R ed Cross. T he question of the recognition of governments has been discussed, and such 
a  m atter has absolutely nothing to do with our noble and  magnificent organization.

T he delegate of the Ind ian  G overnm ent has spoken twice on the subject of the recognition of governments 
and  in his second statem ent, yesterday afternoon, he said clearly th a t he could not recognize the G overnm ent 
of Formosa. T he Polish delegate gave us a lecture on treaties and conferences in which the existence of countries 
w ith similar names which are present a t this Conference was recognized. T he purpose of-his statem ent was 
to  consider the question of recognition of certain governments, bu t this m atter is completely out of order. I t  
has been said and repeated tha t to accept the proposal subm itted by the delegation of the U nited States Govern
m ent would be a violation of the Statutes of the International R ed Cross. In  all tru th , I cannot see where the 
violation would lie, because the proposal of the U nited States says th a t A l l  G o v e r n m e n t s  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  

t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  s h o u l d  b e  a d d r e s s e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  o w n  o f f i c i a l  t i t l e s . I t  is not suggested tha t we 
should invite this or tha t country or this or th a t organization; the draft resolution says th a t i n  i n v i t i n g  a  

c o u n t r y  w h i c h  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e  i n v i t e d , we should use the nam e which th a t country has chosen to  
designate itself.

Ambassador Francois-Poncet is a person for whom I have the utm ost adm iration and  respect, so m uch 
th a t I consider even a greeting from him  as a trem endous honour. U nfortunately, I cannot agree w ith w hat 
he said yesterday—th a t he has the righ t to address a governm ent by w hatever nam e he m ay think fit. N o, 
G e n t l e m e n , we cannot recognize such a right, ju st as I have no right to address him  as General instead o f 
Ambassador, merely because I  m ight think tha t the title of General is a greater honour or a higher distinction 
than  the title of Ambassador.

Rights are not something to which we can help ourselves; rights are something th a t we acquire or which 
are granted to us. T he close friends of Ambassador Francois-Poncet probably address him  as “ m on cher 
Francois ” bu t they are persons who have been given the right to address him  in th a t m anner. I t  would be 
im proper for me to take the liberty of addressing him  in th a t way. W hen a t the first meeting of the M edico- 
Social Commission the Philippines delegation asked tha t th a t country should be referred to by its proper nam e—  
the Philippines— and not as the Philippines Islands, as had  been done, this was im m ediately agreed to, for no  
one can deprive a country of the right to insist th a t it be referred to by its proper nam e. There have been other 
sim ilar instances, and this very m orning I  heard the C hairm an of this m eeting refer to the D e m o c r a t ic  P e o p l e ’s 

R e p u b l i c  o f  K o r e a  by its full nam e, although it is ra ther long; it is correct to do so, for the proper names o f 
countries m ust be respected and n o  o n e , a b s o l u t e l y  n o  o n e  has the right to change or om it one of the words 
which comprise the title by which a country calls itself. N o, G e n t l e m e n , w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h a t  r i g h t . N o w , 

Ambassador Francois-Poncet raised another very interesting point: he said yesterday th a t the R epublic o f 
Formosa had been invited because it was a signatory of the Geneva Conventions. I am  sorry, M r. Ambassador, 
b u t t h e r e  is  n o  R e p u b l i c  o f  F o r m o s a  w h i c h  is  a  s i g n a t o r y  o f  t h e  G e n e v a  C o n v e n t i o n s . T here are two 
countries bearing the nam e of China, bu t w ith a different title of R epublic; both have signed the Geneva Conven
tions, and both are fully entitled to be invited to send delegates to this Conference. D uring the first plenary
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m eeting of this Conference, we applauded Ambassador Francois-Poncet warm ly when he said in his report tha t 
he had  invited the Republic of Formosa and we accepted th a t this Republic, which had  been addressed by an  
incorrect title, was fully entitled to send delegates to this Conference. And now, Gentlemen, a  few days later, 
a  series of speakers have come forward to discuss the question of w hether or no t th a t country has a  legal right to 
be invited. Frankly, I  fail to understand how we can accept the discussion of m atters whch are purely political 
in  the atm osphere of the R ed Cross. This is a deplorable waste of time w hich we could devote to m atters w orthy 
o f our organization and which help to give it the necessary prestige, popularity and strength to carry out our mis
sion. I  do not w ant to take up your time, nor to take advantage of your patience in listening to me, bu t I must 
m ention the tremendous economic sacrifice which m y presence a t this Conference has m eant for the N ational 
R ed  Cross Society of El Salvador and  for me personally, and also the risks involved in an  air journey lasting more 
than  one hundred hours to come here and discuss m atters which have absolutely nothing to do with this institution.

I  should like to appeal to the conscience of all of us to reflect calmly for a m om ent and  to realise th a t 
the draft resolution of the U nited  States is no political m atter, bu t simply a motion of order intended to ensure 
th a t the elem entary rules of conduct or protocol are respected in  inviting Governments by using the official 
title by which they are known.

I believe th a t this discussion has been excessively prolonged, and if the Standing Commission and
Am bassador Francois-Poncet had  borne in m ind the spirit in which the Vice-President of Ind ia  spoke yesterday
afternoon, all this discussion could have been avoided.

T he V ice-President of Ind ia  showed us by his statem ent tha t R ajkum ari A m rit K aur spoke the tru th  
when she told us th a t she was presenting to us not only a m an who fills an  im portant office, not only a m an who 
is known the world over for his career and his knowledge of philosophy, but a wise m an, and this wise m an said 
to us “ W e do not consider tha t anyone is infallible, because we do no t consider ourselves as infallible ” . I f  
the Standing Commission had  taken those words into account when this question cam e up during the first plenary 
meeting, they would have said: “ Yes, Gentlem en, we have m ade a  mistake and we shall correct it We 
should have been able to address ourselves to developing the proper activities of the R ed Cross instead of getting 
involved in  a discussion which, I am  sorry to say, h a s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e . 

T h e delegation of El Salvador, both Governm ent and R ed Cross, therefore, supports the resolution presented by 
the U nited States of Am erica, because i t  c o n s id e r s  t h a t  it s  c o n t e n t  is  i n  n o  w a y  p o l i t i c a l  b u t  t h a t  i t  r e f e r s

PURELY AND SIMPLY, AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID AND AS I REPEA T, TO TH E ELEMENTARY RULES OF CONDUCT AND 

PROTOCOL.

T hank  you, M r. C hairm an.

M r. M acAULAY (C hairm an)— Every delegate who comes to the rostrum  to speak says th a t we should not 
take up the time of the Conference w ith this m atter, bu t I w ant to rem ind you th a t it is the persons who ask to 
speak who are taking up  the time, it is not the Chairm an.

T he delegate from the R epublic of Korea.

M r . H O  O N  K IM  (Republic of K orea, G overnm ent)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and  Gentlem en : Please 
allow m e to  tell you a little story, because I find that, since yesterday afternoon, instead of our hearts getting 
w arm er, our heads, which should be cooler, have become very hot.

A m an tried to draw  a nice-looking tiger on white paper. W hen he started he had  a very good idea of the 
tiger, bu t after several hours of his draw ing he found th a t the figure looked like a little puppy dog instead of a 
tiger. W hen we deal w ith the wonderful principle which the R ed Cross has avowed from the beginning and  has 
been following for such a long time up to date, and  try  to change into something else here or misuse it for some 
other purpose, I  am  sure there is something wrong in it. T he  principle cannot be changed.

A t the beginning of this Conference the C hairm an and everybody else said tha t the principle of the Red 
Cross is no t to deal w ith political problems. T h a t was the first principle laid down.

T he second principle of the R ed Cross is tha t it will deal w ith hum anity. Now we have to define hum anity 
very clearly. T here are some people in the world using it in  some other sense, bu t my understanding is tha t 
by  hum anity we include all hum an beings. W e deal w ith hum an beings and  the m oral relationships between 
them . T h a t is w hat hum anity  is. But from yesterday speakers have been talking about the principles of the 
U nited  Nations and  the recognition of Governments, talking of the difference between the People’s Republic of 
C hina and Formosa and  so on.

A previous speaker has already stated tha t we are not coming here to explain how the People’s Republic 
of China feels about Formosa. W e are not going to deal with that. I f  we are going to deal w ith it, this will 
no t be a R ed Cross Conference, bu t either the U nited  Nations or any other place. I f  you do not stick to the
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original principle, you will not draw  a  tiger, bu t you will draw  a puppy dog. W e w ant to see th a t this C on
ference succeeds in such a  wonderful country as India, where M ahatm a G andhi worked all his life for hum anity, 
b u t still we forget the place where we are. Therefore, as we know the principle of the R ed  Cross is non-political, 
let the speakers hereafter no t discuss political questions.

Now, let me ask you w hat change has taken place since the Toronto Conference of 1952 up to this tim e. 
According to our understanding, and according to the speaker from Ireland yesterday, we do not see any change 
since then. I f  you have not changed any principle, then the person or the organization w hich sent the invitation 
by the nam e of the Republic of Formosa, or w hatever it was, violated the principle of the R ed  Cross. T h a t 
has got to be modified or changed. W e are not going to allow it; ju st because it is somebody’s mistake, we are  
no t going to change our principles. Y our forefathers and  m y forefathers worked for hundreds and hundreds o f  
years to achieve the principle of hum anity which is th a t o f freedom of m ankind, individual and  national freedom, 
freedom for all men. I f  we do not keep those principles, we m ay not be seen in this world any more. Therefore, 
let us stick to our principles.

In  conclusion I wish to say th a t as we understand it, the resolution subm itted by the U nited  States yesterday 
is nothing except sticking to the principle w hich we had earlier laid down. W e know th a t in this world there are  
some people who pu t down agreements, principles and resolutions on paper and  the next day change them  into 
something else. T h a t is the whole trouble w ith this w orld. Therefore, once we lay down a principle, let us 
stick to it. T h a t is why our delegation supports the resolution of the U nited  States, and  it is only by sticking to  
our principles th a t we can see this Conference succeed.

M r . M acAULAY  (Chairm an)— I suggest to the last speaker and to subsequent speakers th a t I would 
prefer if  they refrain from casting any aspersions on the host Society.

T he next speaker is the Indonesian delegate.

H .E . M r . ABDUL K A D IR  (Indonesia, Governm ent)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and  Gentlem en : I  have 
listened w ith great interest to the different views expounded by several distinguished delegates in the m atter 
o f “ two Chinas ” , before this dignified gathering. T here  are four resolutions before us. O f these resolutions, 
the Swedish resolution stands on a footing completely different from, and  furthest from the rest in th a t it proposes 
to  rem it the U nited States resolution for future consideration, and, if  com bined w ith the Polish suggestion all the  
other proposals, for consideration by the Standing Commission. I f  th a t is passed there would be no need to pu t 
the others to the vote. I f  th a t fails, the others m ay be voted upon. M y delegation, therefore, proposes th a t 
the Swedish resolution be voted on first.

T hank  you.

M r . LY U  K l C H O O N  (Democratic People’s R epublic of K orea, Governm ent)—M r. Chairm an, 
fellow-delegates : T he present Conference is proceeding w ith its work on the basis of the spirit of the Statutes 
of the R ed Cross and  hum anitarianism . T he Governm ent and  the R ed Cross delegations of the D em ocratic 
People’s R epublic of K orea support the proposals m ade yesterday by the Polish delegate, and  will vote for the 
Swedish resolution proposing not to deal w ith the question under discussion a t this Conference bu t to rem it it 
to the Standing Commission for consideration there. W e hope tha t the other delegates will do the same.

T hank you.

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U.S.S.R., Governm ent and  R ed Cross)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en : 
Yesterday when the representative of the Am erican G overnm ent began his speech from the rostrum , I  and  
m any other delegates got the impression for a  m om ent th a t the Am erican delegate was going to w ithdraw  his 
resolution. His talk was after the address of the Vice-President of Ind ia , Dr. R adhakrishnan (who spoke about 
peace, about tru th  and about friendly co-operation) and his talk on this resolution was of a  political nature. In  
a  very peaceful m anner the Am erican representative spoke about such things which seemed to be acceptable 
for all of us. But words often differ from actions *.

W hy should the representative of Taiw an be allowed to sit here ? T he Am erican representative has tu rned  
our discussion into channels tha t are foreign to our Conference, because this Conference is not com petent to 
discuss who is and  who has the right to represent China. T he only purpose of this resolution is to make it 
possible for the tyrants of Taiw an to be represented a t this Conference and  to justify their presence here once 
and  for ever. This Conference is attended by legal representatives of the Chinese Republic. T hey  represent

♦Passage expunged by order of the Chairman.
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600 million of Chinese people and  T aiw an is only p art of the great Republic of China and  is only its province. 
T o  impose a  decision on us is somewhat strange.

T he representatives of the U nited States ignore the fact th a t time is changing and  events are happening 
every day and  everything in this world is undergoing changes. I t  seems to me th a t it m ay be possible in  the 
future tha t this Conference has representatives from other planets. W e see how techniques and  science are 
developing now. Yesterday, people here spoke about a bird. Yesterday, I in  m y turn , also m et a  bird. T h a t 
bird  told me th a t if  the A m erican resolution was lost, then about fourteen delegations intended to leave the 
Conference. But, I  think it is not advisable to listen to birds because it will lead the Conference astray from 
w hat it is doing and  the responsibility for this will not rest upon the birds bu t upon the authors of such resolu
tions.

W e have done seven days of fruitful work. W e found common ground and we voted unanim ously for 
resolutions th a t have very im portant meaning. W hy should our Conference fail only because the U.S.A. 
representatives w anted to see in  this Conference hall a  representative from Taiw an?

M r. C hairm an, I  quite realise the complexity of the situation th a t has been created and I  believe th a t even 
your wisdom should be given some assistance. As a representative of the Soviet Governm ent, I would like to 
give advice not to divide here China into two Chinas : China of Peking and  China of Formosa. T here was 
some declaration to this effect from this rostrum  yesterday and today. I f  we w ant our Conference to be as 
successful as it has been before, we should no t adm it th a t and I  believe th a t we should not discuss the resolu
tion subm itted to us here. I t  is not in our com petence. Such resolutions should be discussed in the U .N .O . 
W e should come to the problems th a t are included in the agenda of this Conference and should ask the 
President o f this Conference, R ajkum ari A m rit K aur, whom  we honour so greatly, to  take the Chair. M r. 
C hairm an, I  beg your pardon for giving th a t advice to you, bu t this advice comes from the representative of 
the  Soviet G overnm ent. . . .  *

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)— It  is not relevant and I  will have to strike out th a t part because it is poli
tical. Similarly, I  would like him  to be told th a t I  have to strike from the record his reference to the reason 
given for the introduction of this resolution by the U nited  States. H e m ay also be told th a t the sooner I can 
ac t on his suggestion about the Chairm anship of this Conference, the happier I  will be.

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U .S.S.R ., G overnm ent and  R ed Cross)— I  quite understand, M r. Chairm an, th a t it 
is not an  easy jo b  to preside over this meeting. M r. C hairm an, I  only took your permission to give some advice 
so th a t we should be able to pu t an  end to this discussion as soon as possible.

D r . O . BELEA (Rum ania, R ed Cross) (original French)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and G entlem en : I am  
speaking in m y capacity as President of the R um anian R ed Cross and  in  th a t capacity I  should like to present the 
views of our delegation on the draft resolutions which have been presented to us. I  do not w ant to cause any 
controversy, and  I  shall take great care not to violate your procedural ruling, M r. C hairm an; I  do not w ant to 
speak of birds, w hether large or small, even though I  live a t the same height as the jackdaw.

W e are here as representatives of the R ed Cross; we m ay have our own political views which m ay naturally  
differ, bu t tha t is not a m atter for the R ed Cross. For instance, I  personally, as a politician if  you like, consider 
th a t it is quite obvious tha t there exists only one China : the People’s Republic of C hina, which is enormous, 
an d  comprises six hundred million inhabitants, representing one quarter of the world.

T o  fail to take account of th a t situation is to close one’s eyes to reality. T h a t does not m ean th a t reality 
is changed in  any way. W hoever follows this political concept does not see this vast territory w ith its immense 
population, b u t sees only an  island which, from the historical and  geographical point of view, belongs to the 
vast territory. H e sees eggs bigger than  hen. But these are after all political concepts and one should not imagine 
th a t reality can be changed thereby.

In  the nam e of the R ed Cross, I  w ant to emphasize th a t it would be unw orthy of us to bring outside 
pressures to bear on this great International Conference of the R ed Cross. We think th a t it is time, if  we really 
w ant to  see the R ed Cross prosper and a t the same tim e see true co-operation am ong us—it is the tim e to finish 
once and  for all w ith such demonstrations, which are only intended to hinder our co-operation and create 
barriers between us.

I believe tha t those who are responsible in the field of the In ternational R ed Cross have no right to forget 
a t  any tim e tha t it is-their duty to fight constantly and  devotedly for the purity of spirit o f the R ed Cross; they 
have no right to allow themselves to be entangled in political m atters which can cause serious prejudice to the

♦Passage expunged by order of the Chairman.
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whole International R ed Cross. In  discussing the draft resolution presented by the delegation o f the U nited  
States Government, several speakers here have pointed out the flaws which underlie it. In  the opinion of ou r 
delegation, the text presented by the Swedish delegation is a wise one and  it was presented well by our em inent 
colleague Judge Sandstrom.

In  m y opinion, the essential thing in present circumstances is to defend the purity  of this Conference 
and to study carefully and thoroughly the draft resolutions presented to  us in  the light o f the discussions w hich 
have taken place.

Yesterday afternoon, the representative of Venezuela was in a  great hurry  and asked tha t the draft 
resolution presented by the U nited States delegation be approved w ithout delay. I  should like to emphasize 
tha t even if the representative of the Venezuelan R ed Cross spoke to this little bird to which the representative 
of the U nited States Governm ent delegation has referred, and  even if he had  not been influenced by innocence, 
the draft resolution presented by the U nited States delegation and the haste w ith w hich it was subm itted are 
a clear indication, to my m ind, of political considerations underlying this resolution. In  the interests o f the R ed 
Cross, I believe th a t there is no need for haste. T he delegation of the R um anian  R ed Cross therefore supports 
the draft resolution presented by the Swedish delegation and requests tha t it should be pu t to the vote first and  
w ithout delay.

T hank you, M r. Chairm an.

M r . M agAULAY (Chairm an)— I would suggest to other delegates tha t they should not take up time 
talking about birds. I think we know all about the birds now.

M r . M E L IQ U IA D E S J . GAM BOA (Philippines, Governm ent)— M r. C hairm an, fellow-delegates : 
Echoing the sentiments expressed by the Vice-President and  some of the speakers yesterday, I wish to say, a t 
the outset, th a t one of the most cherished ideals of the R ed Cross is universality. T he R ed Cross is not an  ex
clusive club, it is not a closed corporation, it is not a clannish group ; rather, the R ed Cross is an  international 
organization, a universal brotherhood, a  world fellowship. I t  is said tha t during the last world war, in a certain  
battle , a t a certain sector where soldiers from various countries were participating on one side, as the w ounded 
were being carried from the battle field to the hospital zone, it was very noticeable th a t the blood th a t was drop
ping from all the stretchers was exactly alike in all respects regardless of the race, colour or political affiliation 
of the wounded soldiers, an eloquent testimony to the oneness of the hum an race. I  am  not familiar, M r. C hair
m an, w ith the history of tha t flag behind you, bu t I for one would like to think th a t the red of tha t Cross sym
bolizes the blood relationship of all the people of the world, tha t the background represents the purity, the 
sublimity, the nobility, of the aims of the R ed Cross, and th a t the four sides of the banner portray the four 
corners of the globe, thus signifying tha t the R ed Cross embraces the totality of m ankind.

M r. Chairm an, the R ed Cross spirit transcends all political considerations and  all jurid ical technicalities. 
I t  would be incom patible w ith the spirit of the R ed Cross and  would violate its principles to deny the admission 
of the representatives of any qualified group. I t  would be particularly unfair if the group concerned belongs to  
a  duly constituted state recognized by the m ajority of the nations and  is actually a m em ber of the U nited  
N ations as well as all its specialized agencies.

M y friends, someone is knocking a t our doors on behalf of nine million people. Instead of welcoming 
them  with open arms as we should, we are engaged in an  acrimonious wrangling on technicalities. Are we 
going to disregard the interests of those millions just because there was a  difference in the style of nam es? 
Brotherly love and  mercy recognize no boundaries. And so, we of the Philippines, wish to go on record as being 
in  favour of the proposal em bodied in the draft resolution P14 as am ended by P22, to the effect th a t all parties 
invited to attend the Conference be addressed according to their own official titles, because, it seems to us tha t 
such a procedure is sound, is logical and realistic, and is in accord w ith common practice and  usage.

I ask you, Ladies and Gentlemen, to examine the placards before your Conference delegations. Is each 
one of us not designated by the appellation th a t we wish to be known by?

Finally, my friends, ours is not a political body. Therefore, we are completely unconcerned with the 
question of recognition or non-recognition of Governments or States. T he proposal before us deals only w ith 
the question of identification. Therefore, it deserves our sym pathetic consideration.

T he question resolves itself into this. I f  a m an tells you tha t his nam e is Jo h n  Short, you have simply to 
address him  as M r. Jo h n  Short. You have no right either legal, m oral or social, to call him  M r. Peter Long, 
even if  you feel tha t that nam e will suit him  better.

M r . M agAULAY (Chairm an)—T he C hairm an of the Conference, R ajkum ari Am rit K aur, would like 
to speak.
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R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (India, R ed Cross)— M r. C hairm an : I am  grateful to you for having officiated 
for me during the debate on resolutions which, in my hum ble opinion, have raised political issues which are 
completely outside the sphere of the R ed Cross organization. I am  here to place before the Conference some 
bare  facts in the m atter of the issuing of invitations to the parties eligible to attend an In ternational Conference 
an d  of which the delegates present m ay not be aware. I am  also here to make the position of the host Society 
perfectly clear in  no uncertain terms.

Never in  any of the host Society’s invitations to the territory of China known as Formosa, and  which is 
today under the control of an  au thority  other than tha t of the People’s Republic of China, has the Ind ian  R ed 
Cross Society addressed them  as the Republic of China. T he first letter to them  was issued to their Governm ent, 
T aipeh, Formosa, on M ay 22nd, 1956. They were informed of the postponem ent of the Conference on 
D ecem ber 21st, 1956, and  this letter was addressed to the  Secretary of the G overnm ent of Formosa, Foreign 
Office, Taipeh, Formosa. A t Toronto it was m ade perfectly clear to them  th a t the People’s Republic of China, 
representing the vast continent of China, were tha t country’s representatives, bu t because Form osa was not, 
in  fact, under the control of the People’s Republic of China the hum anitarian  ideals of the R ed Cross could 
no t elim inate the governing authority  of tha t part of China from w ithin its orbit although—and I  w ant the 
delegates to understand this—the In ternational R ed Cross does not recognize its R ed Cross Society, whereas 
the People’s Republic of China is a full-fledged m em ber.

T he S tanding Commission took its decision nineteen months ago and  not one word of objection came from 
any country until Jan u ary  last when we received a le tter from Taipeh (I m ay say, in all hum ility, certainly not 
worded in the spirit of the R ed Cross). I im m ediately called a meeting of the Governing Body of the Ind ian  
R ed  Cross and a reply was sent, stating in absolutely clear language tha t the position taken by the host Society 
was in accordance w ith the decision of the Standing Commission, and tha t they could come here only as the 
representatives of Formosa. No reply was received to  this letter. In  M arch 1957 they were again addressed 
by the host society in terms as designated by the Standing Commission, and were informed that the Conference 
had  been postponed to O ctober 1957. In  M ay they wrote a letter, accepting the invitation, w ithout one word 
o f protest as to  the address by which the letter had  been conveyed to them .

N aturally, the host Society went on w ith  its arrangem ents, and  you can imagine the shock it was to us 
when, on O ctober 5th, on the eve of the Conference, when all our arrangem ents were completed, we received 
a strong protest— again worded in terms of no sort or kind of courtesy to the host Society. I wish to make it 
perfectly clear tha t the host Society will be pu t in  a most embarrassing, indeed impossible, position if any resolu
tion  is passed which proposes a change in nam e as far as invitations to this Conference are concerned, a t this 
stage and now sitting, according to a designation which is not acceptable to the host Society. I m ight say quite 
frankly th a t if the m atte r had been referred to the Standing Commission 19 m onths ago, as it was the duty of any 
objecting country to  have done, and if  the S tanding Commission had thereafter seen fit to alter their decision, 
the host Society would not have accepted the position of issuing invitations to the Formosa authority  as the 
R epublic of China and the Conference could then have been held elsewhere. I  think it is most discourteous to 
the  host Society to pu t it now in a position which is wholly unacceptable to them, and  if a  decision contrary  to the 
spirit in  which the host Society issued the invitation in good faith and  straining to the utm ost their own personal 
views, the host Society cannot possibly accept this position.

T he Society of the host country, as I have said, has gone against its own inner feelings solely in order to 
m aintain  the universality of the R ed Cross. I t  can go no further. T he Standing Commission’s decision, 
according to the m ajority of its members, stands, and I hum bly subm it tha t the host Society cannot accept any 
other decision. I t  is for the Standing Commission to go back on its decision and th a t is the only position that 
the  host Society can accept.

I wish further to say th a t if it is sought to impose on the host Society a position tha t is wholly unacceptable 
to them , the host Society will not co-operate w ith the R ed Cross Conference. I  believe I am  right in saying so. 
I  once again plead w ith this Conference not to spoil the Conference tha t started on a very high note, not to go 
against the spirit of universality for which the R ed Cross stands and not to bring in G overnm ent delegations 
to  speak and  hold up the work of the R ed Cross Conference, which is a hum anitarian organization concerned 
solely and prim arily  w ith the hum anitarian  work of the R ed Cross. Governments are here solely because they 
are  signatories to the Geneva Conventions and as I  said, it is completely out of order after 19 months to raise 
in  this conference a question which is undoubtedly going to disrupt it.

I again plead in the spirit of the R ed Cross tha t the Ind ian  Society has gone against its inner feelings in 
sending an  invitation a t all to the Formosa authorities. I f  you ask me as Chairm an of th a t host Society to res
cind th a t invitation now or to accept anything now, I am  not going to do it.
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L a d y  L IM E R IC K  (U nited Kingdom , R ed Cross)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and G entlem en: In  accor
dance w ith Article 14, the U nited K ingdom  R ed Cross delegation, supported by four o ther delegations, moves 
the closure o f the debate on this item  of the agenda. O n behalf of the U nited K ingdom  R ed Cross delegation, 
I  am  moving this m otion of closure of debate on this item, because m any of us think tha t far too m uch tim e has 
already been devoted to this subject when representatives have travelled here from all over the world to discuss 
issues which are of real im portance to the R ed Cross. I do not propose to go into the merits or demerits of the 
case, because every argum ent has already been advanced. I will confine myself to the one issue, namely, the 
desirability of bringing this present discussion to a close, so th a t we can get on w ith our R ed Cross jo b  and  dispose 
o f this business in the only way which removes it most effectively and expeditiously from this Conference.

M any speeches have already been given stressing two characteristics of the R ed Cross : its universality 
and  the fact th a t it is not concerned w ith politics. I suggest here is now our occasion for giving direct proof of 
our belief in these principles. T he R ed Cross is not a political un it and  it is certainly not an  arb iter between 
nations. Therein  lies its strength and the one thing above all others which m aintains it in its present un 
assailable position. We pride ourselves on the universality of the R ed Cross ; bu t universality w ithout unity  of 
purpose is valueless. We m ay well rejoice th a t in this great gathering, some im portant difficult and contro
versial issues in the Commission have already received a unanim ous vote. I  hope we shall give further evidence 
of this unity  of purpose and prove to the world in the final phase of this Conference tha t the R ed  Cross is a  great 
unifying force. I t  is a  great unifying force because the ideals which inspire it spring from a wisdom w hich is 
indifferent to the ebb and  flow of public opinion and  the ideologies o f the m om ent. T he ideals have outlived 
those who created them  just as they will survive us. I t  is for us to ensure th a t no political dissensions weaken our 
cause and tha t the R ed Cross emerges from this Conference stronger and  more united than  ever, to carry on our 
great task throughout the world.

I t  is for this reason th a t I  beg to move the closure of the debate on this issue, so tha t we m ay proceed 
w ith the R ed Cross items on our agenda.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)—Does anyone w ant to speak against the m otion of closure ? O nly one 
person is perm itted to speak against the m otion of closure. T here is no one who wants to speak. I  will p u t 
it  to the Conference.

T he m otion is carried by 105 votes to nil. Before we approach  the m atter of the resolution, M r. Boissier, 
President of the International Committee of the R ed Cross, would like to say something. I  will not rule him  
out of order because he is not going to speak on the resolutions.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (IC R C ) (original French)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies an d  G entlem en: I t  is w ith consi
derable emotion th a t I  speak now in my capacity as President of the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed  Cross 
and  also in the nam e of the League of R ed Cross Societies, a t its express request. I have learned th a t some 
delegations intend to leave the Conference if this or th a t resolution were to be accepted or rejected. In  the 
circumstances, it is m y duty to rem ind you of certain essential principles which are the backbone of this institution :

T he institution was founded to help all those who are the victims of arm ed conflict, and  in order to have 
access to those victims, it m ust be able to co-operate w ith everyone, w hether friend or foe, in  all circumstances 
and  in all countries. T hink w hat a defeat it would be for us if, because of political considerations, some 
countries were to close their doors to us.

Ladies and  Gentlemen, the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross is often called the m other o f the 
N ational Societies. Well, a  m other will never agree to let her children be scattered and  the family dispersed. 
I  implore you to rem ain united ! W hatever your differences m ay be, unite under the banner of the R ed Gross ! 
Stay here in this meeting hall so tha t we can accomplish the tasks for w hich we are responsible not only to our 
governments or N ational Societies bu t above all to future generations. O u r In ternational H um anitarian  Law 
Commission has approved an appeal for peace. W hat authority  would we have to make this appeal to the 
world if we ourselves did not set an  example of peace here ? I should like you all to rem em ber the cry of the 
Ita lian  women who gave assistance to the wounded a t the battle of Solferino : Sono tutti fratelli.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)— We will now have a recess for ten minutes.
*  *  *

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)— We have before us four Resolutions : the Am erican Resolution, the Swiss 
Resolution, the Swedish R ed Cross Resolution and  the Resolution of the People’s Republic of China. Now 
the Am erican Resolution, the Swedish Resolution and  the Chinese Resolution deal w ith specific matters, 
whereas the Resolution of the Swiss Governm ent is of a general nature. In  m y opinion, resolutions of a  general
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natu re  are pu t before resolutions of a specific nature, and in the absence of rules the Conference can adopt its 
own procedure or, as is sometimes done, it can follow the law of the country where the Conference is being 
held.

A t the Toronto Conference in 1952 in the absence of rules we followed the law of C anada, and  I intend 
here to follow the law of India. I have consulted two or three sources and  I think M r. K arm arkar m ade the 
observation yesterday when speaking th a t resolutions of a general nature  are pu t before resolutions of a specific 
nature  under Ind ian  parliam entary procedure.

In  addition the Bureau of the Conference has decided tha t the Swiss Governm ent Resolution should be put 
to  the Conference first. Perhaps you would say tha t the Bureau of the Conference has no right to make th a t 
determ ination, bu t I  subscribe to the view expressed by the Bureau and  therefore the C hairm an rules tha t we 
vote on the Swiss' Governm ent Resolution first.

T he Swedish Resolution is really a point of order arising out o f the Am erican Resolution and  the Polish
Resolution is really an  am endm ent to the Swedish Resolution. So I propose to pu t the Swiss Resolution to the
Conference first and then I  would have to pu t the Swedish Resolution, because it arises out of a point of order; 
b u t since the Polish Resolution really constitutes an  am endm ent to the Swedish Resolution, after voting on the 
Swiss Resolution, we would vote on the Polish am endm ent or Resolution.

I  find th a t Poland wants to raise a point o f order.

H .E . D r . K A TZ-SU C H Y  (Poland, Government)-—M r. C hairm an, Ladies and G entlem en : I  wish to raise 
a  point o f order concerning the precedence of the resolutions to be voted upon. First of all let me assure you 
th a t I fully uphold the right of the Bureau of the Conference to come to decisions and subm it them  here, as well 
as your right to m ake certain rulings. I do not intend to challenge your ruling and this should not be considered 
as a  challenge to the ruling of the Chair.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)— I merely w ant to point out tha t there are certain procedural m atters which 
have been accepted a t all in ternational conferences, and to my understanding are also adopted in the host 
country, governing in ternational as well as national conferences. I propose the following order of voting.
I  suggest th a t the resolutions can be divided into three groups :

First the procedural resolutions :

second, general resolutions and

third , specific resolutions.
W ith the accepted precedents and  rules governing international conferences they should be voted in the 

m anner I have enum erated.

H .E . D r . K A TZ-SU C H Y  (Poland, G overnm ent)— I beg to subm it th a t in the opinion of m y delegation, 
the resolution which has been subm itted yesterday by Poland, and  w hich is an  am endm ent to the Swedish 
resolution, has precedence before any other resolution, because it is an am endm ent to a procedural resolution 
and  as such has priority before any other. T he Polish m otion of order would read :

“ T he Polish delegation moves tha t all proposals subm itted on this subject w ithout being 
voted be rem itted together w ith the records of the debate to the S tanding Commission for its 
consideration on occasions of future invitations ” .

Should this resolution be adopted, there is no need for any further procedure. I t  will be up to the Standing 
Commission, who have a t their disposal the records of this debate together w ith the motions which have been 
m oved, to decide on any future action. If, however, the Polish resolution should not obtain the necessary majority,
I  suggest tha t the next resolution to be voted upon should be the Swedish proposal, and  then, in accordance *
w ith  the decision of the Bureau, the general resolution of Switzerland and only if  these resolutions did not 
obtain a majority, we could proceed w ith the specific resolutions in the order of submissions, namely with the 
U .S. resolution first and then the resolution subm itted by China. This is in my opinion, M r. C hairm an, not 
only a  course which corresponds to norm al practice of international conferences, but which will also perm it the 
settlem ent of this m atter to the general satisfaction w ithout causing any delegation the necessity of taking harsh 
or unnecessary action.

M r . M acAULAY (Chairm an)— It was proposed by the C hair th a t we vote on the Swiss resolution, and 
then  the Polish resolution (which is really an  am endm ent to the Swedish resolution) then, the Swedish resolu
tion and  take them  in th a t order from that point on.
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I see the nam e plate of the U .S.S.R . being held up, bu t only one person can speak to a point o f order, 
and  I think perhaps the Polish delegate has covered the m atter. However, the C hairm an has the right to allow 
another delegate to speak, and he will allow the U .S .S .R . to speak if he wishes to do so.

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U .S.S.R ., Governm ent and R ed Cross)-M r. C hairm an: O nce more I  take the 
liberty of appealing to your wisdom. We m ust all o f us fully realise the situation of this Conference. W e feel 
th a t the Polish proposal be voted first, and this will help to lead the Conference out of the crisis. We cannot 
ignore the traditional procedure th a t is used a t national and  international conferences. O nce more I  im plore you 
to listen to the voice of wisdom, because the Conference is in  a critical situation. I ask you to pu t the point of 
order m ade by the Polish representative to the vote.

M r. M acAULAY (C hairm an)—I allowed this delegate to speak because I thought he had  some sugges
tion to make.

P r o f . M IT E R E V — I think it is a good proposal.

D r . STANBURY (Canada, R ed Cross)—M r. C hairm an, Ladies and G entlem en : I am  rising to speak 
against the point of order raised by the head of the Polish delegation and  for this reason. T he Swedish resolu
tion deals specifically w ith the Am erican resolution, and  not w ith the Swiss resolution. Therefore, it  seems 
to  us to be perfectly proper to proceed with the general resolution subm itted by the Swiss Governm ent, as the 
procedural difficulty only arises in relation to the Am erican resolution, the Swiss resolution having been specifi
cally designed for that purpose.

M r. M acAULAY (C hairm an)— In  fact, they cover different subject m atter. T he Swiss resolution deals 
with future conferences really.

(The procedure suggested by the C hairm an and tha t suggested by the Polish delegation 
were then pu t to vote.

T he proposal of the C hairm an was adopted by 68 votes, against 34 for the Polish motion.)

T he Conference has adopted the procedure recom m ended by the Chairm an by a  vote of 68 to 34.

W e now proceed to deal w ith the Swiss G overnm ent resolution.

D r . STANBURY (Canada, R ed  Cross)—M r. Chairm an, Ladies and  Gentlemen : In  the First Plenary 
Session in which the business of the Conference was discussed, M r. Paul Ruegger, formerly President o f the  
In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross and  a t present head of the Swiss G overnm ent delegation to this 
Conference, indicated th a t he would propose a resolution which would deal w ith the handling of invitations for 
future Conferences, and tha t such a resolution if  unanimously adopted would give great strength to the future 
handling of such Conferences and  would form part of the In ternational Handbook.

In  a  general discussion of the resolutions before the Conference, the distinguished leader of the Ind ian  
G overnm ent delegation and again this m orning the head of the Czechoslovak R ed Cross delegation have raised 
points of order in respect of this resolution m aintaining tha t the resolution, as originally drafted, contravened 
the Statutes of the International R ed Cross.

T he C anadian delegation has given some thought to this m atter and  has a num ber of suggested am end
m ents which would w ithout question bring the resolution w ithin the Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross. I 
have had the opportunity of discussing these proposed am endm ents w ith M r. R uegger and  he has very kindly 
suggested tha t I should present them  to the Conference, w ith his full concurrence. In  other words, the resolu
tion as now am ended would be the only resolution before the Conference and would be the resolution sponsored 
by the Swiss G overnm ent delegation. M r. Chairm an, I, therefore, read the resolution, pointing out as I go on 
where the am endm ents lie.

“ T he Conference,
H aving taken note of the invitations issued according to the Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross, 

by the Standing Commission, to Governments parties to the Geneva Conventions, to the R ed Cross 
Societies and In ternational O rganizations of the R ed Cross, as well as to other organizations ;

H aving noted also the observations m ade, a t its first meeting, on the subject of these invitations :
1. Expresses its thanks to the S tanding Commission for having decided to issue the invitations (in 

accordance with the Statutes) and in the spirit of the universality of the R ed Cross and  also
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regardless of all political considerations which may, under no circumstances, ham per the develop
m ent of the movement ;

2. Reaffirms the general principle th a t the N ational Society which offers its hospitality to an  In ter
national Conference acts in accordance w ith the Statutes in transm itting the invitations merely 
as an  interm ediary and that, therefore, all m embers m ust refrain from addressing themselves in 
this m atter to the inviting N ational Society as such;

3. Desires that, also in future, the invitations to all In ternational Conferences of the R ed Cross 
(continue to) be issued (in accordance w ith the Statutes and) in a  spirit of broad universality 
and include in the interest of H um anitarian  Law, all Governments (considered as parties to the 
Geneva Conventions) exercising authority  over territories where the Geneva Conventions are 
applicable, this regardless of w hether these Governments enjoy recognition by other signatories ;

T he Conference underlines that, in the field of the R ed Cross, the criteria of recognition custo
m ary in the intercourse between States do not apply, and  tha t consequently the decisions regarding the 
invitations to R ed Cross Conferences do not and cannot set a precedent in other fields

M r. Chairm an, His Excellency, Ambassador Francois-Poncet and the distinguished head of the Swiss 
G overnm ent delegation have pointed out m uch better than  I th a t the R ed Cross Conference is not a Diplom atic 
Conference and the ordinary criteria of recognition of States are not applicable. I f  such were the case, as has 
been pointed out m any times during these meetings, we would have nothing today in this room bu t a  Cromwellian 
R um p Parliam ent. W e m eet here as representatives of the R ed Cross W orld in a spirit of im partiality and 
universality to give aid and succour to all those in need. Let us, therefore, confine our technicalities and 
m atters of protocol to the realms of diplom acy and  the halls of the U nited Nations; and  let us re tu rn  to the basic 
R ed  Cross principles which are certainly w ithin the competence of this Conference.

M uch time has been spent on these technicalities, and, perhaps, m uch discussion has served to cloud a 
basic issue and a basic fact. T he basic fact, w hether we like it or not, w hether it is palatable in the capitals of 
some of our Nations, is th a t there are in existence today two sovereign States, irrespective of their designation 
or irrespective of the areas over w hich they exercise de facto control. T he existence of these two sovereign States, 
both  w ith arm ed forces and both in possession of an  arsenal of weapons of mass destruction which we can only 
guess, is a th rea t to the peace of the world and is a th reat to hum anity a t large. I  would, therefore, appeal to 
the Conference and, more particularly, to our friends of the Chinese delegations to give every support to the 
Swiss resolution.

There are m any trouble-spots in the world today, and  there is a large powder keg in the F ar East which 
m ight endanger the Chinese people of the m ainland and  of the island, to say nothing of hum anity as a whole. I f  
a  conflagration started in  any of these trouble-spots of the world it would not readily be extinguished. I t  is, 
therefore, im portant, tha t all sovereign States a t the very least should be bound by the Geneva Conventions and 
w hatever other hum anitarian  conventions which m ight be form ulated from time to time. We can extend this 
even further and  hope th a t under Article 3 of the First Geneva Convention of 1949 th a t the IC R C  will pro
gressively extend the beneficent provisions of the Geneva Conventions in cases of civil conflict. But it is in the 
interest of hum anity th a t all Sovereign Powers, irrespective of their sovereignty, irrespective of their designation, 
those Powers in  possession of arms and arm ed forces, should be bound by the Geneva Conventions of which the 
R ed  Cross is the guardian. I trust, therefore, th a t we can vote on this resolution as an im partial non-political 
resolution in  the best interests of the world of the R ed Cross. T hank  you.

H .E . SER R A N O  (Chile, Government) (original Spanish)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and Gentlem en : Since 
I  should like to vote in  favour of the Swiss resolution, I would like to suggest the following am endm ent : tha t 
the first paragraph  should merely express appreciation to the Standing Commission for the work it has done, 
the rest to rem ain unchanged. In  tha t form, m y delegation would support the Swiss draft resolution and we 
should like to be able to do so.

M r. M acAULAY (Chairm an)—T he U .S.S.R . delegation has a point of order and I have to hear that
first.

M r . T C H IK A L E N K O  (U .S.S.R ., R ed Cross)— M r. Chairm an, Ladies and Gentlemen : T he previous 
speaker, Dr. Stanbury, who is a good friend of mine, tried to prove here tha t the Swiss resolution is in conformity 
w ith the Statutes. I w ant to prove tha t it is not so, even after the am endm ents tha t were subm itted by 
D r. Stanbury. Article 1, paragraph (d) of the Rules of Procedure of the In ternational R ed Cross Conference 
determ ines which States have the right to be represented in the Conference, and it is different from the wording 
and  m eaning of the Swiss Governm ent resolution. T hen, I w ant to draw  the attention of the delegates to
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Article X I I I  of the Statutes which states in  w hat conditions and  how am endm ents and  changes m ay be m ade 
to the Rules o f Procedure and the Constitution. I t  has been said a  short while ago th a t am endm ents can be 
m ade only w ith a m ajority of two-thirds present and  voting. T he same Article says th a t these am endm ents 
can be realised only after the recom m endation of the In ternational Com m ittee and  the League. T hen  the 
same Article says th a t every proposal to reconsider and change the Constitution should be included in the 
Agenda, and  the text of the proposed am endm ents should be sent to N ational Societies and the International 
Committee and the League six m onths before the Conference. T he Swiss resolution makes us introduce changes 
and  am endm ents and  th a t is contrary to our constitution and  Rules of Procedure.

Yesterday, we disregarded the fact th a t the am endm ent should be directed to N ational Societies six m onths 
before it is realized. Are we to disregard th a t principle and  agree to this procedure ? Does the Conference 
agree th a t we should not w ait for the recom m endation of the International Committee and  the League ? 
Even in th a t case, the Swiss resolution should be considered to have won only after it  gets two-thirds m ajority of 
those present and  voting.

Besides, as we here are deciding a  very im portant question, a question th a t m ay have consequences for the 
future of our movement, on behalf of the Soviet R ed Cross delegation I would suggest th a t we have a  “  roll 
call vote ” .

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)— I hold tha t the resolution as it is does not constitute a  variation in  the 
Constitution or Rules of Procedure, and, therefore, I  do not agree w ith the point of order and the C hairm an rules 
otherwise. I take it th a t the last speaker wishes a “  roll call vote ”  on the resolution itself.

I  understand from the Swiss Governm ent delegate, who introduced this resolution, th a t he has agreed to  
adopt the proposed am endm ents by D r. Stanbury so th a t they become p art of the original m otion. Is th a t 
agreed ? (The Swiss delegate— “ Yes ”  !).

There were some suggestions m ade by M r. K arm arkar last evening when he was speaking. H e took 
exception to the resolution. W ith  deference to him, I  do no t agree th a t the resolution is not in proper form. But 
I  am  sure th a t he would be satisfied w ith the resolution as it comes to us now, when it says: “  in  accordance w ith 
the Statutes and  in the spirit of universality ” , and  later on th a t “  invitations be sent to Governments considered 
as parties to the Geneva Conventions Even w ithout those words the resolution is satisfactory because, if there 
is an  obligation on someone to do something there is a presum ption of law, until it is rebutted, th a t it  will be 
done according to law. However, w ith these am endm ents in, it makes it quite clear. I t  will now read : “  Ex
presses its thanks to the Standing Commission in accordance w ith the Statutes and  in the spirit of the univer
sality of the R ed Cross ” . But we have one am endm ent. T here is the am endm ent th a t has been suggested by 
the delegate from Chile which says: “  Expresses its thanks to the Standing Commission for the work it has done 
T h e  suggestion is th a t these words be substituted for the words “  having decided to issue invitations ” ,

H .E . M r . SER R A N O  FERN A N D ES (Chile, Government) (original Spanish)—M r. C hairm an, I  am  
sorry if I did not make myself clear. M y suggestion was to replace the whole of the first paragraph  by a single 
sentence, to read : “ Expresses its thanks to the S tanding Commission for the work it  has done ” , to  be followed 
by paragraph 2; the sentence I  have suggested would form the whole of paragraph  1.

H .E . S a y id  IB R A H IM  M A H M O O D  AL SHABANDAR (Iraq , R ed  Crescent)— M r. C hairm an: I  
w ant only to ask if the adoption of the Swiss resolution will m ean th a t the other resolutions will be dropped.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)—T h a t would not be the case. W e vote on the Swiss resolution which deals 
w ith the general m atter, and  then  we will proceed to deal w ith the other resolutions in the m anner indicated. 
Now, let us not have as m any speeches on this resolution as we had  on the m erit o f the m atter in  the first 
instance, because we have o ther R ed Cross work to do.

D r . C EC H  (Czechoslovakia, Governm ent) (original French)— M r. C h airm an :T h e  Czechoslovak delega
tion has already had  the honour o f  explaining its opinion in  a  statem ent this m orning: the draft resolution 
proposed by the Swiss G overnm ent delegation is not consistent w ith the provisions of the Statutes of the 
In ternational R ed Cross. In  order to am end any of those provisions, the procedure set out in  Article X I I I  o f 
the Statutes m ust be complied with.

T he Czechoslovak delegation therefore opposes the decision by the C hair as regards the procedure to be 
followed. In  view of the fact th a t Article X I I I ,  paragraph  1, states clearly th a t any am endm ent to the Statutes 
(and to the Rules of Procedure of the International Conference) m ust be adopted by a  two-thirds majority, the
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provision which I have ju st m entioned is one of the rules which is binding upon all delegations and  the 
In ternational R ed  Cross as a whole.

T hank  you, M r. President.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)— I rule th a t this resolution in its present form does not constitute a breach 
o f  the Rules of Procedure or Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross. T he delegate from Czechoslovakia said 
th a t he is not satisfied w ith m y ruling and, therefore, I will p u t th a t to the  m eeting. I  am  now asking you to 
vote on the C hairm an’s ruling.

(The ruling was accepted w ith 83 for and  23 against).
W e will now proceed to vote on the Chilean am endm ent. T he am endm ent is th a t we substitute for 

paragraph  (1) “  Expresses its thanks to  the Standing Commission for the work it has done ” . I  now ask you to 
vote on this am endm ent.

T he result of the voting is as follows :

For the m otion: 43
Against the  m otion: 18

I declare the am endm ent carried.

W e will now vote on the resolution. W e will have this vote by roll call. I  will ask the Secretaries to 
take the vote.

Article 18 covers this. “ As a general rule, votes shall be taken by a  show of hands. T he vote shall, 
however, be taken by nom inal roll if  five delegations so request ” . I  thought five delegations m ade such a  request, 
an d  I  am  indeed ahead of myself. “ In  this case, the N ational Societies shall vote first, then the States, then 
the In ternational Committee and  the League. T he names of each Society and  each State called upon to vote 
shall be decided by the draw ing of lots ” .

D id the delegation of the U .S.S.R . m ean th a t they w anted the vote to  be taken by a nom inal roll instead 
o f a show of hands ? W ill he come up  to the rostrum  and  please tell us w hat he intended when he said “ by 
roll call ” ? According to the procedure, it is nom inal roll.

Prof. M IT E R E V  (U .S.S.R ., Governm ent and R ed Cross)—Nom inal roll.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)—For tha t, we need five delegations. T hey  should say so before the 
voting is done. W e have only one delegation who has requested. Five delegations have not come forward, and 
so, in  the absence of five delegations, we will proceed to take the vote in  the usual way by a show of hands.

M r . K A R M A R K A R  (India, Governm ent)—Abstentions also m ay be recorded.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)—Yes. T he result of the voting is as follows :
For the m otion: 79
Against the m otion: 49
Abstentions: 14

I declare the m otion carried.

Now, the Polish delegation moves th a t all proposals subm itted on this subject w ithout being voted be 
rem itted  together w ith the records of the debate to the S tanding Commission for its consideration on occasions 
o f future invitations.

I  m ight explain this as I  did before. We would ordinarily discuss the Am erican resolution now. The 
Swedish resolution constitutes a raising of a point o f order in  connection w ith the Am erican resolution and  the 
Polish delegation’s resolution is really an  am endm ent to the am endm ent subm itted by the Swedish 
R ed  Cross. W e will deal w ith the am endm ent to the Swedish resolution and  then proceed w ith this resolu
tion. I  should point out th a t if  this am endm ent to the Swedish resolution is carried, th a t is the end of the 
m atter. W e do not discuss the individual resolutions after that. Some delegations asked me to make tha t 
clear, because, if  the am endm ent to the Swedish resolution is carried, we do not vote on the Am erican resolu
tion or on the Chinese resolution.

But there is a little difficulty in connection w ith this am endm ent on which I would like the Polish delegate 
to  speak again, and this is the point. H e moves th a t all the proposals subm itted on this subject, w ithout being 
voted, be rem itted together w ith the records of the debate, to the Standing Commission for its consideration on 
occasion of future invitations. We have now had  one removed, because the Conference has adopted it. _I
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thought perhaps you would like to speak on the m atter and indicate w hether or not you wish to am end your 
proposal—so as to read it as “ three ”—  in respect of which we have not voted, “ be subm itted I  th ink the 
am endm ent is in  order as it stands.

H .E . D r . K A TZ-SU  C H  Y (Poland, Governm ent)— I think, M r. C hairm an, you are quite right. M y 
am endm ent is in order as it stands. T he word “ all ” covers the resolutions which have not been voted. 
W hen I  proposed the am endm ent, I  expected th a t it m ight be accepted before the vote on the Swiss Resolution 
would be taken and so I thought the word “ all ” would include the Swiss resolution also. But now, as the 
Swiss resolution has received a majority, it goes autom atically to the S tanding Commission. Therefore, the word 
“  all ” covers those resolutions which have not been voted, because it says “  all resolutions w ithout being 
voted

I hope this explanation satisfies the Chair.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)— I wonder if  the Swedish delegation wishes to speak on the m atter. No. 
W e will proceed to vote on the Polish am endm ent. I  will read  it out again on account of the fact th a t it  is not 
in  a printed form before you. I t  reads :

“  T he Polish delegation moves th a t all proposals subm itted on this subject w ithout being voted be 
rem itted together w ith the records of the debate to the S tanding Commission for its consideration on 
occasions of future invitations ” .

I w ant to emphasise again th a t if  you vote in  favour of this am endm ent, it is tan tam ount to voting against 
the Am erican and  Chinese resolutions. I  pu t it  to  the Conference.

T here are 45 in favour of the am endm ent, 53 opposed and  20 abstentions. I  declare the am endm ent
lost.

W e will now vote on the Swedish resolution which envisages the forwarding of the Am erican resolution 
to the Standing Commission w ithout being voted.

I  am  sorry there is some doubt about the num ber of votes. W e are going to take the vote again.

T he result o f the voting on the Swedish resolution is as follows : 46 for, 57 against and  18 abstentions. I  
declare th a t the Swedish resolution is lost.

We will now come to the Am erican resolution.

M r . A IT K E N  (Canada, R ed Cross)— I  w ant the in terpretation of one point w ith regard to the U nited  
States resolution. I raise it as a  point of privilege. I  w ant a  clarification on the m eaning of this resolution. I f  
this resolution is carried, will its terms apply to  this Conference or merely to future conferences ? I  would like 
a clarification.

M r . JA K O V L JE V IC  (Yugoslavia, R ed  Cross)— I w ant to raise a  point of order.

M r. M acAULAY (C hairm an)—I  am  asking M r. M cClintock to reply to the first point of order. I f  you 
w ant to raise a point of order, you can do it after this question has been answered.

T h e  H o n . M r . M cC L IN T O C K  (U.S.A., G overnm ent)— In  answer to the question of the C anadian  
delegation I  m ay say th a t the Am erican resolution if  it is voted, will be applicable to the X lX th  In ternational 
Conference of the R ed Cross sitting here now.

M r. M acAULAY (C hairm an)—Yugoslavia can now raise the point of order.

M r. JA K O V L JE V IC  (Yugoslavia, R ed  Cross)—M r. C hairm an, there was some hesitation in thé 
announcem ent of the result of the first counting on the Swedish resolution. T here was also some hesitation con
cerning the second counting. W e, therefore, request th a t a  nom inal call m ay be m ade on the Swedish resolution 
to  make it clear w hat the exact num ber is.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)—R egarding voting, it has already taken place and  the result has been 
announced. W e do not have voting twice.

H .E . D r . K A TZ-SU C H Y  (Poland, G overnm ent)—T his is merely a  point of order in  connection with 
the proposal m ade by the Yugoslav delegation on the voting which has taken place. Before we vote on the 
Am erican resolution, I would like to make an  additional point of order. I t  is merely th a t I  support the dem and
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o f the Yugoslav delegation to repeat the vote by nom inal vote. I  think there was some mistake in  the counting 
o f  votes. W hen the first counting was m ade, according to the count m ade by m y delegation, the voting was : 
50 in favour of the Swedish resolution, 46 against and 16 abstentions. T h e  second voting result was: 46 for, 
57 against and  18 abstentions. In  other words, in the first voting the total num ber was 112. In  the second 
counting, the total was 121. T here is a difference o f 9 votes between the first and the second voting. Therefore, 
in  order not to have any doubt about the result of the voting, we request you, M r. C hairm an, to adhere to the 
m otion of the Yugoslav delegation and have the nom inal vote requested.

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U.S.S.R., Governm ent and  R ed Cross)—M r. C hairm an, I  insist th a t we should take 
a  second voting. We believe you absolutely. But, there is some doubt as to the num ber of votes between the 
first and  the second voting. So, we ask you to repeat the votes.

Before the A m erican Resolution is to be pu t to vote, we w ant to repeat our request to have a nom inal roll 
call and according to Article X I I I  of the S tatute we w ant to have a qualified majority, tha t is two thirds of those 
present and  voting. W e m ust not think too m uch of arithm etic when the further developm ent of the Con
ference is a t stake.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)—T he delegations had the right in the first instance to request for a 
nom inal roll call; there was no such request m ade to the Chair. So, we proceeded by show of hands. I shall 
now ascertain the wishes of the Conference as to w hether it wants the nom inal roll to be taken. Do you w ant 
the  vote taken by nom inal roll? Those in  favour will raise their hands; now, those against will raise their 
hands.

T he result o f the voting is as follows. I find 38 in  favour of opening the m atter up and having a vote by 
nom inal roll, and  74 opposed to it.

W e will now proceed to deal w ith the Am erican Resolution. I  presume you w ant to finish this m atter 
before you go for lunch.

I find Poland wants to raise a point o f order.

H .E . D r . K A TZ-SU C H Y  (Poland, G overnm ent)—M r. C hairm an, Ladies and G entlem en: Before a 
vote is taken on the Resolution subm itted by the G overnm ent delegation of the U nited  States, we have to decide 
one more procedural issue, namely, the question raised already by the representative of the Soviet U nion th a t 
this resolution, being of a certain  nature, the addition or am endm ent to the existing rules of procedure of the 
In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross requires in accordance w ith those rules, a  two-thirds majority. I  
th ink  this is im portant in view of the consequences of this decision and  the precedents th a t it m ay set on the 
question of the discussion as well as o f the questions which m ight arise a t future conferences.

I  think, M r. C hairm an, th a t the delegations should be aware o f the im portance of this resolution and there
fore it should be m ade clear th a t in  voting on this they decide on a m atter which m ay set precedents. I, 
therefore, request your ruling in accordance w ith the existing procedure o f am endm ents to the rules of procedure 
and  request a vote be taken by two-thirds.

P r o f . S T E IN IG E R  (Germ an D em ocratic Republic, Government) (original French)—M r. Chairm an, 
Ladies and  Gentlemen, I  m ust state very briefly in  the nam e of the delegation of the Governm ent of the 
G erm an Dem ocratic Republic and  also on behalf of the R ed Cross of the G erm an D em ocratic Republic th a t 
we are  in  favour of the Polish proposal for a  vote by nom inal roll and we should also like the C hairm an to clarify 
the  question ju st raised by the Polish delegate.

T hank  you M r. Chairm an.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)—This is a  very im portant point, and  if there is anything in the point, we 
w ant to give effect to it, and  so, nothw ithstanding the fact th a t we decided to carry on, I  am  going to adjourn 
this m eeting until 3 o’clock, and the Bureau will m eet a t ha lf past two to discuss this m atter.
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FIFTH PLENARY MEETING 

November 6, 1957

SU M M A R Y  :— c o n t in u a t i o n  o f  d is c u s s io n  o n  a d m is s ib il it y  o f  d r a f t  r e s o l u t io n  s u b m it t e d  b y  u n i t e d

STATES GOVERNMENT DELEGATION CHAIRMAN’S RULING ON THIS MATTER— SUSPENSION OF MEETING POST

PONEMENT OF VOTE ON RESOLUTION TO MEETING FOLLOW ING AFTERNOON RETURN TO CHAIR BY RAJKUMARI

AMRIT KAUR— ITEM 5 OF CONFERENCE AGENDA: REPORT OF ICRC AND LRCS ON ACTION TAKEN ON

RESOLUTIONS OF XVIHTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE— ITEM 6  OF TH E AGENDA: REPO RT OF COMMISSION FO R

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW .

The meeting was called to order at 3.00 p.m. by M r. J .  A . MacAulay.

M r . M acAULAY  (C hairm an)—T he Delegate from the Federal Republic of G erm any wants to speak on 
a  point of order.

C o u n t e s s  E T T A  W A LD ERSEE (Federal R epublic o f G erm any, R ed  Cross)—M r. C hairm an, Ladies 
and Gentlem en, I  personally think th a t we all left the m eeting this m orning w ith sadness in  our hearts. W hat 
I  w ant to say now in a  few words does not concern the so-called separation of the Conference into two parts after 
their constructive work of the last week, as we voted m ore or less unanimously on some very im portan t questions. 
I  do no t w ant to  speak of the difference of opinion which was presented this m orning; but, w hat I w ant to  
speak about is the very depressing feeling th a t the decision of this m orning has been taken under certain pressure 
and  tha t we have a  feeling— and I spoke w ith a  lot o f friends of mine—th a t the decisions th a t ought to be taken 
this afternoon will be under pressure also. So, I feel th a t we have not in  this way been objective as R ed Cross 
people have to be and  have not, perhaps, acted in accordance w ith our free opinions w hich we as R ed Cross 
people always have done.

I w ant to suggest to  the Chairm an of this Conference an  in terruption of this vote for two hours to  give tim e 
to the responsible m em ber delegates of this Conference to find a  last and constructive decision which could be 
taken unanim ously by the whole Assembly.

T hank  you.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)— R ajkum ari A m rit K au r as the C hairm an of the Conference will speak 
on the point of order.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (India, R ed Cross)— M r. C hairm an, I  would like to speak on the point o f 
order in reference to the resolution th a t has been p u t forward by the U nited  States of America.

Last W ednesday when I  was in  the C hair, the President of the Standing Commission, w hich is responsible 
for the agenda and  for the invitations to the Conference, presented an  extremely long and interesting report an d  
gave in full the details and  the reasons why the S tanding Commission had  come to the decision th a t it  had  
taken. T h a t report was accepted and  received w ith acclamations in  this very House. Now, this resolution seeks 
to  pass a vote of censure on the S tanding Commission and  thereby go back on a decision th a t m eant the accep
tance of the Report.

M r . M acA U LA Y  (C hairm an)— O n the point o f order raised this m orning by the Polish delegate, I  do not 
th ink th a t taking a vote on the Am erican resolution constitutes a  change in  the rules of procedure. Therefore, 
I do not think a two-thirds m ajority is required. I would like Judge  Sandstrom  to speak on this point.

J u s t ic e  SA N D STR O M  (Sweden, R ed Cross)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en : I have tried to  study 
the question w hether this falls under the Rules or the Statutes of the In ternational R ed  Cross, and  w hether for 
a  change in  the Statutes and  the Rules o f Procedure a  qualified m ajority of two-thirds present and  voting is 
required. I  have come to the conclusion that, in this case, it is not a  question of the Rules of Procedure. T he 
Rules of Procedure are those, I think, which concern the conduct of the debate and  the taking o f decisions, and  
in this case where it is only a question of how a party  to the Conference will be invited, and  under w hich nam e 
it will be invited and so on, it is not such a rule th a t requires a qualified m ajority as in  the case of procedure. 
H ere it is not a question of law or a question of R ed Cross principle. As I said earlier, it is a question of etiquette 
or protocol rather. A t the most, the question here today is one of in terpretation  of the Rules. But even if it 
were so, tha t would not entail, I think, a requirem ent for a qualified majority. I m ust conclude th a t this rule 
about modifications of the Rules of Procedure is not applicable in this case.
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PR IN C E  D E M E R O D E  (Belgium, R ed Cross) (original French)— M r. Chairm an, Ladies and  Gentlem en: 
T h e  request I  have to m ake is the following: this m orning, the Polish delegate stated his views in  an  eloquent 
a n d  able m anner. W ould he be kind enough to explain to the Conference exactly where he considers th a t 
there is any  incom patibility between the Statutes as they stand and th e  draft resolution subm itted by the 
U nited  States delegation ?

You m ay tell m e th a t each delegation is supposed to have brought a t least a  copy of the H andbook of the 
In ternational R ed Cross w ith it, b u t I  have been given to understand th a t m any members have difficulty in  
consulting it, and I have even been told th a t because o f its weight some delegations did not bring it w ith them . 
I f  we are to reach agreem ent, it  m ust therefore be possible to com pare the two texts, word for word.

T h a t is m y request, M r. President, as a  m em ber of the R ed  Cross who feels, like m any others here, th a t we 
have spent a  lot of time in discussions w hich I m ight term  Byzantine, or, a t  any rate, which are outside the norm al 
purview  of the R ed Cross. W hen it comes to  the Statutes, however, I think we m ust be particularly careful and  
th a t all delegates will be interested in  the clear explanation which m ust be given them  because for the members 
o f  the R ed Cross, the problem  is not th a t o f knowing who makes a given proposal, or even w hether th a t proposal 
has political implications—the question is simply to establish the tru th  in  all conscience.

T hank  you, M r. Chairm an.

M r . M acA U LA Y  (C hairm an)—Does the Conference wish the delegate from Poland to come to the ros
tru m  and go over the ground again as requested by the last delegate ? Those who wish to hear him  m ay hold up 
the ir hands please.

H .E . D r. K A TZ-SU C H Y  (Poland, G overnm ent)— M r. C hairm an, on a point of order. M y point of 
o rd er is on the vote w hich you ju s t intended to take. T he delegate of Belgium, Prince de M erode, invited me 
to  come and  give some explanations. I  think th a t every delegation has a  right to speak an d  no vote has to be 
taken  if the Conference wants to  hear a  delegate.

M r . M acA U L A Y  (Chairm an)—T he reason why I  asked the Conference was th a t you had spoken before 
o n  the same m atter.

H .E . D r . K A TZ-SU C H Y  (Poland, Governm ent)— If  you perm it me to speak, I  will say th a t I  take the 
floor w ith great reluctance. I  think we have elaborated on this question quite a long tim e and—I m ay say—• 
no t in the best spirit of the R ed Cross Societies and  the In ternational R ed Cross Conference. But, I  would try  
to  explain once more why I m aintain  the view th a t a two-thirds m ajority is needed on this resolution and  why 
this resolution implies to  a  certiain extent an  am endm ent of the Rules of Procedure.

M r. Chairm an, I  have great esteem for the view o f Judge  Sandstrom  w ith whom  I had  the great honour 
a n d  pleasure to  co-operate in  several other in ternational bodies on im portant problems of procedure in in ter
national conferences and  jurid ical problems of international law. I f  I  dare to  come ou t to this rostrum —I who 
have learn t lessons of in ternational law  from Judge  Sandstrom —and present a different view than  his, it  is because 
I  feel strongly th a t m y view is justified and th a t he d id  not pay  enough attention to all the implications of tha t 
resolution.

T h e  resolution is two-fold and  amends both the Statutes Article I I I  and  Article IV  of the Rules of Procedure 
o f  the International Conference. Those two articles lay down strictly how the In ternational Conference should 
be convoked and  organized. T hey  state who can be invited, and  do not add  a qualification th a t those invited 
should be called or addressed according to their own official titles.

I f  we accept this resolution, th a t would m ean an  inclusion in the rules of convening the Conference of an  
additional sentence th a t the invitations sent under Article 4, basing itself on R ule I I I  of the Statutes, should 
be addressed to governments or parties according to their official titles. This is a  new sentence, and  this sentence 
does not find a  place in  any p a rt o f the Statutes or o f the Rules of Procedure for convening the Conference.

In  addition, I  think th a t the U nited States representative has weakened his own point by the explanation 
w hich he has given to  the question asked by the C anadian  delegate. A n interpretation, if  given by the au thor 
o f  the resolution, m ust be considered as an  authoritative interpretation. I t  is not an  interpretation which some 
one is giving to the U nited States resolution, b u t it is an  in terpretation w hich the U nited  States delegation is 
giving to its own resolution. H e pointed out in  this interpretation, while answering the C anadian question, 
th a t this resolution if  adopted should apply herew ith to  the present Conference.

According to  rule 4, invitations should be sent out six m onths before the convening of the Conference. 
I t  is hardly possible th a t an  invitation to this Conference could be sent out even before six days, and if we continue 
this discussion it m ay be tha t no t even six hours will be left for sending out the invitation. Secondly, the rules say
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th a t those invited, in  the capacity of national societies, international committees or others, shall indicate the 
names of their delegates before the opening of the Conference. This is also not possible. Therefore for the 
purpose of this Conference the adoption of the U nited  States Resolution is a violation of the existing rules and 
an am endm ent, a correction, to Article IV  of the Rules of Procedure.

M ay I  elaborate one point? W e have adopted and  approved already the report o f the S tanding Com
mission. This resolution represents an  am endm ent to the report o f the S tanding Commission, a report w hich 
has already been adopted. I t  dem ands a different action than  th a t approved by the m ajority on behalf of the 
Standing Commission.

I will elaborate one more point, and  I do it really not for the purpose of ha ir splitting or entering into a 
legal argum ent. I do it because I feel the seriousness of the question and, as I said, the implications which 
the adoption of this resolution m ay bring. This m orning we approved by a  great m ajority— I was against it, 
b u t the m ajority approved it and we yield to the m ajority—the Swiss resolution which, in my opinion disposes 
o f the m atter and gives, let us say, in general terms, a guidance to the Standing Commission, for its future action. 
In  one International Conference you cannot adopt two contradictory resolutions. You can either by a  new vote 
m ake negative the Swiss resolution, or consider this as a  correction or am endm ent, w hatever you m ay call it, 
to the Swiss resolution. Again, for this purpose you need a two-thirds majority.

In  addition, M r. C hairm an, I would ask one question. In  the in terpretation of this resolution the question 
w hich has been raised has not been explained. This resolution says tha t the Standing Commission of the R ed  
Cross is not concerned w ith ju rid ical and  political questions regarding the status of Governments. Can we 
adopt such a  m otion ? I f  tomorrow someone appears here and  says th a t he represents some p a rt o f a country, 
let us say the R ed Cross of Texas or the Governm ent of Texas or any other place, will the U nited States uphold 
his views when they say tha t the Standing Commission of the R ed Cross should not be concerned w ith ju rid ical 
and political questions in  regard to this problem ? T hey  say they are against these political questions. But I 
am  sure, M r. Chairm an, you have enough experience, m uch m ore than  I have, o f international conferences, 
and  you know tha t whenever someone starts his speech by saying th a t he is against politics, one has to w atch 
for the great political point th a t he is im m ediately going to make. This is a political question. This is nothing 
else bu t a political question and you cannot avoid it. I t  is a  question which, as I  said, to the regret o f m y dele
gation, has been introduced a t the beginning of this Conference unnecessarily, and we consider tha t it prevented 
the smooth running of this Conference.

M r . M acAULAY  (Chairm an)— I presume the U nited  States delegation wants to answer the question or, 
in any event, wants to speak on a point of order.

T h e  H o n . M r . M cC L IN T O C K  (U.S.A., Governm ent)— M r. C hairm an, I  should like to speak on the point 
of order and to refer to the speech of the Polish delegate who has ju st subm itted his views for, I  think, the th ird  
time. T he Polish delegation m ade the allegation tha t the two resolutions which he said were merely contradic
tory, could not be adm itted by this Conference. I refer to m y answer of this m orning to the C anadian  delega
tion’s question; I subm it tha t the principle involved in the U nited  States resolution is the same principle which 
this Conference has already accepted this m orning in  the Swiss resolution; the only difference, and this is why 
I answered honestly to the question pu t by the C anadian delegation, is tha t the Swiss resolution applies the same 
principle to this Conference, and we cannot dodge th a t issue. This m orning M r. Boissier, in  an  eloquent speech 
w hich we all adm ired, said tha t the R ed Cross was like a  m other who should gather all her children into the 
family.

T he point th a t the U nited States is seeking to m ake in  the nam e of justice is merely tha t one child in the 
family shall be called by its baptism al nam e.

Now, M r. Chairm an, if I  m ay come to the point of order raised by the learned delegate from Poland, whose 
reputation in the U nited Nations and  elsewhere is indeed great, regarding the reading in  fine p rin t of the Rules 
of Procedure, m ay I observe tha t Article I I ,  paragraph  1 of the Statutes reads tha t “  the In ternational Conference 
shall have power to take decisions w ithin the limits of the present Statutes, make recom m endations and  express 
wishes ” .

M r. Chairm an, m ay I likewise point out th a t Article I I , paragraph  4, of the Statutes provides tha t the 
Conference alone shall be com petent to revise and  to in terpret the present Statutes and  Rules of Procedure 
and  to take the final decision on differences of opinion referred to in Article X .

Article X  says, as you know,— or lays down—the functions of the Standing Commission and  provides 
in paragraph  4 th a t the final decision on the acts of the Commission is reserved to the Conference. T he same 
reservation is expressed in paragraph  2 of the same article.
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Thus, M r. C hairm an, it is clear th a t the Am erican resolution is entirely in order in expressing the sense of 
the Conference in a  way which is not subject to m isinterpretation, and tha t is the in ten t of our resolution. T o  
claim  th a t the resolution requires a  two-thirds m ajority as a  revision of the rules, is, I subm it, to your sense of 
justice, entirely unreasonable. I t  was in  consequence th a t I welcomed your decision, supported by the learned 
judgm ent o f one of our most em inent jurists, Judge Sandstrom . I should recall to the Conference th a t on a 
sim ilar point the Chairm an ruled tha t the Swiss resolution should be subm itted to a m ajority vote, I am  confi
den t tha t the ruling of the Chairm an is wise, and I thank him  for it.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)—As intim ated before, after consideration of the representation of the Polish 
delegate this m orning, and the representations of M r. K arm arkar yesterday afternoon, the C hair rules th a t the 
content of the resolution does not am ount to an  am endm ent of the rules, and so does not require a  two-thirds 
m ajority. I  do not imagine th a t you wish to take advantage of the suggestion m ade by the G erm an Federal 
R epublic, namely, tha t we adjourn for two hours, because I think we are going to take, and we need, some time 
for other conference m atters.

We now come to vote on the Am erican resolution.

M r. SL O PER  (Brazil, R ed Cross)—Ladies and gentlem en: In  the m atter concerning this vote which we 
are to take and  in particular, concerning the remarks m ade by the C hairm an just now, as to the am ount of work 
we have still to do in  this Conference, the Brazilian delegation would like to suggest tha t the questions of our 
w ork here a t the Conference, and the approval of the reports of these three m ain Commissions, are extremely 
im portant and  they are the essence of this Conference. W hile no t wishing to prejudge in any way or to state 
here any opinion about the Am erican proposal, the Brazilian delegation would like to propose tha t the m atter of 
the vote be adjourned and pu t as the last item  on the Conference agenda.

J u s t ic e  SA N D STR O M  (Sweden, R ed Cross)— M r. Chairm an, Ladies and Gentlem en: We have come to 
a  point in our debates which is very full o f responsibility for the future. T he question we have before us is 
very im portant, not in  itself perhaps, bu t as to its consequences. Therefore, I  think we have every reason to 
consider very well the proposal m ade by the representative of the G erm an Federal Republic to take the time 
th a t will allow us to go into the m any questions involved and enable us to see if  we cannot find a solution to this 
very difficult question. Therefore, I  will support the proposal that we take some hours’ recess to think about 
the question.

M r. M acAULAY (C hairm an)—Is it your idea tha t we should go on with the other m atters of the 
Conference in the m ean tim e?

J u s t ic e  SA N D STR O M — I think tha t could be done. Those intim ately concerned with this question will 
anyhow, or some of them  will, come together and  discuss. I think it would really be up to the Bureau, w ith 
the co-operation of Dr. K atz-Suchy, whose co-operation resulted in good proposals on previous occasions, to 
come to a  satisfactory solution of the problem.

M r. M acAULAY (C hairm an)—Are you in conflict with the motion put by the delegate from Brazil ?

J u s t ic e  SA N D STR O M —I do not think th a t we should adjourn a decision on this question till the end 
of the session which would m ean th a t we really do not decide the question because, when we come to the end 
o f the session, the question will have no more im portance.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)—W hat adjournm ent do you suggest so that I  can pu t it to the Conference?

J u s t ic e  SA N D STR O M —At least one hour.

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)— I will pu t it to the Conference. T he question is this. T he G erm an 
Federal Republic, supported by the President o f the Swedish R ed Cross, have intim ated tha t they would like 
the Conference to adjourn for one hour, and re-convenc to continue the work of the Conference. I put it to 
the House w hether it wants to adjourn for an  hour now. (Show of hands).

Well, apparently, we have to pu t the vote again because I  am  told th a t some people have indicated that 
they did not understand the question. T he G erm an Federal Republic, supported by the President of the 
Swedish R ed Cross, have intim ated tha t they would like the Conference to adjourn for one hour, in  order that 
we could get aw ay from the tension, if any, of the meeting we had this morning. I think some benefit would
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come from such an  adjournm ent. D uring th a t period the Bureau of the Conference would also meet. Now 
will all raise their hands.

T he result is 59 for adjournm ent, and 42 against. So, we will adjourn until 5 o’clock.

*  *  *

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)—T he m eeting is now called to order. W e now propose to vote on the 
resolution pu t forward by M r. Sloper of the Brazilian R ed Cross. T he Bureau is of the opinion tha t there 
should be no further discussion, no further points of order on this m atter. T he U nited States delegation has 
agreed th a t this item  m ay be pu t on the agenda as the last item  and  th a t it m ay be taken up a t 4.30 p.m . 
tomorrow.

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U.S.S.R. G overnm ent and R ed Cross rose to speak).

M r . M acAULAY (C hairm an)—W e do not w ant to waste any more of our time. I f  there is any point 
o f order in this m atter, you can raise it tom orrow when the m atter is going to be discussed. Does the Con
ference agree w ith me ? I will not pu t to vote the resolution pu t forward by M r. Sloper th a t further discussion 
does not take place and tha t this m atter m ay come up for discussion a t 4.30 p.m . tomorrow o r earlier, if the other 
business of the Conference is completed before that. I  reiterate tha t the U nited States delegation has agreed to  
this being done. I will now  pu t it to the vote.

T he m otion, I  declare, is carried by 106 to nil. I find there are two abstentions. I declare the motion 
as carried.

Now I have m uch pleasure in asking the C hairm an of the Conference to take the chair.

{Rajkumari Amrit Kaur in the chair).

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—T he next item  on the Agenda is item  No. 5 :  R eport by the 
In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross and the League of R ed Cross Societies on the action taken on the 
resolutions of the X V III th  In ternational Conference. This report has been circulated. I  would like to know 
w hether anybody would like to  ask any question. Since nobody wants to raise any point, we will pass it w ith 
a  vote of thanks to the International Committee and  the League.

W e will now take up  the next item on the agenda, item  No. 6. R eport of the In ternational H um anitarian  
Law  Commission. I shall ask the rapporteur of the  Commission, M r. Beer, to come up  and  give his report.

M r . BEER (R apporteur)— M adam  C hairm an : Before I  proceed to read m y report, I  would like to ask 
the delegates present to take up docum ent No. P/20 from their dossiers. This docum ent has been circulated 
yesterday or the day before yesterday and  contains the resolutions passed by the H um anitarian  International 
Law  Commission.

W ith your permission, I will proceed to read m y report :

I have the honour to present the report o f the Commission of International H um anitarian  Law.

T he Commission sat from Tuesday m orning to Saturday afternoon last week. A t its first m eeting it 
elected the following officers, proposed by the Council o f delegates :

C hairm an: M r. Jo h n  A. M acAulay, Q,.C., C anadian R ed Cross.

V ice-Chairm en: M adam  Li T eh-C huan, R ed Cross of the People’s Republic of China.
D r. Agustin Inostrosa, Chilean R ed Cross.

Justice U  Aung K hine, Burm a R ed Cross.

Prince Frederic de M erode, Belgian R ed Cross.

Professor Gueorgui M iterev, Alliance of R ed Cross and  R ed Crescent Societies 
of the U .S.S.R .

Secretaries : M r. R . J .  W ilhelm, IC R G

M r. Ch. A. Schussele, LRCS

R apporteur: M r. Henrik Beer, Swedish R ed Cross, was on the C hairm an’s proposal appointed
rapporteur.
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O n the Commission’s agenda, as established by the Bureau of the Conference, was the im portant question, 
actually  the m ain them e of the Conference, namely, Protection of Civilians. Owing to the great interest in this 
question, all delegations, R ed Cross and Governm ental, were present a t the deliberations of the Commission. 
I t  does not, therefore, seem necessary to present a long and  comprehensive report. I t  should be emphasised, 
however, th a t m any m atters on the agenda could have been of a  controversial nature, had not the C hairm an’s 
direction and  the goodwill of the delegates present succeeded in  creating a R ed Cross spirit which gave the tenor 
to  the work of the Commission from the first sitting to the last. In  his initial remarks, the C hairm an of the 
Commission emphasized th a t its task was to examine the questions on the agenda from a hum anitarian  stand
poin t only. H e stated tha t the Rules, and  the general principles of the R ed Cross forbade any discussion of a 
political nature, and th a t accusations or allegations by one delegate against the country of another would not 
be perm itted. H e expressed the wish tha t the debate should be dignified and  worthy of the high aims of the 
Conference and  the R ed Cross.

Due to the unusual ability of the C hairm an, the fairness and im partiality of his way of conducting the 
business of the Commission, the pains he took to explain the complicated procedure and  his conviction th a t the 
Commission w anted to cooperate w ith him  to reach a positive result it can be stated tha t the wishes expressed by 
him  a t the first m eeting were fulfilled. Not only were the debates kept a t a high level, bu t several delegations 
who had  presented resolutions were willing to am end or w ithdraw  them , not w ithout obvious difficulties, in 
order to help the Commission to reach unanim ous decisions. T he C hairm an paid special compliments to 
these delegations.

T he second item on the agenda, after the election of officers, was the proposal of In ternational Regulations 
concerning protection of civilian population against the dangers of indiscrim inate warfare.

T he basic docum ent, the D raft Rules and the C om m entary to these Rules, had been prepared by the 
IC R C  and  distributed a long time before the Conference to the Governments and  R ed Cross Societies.

T he Committee proposed a resolution on the procedure to follow concerning the future treatm ent of 
the D raft Rules.

A  num ber of am endm ents to this proposed resolution were presented by different delegations. O ther 
delegations proposed am endm ents to the D raft Rules.

Different opinions were offered concerning the procedure to follow. A num ber of delegations w anted the 
Commission to study the Rules paragraph by paragraph. O thers, am ong them  the IC R C , stated th a t the 
final drafting and  acceptance was a m atter for the G overnm ents and  tha t this Conference should lim it itself to 
a  debate of a  more general nature. T he C hair ruled th a t a general debate should take place on the IC R C  
resolution, but every delegate was entitled to present, during this debate, remarks concerning special articles 
in  the D raft Rules.

All th a t was said should be included in  the verbatim  reports of the deliberations of the Commission.

T he C hair’s ruling was upheld by the Commission.

T he debate on this item  continued for two full days. About fifty delegates took part in the discussion.

As m entioned before, a  num ber of the delegations had  presented formal am endm ents to the D raft Rules, 
including the G erm an Dem ocratic R epublic, R um ania, Czechoslovakia, H ungary, Bulgaria, U .S.S.R ., Austria 
and  Poland.

T o  the resolution of the IC R C , concerning the procedure to follow after this Conference, am endm ents 
o r alternate resolutions were proposed by the Danish, Finnish, Norwegian and Swedish R ed Cross acting together 
an d  by the Polish Governm ent, the Netherlands R ed Cross, the Swiss Governm ent and  the Brazilian R ed Cross.

O n  two occasions, the C hairm an called special meetings to consider informal drafts. T he Committees 
were composed of the delegates who had  proposed resolutions and amendm ents. T he final result o f these efforts 
was the resolution you have before you, num ber 1, page 2 in Docum ent P/20. In  view of trying to reach 
unanim ity, the authors of separate proposals who took p art in the drafting withdrew their own resolutions. Only 
one am endm ent was presented to this final proposal o f the drafting committee. T he U .S.S.R . w anted the 
In ternational Committee to produce soonest a new draft on the basis o f the present proposed Rules. This was 
defeated and  afterwards, w ithout anybody opposing, the resolution before you was adopted by the Commission. 
T h e  w ording of this resolution indicates th a t everything said during the debate shall be circulated to the 
governments, and it would also be com m unicated to the R ed Cross Societies. This, and  the fact tha t all 
delegations were present, has caused me to refrain from going into details of the debate. All of you have had, 
o r will have, full opportunity to study the very im portant m aterial brought before the Commission.

W ith your permission, M adam  Chairm an, I  shall now proceed to read this resolution.
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“ T he X IX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,

convinced th a t it is interpreting the general feeling throughout the world which demands 
th a t effective measures be taken to rid  the peoples from the nightm are of the th reat o f war,

having taken cognizance of the “ D raft Rules for the L im itation of the Dangers incurred 
by the Civilian Population in T im e of W ar” , draw n up by the International Com m ittee of the 
R ed Cross, following a request by the Board of Governors of the League, meeting a t Oslo in 1954,

considers th a t a  set of rules revising and extending those previously accepted is highly 
desirable as a measure of protection for the civilian population, if a conflict should unfortunately 
break out,

deems tha t the objectives of the D raft Rules subm itted are in conformity w ith R ed Cross 
ideals and the requirem ents of hum anity,

urges the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross to continue its efforts for the protec
tion of the civilian population against the evils of war, and

requests the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross, acting on behalf o f the X IX th  
In ternational Conference, to transm it the D raft Rules, the record of its discussions, the text of the 
proposals, and the subm itted am endm ents, to the Governments for their consideration

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—We m ust thank M r. Beer for the excellent report tha t he has 
presented to us. I attended m any meetings of this Commission and  the spirit prevailing during the discussions 
was the real R ed Cross spirit. T he  Yugoslav delegate wishes to speak on this report. W ill he please come 
to the rostrum  ?

M r . H . BEER (R apporteur)— M ay I respectfully m ention th a t I  am  not yet ready w ith the report. I  
am  ready with the first resolution and I propose th a t you will pu t to vote resolution after resolution.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— Supposing any delegate wants any clarification ? I  shall 
certainly pu t the resolution to vote, bu t in  the meanwhile the Yugoslav delegation wants to say something.

H .E . D r . G R E G O R IC  (Yugoslavia, R ed Cross and  Governm ent)— M adam  President, Ladies and  
Gentlem en : Before we approach the acceptance of the resolution concerning the D raft Rules for the protection 
of civilian population elaborated by the IC R C , perm it me to say a few words to explain the a ttitude of the 
Yugoslav delegations, whose abstention in the Commission was com m ented by some delegations as being not 
understandable.

Perm it me to  rem ind you th a t in the course of the discussion on these D raft Rules, I  have taken the floor 
twice, in  the beginning and  in  the second half. I spoke generally, w ith great optimism, because frankly speaking, 
I hoped th a t this first and im portant phase in the elaboration of the rules will be overcome w ith success. T he 
Yugoslav delegations w ithout hesitation have greeted all the initiatives of the In ternational R ed Cross in  the 
field of the developm ent of all hum anitarian  rules, particularly  those relating to the protection of the civilian 
population. W e thought tha t the Geneva Conventions of 1949 have paved the way for further developm ent of 
such rules. M y country, which was the second im m ediately after Switzerland, to ratify the Geneva Conven
tions, has always proved to be the supporter of all hum anitarian  actions and  efforts of the In ternational R ed  
Cross. W ith such thoughts we have come to this Conference expecting satisfactory results.

Unfortunately, I must say th a t again, we consider th a t we did  not find a satisfactory common language, 
a  R ed Cross language, and tha t w ith this resolution we fall short of the expectations th a t have been placed in  the  
R ed Cross in this field of action. In  our opinion we did  not progress bu t we have virtually let the thing go 
out of the hands of the International R ed Cross. W hat have we done? We are returning again to the 
Governments these rules, to which they have had  an opportunity to give their remarks in  the prelim inary phase 
and  on this Conference. Furtherm ore, we do not foresee w hat other action is to be taken. T h a t means th a t 
we are starting from the beginning, probably because we think this was not a  good road which was followed. I f  
th a t is the case, then we could say th a t openly.

We also do not understand the reason why we decided to discontinue the traditional way followed in  the 
adoption of hum anitarian  rules, to entrust the In ternational Com m ittee w ith further work on the p reparation  
of rules w hich are so necessary today when the civilian population is exposed to  the dangers of m odern war.

These were the reasons why the Yugoslav delegations could not vote in favour of the resolution in the 
Commission. W e must say th a t openly to this high forum.
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However, today when we are on this plenary m eeting where unanim ity of views of all the participants of 
the Conference is essential, because millions of persons who wish for peace and  security expect w ith im patience 
the results of this Conference, the Yugoslav delegations are ready to vote in favour of the proposed resolution to 
show again their willingness to contribute to the unanim ity of the R ed Cross. T hank  you, M adam  Chairm an.

H .E . M r . R U E G G E R  (Switzerland, Government) (original French)— M adam  C hairm an : T he Chairm an 
of the In ternational H um anitarian  Law  Commission, when stating th a t the m eeting of tha t Commission was 
closed, was good enough to say th a t the Swiss Governm ent delegation would be given the opportunity, a t the 
P lenary Session, of defining its attitude concerning the am endm ent it had  subm itted. T he Swiss G overnm ent 
delegation, like the Brazilian Governm ent delegation, did not wish to insist, during the session of the In te r
national H um anitarian  Law Commission, upon the discussion of its draft am endm ent.

U nanim ity, so m uch to be desired, having been reached, thanks to considerable concessions on everyone’s 
part, on the draft resolution before us, there was, and  still is, cause for rejoicing tha t unanim ous agreem ent has 
been achieved on a certain num ber of points, i.e. the opinion expressed by the Conference th a t the D raft Rules 
draw n up by the IC R C , following the resolution passed unanimously by the Board of Governors a t Oslo, 
a re  in  accordance w ith the aspirations of the R ed Cross ; the m andate entrusted to the IC R C  to transm it the 
D raft Rules once m ore to the Governments (a first draft has already been sent) in  order to collect more substantial 
comments from them , and also—this is new and  im portant— the fact th a t the IC R C  has been asked to 
transm it to Governments all the proposals, remarks and  suggestions m ade during the discússions of the Con
ference, and  to continue its work for the protection of the civilian population. T he Swiss Governm ent delega
tion understands this to m ean th a t the Committee should continue its efforts w ith a view to drawing up a code 
o f rules for such protection.

W e thank the R apporteur for alluding, in  his report, to the am endm ents subm itted. I t  seems to our delega
tion tha t, although of appreciable value, the points set forth in the resolution on which the Conference is going 
to  vote do not, perhaps, cover all future programmes, or even give the impetus required for appropriate action 
in  future in a field of such vital im portance. We realise, however, th a t a real foundation has been laid for the 
continuation of the efforts undertaken and wish to express once more our satisfaction th a t unanim ous agreem ent 
has been reached.

In  voting on the resolution subm itted to the Conference, the Swiss G overnm ent delegation feels th a t it is 
its duty to  draw  attention to points w hich have not been given general consideration during the meetings of the 
Commission, perhaps because they fell w ithin the competence of Governments. Nevertheless, in view of the 
long tim e w hich will elapse before the next In ternational Conference is held, we feel th a t those points should be 
discussed here, since the record of our discussions will also be transm itted to the Governments which will be 
concerned w ith the m atter; the points referred to are—

(1) T he am endm ent subm itted by our delegation— I am  not subm itting it anew bu t I wish to stress 
its aim  and  scope—was m ainly intended to supplem ent the procedure provided for the consultation 
of Governments on the subject. This consultation should enable the IC R C  to bring together the 
authoritative opinions of all concerned within, we hope, the shortest possible time. In  our opinion 
it is obvious (although we should have preferred it to be stipulated beforehand) tha t all steps should 
be taken in  due course to enable rules for the protection of the civilian population to become, as 
soon as circumstances allow, an  instrum ent of international law. I t  is only thus th a t through this 
Conference—and the impetus given by such Conferences—th a t a useful, if not im portant or decisive, 
stage will have been reached in drawing up rules of international law  to protect the civilian popula
tion.

(2) I believe tha t it is necessary (and this should also be m entioned in the record going to Governments) 
to m ake clear the difference between the efforts m ade by the R ed Cross and  the discussion in other 
organisations of certain factors which m ight, indirectly, lead to the protection of the civilian popula
tion by the lim itation, so m uch desired, of the dangers incurred. In  this respect, it seems to me 
th a t some m isunderstanding m ay have occurred; some em inent speakers have said—and it is true— 
th a t the U nited Nations D isarm am ent Commission is discussing the m atter, previously discussed by 
the Sub-Com m ittee on D isarm am ent in London ; one of our resolutions expresses the wish of the R ed 
Cross to see all the efforts in this direction crowned with success. I t  is quite evident, however, tha t 
the specific question of the protection of population will not be the first care of official bodies called 
upon to study and negotiate the lim itation of arm am ents, or other current questions of a particularly 
topical nature.
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As regards the protection of the civilian population, the R ed Cross will, and  should, continue to have its 
say, w hatever the means chosen (development of the law embodied in  the H ague Conventions, or of the Geneva 
Conventions) to ensure, increase and strengthen the protection of the civilian population.

M y speech has been ra ther long, M adam  C hairm an, bu t for the reasons I have stated it was necessary 
to  stress—rather for the benefit o f the Governments which will read our documents than  for the Conference— 
the words intended for Governments and  in  particular those who will be called upon when the tim e comes to  
give full support to the attem pts to transform into a rule of international law the lofty program m e outlined 
in  the documents subm itted by the IC R C . T hank  you, M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—Does any other delegate wish to speak on this resolution ? 

I f  nobody wishes to speak, we shall vote on it.

{The vote was taken. The resolution was adopted by 110 votes without opposition or abstention).

M r . S IO R D E T  (Vice-President o f the IC R C ) (original French)—M adam  C hairm an, Ladies and  
G entlem en : T he In ternational Com m ittee notes the resolution which has ju st been unanim ously adopted and  
accepts the double m andate which you have entrusted to it, i.e. to transm it the resolution to Governments, w ith 
the record of the discussions and  the proposals m ade; to continue its efforts for the protection of the civilian 
population against the evils of war.

I should like to assure the Conference th a t the In ternational Committee, conscious of its solemn duty  and  
the realities w ith which it has to deal, will continue its work with all the careful attention  required and  will, in 
particular, continue to make it a  jo in t task. I t  thanks in advance the N ational Societies which will give it  
their co-operation, as they have done w ith such valuable results hitherto.

In  this connection, I  wish to say, on behalf o f the International Committee, how greatly we regret the loss 
of Surgeon-General Costedoat, who passed aw ay so suddenly a t the beginning of the Conference. I t  is our 
duty to pay a tribute to  his m em ory since, as one of the experts delegated to Geneva by the N ational Societies, 
he played a  considerable p art in our work, giving us the benefit of his great intelligence, good-fellowship and  
keen awareness of the difficulties we had  to overcome. T he International Committee of the R ed Cross feels 
th a t it cannot record the result of the vote ju st taken w ithout paying hom age to one who m ay be considered as 
a  co-author of the D raft Rules. T hank  you, M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—We now proceed to the second resolution and I  shall ask the 
R apporteur of the Commission to speak on it.

M r . BEER— Point 3 of the Agenda was the “ Role of N ational R ed Cross Societies in  the sphere of 
civilian protection ” . T he reports on the subject had been circulated before the Conference, one by the In 
ternational Committee proposing directives and programmes for the R ed Cross Societies, and  one by the 
League which has summarised the present activities of particular societies in  civil defence in  a guide for the 
Societies in this field. A resolution was proposed by the Swiss R ed Cross. This resolution was unanimously 
adopted by the Commission. You will find it in your docum ent P/20 on page 3. W ith  your permission, I 
proceed to read this resolution.

“  T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
H aving noted the reports on the role of N ational Societies in the sphere of Civilian 

Protection subm itted by the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross and  the League of R ed 
Cross Societies,

Accepts these reports and  thanks their authors,
Reaffirms th a t it attaches great im portance to the adoption of all necessary practical 

measures for the protection of the civilian population,
Invites Governments to give their most careful attention to such measures,

Requests N ational Societies to act in accordance w ith the directions and operational 
programmes proposed by the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross in its report and  by 
the League of R ed Cross Societies in  its Guide, so th a t the civilian population m ay be assured 
of the assistance which it is entitled to expect o f the R ed Cross ” .

M adam  Chairm an, I beg to move the adoption of this resolution.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— Is there any delegate who would like to speak on this resolution?
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I  find there is nobody. I will now pu t it to vote.
( The resolution was carried with 106 votes fo r  and none against.)

M r . BEER— Point 4 on the Agenda—T he Geneva Conventions—included three sub-titles:

(a) R atification, diffusion and  application.

(b) A pplication to Police Officers of the Provisions of the Fourth  Geneva Convention.

(c) Proposed resolutions of the,Syrian  and Lebanese delegations on freedom of practice of M edi
cine in tim e of in ternational conflicts. (Addition to  Article 3 of the Geneva Convention).

O n  point (a), ratification, diffusion and  application of the Conventions, a  report previously circulated 
was presented by the IC R C .

D uring a  short debate, some delegates com m ented on the im portance and technique of the diffusion of 
the Conventions. A representative o f the W orld M edical Association gave a  statem ent on the studies on medical 
ethics in  tim e of w ar and on the proposed special emblem for the designation of medical personnel not specially 
protected by the R ed Cross Conventions. T he Commission’s resolution on this point covers also point (b). 
I ,  therefore, proceed w ith the report on this item.

O n  this point of application of the Fourth  Geneva Convention to members of the police force placed on 
the agenda by the French R ed Cross, a com m ent was given by a representative of the IC R C , a  chapter on 
this subject being included in the Com m ittee’s report on point 4 in the agenda. D uring the debate on this 
po in t (b), it was suggested th a t this question needed further study and  th a t it was more prudent not to take a  
definite position a t this stage. T he Commission adopted a  resolution covering (a) and (b) under point 4 and  
I shall proceed to read this resolution.

“ T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
H aving received the report on the Geneva Conventions of 1949 subm itted by the 

In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross,

accepts this report,
thanks the International Committee of the R ed Cross for having subm itted it.
Takes note of the declaration relating to the application to members of police forces 

of the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, as quoted in the report ” .

I  move th a t the resolution be adopted.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—Does anybody w ant to speak on this resolution?

I shall now pu t the resolution to the vote.
{The resolution was adopted by 96 votes in favour and none against.)

M r . BEER—T he Syrian-Lebanese resolution under No. 4 on the protection of the medical personnel 
during internal conflicts and free circulation of medicines caused discussion during which some delegates 
pointed out th a t difficulties could arise from the actual text o f the resolution with relation to international legisla
tion in  several countries. I t  was suggested th a t the resolution be referred to the Medico-Social Commission for 
further studies by the medical experts present. T he proponents of the resolution pointed out, however, th a t their 
proposal was m ainly concerned with the legal aspects of the m atter and they insisted on having it voted. This 
opinion was upheld by the Commission, it being understood tha t the proposal should be studied by the In ter
national Committee of the R ed Cross. T he resolution was adopted w ith 64 votes in favour and 22 against. I 
shall now proceed to read the resolution.

“  T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of R ed Cross,

Considering the efforts already m ade by the International Committee of the R ed Cross 
to  minimize the suffering caused by arm ed conflicts o f all types, expresses the wish that a new 
provision be added to the existing Geneva Conventions of 1949, extending the provisions of 
Article 3 thereof so tha t:

(a) the wounded may be cared for w ithout discrimination and doctors in no way 
hindered when giving the care which they are called upon to provide in these 
circumstances,
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(b) the inviolable principle of medical professional secrecy m ay be respected,

(c) there m ay be no restrictions, other than  those provided by in ternational legislation, 
on the sale and free circulation of medicines, it being understood th a t these will 
be used exclusively for therapeutic purposes,

Furtherm ore, makes an urgent appeal to all Governments to repeal any measures 
which m ight be contrary to the present Resolution

I move the adoption of the resolution.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  KATJR (C hairm an)—Does anybody w ant to speak on this resolution ? A pparently  
there is nobody. I shall now pu t the resolution for adoption.

( The resolution was adopted by 83 votes in favour and one against.)

M r . BEER— Point No. 5 on the agenda— Legal Assistance to Foreigners.

T he report circulated by the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross was presented to the Commission 
an d  w ithout debate the Commission adopted the following Resolution :

“ T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,

having received the reports on Legal Assistance to Foreigners subm itted by the In terna
tional Committee of the R ed Cross,

accepts these reports,
thanks the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross for having subm itted them ” .

I now move the adoption of the Resolution.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—Does anybody w ant to speak on this resolution? Nobody. 
I shall now pu t it for adoption.

( The resolution was adopted by 94 votes in favour and none against.)

M r . BEER—Now we come to point 6 of the Agenda— Eventual prohibition of nuclear w eapon tests. 
This item  was included in the Agenda on the dem and of the Japanese R ed Cross, which had  circulated a  
m em orandum  and a text of a proposed resolution to the m embers of the Commission. A revised version of this 
resolution from the Japanese R ed Cross was circulated in New Delhi, taking the place of the earlier docum ent. 
A lternate resolutions on this subject were proposed by the Soviet delegation, the Ind ian  R ed Cross delegation and  
the Czechoslovak delegation.

This question was discussed during two sessions. M ore than  30 delegates spoke during the debate. All 
speakers taking p a rt in  the discussion expressed sym pathy w ith the general hum anitarian  ideas of the Japanese 
resolution. T he m ajority were of the opinion th a t the Ind ian  text was so worded th a t it could m eet w ith 
unanim ous approval. I t  was said tha t this resolution corresponded both to the spirit and competence of the R ed 
Cross as a  m oral force and it did not enter into details of questions w hich were now discussed by the Govern
m ents in the U nited Nations. Even the advocates of resolutions which dem anded a  definite stand from the 
Conference on the questions of prohibition of nuclear tests and banning of nuclear weapons stated th a t they 
were in  agreem ent w ith the principles of the Ind ian  resolution. A general spirit of conciliation prevailed and it 
was clear th a t the Commission w anted to try  all possibilities of reaching a common solution.

In  this spirit, the authors of the Japanese, U .S .S .R . and Czechoslovak resolutions, w ithdrew their 
proposals and were thanked by the C hair for their loyalty.

Tw o ways of procedure were suggested : one to nom inate a Drafting Committee, the other to rally w ithout 
further discussion behind the Ind ian  resolution in  its present state.

T he proposal to nom inate a Sub-Com m ittee was lost w ith a  m ajority of three votes.
An am endm ent to the Ind ian  resolution was presented by the U .S.S.R ., asking for im m ediate disconti

nuance of atom ic tests, or a t least the suspension of such tests.

T he am endm ent was lost, and  thereafter the Commission adopted the Indian  resolution unanimously 
which reads as follows :

“  T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,

considering tha t the R ed Cross has always striven and continues to strive to relieve 
hum an suffering w hether in peace or war,
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considering th a t it has always stood for the cause of world peace,
hereby recalls the resolutions adopted by the X V III th  International Conference a t 

T oronto  in 1952, an d  also by the Board o f Governors of the League of R ed  Cross Societies a t 
Oslo in 1954,

appeals once again to all the countries of the world,
to accept the principle th a t w ar is no solution to any problem  and thereby pledge 

themselves to renounce it,
to intensify their efforts to bring about general disarm am ent,
particularly to adopt measures which will a t all times effectively protect hum anity  from 

the terrible consequences of the use of incendiary, chemical, bacteriological, radioactive or 
other such agents ” . i

M adam  Chairm an, I  beg to move the adoption of this resolution.

M r . T C H IK A L E N K O  (U.S.S.R., R ed Cross)— M adam  C hairm an, Fellow delegates : As the R apporteur 
o f  the Commission on In ternational H um anitarian  Law pointed out, the question th a t was included in  the 
Agenda of our Conference was form ulated in  the following m anner: “  Prohibition of N uclear W eapon Tests ” . 
But to our great regret we m ust state th a t in  the resolution subm itted to this Conference there is not a single word 
to  the effect th a t our Conference is in  favour of the prohibition of such tests, and it is this problem , exactly, 
th a t seems to us to be the central and most vital problem  of our time. This is the problem  th a t causes concern 
am ong millions of people in  the world, and in m y opinion—and here I w ant to express the opinion of the 
Soviet delegation— the Conference has no right to keep silent on this problem.

We know th a t throughout the world a m ovem ent has been developing for the prohibition of atom ic and 
nuclear weapon tests. T he parliam ents of a  num ber o f countries and  the governments of so m any countries 
have declared themselves in favour o f the prohibition of atomic and  hydrogen weapon tests. I f  all the people 
who are present here rem em ber how the discussions in  this connection are developing, they will realise how m any 
speakers expressed their sym pathy for the resolution of the Japanese delegate, the object of which was prohibition 
o f  atomic and hydrogen weapon tests.

T he Japanese delegate in his statem ent, presented a t the sitting of the Commission, gave us a num ber of 
facts and  cited a  num ber of examples showing the dreadful consequences resulting from the atom ic and  hydro
gen weapon tests. As we all know, the m ain principle of the R ed Cross O rganization is to give assistance to all 
people, to m itigate hum an suffering irrespective of all considerations. W e know th a t m any people suffer from the 
tests of nuclear and  hydrogen weapons which are being continued. A nd once more, I w ant to state here th a t it 
is our duty to delcare ourselves for the prohibition of such tests, so th a t we can pu t an end to the suffering of the 
people. I f  our Conference does not take a definite stand, if it does not declare itself for the prohibition of atom ic 
an d  hydrogen weapon tests, it will unwittingly take the side of those states and governments who proceed from 
different considerations, and do no t w ant to introduce the im m ediate prohibition of such tests w ithout a num ber 
o f stipulations.

Proceeding from its past statements, the Soviet delegation wants to subm it to the Conference once more 
the am endm ent which was already subm itted by it to the H um anitarian  In ternational Law Commission. 
W e hope th a t this am endm ent will have your support. We propose th a t the resolution should be concluded 
by the following words :

“ to agree on the im m ediate discontinuance of atomic and hydrogen weapon tests or a t least on suspen
sion of such tests ” .

O u r stand is clear to everybody and if  we add this am endm ent to our resolution, 100 million of the rank and file 
o f the m em bers of the R ed Cross will understand th a t in  taking such a stand we w ant to pu t an end to innum erable 
sufferings the people have to undergo as a  result o f such tests. T hank  you.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— M ay I have a copy of the am endm ent or would you b e  good 
enough to read it here; does anybody else w ant to speak?

P r o f . M E V O R A H  (Bulgaria, R ed Cross) (original French)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and  Gentle
m en: T he other day we voted in favour of the resolution subm itted by the U .S .S .R . delegation ; we shall do the 
same now, and  I hope to be able to persuade you th a t this am endm ent should be accepted ; I hope so, bu t I am  
constantly aware of some bitterness which makes me feel th a t my hope is somewhat vain. Nevertheless I shall 
try. W hy is this resolution so difficult for us to accept? W hat are we actually trying to do? Merely to add 
a  word of appeal to governments to reach agreem ent on banning tests of nuclear weapons. W hat arguments
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have been adduced against this proposal ? W e have simply been told th a t this is a m atter which verges on 
politics. But M adam  C hairm an, fellow delegates, we have been here for a long time and  over a  period of several 
days we have seen th a t we cannot divorce ourselves entirely from politics; to a  g rea ter or lesser extent we are 
bound to be involved in them , b u t o f course I  shall not engage in any propaganda; o f course, I  will no t say th a t 
one political system is better than  another, bu t when I  say th a t nuclear w eapon tests should be forbidden, well 
then  I am  verging on the political field. W e are told: “  Leave questions of politics for the U nited  Nations 
T h a t, of course, is a  m uch more appropriate forum, and  I  do not deny th a t the U nited  Nations has the righ t 
to discuss, to strive and to endeavour to  come to some agreem ent, b u t I  should like to  suggest th a t this Conference 
should assist the U nited Nations in  its efforts by m aking an  appeal, an  appeal by m ankind to those institutions 
to  act quickly and to act in a positive m anner, because we are w eary of these negotiations which have been going 
o n  for years, while the atm osphere continues to be poisoned more and  m ore every day.

Ladies and  Gentlem en, the second objection which has been addressed to us is th a t we are m eddling in  
m atters w hich do not concern us. I  would then say, why do you agree to paragraph  5 or 6, w hich states th a t 
we are appealing for an  intensification of efforts to  achieve general disarm am ent? Is th a t not a  m atter for the 
U nited Nations or its specialized agencies ? Is th a t not a  m atter of politics ? W hat we are asking for is the same 
thing on a m uch larger scale—we propose th a t the N ational Societies should be urged to intensify their efforts 
to persuade the governments to listen to the voice of m ankind so th a t they m ay realize th a t it would be far better 
to hasten disarm am ent, for the burden  begins to be too heavy for the population and, as you know, guns w hich 
are loaded tend to go off of their own accord. I f  we can ask all the Societies to intensify their efforts, then why 
cannot we also ask the same Societies to m ake urgent appeals to all governments to cease nuclear weapon tests 
w hich could do incalculable dam age. (I do not know w hether or not the  Japanese delegate is right, bu t he 
has told us th a t he is not absolutely certain th a t the atm osphere would become poisoned, bu t th a t in  any case 
it is dangerous.) Well, I  will say: “  I t  is dangerous ”  and  I do not w ant m y children and  grandchildren to be 
poisoned by this atm osphere w hich I should like to rem ain  as pure as it has been so far in  this Conference.

T hank you, M adam  Chairm an.

M r . IN O U E  (Japan, R ed Cross) (original French)—M adam  C hairm an, Ladies and  Gentlem en: I 
should like to  clear up one point concerning the reason why the Japanese delegation w ithdrew  its draft am end
m ent w ith a  view to obtaining unanim ous approval for the Ind ian  proposal. T h e  reason is th a t in  our opinion 
the Conference and this decision are no t in  themselves objectives, they are means to an  end and  if  this resolution 
is to carry any weight, it  is essential th a t it be adopted unanimously. T h e  question is not w hether or not we are  
completely satisfied w ith the Ind ian  resolution; it is th a t the resolution, even if  it is lim ited in  scope, should 
be m ade effective and  im plem ented, th a t it should be seriously taken into account by the governments. T h a t is 
the point I  w anted to make.

T hank  you, M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—Now there is an  am endm ent to the  resolution also. Does 
anybody else w ant the floor?

(The Ecuador delegate held up his hand.)

T hen, I  think we can carry on the discussion tom orrow m orning. We adjourn till 10.00 a.m . tomorrow.
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SIXTH PLENARY MEETING

November 7, 1957

SU M M A R Y  :— r e p o r t  o f  c o m m is s io n  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n it a r i a n  l a w  ( c o n t in u e d ) — i t e m  7 o f  a g e n d a :

REPO RT OF MEDICO-SOCIAL COMMISSION— STATEMENT BY REPRESENTATIVE OF INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF

MILITARY MEDICINE AND PHARMACY— ITEM 8  OF AGENDA: REPO RT OF GENERAL COMMISSION— ADOPTION OF

RESOLUTIONS CONTAINING VOTES OF THANKS BY TH E CONFERENCE TO TH E INDIAN AUTHORITIES AND INDIAN

RED CROSS.

The meeting was called to order at 10.00 a.m. by the Chairman, Rajkumari Am rit Kaur.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—W hen we adjourned yesterday, we were on the question of the 
sixth resolution which had  been placed before the Conference, and to w hich the delegate of the U .S.S.R . had 
subm itted an  am endm ent.

I  believe the delegate from Ecuador is the  next speaker on the list. I  would like to  appeal to all delegates 
who w ant to  speak on this resolution to be as brief as possible, and  I  th ink there will come the tim e when I  shall 
have to  close the discussion, because this m atter was thoroughly talked about in  the Commission on In ter
national H um anitarian  Law.

D r . M E R IN O  G RIJA LV A  (Ecuador, Government) (original Spanish)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies 
and  Gentlem en: I  did not imagine a t the end of our work in the Commission th a t any delegation would subm it 
to  the plenary m eeting an  am endm ent w hich m ight re-open the debate on a  m atter which had  already been 
discussed a t such length by the International H um anitarian  Law Commission. W hen the question of the  
protection of the civilian population was discussed, all argum ents were exhausted, and we would therefore have 
thought th a t this m atter had  already been examined to  the full.

I  would ask, M adam  Chairm an, th a t the discussion o f this m atter should not be prolonged any further 
because otherwise we shall devote as m uch tim e again—or perhaps even more—to this question in  plenary 
session. I  believe th a t we have come to the end of our patience, tolerance and eloquence, and  we should be 
m ore practical, m ore sincere and  more truthful in  speaking of R ed Cross matters.

T hank  you, M adam  Chairm an.

H .E . M r . PAN T Z U -L I (People’s R epublic of China, G overnm ent)— M adam  Chairm an, Fellow-Dele- 
gates : W e consider th a t the  Ind ian  draft resolution from the H um anitarian  Law Commission on the protection of 
civilian population is a contribution to peace. However, in  order to m ake this draft resolution m ore complete, 
we consider th a t it is necessary to have a  resolution on the prohibition of the testing of atom ic and hydrogen 
weapons.

As a hum anitarian  organization, the R ed Cross has a responsibility not only to alleviate the suffering of 
m ankind bu t also to try  its utm ost to prevent all possible sufferings. T h e  prohibition of atom ic and  hydrogen 
weapons is not only necessary for protecting the health  of our generation and  the next generation from suffering 
from  the harm ful effects o f radioactivity, b u t it is also an  im portant step in defending world peace. Therefore, 
the R ed Cross Societies have the responsibility of urging their respective governments to stop or suspend the 
testing of such weapons.

T he Chinese delegation entirely supports the am endm ent subm itted by the Soviet delegation on this 
resolution, and hopes th a t the  Conference, in  order to satisfy the desire for peace on the part o f the members of 
the R ed Cross Societies of the various countries, will pass the Soviet am endm ent.

Maj. Gen . R A O  (India, Governm ent)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en : O n  behalf o f the 
delegation of the Governm ent of India, I  would like to say th a t we are in  agreem ent w ith the substance of the 
Soviet am endm ent. O n  the other hand, the original resolution was passed unanimously by the Commission, 
and  it will, therefore, be m ore appropriate, if  the Soviet am endm ent were moved as a separate resolution. We, 
therefore, suggest to the Soviet delegation th a t they m ight consider this proposal even a t this late stage.

H .E . M r . S C IL IN G O  (Argentina, G overnm ent)— M adam  C hairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en: T h e  resolu
tion which is now under discussion, th a t is to say, to which the Russian delegation has subm itted an  am endm ent,
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was discussed a t g reat length, thoroughly thrashed out and  was finally adopted unanimously. As a m atter of fact, 
it  was rightly interpreted as representing a  great step forward in  the sense of a collective understanding.

T he resolution adopted covers everything. So I  plead w ith the Soviet delegation no t to plunge us into a  
sterile discussion, and to w ithdraw  the proposed am endm ent.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I am  not going to allow any m ore speakers on this resolution. 
I  will pu t the am endm ent o f the Soviet delegation to the vote : M ay I  read it out as it has not been circulated ? 
T h e  am endm ent is to add  another paragraph  after the resolution as it stands :

“ And agree to the im m ediate discontinuation of atom ic and  hydrogen weapon tests or a t least on 
suspension of such tests ” .

W ill those in favour o f this am endm ent please raise their hands ?
Twenty-seven delegations raised their hands.
W ill those against the adoption of the am endm ent please raise their hands ?
Sixty delegates raised their hands.
Abstentions ?
Eleven delegates raised their hands.
T he am endm ent is lost.
I  now pu t the  resolution as it stands, to the vote.

( The resolution was carried unanimously with none against and no abstention.)

M r . BEER (R apporteur)— M adam  Chairm an, for technical reasons, point 8 on the agenda o f the 
In ternational H um anitarian  Law  Commission, the Argentine resolution on distribution o f relief, was presented 
to the Commission before point 7.

T he representative of A rgentina informed the Conference th a t his first resolution had  been revised by his 
delegation, in  collaboration w ith the H aitian, Chilean, Peruvian, Ecuadorian and  U ruguayan delegations.

This resolution was adopted by the Commission w ithout opposition. I  now proceed to read it.
“  T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,

considering it necessary to ensure m axim um  efficiency and equity in the distribution of 
relief supplies in the event of internal disturbances,

declares th a t relief supplies of all types m ust be distributed equitably am ong the victims 
by the N ational R ed Cross Society, w ithout hindrance on the p a rt of the local authorities;

considers th a t, in the event o f the N ational R ed Cross Society being unable to come to 
the assistance of the victims, or whenever it m ay be deemed necessary or urgent, the In te rn a 
tional Com m ittee of the R ed Cross should take the initiative of distributing relief supplies, in 
agreem ent with the authorities concerned,

requests authorities to give the R ed Cross every facility in carrying out relief actions ” .

I  beg to move the adoption of this resolution.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—T here are 1 1 3  votes for the adoption of the resolution, none 
against and no abstentions. The resolution is carried.

M r. BEER—T he last day of the Commission’s activities was devoted to point 7 on the agenda “ R eunion 
of Families.” A resolution covering the "general aspects of this subject had been proposed by the C anadian 
R ed  Cross. A nother resolutioti o f a  general nature, concerning the possibilities for persons living in  foreign 
countries to re tu rn  to their hom eland was tabled by the Japanese R ed Cross. Resolutions concerning specific 
subjects under this heading were tabled by the H ungarian  R ed Cross delegation and the delegation of the 
R ed Cross of the Republic of Korea.

O n point 7a, the C anadian resolution, the C anadian delegation rem inded the Commission of the resolu
tion of the Toronto Conference on reunion of families, separated by the last world war. T he C anadian delegate 
has had  the personal satisfaction to follow m any cases w ith several R ed Cross Societies, especially in Central 
and  Eastern Europe which had m ade great efforts to show th a t they w anted to act on the resolution. These 
Societies were thanked by the C anadian  delegate, who then proceeded to state the reasons for the need of a new 
resolution.

Several delegates spoke in  favour of the C anadian  proposal, am ong those the representative of the British 
R ed  Cross, who offered an  am endm ent in  order to make the special interest o f the m inor child one of the m ain
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reasons for the decision as to where it  should be perm anently settled. After a  discussion, i t  was suggested th a t this 
am endm ent m ight make it m ore difficult to  reach a  unanim ous decision, and  the British delegate w ithdrew her 
am endm ent.

Previously the Japanese delegate had  w ithdraw n , his resolution on the understanding th a t the C anadian 
resolution covered w hat he had  w anted to express. T h e  resolution was adopted w ithout opposition. I  will now 
proceed to read this resolution :

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference o f the R ed  Cross,
considering th a t as a result o f w ar, in ternal conflicts and other events a large num ber 

o f persons, both adults and  children, are still separated from  their homes and  from their 
families which have been dispersed, and

whereas m uch hum an suffering has been caused as a  result o f such separation, and 
whereas the X V III th  In ternational Conference o f the R ed Cross meeting in Toronto 

in  1952, by Resolution No. 20, has already recognized the N ational Socities of the R ed Cross, 
as “  natural intermediaries w ith their respective Governments to facilitate to the greatest extent 
the liberation of these persons, to seek inform ation concerning the fate of such persons and to 
facilitate the despatch to them  of m aterial re lie f”

reaffirms the principles enunciated in this resolution,
urges all N ational Societies and  Governments to intensify their efforts in  these m atters and, 

in particular, to facilitate by every means the reunion o f persons, both adults and  children, 
w ith their families in accordance w ith the wishes of such persons, and  in  the case of m inor children 
in  accordance w ith the wishes of the recognized head of the family no m atter where domiciled.

M adam  C hairm an, before I move the adoption o f this resolution which I  do now, I  w ant to inform the 
delegates th a t I  am  going to trea t in the final p a rt of m y report the questions under point 7b and  7c on the 
agenda, the resolution of the R ed  Cross o f the Republic o f K orea and  the H ungarian  resolution. This part o f the 
discussion should, therefore, in  my opinion, cover only the C anadian  resolution and I now beg to move its 
adoption.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— Is there anybody who wants to speak on this resolution?
As there is nobody, I  will pu t the resolution to the vote.

The resolution was carried with 106 in favour, none against and 6  abstentions.

This brings us to the last of the resolutions adopted by the Commission on International H um anitarian
Law.

M r . B EER —Now, I  will take up  the o ther portions of the report.

Item  7b, the question o f repatriation of H ungarian  children, was introduced by the delegate of the 
H ungarian  R ed Cross. D uring this presentation of a  question of specific interest for one country, the Chairm an, 
recalling his initial remarks, stated th a t this Commission was not a  court of justice, and  could therefore not accept 
evidence from any party. H e also repeated th a t he would rule out all political m atters introduced in  the 
debate.

D uring the following discussion th e  H ungarian  delegate am ended his resolution in order to make it more 
acceptable to the Commission. It was, however, rejected (37 votes against, 27 for and  21 abstentions).

Item  7c on the agenda was the resolution presented by the R ed Cross of the Republic of K orea on 
repatria tion  of K orean civilians.

After the presentation of the resolution by the representative of the R ed Cross of the Republic of Korea, 
a  statem ent was given on the m atter raised in the resolution by the delegate of the K orea Dem ocratic Republic. 
In  the ensuing discussion, where a  representative of the IC R C  informed the Commission of his organization’s 
efforts to obtain results in  this question, the C hairm an, supported by several delegates, expressed the wish th a t 
the two Societies should get together, taking advantage of the good offices of the In ternational R ed Cross 
Committee.

In  view of the discussion, the R ed Cross of the Republic of K orea w ithdrew its resolution, it being under
stood th a t its general aims were covered by the C anadian  resolution already accepted by the Commission.

T he delegate from the Japanese R ed Cross m entioned in this connection tha t his Society, for special 
reasons, would also like to take p art in these discussions.
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T he C hairm an concluded the m atter by expressing his personal opinion th a t difficulties between tw o 
R ed  Cross Societies should always be solved by direct contact between the parties concerned, and  he hoped 
th a t such discussions could take place during the present Conference.

This was the last m atter on the Commission’s agenda.
T he E thiopian delegate finally asked for the floor and  thanked the C hairm an on behalf of the Commission 

for his excellent m anner in leading the debate and  for his fairness and  friendliness w hich had  created the spirit 
of unity prevailing during the Commission’s meeting.

T he Chairm an, in  his final remarks, thanked the V ice-Chairm en of the Commission, the  Secretaries, the  
rapporteur and all delegates for their interest and  loyalty and  stated th a t the R ed  Cross spirit he had felt during 
the meetings would be one of the greatest and most positive memories from his work in R ed Cross.

This, M adam  Chairm an, concludes the business of the In ternational H um anitarian  Law  Commission.

M r . SL O PE R  (Brazil, R ed  Cross)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en: In  moving the adoption 
of the whole of the report o f the Commission on International H um anitarian  Law, I  wish to express the satis
faction of m y Society which, I  am  sure, is shared by all delegates present a t this Conference a t having given a  
unanim ous expression of the will of the Conference in  voting the resolution on the draft rules w ithout a  single 
dissenting voice. T his was the most im portant point on the agenda of our Conference and I  wish to associate 
myself w ith the words of Ambassador Ruegger, H ead of the Swiss Governm ent delegation, expressing the 
earnest hope th a t the Governments will give their careful and urgent attention to these draft rules. I  also 
express the confidence th a t certain omissions in  this draft will be m et w ith in  practice on the basis of answers 
received and work done by the International Committee ; and  we hope all Governments particularly  interested 
in  hum anitarian  law will be able to second the efforts of the R ed Cross, in order th a t these Rules m ay be sub
m itted to a  conference of Governments, so th a t an  international instrum ent can be prepared and  signed a t the 
earliest possible m om ent. W e earnestly hope th a t this will take place before our next In ternational Conference 
of the R ed Cross. I  formally propose the adoption o f the  whole of the report of the Commission w hich has been 
so ably and clearly pu t before this Conference by M r. Beer.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—T he adoption of the report has been moved and  I  take it  th a t 
the Conference is unanimously in favour of the adoption of this report.

M r . K Y U  H A  C H O I (Republic of K orea, G overnm ent)—Before adopting the report w hich was compiled 
by the H um anitarian  Law  Commission, m y delegation wishes to express its thanks to  the Chairm an of the  
Commission and the Fellow-delegates for their jo in t efforts to m ake these fine reports.

However, taking this opportunity, I  would like to  m ake it clear th a t m y delegation wishes to reserve 
certain rights on certain problems. M y delegation is generally in  favour of voting for the adoption of this 
report which is now before this Conference. T h a t is, the m atter regarding paragraph  2 of page 8 of the docu
m ent before us. I t  is quite true th a t the representative of the R ed Cross Society of the R epublic of K orea w ith
drew  its draft resolution on the problem  of repatriation of certain Koreans, who are not in the southern p a rt of 
K orea. W hen the delegate of the K orean N ational R ed  Cross Society w ithdrew  his draft resolution, if  my 
m emory is correct, the leader of the R epublic of K orea N ational R ed Cross m ade it clear th a t she w ithdrew it 
on the specific understanding th a t w hat was contained in the  K orean draft resolution was generally a n d  clearly 
covered by the C anadian resolution w hich was previously adopted by the H um anitarian  Commission.

Therefore, I would like to m ake it clear once again th a t the m ain reason why the R epublic of K orea N ational 
R ed  Cross Society w ithdrew the resolution was because of the specific understanding th a t the K orean resolution 
was fully covered by the C anadian resolution and  also because of the remarks m ade by certain  delegates— 
Ja p a n  and  other delegations—th a t it does not have any effect on the future action of the R epublic of K orea 
N ational R ed Cross Society. I would like to have this point placed in  the record of this Conference. W ith  
this understanding, m y delegation would like to support this report.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I will ask the R apporteur to reply to the point raised by the 
delegate from the Republic of K orea.

M r . BEER— M adam  Chairm an : We have heard during the five days of discussion about two hundred 
speeches in  the Commission on H um anitarian  Law. T he contents of these speeches are in  the report before you—  
eight pages. I t  is, therefore, natural th a t we have not been able to cite word for word w hat was said by these 
200 speakers. We have in  this case even m entioned the resolution w ithdraw n and the m ain reason why it was 
w ithdraw n. We have also stated th a t not only have verbatim  reports been taken of w hat was said during the
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Commission—bu t all th a t has been said has also been taken down on tape records and  will be available for final 
transcripts. W e have also had  the advantage of having the Press present a t the Conference m aking a complete 
coverage o f w hat happened during the Commission’s work. I, therefore, th ink  th a t w hat is m entioned in  the 
repo rt covers w hat the representative of the R epublic of K orea has said. W hat was said now and w hat was said 
by his colleagues during the debate will all be covered by the verbatim  reports. I, therefore, think th a t the 
m atte r is covered by the procedure we have followed both here and during the Commission’s work.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I  hope th a t satisfies the delegate from the R epublic o f  K orea. 
I  now take it th a t the report is adopted unanimously.

The report was adopted unanimously.

We now go on to the next item  —No. 7. T he report of the M edico-Social Commission. I  will ask one 
o f  the three R apporteurs to come to the floor.

D r . F L O R E L IU S  (R apporteur)—T h e M edico-Social Commission held seven meetings on the 29th, 
30th, 31st of O ctober and  1st and  2nd of November.

T h e  first m eeting was called to order on 29th o f O ctober a t 10.00 a.m . T he election of the Chairm an, 
five Vice-Chairm en, three R apporteurs and  four Secretaries gave the following results :—

C hairm an: 

V ice-Chairm en :

D r. Irene Dom anska (Poland)

Sir Peter M acC allum  (Australia)
D r. Ib rah im  Shawky (Egypt)
Prof. G. Ferri (Italy)
D r. O ctav ian  Belea (Rum ania)
Prof. A. von Albertini (Switzerland)

R apporteurs : D r. Sten Florelius, C hairm an of the
H ealth  Advisory Com m ittee of the
League of R ed Cross Societies (Norway)

D r. A bbas Naficy (Iran)
D r. E. M . Alip (Philippines)

Secretaries: D r. Z. Hantchef, D irector of the League’s Medico-Social Bureau
Miss Yvonne H entsch, D irector o f the League’s Nursing Bureau 
M r. Charles Schussele,.Director of the League’s Ju n io r R ed Cross Bureau 
M r. M elchior Borsinger, Representative of the In ternational Com m ittee o f the 

R ed  Cross

A D rafting Com m ittee was set up  w ith the following members :

T h e  C hairm an, the  three R apporteurs and  the four Secretaries.

Representatives from the following countries took p a rt in  the meetings of the Commissions :

A ustralia, Belgium, Bulgaria, C anada, C am bodia, Ceylon, Chile, Cuba, People’s R epublic o f China, 
Czechoslovakia, D enm ark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, France, G hana, G erm any (Dem ocratic 
R epublic), G erm any (Federal R epublic), H aiti, Holy See, Ind ia , Indonesia, Iran , Israel, Italy, K orea 
(Dem ocratic Peoples R epublic), K orea (Republic of), Laos, Lebanon, M ongolia, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, M alaya, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, R um ania, Sudan, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, T hailand , U kraine, U .S .S .R ., U nited  K ingdom , U .S.A ., V iet-N am  
(D em ocratic R epublic), V iet-N am  (Republic of), Venezuela, Yugoslavia.

M oreover, representatives o f the following international organizations also took p a rt :

In ternational Council of Nurses, W orld H ealth  O rganization, In ternational Com m ittee o f M ilitary 
M edicine and  Pharm acy, W orld M edical Association and  the International S tandardization 
O rganization.

T h e  daily average o f attendance a t the meetings ranged between 70 and  80 people, representing 45 to 50 
countries a t each meeting.

1. The draft agenda was unanimously approved as follows :

(1) Election o f the C hairm an, V ice-Chairm en, R apporteur and  Secretaries.
(2) R eport o f the In ternational Commission for M edical Equipm ent.
(3) Role of the N ational R ed  Cross Societies as auxiliaries to the public authorities in  time of peace and 

in tim e of war.
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(a) Medico-Social Field (first aid, establishment of hospitals, blood transfusion, m aternity  and  
child welfare, public health  education, nutrition, etc.)

(b) Nursing (organization, recruitm ent and training of professional and  auxiliary personnel etc.)
(c) Ju n io r R ed Cross (organization— developm ent o f health  and  protection of life and  health  

program m e training of future R ed Cross leaders—collaboration w ith educational authorities, e tc .). 
In  addition, the Commission appointed a  D rafting Committee composed o f the Chairm an, the 
three rapporteurs and  the four Secretaries.

2. REPORT FROM TH E INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

T he jo in t report from the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross and  the League of R ed Cross Societies 
on this subject covering the period since the X V III th  In ternational R ed  Cross Conference was unanim ously 
approved, and the Medico-Social Commission decided to recom m end a draft resolution to the  X lX th  In te r
national R ed Cross Conference. Both the report and the draft resolution were supported by the representative 
o f  the In ternational S tandardization O rganization.

3 ( a ) ROLE OF T H E  RED CROSS SOCIETIES AS AUXILIARIES TO TH E PUBLIC AUTHORITIES IN TIME OF

PEACE AND IN TIME OF W AR

Introducing the m atter the C hairm an asked the D irector of the League Medico-Social Bureau, 
D r. H antchef, to give a short exposé of w hat has been achieved by the League in this field. D r. H antchef 
referred to the Commentaries of the League of R ed Cross Societies on Item s on the Agenda o f'the Conference, 
pages 12-35 (English Edition) concerning the Medico-Social field (first aid, establishment o f hospitals, blood trans
fusion, m aternity and  child welfare, nutrition, public health  education).

In  their remarks m any delegates laid particular stress on the im portant part played by their respective 
N ational Societies in m aintaining health, by instructing the public in  the protection of life and  health, in  first 
aid  training, including accident prevention, and in elem entary nursing care. D r. Florelius pointed out the 
interest of the various reports presented and requested the Delegates present to send their reports to the Secretariat 
o f the League, unless the information contained therein had  already been published in the reports subm itted 
by the N ational Societies members of the League, to the  X lX th  International R ed Cross Conference.

In  the discussion about first aid, the representative from the U.S.A. drew  the attention to the so-called 
“  m outh to m outh ”  m ethod of artificial respiration, particularly efficient when used on children between 0 
and 4 years, and suggested th a t the Secretariat of the League inform N ational Societies of the technical and 
scientific developm ent of this and other m ethods of artificial respiration, and  to request N ational Societies to 
report to the Secretariat of the League on their experiences in this field.

U nder the discussion on blood transfusion services, the Netherlands R ed Cross Society was thanked for the 
generous gifts of dried plasma m ade through the League to sister Societies. T he Commission appealed to  
N ational Societies producing plasma to follow the outstanding example of the Netherlands R ed Cross Society 
and  place a t the disposal of the League dried plasm a from surplus stocks. T he representative of the Swiss 
Governm ent expressed willingness to do so. Several delegates supported the remarks m ade by the Am erican 
R ed  Cross delegate on the fact tha t old people in  the future will m ake up a considerably higher percentage o f 
the population. Considering this, it was suggested th a t N ational R ed Cross Societies be aware of this problem  
when planning their future work, both as regards old people in  institutions and  service to them  in their homes. 
Social welfare work for old people should, it was thought, include services to and  by the ageing thus enabling 
them  to contribute to com m unity service. Service to the m entally ill, inside and  outside hospitals was also 
referred to as a very im portant activity for N ational Societies.

T he Alliance of R ed Cross and R ed Crescent Societies of the U .S.S.R . laid particular emphasis on the 
im portan t role which N ational Societies could play in  m aternal and  child welfare and  this was supported by o ther 
delegates and by the representative of the In ternational U nion for Child Welfare.

T he Danish R ed Cross delegate pointed out the advantages of the use of the Jlannellograph in various 
educational programmes and announced tha t a copy of the D anish R ed Cross flannellograph m aterial dealing 
w ith nutrition was on show a t the Conference Exhibition. Copies in English could be ordered through the  
D anish R ed Cross.

A num ber of delegates stressed the im portance of the general public being educated in first aid and on o ther 
aspects of health, to  the effect th a t they should be able to take care of themselves and of each other. M any 
delegates agreed w ith the point of view expressed by the Yugoslav representative underlining the im portant role 
th a t was being played by the N ational Societies in the field of health education.
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I t was stressed on m any occasions during the meetings th a t all the above suggestions should be considered 
in  close co-operation w ith  local health  authorities.

Considering the difficulties for various Societies in  getting enough funds for carrying through special 
activities, the Swedish delegation suggested th a t experienced R ed Cross Societies “  adopt ”  sister Societies w ith 
a  view to helping them  in general o r in  special activities—for instance by placing experts a t their disposal for 
in itiating pioneer projects or by offering hospitality to  study visitors from sister Societies.

G eneral F. D aubenton, Medico-Social Advisor to the League Secretariat, addressed the m eeting in a  most 
inspiring way, outlining the future developm ent of the Medico-Social activities of the League and  of N ational 
Societies. General D aubenton was requested to publish his comments and to distribute same to the Societies.

Col. Brig. M euli, delegate from the Swiss G overnm ent reported th a t his Governm ent distributes to every 
soldier a pam phlet on first aid  and health. This pam phlet also includes a sum m ary of the Geneva Conventions 
an d  of the R ed  Cross principles.

T he booklet is handed out in 30,000 copies every year and  will be of the greatest im portance for the 
education of the public in first aid  and in spreading knowledge about the Geneva Conventions and the R ed 
Cross. I t  is reckoned th a t in  a  few years’ time all families in  Switzerland will possess a copy of this pam phlet, 
an d  thus also a synopsis of the Geneva Conventions.

T he delegate from Ind ia  recalled the basic principles adopted by the Board of Governors of the League in 
1950 concerning R ed Cross activity in  the field of public health, stressing th a t such activities should (a) not 
overlap w ith o ther similar activities, (b) be “ p ilo t”  or pioneering projects w hich could be later handed to 
governm ental authorities; (c) be undertaken only if  they can be m aintained a t a high standard.

T he representative of the W orld H ealth  O rganization drew attention to the interest which his organization 
took in  the work of the N ational Societies in  preventive medicine. H e was convinced th a t the  success of any 
program m e in this connection depended on enlightened co-operation on the part o f the public, which the R ed 
Cross was particularly well placed to secure.

4. T he Medico-Social Commission had  before them  a draft resolution from the C uban delegation 
concerning m ental health  program m es suggesting “ T o set up  w ithin the League a  coordinating section or com
mission for the prom otion and encouragem ent of m ental health  work by the m em ber societies ” .

Since no C uban delegate was present, the C hairm an asked Dr. Florelius to subm it to the Commission the 
said draft resolution. D r. Florelius explained th a t to create the suggested “ section ”  or “ commission ”  would 
seem unnecessary. Resolution No. 18 from the Board of Governors’ m eeting in M onaco in 1950 and Resolu
tion No. 32 from the X V III th  In ternational R ed Cross Conference a t Toronto as well as the Medico-Social 
w ork carried out by the League since the Board of Governors’ m eeting in Oslo in 1954 were recalled, and  the 
Commission was rem inded th a t the C hairm an of the H ealth  Advisory Committee of the League, in co-operation 
w ith  the League Secretariat, m ay call upon specialists in different fields o f m edicine as consultants. T he 
Commission agreed th a t in this way assistance to N ational Societies in  the m ental health  field was sufficiently 
taken care of, and appealed to N ational Societies to intensify their activities in this field.

A t the  end of the m eeting, and in  thanking the Chairm an for her conduct of the Commission’s delibera
tions, Sir Peter M cCallum  representing the A ustralian R ed Cross, com m ented on the procedure of the 
meetings of the M edico-Social Commission. Sir Peter m ade several constructive suggestions w ith a  view to  
organizing the said Commission’s work a t the In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross in a way th a t would 
allow  for real discussion on the items of the agenda and  for fewer statem ents describing the various activities of 
N ational Societies, w hich in any case appeared in the reports subm itted to the  Conference. Sir Peter’s remarks 
a re  annexed to this report.

O n  the basis of the reports from the different countries, upon the discussions a t the meetings o f the 
M edico-Social Commission, and upon the various appeals and  proposals m ade by representatives from different 
countries, I have the honour, on behalf of the Medico-Social Commission, to  present to the X lX th  In ternational 
R ed  Cross Conference nine draft resolutions concerning the Medico-Social field as considered under point 3(a) 
o f  the Agenda.

M ay we go w ith the resolutions a t once, or shall we proceed w ith the other two sections of the M edico- 
Social Commission’s report ?

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—You may propose the resolutions now.

D r . FL O R E L IU S —T he International Commission for M edical Equipm ent: I beg to move:
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T h e X IX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
having taken cognizance of the jo in t report of the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross 

and  the League of R ed Cross Societies on the In ternational Commission for M edical Equipm ent, 
considering th a t these two Organizations have reached the conclusion th a t whilst the 

work of this Commission had  proved extremely difficult in the past, this is no longer the case, 
other specialized organizations now being in a  better position to undertake these tasks, 

recommends tha t the Commission be dissolved,
further recommends th a t the International Committee and the League continue to follow 

problems connected with medical equipm ent for civilian and m ilitary use and  inform N ational 
Societies of progress in these fields, a t the same time rem aining in close contact w ith the compe
tent international technical organizations and national health  authorities.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

TECHNICAL AID

T he X IX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
taking note of the report from the M edico-Social Commission requests the Secretariat 

o f the League of R ed Cross Societies,
to study the reports from the National Societies sent to the Conference and  also the re

m arks m ade during the Medico-Social Commission’s meetings by various Societies upon their 
activities in the sphere of medico-social, welfare, nursing and Jun io r R ed Cross work,

to urge National Societies to continue reporting to the League Secretariat upon experi
ence gained in this field,

to intensify the technical assistance program m e of the League through the planning, 
w ithin the framework of financial possibilities, courses or seminars on special activities suitable 
for pioneer work or pilot projects in those Societies which need and  request them , request those 
N ational Societies which already m ay have gained experience in a particu lar field, to help through 
the League Secretariat other Societies where the said activities are under developm ent through 
receiving study visitors or sending out instructors and field workers for guidance,

requests the League Secretariat to continue distributing inform ation and  directives for 
work in special fields either spontaneously or upon request, in order tha t the League Secretariat 
m ay rem ain an  effective interm ediary and  service body to N ational Societies— keeping in 
m ind the universality of the R ed Cross principles.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

RED CROSS RELATIONS W ITH  GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES, GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

IN TH E MEDICO-SOCIAL FIELD

T he X IX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering w ith satisfaction the developm ent over recent years of the working relations 

between the Secretariat of the League of R ed Cross Societies, the W orld H ealth  Organization, 
and other governmental and  non-governm ental international organizations,

recognizing the im portance of these contacts in bringing about coordination of activities 
and  in m aking the best use of the available resources,

recalling the terms of the resolutions adopted on this point by the Board of Governors of 
the League in  1946 and by the X V IIth  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross in 1948, 

recommends the development of existing links between the League and these organiza
tions on both the international and the regional level, 

suggests to N ational Red Cross Societies
I. to develop their relations with the regional and national offices of these organiza

tions in order to ensure that the best possible use is being m ade of R ed Cross resources in terms of 
personnel, professional and auxiliary, as well as of equipm ent, and th a t the largest possible 
participation be encouraged of R ed Cross volunteers of all categories in carrying out medico- 
social activities of particular interest to the area under consideration,

II . to make contact w ith the com petent governm ent services in order to ensure closer 
co-operation on the national level and  thus coordinating the program m e of activities.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.
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BLOOD TRANSFUSION

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering the increasingly im portant role of transfusional therapy in medical and sur

gical practice,
considering tha t blood requirem ents impose new burdens on the community, hence the 

necessity for an  ever-increasing num ber of blood donors,
recalls the Resolutions concerning this subject adopted by the X V IIth  In ternational 

Conference of the R ed  Cross a t  Stockholm in 1948 (Resolution No. 47) and by the 21st Session 
o f the Board of Governors of the League a t M onte Carlo in 1950 (Resolution No. 15),

considering the recommendations of the m eeting organized by the League in 1956 be t
ween various international organizations interested in  problems of blood transfusion on the 
standardization and  inter-changeability of m aterial, biological standardization, stocking of 
equipm ent, training of staff and recruitm ent of blood donors,

welcomes the actions undertaken by N ational Societies in  regard to the development of 
blood transfusion services and  the establishment of reserves of dried plasma and blood protein 
fractions for use in the event of epidemics, disasters or conflicts,

emphasises the im portance of close cooperation on the national level between the R ed 
Cross and the authorities in the organization of blood transfusion services,

confirms the desire th a t the principle of the free gift and  receipt of blood be as far as 
possible universally applied,

calls upon N ational Societies to continue to draw  public attention to the im portance of 
this medico-social problem  and to contribute to the civic and  hum anitarian  education of the 
com m unity in  this connection,

requests the Secretariat of the League to  continue to encourage and to assist the N ational 
Societies in their blood transfusion and blood donor recruitm ent programmes, by m aking avail
able inform ation based on the experiences of sister Societies, and by encouraging m utual assis
tance and the exchange of technicians and  scholarship holders between National Societies.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

P R E V E N T IO N  O F ACCIDENTS

T he X lX th  International Conference o f the R ed Cross,
considering the growing num ber of accidents a t home, in  schools, a t sports, on the streets 

and  a t work, which are tending to become an  increasingly im portant cause of death  and  dis
ablem ent amongst adults and  children,

noting the work of the H ealth  Advisory Committee and  of the Jun io r R ed Cross Advisory 
Committee, as well as the publications issued by the Secretariat of the League of R ed Cross 
Societies,

bearing in  m ind the im portance of coordinating the activities of adult and  Ju n io r R ed Cross, 
welcomes the num erous initiatives taken in various countries to prevent accidents, by 

the public services and  specialized bodies, as well as by the National R ed Cross Societies and  
their Ju n io r Sections,

draws the attention of Governments and N ational Societies to the urgent need for 
measures to decrease the causes of accidents and for education of the public in general, and 
young people in particular, in order to promote a greater safety consciousness on the p art of 
the trained first aiders and the general public,

requests the N ational Societies to study means whereby practical co-operation with public 
o r private bodies concerned w ith accident prevention m ay be undertaken or developed, 
specially in educational institutions,

requests the League Secretariat to continue its work on the prevention of accidents in 
order usefully to advise National Societies.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

H E A L T H  ED U C A TIO N

T h e X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
recalls the basic principles adopted by the Board of Governors of the League in 1950 a t 

M onte Carlo, recom m ending th a t National Societies undertake activities which can be



considered either as pilot or pioneering projects or th a t are necessary to fill gaps in  the existing 
public health  services,

reaffirms Resolution No. 15 adopted by the 23rd Session of the Board of Governors of the 
League in  1954 a t Oslo,

draws the attention of N ational Societies to their responsibilities in  the field of health 
education and  to the need of pioneer work or pilot projects :

(a) to develop health education as an  essential component of all R ed Cross medico-social 
and  educational activities

(b) to promote health education pilot projects in hospitals, outpatients clinics, health 
centres, blood donor centres, nursing services, etc.

(c) to utilize home nursing courses as a m edium  through which to foster health  education
(d) to use fully the m any possibilities offered by the Ju n io r R ed Cross to pu t health

education into practice through the health and  service programmes
(e) to undertake preparation, testing and evaluation of visual teaching aid m aterial adap 

ted to m eet local habits and customs
emphasises the value of carefully-planned field studies, research and experim ental 
programmes,

stresses the need for N ational Societies to employ, whenever possible, full-time health  
education specialists (medico-social workers) :

(a) to give technical leadership and coordinate these various R ed Cross activities in 
the respective countries

(b) to supervise the training in the principles and methods of R ed Cross work w ith pro
fessional and  auxiliary health  workers, school teachers, etc., to keep the standard 
as high as possible

requests the League Secretariat to give technical help to N ational Societies in the 
planning and  expansion of their health  educational programmes and  w ithin the framework of 
financial possibilities to organize international and  regional seminars bringing together repre
sentatives of N ational Societies from various professions and prom oting the exchange of tested 
health education materials..

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—T here will be the usual ten minutes adjournm ent now for 
people to have a little refreshment.

After recess.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—T he meeting is now called to order. I  will ask the rapporteur 
to  continue reading the resolutions.

V O LU N TA R Y  A U X IL IA R Y  R E D  CROSS PE RSO N N E L

D r . FL O R E L IU S  (Rapporteur) — I beg to move the following resolution :
T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,

considering th a t one of the fundam ental responsibilities o f N ational Societies is to supple
m ent governm ental action by providing authorities w ith additional qualified staff, professional 
and auxiliary:

underlines the need for establishing the closest possible co-ordination between N ational 
Societies and the com petent authorities in planning and  conducting in each country the activi
ties necessary for the m aintenance of health in  th a t country;

invites N ational Societies to increase their efforts in  encouraging a wide participation 
of voluntary auxiliary personnel in the various R ed Cross activities such as first-aid, disaster 
relief, health education, nursing, blood transfusion, care of the handicapped and old people, 
m ental health  services, nutrition, fight against alcoholism and social welfare, particularly in the 
field of m other and  child care;

invites N ational Societies to ensure th a t the training of all their voluntary and auxiliary 
personnel includes not only the necessary technical instruction bu t also detailed inform ation 
about the R ed Cross, its means of action, nationally and internationally, and the rights and 
obligations of its members,

underlines particularly the need for N ational Societies to train  auxiliary personnel for 
work in disaster relief operations, such training to stress the im portance of the hum an factor in
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the relations between R ed Cross workers and  the public and to include some knowledge of the 
psychological and social factors liable to influence such relations,

recommends tha t governm ents consider the efforts of the R ed Cross, taking into account
its experience on the in ternational level, and encourage its pioneer work as well as its traditional 
activities and  relief work, whilst respecting its guiding principles of im partiality and independence.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— Since nobody has raised any objection, I  take it th a t this 
resolution is passed unanimously.

•Now we proceed to the report o f the M edico-Social Commission on nursing. I  will ask D r. A. Naficy to
come up to  th e  rostrum  and  present his report.

H . E. D r . N A FIC Y  (Iran , R ed Lion and Sun) (original French)— M adam  C hairm an, Ladies and 
G entlem en: I have the honour to subm it the second p art o f the report o f the M edico-Social Commission, relating 
to  item  3b o f the Commission’s agenda: “  Nursing (organization, recruitm ent and train ing of professional and  
auxiliary personnel, etc.) ” .

T he Medico-Social Commission devoted its fourth meeting on 30th O ctober, 1957, more particularly to 
the consideration of Nursing from the aspect o f the role of N ational Societies as auxiliaries of the Public H ealth 
authorities in tim e of peace and in  time of war. A t the request o f the Chairm an, Miss Yvonne Hentsch, D irector 
o f  the League of R ed Cross Societies’ Nursing Bureau, introduced the subject by draw ing the delegates’ 
attention to the working documents distributed to them , nam ely the report of the In ternational Committee of 
the R ed Cross, the  commentaries of the League on the questions on the Conference’s Agenda, and  the docum ent 
on  1 H om e Nursing ’, prepared by the League. These documents, which had  been prepared in agreem ent 
betw een the International Committee of the R ed Cross and  the League, had  been drafted prior to the most recent 
session of the League’s Nursing Advisory Committee in Ju n e  1957. Miss Hentsch emphasized th a t a t tha t session 
the Committee had  taken up certain  m atters of interest to the Medico-Social Commission, in  particular health 
education and  the participation of nursing personnel in disaster relief operations. T he N ational Societies would 
find the recom m endations form ulated on this subject in  the R eport of the Nursing Advisory Committee approved 
on 25th O ctober last by the Executive Committee of the League. As to the  docum ent on ‘ Hom e Nursing ’ 
it  should be considered as an  initial attem pt to establish a com parative table of the activities of National Societies 
in  this connection. I t  is suggested th a t N ational Societies send to the League Secretariat additional information 
or corrections to  this docum ent. Miss H entsch’s remarks gave rise to m any favourable and  very justified com
ments on the excellent work performed by the Nursing Bureau and particularly by its Director.

T he general discussion on item  3(b) of the Commission’s agenda was opened by Miss Anny Pfirter, H ead 
o f the M edical Personnel Section and of the W ar D isablement Section of the International Committee of the 
R ed  Cross. In  subm itting the In ternational Com m ittee’s report, Miss Pfirter rem inded the Commission tha t 
one of the Com m ittee’s duties explicitly stipulated in  its Statutes is “ to contribute, in  view of conflicts, to the 
p reparation  and developm ent of medical personnel and me.dical equipm ent, in co-operation with the R ed Cross 
organizations, the medical services of the arm ed forces, and other com petent authorities ” . In  order to help 
the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross to carry out this task, Miss Pfirter asked the members o f the 
Commission to furnish the Com m ittee w ith any relevant inform ation as to the m anner in which it could assist 
N ational Societies, especially as regards the organization of voluntary medical services in time of war, and  the 
recruitm ent and training of the different categories of professional and auxiliary personnel required. Miss 
Pfirter raised the question as to w hether the assistance of the IC R C  should take the form of the despatch 
o f delegates to the  spot, o r of the organization in  Geneva, of a course for leading m embers o f the N ational 
Societies’ voluntary medical personnel, where general questions relating to such personnel could be studied. 
Several delegates, after having rem inded the Commission th a t the organization of R ed Cross voluntary medical 
services in tim e of w ar was dependent on agreements concluded with the m ilitary authorities of each country, 
proposed th a t each N ational Society be requested to examine the m atter with these authorities. I t  was also 
stressed tha t if  courses or seminars were to be organized to study this question, they would have to consider the 
problem  in the light of needs both in norm al times and in time of war. For this reason, the Commission finally 
decided in favour of seminars, to be organized in Geneva by the League of R ed Cross Societies and the In ter
national Com m ittee of the R ed Cross.

M any delegates emphasized the im portant role played by their N ational Societies in the training of nursing 
personnel of various categories. From  their statem ents it appeared th a t while only some N ational Societies 
themselves run  nursing schools, m any of them  take an  active part in the training of voluntary auxiliary nursing 
personnel, such as, for example “  R ural Nurses ”  in Bulgaria, “ Active H ealth  W orkers ” in the U .S.S.R . and 
“  V olunteer Nurses Aides ” in the U.S.A.
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T he delegate of the Am erican R ed Cross subm itted a proposal urging N ational Societies to work in  close 
collaboration w ith their respective national nursing organizations w ith a  view to assisting in  the recruitm ent of 
well-qualified nursing students, to contributing generally in interpreting to the public the need for standards in 
nursing and in  inviting professional nurses to take an  active p art in  the train ing and  organization of volunteer 
auxiliary nursing personnel as recom m ended by the League Advisory Nursing Committee.

T he representative of India, in  referring to the recom m endations of tha t Committee, expressed her satis
faction th a t the League of R ed Cross Societies was endeavouring to m aintain close relations w ith the Florence 
N ightingale In ternational Foundation. She also stressed, as d id  in fact m any other delegates, the im portance 
of ‘ H om e Nursing 1 instruction as an  efficient means of health  education.

Several delegates declared themselves in favour o f an  exchange of nursing personnel am ongst N ational 
Societies, and furtherm ore requested th a t the num ber of visits to N ational Societies by League delegates be 
increased, so far as the financial means available allowed thereof.

At the end of the discussion on Item  3(b) of the Agenda, concerning ‘ Nursing ’, the Commission adopted 
an  im portant resolution which I have pleasure in subm itting for the approval of the X lX th  International 
Conference o f the R ed Cross.

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
recognizing th a t nursing is essential to the developm ent o f health  program m es ; tha t 

various types of nursing personnel are needed to ensure the quantity  and quality o f nursing 
services required to m eet the needs in  any country;

recommends th a t N ational Societies offer to their nursing personnel o f all categories, 
professional and auxiliary, the necessary basic and continued preparation  to  enable each category 
to render optim um  service in  their respective responsibilities;

stresses in  particu lar the need for such preparation  to include detailed instruction on 
the rights and  obligations of nursing personnel who, in time o f conflict, enjoy the protection 
o f the R ed Cross emblem, as provided for in  the  G eneva Conventions ;

further recommends th a t agreements be concluded between the N ational Societies and 
the civilian and m ilitary authorities, laying down in advance the respective responsibilities 
of each in  the training of voluntary health  personnel and in the organization of the necessary 
health  services in  time of conflict or o f na tu ra l disaster;

expresses the hope th a t seminars be organized in  Geneva under the sponsorship o f the 
League of R ed Cross Societies and  the In ternational Com m ittee o f the R ed  Cross where 
those in charge of organizing voluntary R ed  Cross health  services for emergency work m ay 
receive special instruction from the two in ternational organizations of the R ed  Cross, on the 
m atters w ith which each is com petent to deal ;

furtherm ore, bearing in m ind the recommendations of the Nursing Advisory Committee 
of the League, and  recognizing the great opportunity for N ational Societies to assist in  raising the 
standards of nursing through close collaboration w ith national nursing organizations;

recommends th a t N ational Societies assist in the recruitm ent of well qualified nursing 
students; th a t they contribute in m aking known to the public the need for professional standards 
in  nursing as set up by the In ternational Council of Nurses; and  help w ith the selection of quali
fied candidates who can receive scholarships w ith a view to preparing themselves for leading 
work in  various aspects of nursing education and service ;

recognizing also th a t professional nurses have been of great assistance in  helping to develop 
programmes for volunteer nurses’ aids ; invites National Societies to request the active partici
pation  of professional nurses in decisions regarding the needs for volunteer nurses’ aids, as well 
as in  defining the functions they should perform in setting up training courses for the instruc
tors w ith the assistance of the Nursing Bureau of the League ; and  giving continued guidance 
to and  supervision of the program m e;

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— The Resolution is adopted unanimously, I  will now ask 
D r. Alip to present the th ird  p a rt of the report.

D r . A L IP (R apporteur)—As your R apporteur and delegate from the Philippine R ed Cross, I have the 
honour to present the R eport o f the Medico-Social Commission on item  3c—Jun io r R ed Cross.

T he Medico-Social Commission, under the Chairm anship of D r. Domanska (Polish R ed Cross), devoted 
its 5th meeting on O ctober 31, 1957, and p a rt of its m eeting on the following day, to a study of the program m e 
of activities and  organization of the Jun io r R ed Cross from the aspect of the general them e of the X lX th
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In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross, and the general questions subm itted for the Medico-Social Commis
sion’s attention.

W hile regretting th a t no Ju n io r R ed Cross Commission had been established a t the present Conference, 
it was all the more encouraging to note th a t over 80 delegates and num erous observers took an  active p art in 
our discussions. Among them  were seven directors of national Ju n io r R ed Cross sections and several officials 
w ithin our movement, who gave a  lively and  optimistic tone to our discussions.

T he Medico-Social Commission noted w ith satisfaction the work accomplished by the League’s Ju n io r 
R ed  Cross Advisory Committee a t its meetings held in 1953, 1955 and 1957, w hich covered the basic problems 
o f the organization and the program m e of activities of the Ju n io r R ed  Cross, and  therefore approved the proposal 
subm itted by M r. Schussele, D irector of the League Ju n io r R ed Cross Bureau, to confine the present meeting to 
two m ain questions:

1. T he Ju n io r R ed  Cross and the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions.

2. W elcoming of form er m embers of the Ju n io r R ed  Cross into the adult R ed Cross which for several 
years has been called the problem  of “  bridging the gap ” .

After these few prelim inary remarks, I should like to say th a t the very active D irector of the League Jun io r 
R ed  Cross Bureau im m ediately revealed new horizons in  his introduction by stating th a t he was acting in  full 
agreem ent w ith M r. Louis Verniers, Adviser, and D r. Fehr, Chairm an, of the League Ju n io r R ed Cross Advisory 
Committee.

In  his speech, which showed both feeling and  vigour and w hich m et w ith the unanim ous approval o f our 
Commission, M r. Schussele laid stress, in  particular, on the following points:

W hereas the R ed Cross was born on a battlefield, the Ju n io r R ed Cross was born  in the calm  o f peace; 
it was a perm anent m anifestation of peace and the true ideal of m utual understanding and peace.

A t first sight it seemed paradoxical to assume th a t the Ju n io r R ed Cross could be associated w ith an 
essential activity of the R ed Cross in  tim e of war, the “  Protection of the Civilian Population ” .

Nevertheless, the  young people of 1957 who live in an  era of the greatest technical progress the world 
has ever known— who also live in a  world w ith w hich they are becom ing increasingly fam iliar and  who are 
the first to be affected by a universal state o f anxiety and  unrest—wish to be more closely associated with 
the whole of the work and  the m ajor problems of the R ed Cross in  tim e of peace as in  time o f war.

Article 144 of the Fourth  Convention of Geneva (1949) makes it incum bent on the Governments tha t 
have ratified it to  spread knowledge of the spirit and letter of the Conventions am ongst the  population of which 
obviously young people form a  large category. T here is of course no question of including instruction in  the 
provisions of all the Geneva Conventions in the  school curricula—the aim  is to teach and  spread the spirit of 
these Conventions. T he program m e of the Ju n io r R ed Cross adapted to present day needs and interests of 
young people, can be the instrum ent for the achievem ent of this aim.

Finally, young people are burning w ith the desire to serve the R ed Cross ideal more efficiently; they are 
longing to devote their tim e and  energies to it, w hether it be a  question of local community, national or in ter
national service. Confidence m ust be shown towards them  and  they m ust be increasingly associated in  all 
R ed  Cross activities and  responsibilities. I t  was in this positive a ttitude th a t an  extensive discussion took place 
am ongst the  delegates of the N ational Societies of the  following countries :

Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Ceylon, Chile, Republic of K orea, D enm ark, G erm any (Democratic 
R epublic), G erm any (Federal R epublic), G reat Britain, H aiti, India, Indonesia, Italy, Luxem burg, New 
Zealand, N etherlands, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, R um ania, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, 
U .S .S .R . and  Yugoslavia.

T heir reports and  observations included am ong others the following points :
recent and original activities of National Ju n io r R ed Cross Sections in  the three spheres of: protection 

of health  and life, service and international friendship;
participation of the Ju n io r R ed Cross in relief actions of the ad u lt R ed Cross, including in time of

w ar:
diffusion of the Geneva Conventions am ongst young people ;
establishment of a  ‘ bridge ’ between the Ju n io r R ed Cross and  the A dult R ed  Cross.

This exchange of views enabled the Commission to examine the two m ain questions m entioned above
w ith full knowledge of all pertinent facts.

1. TH E JUNIOR RED CROSS AND TH E DIFFUSION OF TH E GENEVA CONVENTIONS

T he Commission unanimously adopted two draft resolutions, on the basis of M r. Schussele’s report and
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after further study of m atter. T he first, which was in general terms, is more particularly intended for the 
Governments, the Ministries of Public Instruction, the teaching profession and  educators in general.

T he second, which is addressed to the N ational Societies, sets forth the practical means suggested by the 
Commission to ensure wide publicity to the Geneva Conventions and  above all to cultivate a  spirit o f compassion 
and  hum anity in young people.

These two draft resolutions are sufficiently explicit and  do not need explanation as to their background 
and their details. I should like simply to emphasise the vital and  educational character o f these proposals.

2. WELCOMING OF MEMBERS OF TH E JU N IO R RED CROSS INTO TH E ADULT RED CROSS

An extensive discussion took place on this problem  of the “  bridge ” which the various bodies of R ed Cross 
have been concerned w ith for over 20 years, bu t on which no really satisfactory results have been achieved. I t  
is for this reason th a t in  a  brief, bu t pressing, draft resolution the Commission once again draws the attention 
of the N ational Societies and the League to this basic problem , w hich m ight be sum m arized in  the following 
query: “  Does the R ed Cross desire to preserve the confidence, enthusiasm and  active cooperation of the young 
generation ? ”

In  response to a moving appeal by M rs. Ind ira  G andhi (N ational U nion of Child Welfare) in  favour of 
millions of children in  distress, the Commission submits a  draft resolution inviting the N ational Sections of the 
Ju n io r R ed Cross to intensify their service actions for children in  distress to a large extent on the local, national 
and  international levels.

Finally the Commission expresses its satisfaction o f the very active work carried out by the League Ju n io r 
R ed Cross Bureau, especially in so far as concerns the expansion of international study centres, technical missions 
and  study visits, and the assistance furnished to new N ational Sections o f the Ju n io r R ed Cross.

I t  is in this atm osphere of hope and confidence th a t I  have the honour to subm it for your consideration 
and approval the following four draft resolutions unanim ously adopted by the M edico-Social Commission.

YOUNG PEO PLE AND TH E GENEVA CONVENTIONS

T h e X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering th a t Article 144 of the Fourth  Geneva Convention of 1949 makes it incum 

bent on the Governments which have ratified th a t Convention to m ake known the letter and 
the spirit thereof to the whole population;

considering th a t it is urgent to educate the young generation in  the spirit of the Geneva 
Conventions, and recalling in  this connection Resolution No. 9 o f the X V th  In ternational 
Conference of the R ed Cross held in Tokyo in  1934;

considering th a t the N ational Societies and their respective jun io r sections should take 
an  active part in  publicising the G eneva Conventions,

considering tha t the essential aim  of the Ju n io r R ed Cross program m e is to prom ote a 
spirit of peace and  understanding and to inculcate in  children and adolescents respect for 
hum an dignity;

Recommends :
(a) th a t the N ational Societies approach their respective Governm ents in  order th a t 

the Ju n io r R ed Cross m ay be considered by the M inistries o f Education and Public 
Instruction as one of the most efficient means of publicising the Geneva Conventions 
amongst children and adolescents;

(b) th a t in negotiations w ith the Governments, the N ational Societies endeavour to 
obtain space in  the school curricula for the history and  aims o f R ed  Cross and  for 
the basic principles of the Geneva Conventions;

(c) th a t the League of R ed Cross Societies, in  agreem ent w ith the In ternational 
Committee of the R ed Cross, take the necessary steps w ith U N ESC O  and the 
In ternational Bureau of Education, which jo in tly  organise annual conferences on 
Public Instruction, w ith at view to the question of “ T he School and the Publicising 
of the Geneva Conventions ”  being included on the agenda of one of the next 
Conferences on Public Instruction.

PRACTICAL MEANS OF SPREADING KNOWLEDGE OF TH E GENEVA CONVENTIONS AMONG YOUNG PEO PLE

T he X lX th  International Conference of the  R ed  Cross,
considering th a t there is an  urgent need to cultivate in  the younger generation the ideal 

o f peace and respect for others ;
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considering th a t the Geneva Conventions constitute a sound basis for social education; 
invites N ational Societies to examine the possibilities and to take—as a  m atter of urgency 

—  practical action to achieve this aim  ;
recom m ends in  particular, th a t in  N ational Ju n io r R ed Cross Section publications 

and  in  the “ Ju n io r R ed Cross News L etter ” , published by the League of R ed Cross 
Societies, a column be perm anently devoted to the history of the R ed  Cross and the Geneva 
Conventions;

th a t radio and television broadcasts dealing w ith the same questions be regularly 
organized ;

invites the In ternational Com m ittee o f the R ed Cross and the League of R ed Cross 
Societies to  examine, w ith N ational Societies, the possibilities of producing one or more films 
for Juniors covering the history, subject m atter and  aims of the Geneva Conventions;

recom m ends th a t a  future In ternational R ed Cross D ay have as its them e “  Youth and 
the Geneva Conventions ” ;

recommends th a t In ternational Ju n io r R ed Cross Study Centres be used, on an  experi
m ental basis, for studying this question ;

recom m ends th a t the  In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross and the League of R ed 
Cross Societies issue informative publications suitable for children and  young people, dealing with 
the  history of the R ed Cross and  the fundam ental principles of the Geneva Conventions.

JU N IO R RED CROSS ASSISTANCE TO CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

T h e X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
recalling Resolution 27 adopted by the X V III th  In ternational Conference o f the Red 

Cross held a t Toronto in 1952;
regarding with the deepest concern the acute distress o f millions o f children and young 

people;
recom m ends th a t N ational Societies invite their respective Ju n io r Sections to intensify 

their m utual service activities a t the local as well as a t the  national and international levels;
invites the Secretariat o f the League of R ed Cross Societies to suggest programmes along 

these lines to N ational Societies and  to  supply them  w ith the m axim um  inform ation w ith a  view 
to ensuring the success o f such activities.

WELCOMING OF YOUNG PEO PLE INTO TH E ADULT RED CROSS

T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
recalling Resolution No. 11 of the  X V th  International Conference of the R ed Cross held 

a t  Tokyo in  1934 and  Resolution No. 40 o f the X V III th  Conference held a t  Toronto in  1952;
recognizing th a t it is im perative th a t form er Jun io r R ed Cross m embers be enthu

siastically welcomed into the ranks o f the adu lt R ed Cross;
aw are th a t action in  this respect has been inadequate and has not m et w ith the success

anticipated;
considering th a t N ational Societies m ust enlist the younger generation in  order to ensure 

the success o f the ir work, and  th a t young people are capable of assuming w ider responsibilities; 
recom m ends:
(a) th a t N ational Societies, as a m atter of urgency, examine ways and  means o f solving 

the problem ;
(b) th a t the League of R ed Cross Societies give wide publicity to all initiative taken 

by N ational Societies w hich is likely to improve this situation.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I shall now pu t these Resolutions to the vote.

The four resolutions were then adopted unanimously.

W e now have two general resolutions w hich have been pu t before us, and  I  will ask Lt.-Gen. F. D aubenton 
to speak.

L t .-G e n . D A U B EN TO N  (League of R ed  Cross Societies)—T he remarks I am  going to make on the two
resolutions from  the M edico-Social Commission th a t rem ain are based on w hat I  said a t the meeting of the
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Commission which, as you have seen in  the report o f D r. Florelius, will be published as soon as possible probably 
in a series o f documents.

As regards the first draft resolution No. 13, I  m ight m ention two corrections to be m ade in the French and  
English texts. Instead of the words, “  Requests the Secretary-G eneral of the League ” , it should be “  Requests 
the League ” , A similar correction has to be m ade in the French text. I think the resolutions are clear and they 
speak for themselves.

As m entioned in the last paragraph, the first effort m ust be m ade by the Secretariat to obtain the assistance 
of the N ational Societies. T he second one is th a t before any request is m ade, a proper plan o f operation m ust 
be draw n up and  subm itted to one of the international organizations th a t exist, and  if the international orga
nizations and Foundations could give large contributions to  this kind of work, then the new Societies will be 
greatly benefited. T he new Societies are in  need of funds for both secretarial staff and  expert staff, am ong their 
own nationals, and  it will be of great help to the new Societies, if  they can have visits from  experts of the League 
or from other such experts bodies.

As for secretarial staff, th a t is certainly a  question where we have to approach the national Societies. 
Generally speaking, the Foundations do not give funds for the  developm ent of the secretarial staff, particularly 
paid staff. As for the second group, th a t is, experts to tra in  people not only in first aid  bu t in  o ther activities 
also, which aim  a t im proving the health  conditions in  the country, there these new Societies have got the possibility 
o f receiving assistance from  these international Foundations. This also applies to medico-social activities, 
nursing and  Ju n io r R ed Cross activities.

T h e  younger Societies have requested m ore than  once, th a t some of their nationals should be trained in  
R ed Cross/Crescent work and  therefore should visit as “  stagiaires ”  the  League and  other N ational Societies. 
Good candidates are often available bu t the financial facilities for such training are lacking (travel etc.).

I have in  m ind th a t the funds requested from these Foundations, should be particularly earm arked for the 
carrying out o f such projects.

This appeal applies equally to M edico-Social, Nursing and  Ju n io r R ed  Gross activities.

In  order to  save time, I feel th a t these remarks would be sufficient.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— M ay I take it th a t the Conference is in favour of this resolution 
on Special Financial Aid to N ational Societies ? ........... I  take it th a t it is unanim ously passed*.

L t .-G e n . DA U BEN TO N  (League of R ed Cross Societies)— I  do not th ink it is necessary to refer to the 
resolution passed a t Toronto  in  connection w ith the m oral and  spiritual efforts th a t the R ed  Cross is expected to 
m ake towards international fraternity  etc. To save time, I  shall take th a t for granted.

W e have left out in  the d raft resolution the words “ cold w ar”  and “ tension” , w hich I had  m entioned also 
in  my address to the Commission. W e all know th a t a  great deal o f the cause for any tension is in  the medico- 
social sphere. W e also know th a t the U .N . realises this, and  for this purpose, it has set up  international organiza
tions to fight against these causes.

I  m ay perhaps add  th a t a t m any of the Conferences of these international bodies, the League was represen
ted on behalf of the societies. A nd particularly, during the last few years, I had  the honour to  represent the 
League a t meetings like the ECO SO C , including the sections on Technical Assistance, H um an  Rights, Social 
and Economic Conditions.

W e have the feeling, w hich has been expressed specifically in  certain  of their resolutions, th a t the U .N . 
and  their official organizations request m ore and  m ore the assistance of non-governm ental organizations. 
Speaking of non-governm ental organizations, I  think, in  the  first place, o f the League of R ed  Cross Societies 
and  the N ational Societies in general. T he International R ed Cross has one of the m ost im portant positions 
in  this respect.

Some time ago the Secretary G eneral m ade a  statem ent a t the N .G .O . Conference for the Eradication 
o f Prejudice and  Discrimination, w here he declared th a t there was no necessity for the League to vote, as the 
fundam ental principles and  the very existence of the R ed Cross and  R ed Crescent Societies were based on non
discrimination.

W e should pu t ourselves a t  a  level above any other In ternational O rganizations, be supra-national, ex
cluding the possibility th a t any politics could creep in.

A t the opening of this Conference Pandit N ehru asked us: “  W hat are you doing in  times of cold w ar ! ” .

* See resolution 33, p. 161
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in  1950 we passed a resolution “ to work actively for the m aintenance of an  enduring peace” , and  in 1952, 
to  be “ not only a  m aterial force serving hum anity”  bu t above all, a  m oral and  spiritual force uniting the world 
in a common spirit o f brotherhood.

W e have the resolutions—bu t mere resolutions are not enough.

Perhaps, it is better to show th a t we have extended our medico-social work in the field of m ental health.

Therefore, I  m ake the appeal th a t not only should we participate in this fight against hunger, m alnutrition, 
alcoholism, unsanitary housing and  other social evils, bu t we should also start work in the field of individual and 
social m ental health, which includes a cam paign against very m any misunderstandings mostly based on ignorance.

T he result of this ignorance is prejudice, discrim ination and completely out of date ideas about races. I  
fully realise the difficulties th a t there are in connection w ith this fight for m ental first aid. Some 40 years ago I 
started to  assist in physical first aid. M any had  in  those days the feeling th a t it would be impossible, even doctors. 
Now th a t we have seen the success of those efforts, also am ongst thousands and  thousands of people very often 
illiterate—now th a t we have been able to talk to them  about blood corpuscles, blood circulation, respiration etc.— 
it m ust be also possible for us to  talk to the world about the out-of-date ideas of blood and race, and to give them  
some idea of genes and genetics.

As regards physical first-aid, physical prevention of accidents, we have different patterns in different 
Societies, and  the League is always willing to co-ordinate and m ake information available for anybody who 
wants to know w hat a sister Society does. We have no definite patterns, we only have to study a t League head
quarters the work done in the N ational Societies. But it m ust be possible to draw  up in different parts of the world 
booklets for m ental health  as well as has been done for the physical first-aid and  which have been improved 
continuously w ith very great success up to now.

A t the same time, we should not forget th a t there are victims of these evils and  they should be particularly 
treated  and helped by appropriate R ed Cross methods.

I  suppose, M adam  Chairm an, I  have covered the subject.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—Does any delegate w ant to speak? .............  Nobody wants to
speak.

Do I take it th a t the Resolution is adopted unanimously ?

The Resolution is unanimously adopted.*

General D r. Voncken, Secretary G eneral of the International Committee of M ilitary M edicine (Observer) 
w ants to say a few words.

D r . V O N C K E N  (International Committee of M ilitary M edicine and  Pharm acy) (original French)— 
M adam  C hairm an: I  would like to thank you for the great honour w hich you have conferred upon me in 
authorising me to  say a  few words from  the rostrum  of the  X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross.

Ladies and  Gentlem en, in  m y capacity as Secretary General o f the In ternational Committee of M ilitary 
M edicine and  Pharm acy, it is a  pleasant duty for me to express my gratitude for the tangible results which your 
work has had  for our activities. In  particular, I  would like to thank the In ternational Committee of the R ed 
Cross, w hich has given us constant support and  fruitful co-operation. In  a  most pertinent resolution, you have 
emphasized in the report of the Commission on International H um anitarian  Law the im portance which you 
a ttach  to the independence of the m edical profession and thereby you have acknowledged the need for an 
in ternational medical code. No one realises better than  a m edical officer in  the  arm ed forces th a t this inde
pendence of action by the m edical profession is an  essential condition for helping the wounded. I t  is w ith the 
sole purpose of ensuring assistance in all circumstances for the victims of conflicts th a t we doctors insist on having 
the unconditional right to perform our duties. Ladies and  Gentlemen, you have adopted a text relating 
the free exercise of the m edical profession, and  this is perhaps the most essential chapter of the international 
m edical code now under consideration in our great organizations, the W orld M edical Association and  the 
In ternational Committee for M ilitary M edicine and Pharm acy. In  the nam e of the latter, which I  have the 
privilege to represent here, I should like to express m y gratitude and also the hope tha t, through our combined 
efforts, we shall succeed in  persuading States to  recognize the necessity of proclaiming and ensuring respect 
for the independence of action by the m edical profession, particularly in tim e o f war.

T hank  you, M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—Now we have finished consideration of the report presented to 
the Conference by the M edico-Social Commission, and it has been adopted after consideration and passing of

* See resolution 34, p. 161
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resolutions. W e now go on to the report of the G eneral Commission and  I will ask the rapporteur, M . V aillan- 
court, to come up to the rostrum , and present his report. I understand the report has not been able to  be 
circulated to the delegates, bu t you have a list o f resolutions, and you will listen to the report as it is read  by 
the rapporteur.

M r . V A IL L A N C O U R T  (R apporteur) (original French)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en : 
I  have the honour to present the report of the G eneral Commission. I would like to draw  your atten tion  to 
docum ent P  24 which contains the list o f the resolutions subm itted by the G eneral Commission for approval.

Election o f the Bureau:
C hairm an: G eneral A. E. M artola, Finnish R ed  Cross

Vice-Chairm en : Countess of Limerick, British R ed Cross
M r. J .  T . Nicholson, A m erican R ed Cross
H . E. A. A. H ekm at, R ed Lion and  Sun of Iran  
Lt. G eneral A. G. V an  der K roon, Netherlands R ed Cross 
Col. Soem am o Sosroatmodjo, Indonesian R ed Cross

T h e  Commission com pleted its B ureau as follows :

Secretaries : M r. H enry  D unning, for the  League
M r. Pierre G aillard, for the IC R C

R apporteur: M r. Paul V aillancourt, C anadian  R ed Cross

T h e  G eneral Commission held three meetings : two on O ctober 29, and  the last on the m orning of O ctober 
30. T h e  Chairm an read the provisional agenda of the Commission, w hich was adopted.

Reports by N ational Societies : the Commission unanimously decided to  take note o f these reports, and  I 
would refer you to resolution No. 1.

REPORTS BY NATIONAL SOCIETIES

“  T he X lX th  In ternational Conference o f the  R ed  Cross,
having taken note of the reports subm itted by N ational Societies on their work, 
receives these reports, 
directs th a t they be filed,
thanks the N ational Societies which subm itted them .”

M adam  C hairm an, I  move th a t this resolution be adopted.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—T he first resolution is before the Conference. I  take it there 
is no objection to it and  it is passed unanimously.

M r . V A IL L A N C O U R T  (R apporteur)— M adam  C hairm an, I would like to  move for the adoption of 
Resolution No. 2 :

r e p o r t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m it t e e  o f  t h e  r e d  c r o s s

“ T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the  R ed Cross, having received the report of 
the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed  Cross on its work from  1952 to 1957, 

accepts this report,
thanks the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross for having subm itted it.”

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

Now, I  move for the adoption o f Resolution No. 3.
REPORT OF TH E LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

“ T he X lX th  International Conference o f the  R ed Cross, having received the report 
of the League o f R ed Cross Societies on its work from  1952 to 1956, 

accepts this report,
thanks the League of R ed Cross Societies for having subm itted it.”

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.
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Now, I  move for the adoption of Resolution No. 4.

REPO R T OF ACTION TAKEN ON T H E  RESOLUTIONS OF TH E X V III INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

OF TH E RED CROSS

T h e  X lX th  In ternational C onference o f the  R ed  Cross,
having received the report o f the In ternational Com m ittee o f the  R ed  Cross and  the League 

o f  R ed  Cross Societies on the action taken on the Resolutions of the X V III  In ternational Con
ference o f the R ed  Cross, 

accepts this report,
thanks the In te rna tiona l Com m ittee and  the League for having subm itted it.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

Now I move for the adoption of Resolution No. 5.

EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND

T h e X lX th  International Conference o f the R ed Cross,
having received the report o f the Empress Shôken Fund presented by the Jo in t Commis

sion of the International Com m ittee o f the R ed Cross and  the League of R ed Cross Societies, 
considering the proposal subm itted to it  by the Jo in t Commission in  the annex to its report, 

accepts the report,
thanks the Jo in t Commission for its adm inistration of the Fund,
Decides to am end the Regulations o f the Fund as follows:
1. A ddition of the  following sentence to  Article 2, paragraph  I, after the second 

sentence:
“  T he institution from  w hich the C hairm an is draw n shall also provide the Com
mission’s Secretariat for th a t same year ” .

2. A ddition o f a  new article 5-a as follows :
“  N ational R ed Cross Societies which feel obliged by circumstances to pu t the alloca
tions received to uses o ther th an  those specified in  their applications for grants under 
Article 4 m ust ask for the Jo in t Commission’s approval before doing so

3. A ddition o f a  new Article 5-b as follows:
“  T h e  N ational R ed  Cross Societies shall send to the Jo in t Commission, in due time, 
a  report on the use of the  allocations received

4. A m endm ent as follows to paragraph  1 of Article 8 of the Regulations:
“  Article 8.—T he Jo in t Commission shall present to each International R ed  Cross 
Conference a report on the financial situation o f the Fund, the allocations which 
have been m ade since the preceding Conference and  the use m ade o f those alloca
tions by the N ational Societies...........

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

I  now move for the adoption of Resolution No. 6.
AUGUSTA TRUST FUND

T h e X lX th  International Conference o f the R ed  Cross,
having received the report on the A ugusta T rust Fund subm itted by the In ternational 

Com m ittee of the R ed Cross, 
accepts this report,
thanks the International Com m ittee of the R ed Cross for its adm inistration o f the Fund.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

I  now move for the adoption of Resolution No. 7.

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MEDAL

T h e X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the report on the aw ard of the Florence N ightingale M edal subm itted 

by the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross,
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accepts this report,
thanks the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross for its adm inistration.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

I now move for the adoption of Resolution No. 8.

FOUNDATION FOR TH E INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF TH E RED CROSS

T he X lX th  International Conference o f the R ed Cross,
having received the report on the Foundation for the International Committee of the  

R ed Cross subm itted by the Council of this Fund, 
accepts the report,
thanks the Council for its adm inistration.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

I  move for the  adoption of Resolution No. 9.

COMMISSION FOR TH E FINANCING OF TH E INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF TH E RED CROSS

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference o f the R ed Cross,
whereas the Commission set up by the X V IIth  In ternational Conference of the R ed 

Cross in  its Resolution No. 8 has concluded its work and  subm itted its report,
whereas, according to this report, a num ber of N ational Societies have m ade regular volun

tary  annual contributions to the In ternational Committee and  whereas the continuation o f 
this suppor t and  contributions from  all N ational Societies are desirable, justified and  necessary, 

whereas, also, appeals are m ade by the International Committee to Governments which 
are members of the International Conference of the R ed  Cross in  accordance w ith the 
Resolution of the Diplom atic Conference held in  Geneva in  1949 and  the participation of 
N ational Societies in  passing on and supporting these appeals varies of necessity from country 
to country according to national custom, 

decides :
th a t the report of the Commission set up  by the X V IIth  In ternational Conference 

of the R ed Cross in  accordance w ith the above m entioned Resolution is approved,
th a t each N ational R ed Cross Society accepts its obligation as a  m em ber of the 

International R ed Cross to pay regular, voluntary, annual contributions to the  In ternational 
Committee,

th a t each N ational R ed Cross Society will continue to take such steps as it considers ad 
visable w ith regard to  financial appeals m ade to Governments by the In ternational 
Committee in  accordance w ith the above Resolution of the 1949 D iplom atic Conference.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

I  move for the adoption of Resolution No. 10.

SPECIAL FACILITIES

T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed  Cross,
considering the situation o f N ational Societies which have not been granted adequate 

facilities by their Governments to accomplish their missions such as :
(a) the granting of rap id  visas and  travel facilities to R ed Cross personnel going on 

official duty in a  foreign country w ith the agreem ent of the N ational Society of the  
country concerned;

(b) rapid transfer from  one country to another of funds for R ed  Cross work;
(c) rapid  movem ent free of charge of R ed  Cross m edical and  other relief supplies,

for disaster needs ;
(d) exemption from  custom duties and  other duties on R ed Cross relief supplies;
(e) exemption from taxes on fund-raising schemes in  aid of disaster relief;
urges N ational Societies once again to bring this m atter to the notice o f their 

Governments indicating to them  benefits already granted to a large num ber of N ational
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Societies and to request from their Governments th a t similar facilities be accorded to enable the 
Societies effectively to discharge their duties in  disaster relief.

The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

ADOPTION OF RUSSIAN AS A WORKING LANGUAGE OF TH E INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF TH E RED CROSS

T he U .S.S.R . delegation in proposing a modification of Article 16 o f the Rules o f Procedure of the In ter
national Conference of the R ed Cross, introduced the subject as follows :

“ As you know, in  m any international organizations, the U nited Nations included, Russian is a 
working language on the same level as English and  French. In  this connection, it m ay be considered tha t 
to recognize Russian as a  working language of the In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross would be of 
g reat practical advantage. I t  would greatly facilitate the work o f several R ed Cross organizations and  we 
wish to ask you to study the question of am ending Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure o f the In ternational 
Conference o f the R ed Cross w ith a view to the Russian language becoming a working language for the 
sessions of the Conference

T h e  Swedish delegation, while recognizing th a t delegates not speaking one of the official languages of the 
Conference found themselves a t a  disadvantage, nevertheless thought th a t the adoption o f an  additional language 
involved m any practical considerations of which there should be a thorough investigation, and  it  therefore proposed 
th a t the question be referred to the Standing Commission o f the In ternational R ed Cross for study.

T h e  Indonesian delegation thought th a t N ational Societies requesting the use o f an  additional language 
should bear the cost thereof.

T h e  Chinese delegation supported the Soviet proposal.

T h e  delegations o f the U .S.A., G reat Britain, France, Ind ia  and Iraq  supported the Swedish proposal.
T he Soviet delegation proposed a  vote on the principle of accepting Russian as a  working language when 

funds could be found to finance the additional cost; the Soviet delegate stated th a t there was no question of 
translating  documents into Russian.

W hen  the C hairm an p u t these two proposals to the vote, there were 8 votes in  favour of the Soviet proposal 
a n d  19 in  favour of the Swedish proposal. T he la tte r was adopted and  the question is therefore referred to the 
P lenary  M eeting w ith the recom m endation th a t it  be subm itted to the Standing Commission for investigation.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—There is no resolution on this item—adoption of Russian as a  
working language o f the In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross. I would like the C hairm an of the General 
Commission to give some suggestions to the Conference for their consideration.

G e n e r a l  M A R T O L A  (Finland, R ed  Cross) (original French)— M adam  C hairm an : T he General Com
mission d id  no t consider itself able to take a final decision on this m atter and it therefore submits the following 
recom m endation to the Conference :

“  T he question o f Russian as a  working language of the Conference should be referred to the Standing 
Commission for studying all the implications and  costs o f adding this additional language to the present working 
languages o f the Conference ” .

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—W ill the Conference accept tha t suggestion ? I hope there 
will be unanim ous acceptance o f it.

Accepted unanimously.

M r . V A IL L A N C O U R T  (Rapporteur) (original French)—Appeal on behalf o f Algerian refugees :
O n  behalf o f the delegations of Egypt, Sudan, Jo rdan , Syria and Iraq , the Tunisian R ed Crescent 

presented a  resolution asking for m aterial assistance to be given to Algerian refugees in  Tunisia and  Morocco. 
A fter adoption o f the am endm ents proposed by the French delegation, which were accepted by the sponsors of 
the draft resolution, and  w ith the support o f the delegations of Syria, Tunisia, China, the I.C .R .C ., Egypt and 
France, the resolution was unanimously approved.

I m ust point out th a t one word has been changed in  this resolution, in paragraph 4: the word “ declares ” 
should now  read “  considers ” . Shall I read the resolution, M adam  C hairm an?

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—I think it would be better if  you will be good enough to read 
the  resolution.
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M r . V A IL L A N C O U R T  (Rapporteur) (original French)—
“ T he X IX th  International Conference o f the R ed Cross,

considering th a t a large num ber of Algerians, the m ajority being composed of women, 
children and  aged persons who, fleeing from events in  Algeria, have taken refuge in Tunisia 
and  M orocco;

considering th a t the m ajority of these refugees, whose num bers are increasing daily, 
are absolutely destitute ; th a t the approaching severe w inter in  N orth  Africa will render still 
worse the living conditions of this mass of hum an beings who are  already homeless, under
nourished, w ithout sufficient clothing and  deprived o f all means of resistance against illness, 

considering th a t the assistance given by the Tunisian and  M oroccan Governments, the 
International Committee of the R ed Cross, the Tunisian R ed Crescent as well as other associa
tions anim ated by the R ed Cross spirit, is not sufficient to prevent the serious danger which 
threatens the existence of these innocent victims of the w ar:

considers th a t only an  effort of an  in ternational and  universal nature would be able 
to m eet the immense resources required to give assistance to these hundreds of thousands o f 
hum an beings,

guided by the hum anitarian  spirit w hich the associations composing it have so frequently 
shown during recent similar situations,

makes an  urgent appeal to the world for similar efforts to be m ade on behalf o f the 
Algerian refugees

M adam  Chairm an, I  beg to move th a t this resolution be adopted.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I find th a t the delegate from Syria wants to speak. I  m ay 
inform the Conference th a t the Chinese delegate also w anted to speak on this resolution, bu t he has been good 
enough to say th a t in order to save time he will not speak.

D r . CH A TTY  (Syria, R ed  Crescent) (original French)— M adam  C hairm an, Fellow-delegates, Ladies 
and  Gentlem en : In  the nam e o f Syria, which is fam iliar w ith the work of the I.C .R .C . and  sees, in the  world o f 
birds to  which reference has often been m ade here, the In ternational Committee as a  dove, bu t the dove about 
which Irv ing W ashington the great Am erican au thor wrote— the dove which succeeded in uniting the hearts o f 
an  A rab prince and  a  Spanish princess— I should like to express our thanks to the I.C .R .C . for its peace-loving 
and  reassuring activities in  all the events which are taking place in Algeria and  which we are all following w ith 
great concern.

T hank  you M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I  take it th a t the Conference adopts unanim ously this Resolu
tion.

The Resolution was unanimously adopted.

M r . V A IL L A N C O U R T  (R apporteur) (original French)—Autonomy of the N ational R ed  Cross Societies:

T he A rgentine delegation, seconded by the delegations of Chile, Peru, Ecuador and  U ruguay subm itted the 
following resolution :

“ T he X IX th  In ternational Conference o f the R ed  Cross reaffirms the principle of the 
independence of all N ational R ed Cross Societies from all State or G overnm ent control or 
interference ” .

In  presenting this resolution, the A rgentine delegation stated that, while it  was desirable to have close 
co-operation between a N ational R ed  Cross Society and its G overnm ent, which could provide certain facilities 
for the N ational Society in  accomplishing its R ed Cross duties, a  N ational Society should be autonomous and  
free of governm ent control as to its governing body and also the collection and  utilization of funds. T he 
Argentine delegation urged the adoption of this resolution. Several delegations questioned the necessity of 
restating an  accepted R ed Cross principle; the Egyptian delegation proposed tha t the resolution be am ended by 
adding “  w ithin the framework of national legislation ” . T he British delegation objected to any change in  the  
existing regulations and proposed th a t the phrase referring to State or G overnm ent control or interference 
be replaced by “ in conformity w ith Article 4 of the Conditions for the Recognition of N ational R ed Cross 
Societies ” , which had been adopted by the X V IIth  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross. Article 4 
specifies th a t a  N ational R ed Cross Society m ust “ be an  institution whose autonomous status allows it to  operate 
in  conformity with the fundam ental principles of the R ed Cross, as form ulated by the International R ed Cross
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Conference ” . T he Argentine delegation having agreed to this am endm ent, the Commission adopted the 
following resolution:

“  T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
reaffirms the principle of the autonom y of all N ational R ed Cross Societies in conformity 

w ith Article 4 of the Conditions for the Recognition of N ational R ed Cross Societies

M adam  C hairm an, I  beg to move the ádoption o f this resolution.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I take it th a t this resolution is unanimously passed ? {Applause.)

M r . V A IL L A N C O U R T  (Rapporteur) (original French)— In  concluding this report, I  wish to underline 
the excellent atm osphere which prevailed throughout the discussions in the G eneral Commission. T he fact 
th a t unanim ous agreem ent could be reached on certain delicate m atters is a satisfactory proof of the compre
hensive and  harm onious attitude adopted by all the delegations. Finally, I wish to rem ind the plenary session
th a t we have subm itted to it twelve draft resolutions which have been adopted, and also two recommendations ; 
the  first concerns the retention and  m embership of the Commission for the Financing of the I.C .R .C .; the second 
relates to the referral to the Standing Commission for further study of the question of the adoption of Russian 
as a working language of the Conference.

T hank  you M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— It  only rem ains for me to thank all the Presidents o f the 
Commissions and the R apporteurs for having done such a fine jo b  of work under such very great pressure, and 
in  such a way th a t all resolutions have been adopted unanimously.

W e have now just two m inutes before we adjourn for lunch. I  understand th a t a  num ber of resolutions of 
thanks have already been subm itted by various delegates and  circulated. Because we are pressed for time, I 
w onder w hether you would all be agreeable to take all these resolutions as passed.

The Resolutions were unanimously adopted.

Before we adjourn, the President o f the General Commission has a  proposal to p u t before you.
G e n e r a l  M A R T O L A  (Finland, R ed Cross) (original French)—M adam  C hairm an : As you have just 

heard  from  the R apporteur, the General Commission decided to recom m end to the Plenary Session th a t the  
Commission for the Financing o f the I.C .R .C . be m aintained. I should like to  ask you to pu t this proposal to 
the  vote.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—H ave the delegates understood the proposition and  will they 
accept it?  {Applause.)

G e n e r a l  M A R T O L A  (Finland, R ed Cross) (original French)— M adam  C hairm an: After the adoption 
o f  this proposal I should like now to speak as representative of the Finnish R ed Cross. T he General Commission 
d id  no t consider th a t it was its duty  to m ake proposals for m embership of this Commission. As a  delegate for 
F inland, however, I  have had  several conversations w ith some delegations, and I should like to propose th a t 
this Commission, whose m aintenance has ju s t been agreed upon, should be composed of the representatives of 
the R ed Cross of the following countries: Czechoslovakia, India, the Netherlands, Mexico and G reat Britain.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I hope the Assembly is agreeable to the Committee being 
composed o f the m embers from those five countries.

The motion was agreed to.

T here is one announcem ent to make before the delegates disperse for lunch. T he R ed Cross Exhibition, 
organized on the first floor o f this building, will be closed tonight. Today is the last chance for those who wish 
to see it. T he  Societies represented in  it are requested to please contact the P .R .O . in Room  No. 102 and make 
the necessary arrangem ents regarding the packing o f their exhibits.

W e adjourn now and I  would like the delegates to be here punctually in  their seats by five minutes to 
3 O ’clock, so tha t the session m ay begin punctually, because we still have a  great deal o f work to be done.

T he Conference adjourned till 3 O ’clock.
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SEVENTH PLENARY MEETING 

November 7, 1957

SU M M A R Y  :— it e m  11 o f  c o n f e r e n c e  a g e n d a : p l a c e  a n d  d a t e  o f  X X t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e —  

ITEM 10 OF a g e n d a : e l e c t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a n d i n g  COMMISSION— ITEM 9 OF a g e n d a : r e d  c r o s s  a s  a

FACTOR FOR W ORLD PEACE— SUSPENSION OF DISCUSSION— VOTE BY SECRET BALLOT ON DRAFT RESOLUTION 

SUBMITTED BY UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DELEGATION— CONTINUATION OF DISCUSSION OF ITEM 9 — ANNOUNCE

MENT OF RESULT OF SECRET BALLOT W ITHDRAW AL OF DELEGATIONS OF GOVERNMENT AND RED CROSS OF T H E

PEO PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA W ITHDRAW AL OF INDIAN RED CROSS DELEGATION AND HANDING OVER OF CHAIR

TO PRINCE DE MERODE— W ITHDRAW AL OF A NUMBER OF DELEGATIONS— ARRIVAL OF DELEGATES OF REPUBLIC

OF CHINA— ON POINT OF ORDER, VOTE APPROVING PRESENCE OF THESE DELEGATES CONCLUSION OF DISCUSSION

ON POINT 9 CLOSING STATEMENTS BY A NUMBER OF SPEAKERS AND PRINCE DE MERODE CLOSURE OF CON

FERENCE.

The meeting was called to order at 3 .00 p.m . by the Chairman, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I w ant just to make one or two announcements. First of all, 
there is a fair am ount of work left which has to be done before half past four when the vote on the Am erican 
resolution th a t was transferred from yesterday to today comes. So, I  w ant to get through the im portant items 
on the Agenda before tha t resolution comes up a t ha lf past four.

I would suggest taking up  item 11 on the Agenda, the place and date of the X X th  International R ed 
Cross Conference: Prof. A lbertini of the Swiss R ed Cross would like to have the floor.

P r o f . V O N  A L B ER TIN I (Switzerland, R ed Cross) (original French)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and  
Gentlem en : W ith your permission, I  should like to m ake some proposals on behalf o f the Swiss R ed Cross, con
cerning the date and  place of the next International Conference of the R ed Cross. In  full agreem ent w ith the 
President of the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross and the C hairm an of the League, we propose 
th a t the next Conference should be held in 1963 a t Geneva. T he reasons for m aking this proposal are the 
following : we believe th a t it would be sufficient if  the next International Conference of the R ed Cross were held 
in  six years’ time. A t its meeting the day before yesterday, the Board of Governors declared itself in agreem ent 
with our proposal to celebrate the centenary o f the founding of the R ed Cross in  1963, the centenary of the 1st 
Conference which was convened on a  proposal by a citizen of Geneva, H enry D unant. This commemoration 
should in any case take place a t Geneva, the historic city where the R ed Cross movem ent was bom . Thanks 
to the spirit of universality of its founder, the R ed  Cross movem ent has not been limited to the city of G eneva; 
its hum anitarian  ideas have conquered the whole world and  have gained in ternational recognition.

M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and Gentlemen, in  the nam e of the Swiss R ed Cross, the In ternational Com
m ittee of the R ed Cross and  the League o f R ed Cross Societies, I  ask you to  support m y proposal. T he centenary 
of the foundation of the R ed Cross m ust be m arked by a  special m anifestation which should give a new im petus 
to our work and  help to spread the ideals of the R ed Cross ever more widely throughout the world.

T hank  you M adam  Chairm an.

M r . d e  R H A M  (Switzerland, Government) (original French)— M adam  C hairm an, Ladies and  Gentle
m en: As you know, in 1963 we shall celebrate a  centenary w hich concerns both Switzerland and  the whole In te r
national R ed Cross movement. I t  was in 1863 that, on the initiative of a  group of em inent Swiss citizens, who 
were inspired by the generous ideas of H enry D unant, the founder body of the R ed Cross was established. This 
was an  historic m om ent of particular im portance for it  enabled the translation into positive action of principles 
and  ideas which until th a t time had  been confined to religion and morals. In  th a t year, on the initiative of the 
Committee of Five which was the forerunner o f the I.C .R .C ., delegates of N ational Societies and  governm ent 
experts were convened to m eet in Geneva in order to examine the advisability of adopting new international rules 
and regulations. In  1963 we shall therefore celebrate the centenary of International Conferences of the R ed 
Cross as you know them  today. I t  will be a  double anniversary—for the R ed Cross throughout the world and  
also for my own country. We believe th a t there is no more fitting m anner of celebrating this occasion than  to  
allow us to welcome you to  Switzerland in 1963 for the X X th  International Conference of the R ed Cross. In  
the nam e of the Swiss G overnm ent and by way of confirming the invitation which has just been extended to  
you, I  therefore wish to state that, w ithout wishing to prejudice the final decision to be taken by this Conference
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as regards the place and  date of the next International Conference of the R ed Cross, the Swiss G overnm ent 
w ould be very happy to welcome you to Geneva.

T hank  you, M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I believe there is an  invitation from the Alliance of R ed Cross 
a n d  R ed Crescent Societies of the U .S.S.R . for the next In ternational Conference to be held in Moscow.

Pro f . M IT E R E V  (U.S.S.R., Governm ent and  R ed Cross)— M adam  Chairm an, Fellow-delegates: M y 
G overnm ent has authorised me to make an  invitation for the next International Conference to be held in 
Moscow— I m ean the next regular Conference.

T h e  two speakers who spoke before me suggested th a t the next Conference should be held not in  four years 
as our statute lays down bu t in  six years, so th a t the next Conference will be in 1963, and tha t is the Jubilee Con
ference. O f  course, if we have our next Conference in  six years, it will be only natu ral tha t the place of the next 
Conference will be Geneva, because Geneva has more right to offer us hospitality for tha t occasion and we, the 
Soviet delegation, will have to wait for the next ordinary Conference in order to invite you to Moscow.

O f course, it is for the Conference to determ ine the time when the next Conference will be held. I f  we 
decide to have the next Conference in  four years, and  to have a  Jubilee Conference separately, then we would 
be very happy to  offer you hospitality in Moscow in four years’ time.

T hank  you.

J u s t ic e  SA N D STR O M  (L.S.C .R.)— M adam  C hairm an, Ladies and Gentlem en : T he League is am ong 
the  R ed Cross organizations which are behind the invitation for a  conference in 1963 in G eneva; the reason 
for which is quite independent of the celebrations in 1963. In  my opinion, these international conferences occur 
a  little too often and there could be a  greater interval between them. Therefore, I  think it is desirable th a t 
perhaps a little longer time than  four years should pass. H ere we have an  excellent opportunity to disperse the 
conferences over more time. Therefore, on behalf of the League, I  support this idea of holding the conference in 
G eneva in  1963.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—Does any other delegate w ant to speak? I t  seems nobody else 
w ants to speak. T here are two proposals before the House. As you know, the In ternational R ed Cross 
Conference is held ordinarily every four years and the Alliance of the R ed Cross and  R ed Crescent o f the U .S.S.R . 
has invited us, and is in favour of holding the next International R ed Cross Conference in Moscow. T he other 
proposition is th a t the  tim e between the In ternational Conferences should be increased to six years and  there
fore, the next conference shall be held in Geneva in 1963.

M r . B O ISSIE R  (I.C .R .C .) (original French)— M adam  Chairm an : I think th a t it would be preferable 
first to take a  decision regarding the advisability of holding the Conference in 1961 or 1963; only after a decision 
has been taken as to the date of the Conference can we decide as to the place, for I would not wish to establish 
an y  competition which in  fact exists neither in our own minds nor in th a t o f Professor M iterev, a kind of 
com petition between the great capital o f Russia and  the modest city of Geneva.

R a jk u m a r i A M R I T  K A U R  (Chairm an)— O f  course, there cannot ever be any competition as to where 
we hold our conference. But this is definitely a new suggestion th a t we should have the conference a t an  
interval o f six years not only this time, bu t always in  future. I  understood from Judge Sandstrom, th a t he 
really w anted the time between the international conferences to be increased to six years.

J u s t ic e  SA N D STR O M  (Chairm an, L .S .C .R .)— M adam  Chairm an: I only spoke about the next conference.
I  think it is a  question th a t m ight be taken up later a t w hat intervals the conferences m ight be held in the future 
o r  other changes th a t m ight be m ade in the statutes of the In ternational Conference. I think it is too early to 
take up these questions now.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—W e shall then vote on the question as to whether, the next 
In ternational Conference shall be in  1961 or in 1963.

T he voting is as follows : in favour o f holding the next In ternational Conference in  1963: 65, against holding 
it  in  1963: 20, abstentions : 7. So the resolution in  favour of holding the Conference in 1963 is carried. I  take 
i t  th a t the m ajority of members of the Conference are in favour of holding the Conference in 1963 and in Geneva.
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T he next item on the Agenda th a t I am  going to take is the question o f election of m embers of the 
S tanding Commission of the In ternational R ed Cross. According to tradition , I  am  going to ask the Secretariat 
to read out the names th a t have been proposed by the Bureau.

M r . P IL L O U D  (Assistant Secretary General) (original French)—T he Bureau has asked me to read ou t 
the list of the five persons whose election is proposed as m embers of the Standing Commission for the period 
between the end of this Conference and  the opening of the X X th  In ternational Conference. In  alphabetical 
order, they are : R ajkum ari Am rit K aur, H. E. M r. Francois-Poncet, General G ruenther, Professor M iterev 
and  M r. Sloper.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— Is there any other nam e w hich any delegate would like to  
propose ? Since there are no other names, I take it th a t these names have been accepted by the Conference. 
T he new members of the Standing Commission are as follows : myself, Ambassador A ndré Francois-Poncet, 
General G ruenther, Prof. M iterev and  M r. Sloper.

Before I go on to the last bu t one item on the Agenda— R ed Cross as a  factor in world peace— I would 
just like to say th a t w hatever happens, the voting on the Am erican resolution has to take place a t 4.30 p.m . 
w hether any other business is left or not. There will be no speeches on tha t resolution. I  have had  a  requisition 
for a  secret vote to be taken on th a t resolution and th a t will be taken the m om ent it comes. T here is also the 
Chinese resolution th a t has to be taken up. I will ask two speakers to speak in favour of the Chinese resolution 
and two speakers to speak against it and the vote will be taken after that.

We will now take up the item — R ed Cross as a factor in world peace.

M r . B O D M ER  (I.C .R .C .) (original French)— M adam  C hairm an, Ladies and Gentlem en : I have the 
honour to present to you the draft text on point 9 of the agenda and the report of the International Com m ittee 
o f the R ed Cross on “ T he R ed Cross as a factor for world peace” . This report was circulated to you one year ago; 
it is therefore in the hands of the m embers attending this Conference. There are  no comments to be m ade on 
this report, for peace is not a m atter for com m and— it speaks for itself. I should, however, w ith your permission, 
like to add a few remarks. As shown in the report, the R ed Cross is by its very work a factor for peace, bu t a t 
the opening of the Conference the Prime M inister of Ind ia  m ade a  pressing appeal for the R ed Cross to try  to 
m ake an even greater contribution to peace, and particularly to peace in the minds and the hearts o f people. 
T he International Committee of the R ed Cross and  the League of R ed Cross Societies greatly appreciate this 
appeal, all the more so since it corresponds to the measures proposed by certain N ational Societies during  the 
period between the two world wars w ith a view to m aintaining a peaceful state of m ind in the event of in ter
national tension.

T he I.C .R .C . convened R ed Cross experts w ith a  view to limiting the evils caused by w ar. W hy should 
the Committee and the League no t do the same in order to find out w hether by means of concrete and practical 
measures the R ed Cross could contribute still further to peace ? A ny idea relating to the developm ent of our 
movem ent m ust be carefully considered, particularly when it comes from the Prime M inister of the great country 
which has given us such a splendid welcome. Lastly, I should like to subm it to you a  draft resolution which is 
presented jointly by the International Committee and  the League of R ed Cross Societies. I t  reads as 
follows : / i :

“ T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross, 
confirms its previous Resolutions for peace,
considering the unique character of the m embership represented by the 110,000,000 

men, women and children united in 80 countries by the N ational R ed Cross, R ed Crescent 
and R ed Lion and Sun Societies, which in tu rn  are  grouped together in the League of 
Red Cross Societies,

whereas the numerous moral and  m aterial demonstrations of fellowship by the R ed 
Cross on the international level, w ithout discrimination and to the exclusion of all political con
sideration, represent a most efficacious contribution of the R ed Cross to peace am ong the 
nations,

expresses the heartfelt desire that by the m aintenance of peace hum anity m ay be spared 
from new and incalculable suffering,

exhorts the governments to neglect no endeavour to settle their disputes in a  pacific 
m anner and  in all their acts to obey the ideal of hum an fellowship and the hum anitarian 
principles recognized by all nations,

recommends the N ational Societies,
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to  cultivate their m utual relations, in order to develop the understanding and 
agreem ent indispensable for the elim ination of discord am ong themselves and, through their 
interm ediary, am ong the nations, to increase the num ber of their actions for m utual assistance, 
in order tha t these m ay contribute to strengthening their solidarity, w ithout respect to front
iers, and  thus keep alive am ongst all people the ideal of peace, which hum anity cannot and 
m ust not cease to make its goal

T hank you, M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I have to in terrup t the speeches on the R ed Cross as a factor 
o f world peace for a  m om ent. T he delegate from A rgentina wishes to place a  resolution paying hom age to 
M ahatm a G andhi before us.

M r . R EY N A LD O  P E R O T T O  (Argentina, R ed Cross) (original Spanish)—M adam  C hairm an, Fellow- 
delegates : T he A rgentine R ed Cross delegation, speaking in  its own nam e, is certain th a t it is interpreting the 
feelings o f all the delegations present in subm itting the following draft Resolution for the consideration of the 
Conference :

“ Considering th a t the philosophy of G andhi rejects the very idea o f w ar and tha t the 
reason for the existence of the R ed Cross as a  movem ent and  as an  organization, is to 
alleviate the suffering caused thereby,

W hereas the present Conference is being held in the capital o f a country to whose founda
tion he contributed in preaching and  practising the doctrine of non-violence,

T he X lX th  International Conference of the Red Cross pays tribute to the revered 
m em ory o f M ahatm a G andhi, father of the Ind ian  Union,

T he figure of M ahatm a G andhi, the shining example of his action and  his life, his 
very death, identify him  w ith and  incarnate the im m ortal principles o f the R ed Cross.
G andhi in his creed of non-violence sums up the whole spiritual tradition of Ind ia  from 
Asoka to the present day. He followed this tradition, which he practised w ith evangelical 
and  apostolic zeal, never resorting to any other weapon in the great fight to free his country 
than  the irresistible force of the rejection o f force.

G andhi who knew neither hatred  no r resentm ent w ith his almost mystical love for 
his neighbour, will rem ain for all time the symbol of peaceful action as an instrum ent for the 
solution o f hum an conflicts ” .

M adam  President, G entlem en, allow me to propose the adoption o f this draft Resolution by acclamation, 
and  to invite you to  rise to your feet as a  tribute to the revered memory of G andhi {Applause).

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an) The Resolution is unanimously adopted.—

Now we proceed to  the D raft Resolution on the R ed Cross as a factor for world peace. T he delegate 
from Czechoslovakia wanted to speak.

D r . JA N O U C H  (Czechoslovakia, R ed Cross) (original French)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and Gentie- 
m en: I t  is particularly appropriate and a t the same time symbolic tha t the question of the R ed Cross as a 
factor for world peace should have been placed on the agenda as one of the principal items for consideration by 
the X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross w hich is being held in India, a  country which has justly 
earned the reputation o f being one of the foremost defenders o f peace. I t  is not by chance th a t the highest 
representatives of Ind ia  have referred to the tasks regarding peace in their speeches a t the opening of the 
Conference. O ne m ight say th a t they have posed the following question in the nam e of all m ankind: W hat 
is the International R ed Cross doing and w hat will it do in future in  this period of cold w ar which conjures up 
the nightm are of a future w ar, against the wishes o f the immense majority of m ankind ? Will the R ed  Cross 
become one o f the fundam ental forces of peace which reflect the most intim ate and sincere desires of m an
kind ? W ill it as part of its hum anitarian  mission help to stave off the nightm are of w ar which torments hum anity 
w ith the th reat of destruction?

T he agenda for the X lX th  International Conference o f the R ed Cross contains three very im portant 
questions : the question of the D raft Rules; the question o f the prohibition of tests of nuclear and therm onuclear 
weapons; and  this third question now before us which, in the opinion of the Czechoslovak R ed Cross, is not 
merely a  complement to the other two questions I have mentioned. All these questions represent a whole, a 
triangle in the question of peace— the base or the summit, as you prefer. This question is of interest not only to 
the X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross bu t also to all m ankind. T he decision adopted by the 
Conference on this m atter will have repercussions throughout the world.
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There is still time to preserve m ankind from the immense suffering and bitterness which would be caused 
by a new w ar. T he R ed Cross is an  institution whose principal task is to eliminate the suffering caused by war ; 
in the first place it should try  to prevent w ar and only then try  to prevent the suffering caused by war. I t  is 
the responsibility of the R ed Cross to preserve m ankind from disease, epidemics, accidents, etc. There is 
therefore all the more reason why it should be able to protect m ankind against mass injury and  m utilation, 
and above all to protect hum an life against a death which is not the norm al conclusion of hum an life, but 
which is absurd, violent and barbarous, the result of the monstrous abuse and deformation of scientific achieve
m ents in the event o f war.

D uring this Conference m any Governm ent and R ed Cross representatives have draw n attention to the 
opinions expressed by scientific and  even m ilitary authorities, w arning us of the terrible consequences of any reck
less unleashing of these new destructive forces. These speeches were received w ith unanim ous concurrence.

In  comparison w ith the situation prevailing a t the tim e of the X V III th  In ternational Conference of the 
R ed Cross a t Toronto, when the resolution condem ning bacteriological warfare was adopted unanimously, the 
present situation presents a far greater and ever-increasing danger for hum anity and  calls more urgently than  
ever for the X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross to make a clear and  decisive declaration regarding 
the stand of the R ed Cross in  the m atter of the protection of m ankind against weapons o f mass destruction 
whose effects are infinitely more deadly than  those referred to in the Toronto resolution, and  in  regard to the 
preservation of peace in the world as mentioned by an  earlier speaker.

At the present time, the mission of the International R ed Cross is to declare more urgently and more clearly 
than  in the past w hat practical measures m ust be taken im m ediately so tha t m ankind m ay be protected from 
fresh suffering. T he Czechoslovak R ed Cross therefore welcomed the initiative o f the In ternational Committee 
and  the League and has studied the proposed resolution w ith great interest. T he principles contained in this 
resolution concord fully w ith the hum anitarian  ideals o f the In ternational R ed Cross. I f  these principles are 
declared once again, they will help to strengthen peace. In  the opinion of the Czechoslovak R ed Cross, however, 
this resolution does not lay sufficient emphasis on the need for the In ternational R ed Cross, the International 
Committee, the League of R ed Cross Societies and all the N ational Societies to participate in the daily struggle 
for peace.

T he draft am endm ents subm itted by the Czechoslovak R ed Cross to  the X lX th  In ternational Conference 
of the R ed Cross are based inter alia on the com m entary of the International Committee of the R ed Cross con
cerning the rules, the Genocide Convention negotiated in the U nited  Nations, and  resolution No. 41(1) of the 
U nited  Nations General Assembly.

In  the opinion of the Czechoslovak delegation, it is inconceivable th a t the X lX th  In ternational Con
ference of the R ed Cross should not draw  attention to the consequences of a future w ar and to the possible means 
of protecting m ankind against the horrors of war. O u r delegation is aware of the feeling w hich has been 
expressed during this Conference ; the delegations have expressed agreem ent with the idea of pursuing all efforts 
towards disarm am ent and the prohibiton of tests of nuclear and  therm onuclear weapons; our delegation 
therefore considers th a t this position should be stated still more plainly in the draft resolution now before the 
X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross.

T he resolution should m ention the principal practical measures w hich could contribute to lessening the 
danger of war. T h a t is why the Czechoslovak delegation suggests th a t the resolution should also m ake a clear 
reference to the suppression of w ar propaganda and urge the N ational R ed Cross Societies to consider co-opera
tion w ith the organizations endeavouring to safeguard peace as a daily task of the greatest importance.

M adam  C hairm an, Ladies and  Gentlemen, there can be no doubt th a t the peoples who are eagerly 
awaiting a  statem ent which can help to strengthen peace will assess the results of our Conference from the point 
o f view of w hat they expect and  from th a t of their hopes and aspirations.

T he Czechoslovak R ed Cross calls on all the delegations here a t this Conference to support the Czecho
slovak proposal to make an  addition to the draft resolution subm itted jointly by the In ternational Committee 
and  the League, so tha t the X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross m ay adopt a  text worthy of its 
ideals, its mission, and  the authority  which the In ternational R ed Cross should and  does enjoy throughout the 
world.

T hank  you M adam  Chairm an.

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U .S.S.R., Governm ent and R ed Cross)—M adam  Chairm an, Fellow-delegates: Twelve 
years have passed since the end of the second world war, bu t we cannot forget the suffering and  the terrible 
dam age caused by it. T h a t is why we all feel that a  new w ar should be prevented a t any cost. This is the desire
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and  the dem and of all nations. I know tha t we m ay find R ed Cross leaders who will be inclined to belittle the 
possibilities of the R ed Cross in  this respect. U nfortunately there exists the belief th a t the R ed  Cross should keep 
aloof from the problems directly connected w ith the prevention of w ar for it is said that these are political matters 
w hich should be settled by the Governments.

All the delegates to this Conference are responsible people and we cannot close our eyes to the fact that 
the race of arm am ents in general and  nuclear weapons in particular and the continued atom ic and  hydrogen 
weapon tests create a great th rea t to hum anity, a th reat of mass destruction of the people. T he R ed Cross 
position in regard to these problems was clearly and definitely form ulated in the decisions of the sessions of the 
Board of Governors of the League of R ed Cross Societies held in M onaco and Oslo, and the X V III th  In te r
national R ed Cross Conference in Toronto. In  these decisions the International R ed Cross calls upon the 
Governments to come to an  agreem ent on the prohibition of atom ic weapons and establishment of control over 
this prohibition.

M adam  Chairm an, Fellow-delegates, our delegation w holeheartedly supports tha t part o f the draft 
resolution presented by the League and the International Committee which proposes to confirm these decisions. 
O u r delegation wholeheartedly supports th a t part of the draft resolution which says tha t the numerous m oral 
and  m aterial demonstrations of fellowship of the R ed Cross a t the international level represent the most effica
cious contribution of the R ed Cross to peace am ong nations. But we feel th a t the drawback of the draft resolu
tion subm itted by the League and the In ternational Committee lies in the fact tha t the urgent problems of the 
present day are not mentioned here.

In  this respect, all the previous resolutions on this question, and the Oslo resolution of the Board of 
Governors in particular, were more concrete and were in greater accord w ith the spirit o f the times. T h a t is 
why our delegation suggests a small am endm ent to the draft resolution of the League and  the In ternational 
Com m ittee of the R ed Cross, an am endm ent which follows from the previous decisions, and which reflects the 
R ed  Cross position on such im portant questions as disarm am ent, prohibition of nuclear weapons etc. We 
suggest th a t in docum ent P-17, in pagragraph 5, after the words “ exhorts the Governm ent ” , the words 
“  neglect no endeavour ” should be replaced by the words “ to make new endeavours ” , and  a new paragraph 
should be added a t the end of paragraph 5 as follows: “ Invite the Governments in the first place to come to an  
agreem ent on the prohibition of the use of all forms of nuclear weapons and on general disarm am ent

So, I w ant to emphasise it would be of great im portance if our Conference voted unanimously on the 
problem  of the role of the R ed Cross in the prom otion of peace am ong the nations, and we sincerely hope that 
other delegations will support our am endm ent to the above resolution.

M r s . L I-T E H -C H U A N  (People’s Republic of China, R ed Cross)— M adam  Chairm an, and Fellow- 
delegates : T he Chinese R ed Cross Society basically agrees to the draft resolution entitled “ T he R ed Cross as 
a  factor for world peace ”  subm itted jo in tly  by the League of R ed Cross Societies and the In ternational Com
m ittee of the R ed Cross.

To our m ind, the R ed Cross is essentially a peace movement. Its principle of hum anitarianism  calls for 
all nations to live together in peace and renounce w ar as a means of settling their disputes, so as to preserve 
world peace and save hum anity from the calamities and  sufferings of war. T he R ed Cross Societies thus make 
an  im portant contribution to world peace through their practical activities in prom oting friendly co-operation 
between peoples, and in clearing up misunderstandings.

T he Chinese R ed Cross Society considers tha t the League of R ed Cross Societies and  the International 
Com m ittee of the R ed Cross have done m uch work which is beneficial to friendly co-operation am ong peoples. 
T he past experiences have proved tha t the In ternational Conferences of the R ed Cross, and the co-operation in 
the daily work of the national R ed Cross Societies are helpful to the understanding and  friendship of the peoples 
of all nations. This would help to achieve greater unity  of action am ong the national R ed Cross Societies in the 
hum anitarian  cause ; thereby m aking greater contributions to the defence of world peace.

O n this basis, therefore, I basically agree w ith the draft resolution of the League and the I.C .R .C ., as it 
seems to me to have reflected the will o f the one hundred million peace-loving R ed Cross members. However, 
in  order tha t the draft resolution may more explicitly express the common aspirations of the national R ed Cross 
Societies to defend peace, and to  urge the Governments of all countries to live together in peace, the Chinese 
delegation supports the am endm ent proposed by the Soviet delegation to th e  draft resolution, and  hopes tha t 
this Conference will accept the am endm ent of the Soviet delegation.

M r . BAI D O N G  K E N  (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, R ed Cross)— M adam  C hairm an and 
Fellow-delegates : W e have during almost 15 days discussed m any questions useful to the cause of hum anitarian
ism. Some differences of opinion have been expressed in the course of discussion, bu t thanks to the conciliatory
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spirit displayed by m any delegates on the basis o f the principles of the Statutes of the R ed Cross and  the univer
sality of the R ed Cross, such differences have been coordinated to no small extent.

As is well known, delegates from over 80 countries w ith differing social and political systems have assembled 
here. I t  is most obvious tha t the difference of systems cannot constitute an  obstacle to the carrying out of the 
cause of peace and  hum anitarianism  which is the guiding idea of the R ed Cross. T h a t is precisely the reason 
why the In ternational R ed Cross has also expressed on several occasions its desire to contribute towards peace. 
T oday the R ed Cross calls for carrying out more concrete tasks so as to be able to make practical contribution to  
peace.

T he genuine hum anitarian activities of the R ed Cross are beneficial to peace. I t  is out o f a sincere 
desire for thoroughly safeguarding peace against w ar th a t the R ed Cross insists upon settling disputes am ong 
nations by means of peaceful negotiation.

U nder the present circumstances, m utual contacts between nations are of great im portance in  elim inating 
distrust and  establishing confidence am ong nations and  in easing international tension.

Likewise, the facilitating of m utual contacts and co-operation between R ed Cross Societies is o f great 
im portance not only in prom oting friendship and  understanding between them  bu t also in developing their 
hum anitarian  services in the interests of peace.

In  fact, the R ed Cross has long since m ade repeated appeals for peace and  offered hum anitarian  services 
which saved innum erable hum an lives from numerous disasters.

We, however, can never be content w ith this. T he danger of w ar has not yet vanished from  this world 
and  the R ed Cross should a t this serious junctu re  make further contribution to the cause of peace. W e must, 
therefore, go far towards peace not by mere words bu t w ith actual deeds.

In  order to play its p art as a factor for peace, the R ed Cross should resolutely condem n all kinds of attem pts 
to  intensify the danger of war, continue to  make appeal beneficial to peace, and  give due support to, and  show its 
sympathy for, the movements of progressive m ankind throughout the world for the preservation and consolida
tion of peace.

W ith a view to producing an ever-increasing effect on the cause of peace and  m aking direct contribution 
to it, m utual relations between all national Societies should first be developed.

T he draft Resolution subm itted jointly  to this Conference by the I.C .R .C . and  the League of R ed  Cross 
Societies also recommends all Governments and  R ed Cross Societies to prom ote m utual understanding and  
strengthen their relations.

T he R ed Cross Society of the Dem ocratic People’s R epublic of K orea considers th a t this recom m endation 
reflects the dem ands of the present situation to a definite extent and is conducive to peace. T he strengthening 
o f m utual relations will be beneficial to enriching and  popularising the hum anitarian  work o f the R ed Cross 
in  favour of peace.

As is well known, each N ational R ed Cross Society guided by the common ideal o f the R ed Cross is 
performing various kinds of activities in conformity w ith the actual realities o f its own country.

I t  is self-evident th a t the excellent experiences gained in these activities can serve as a  useful reference 
for the activities of all the R ed Cross Societies.

In  order to consolidate peace and the relations between all R ed Cross Societies, the R ed  Cross Society of 
the D em ocratic People’s Republic of K orea favours the exchange of visits by the representatives of R ed Cross 
Societies and will welcome such visits to our country.

Fellow-delegates, as you are well aware, the K orean people fall behind none in  their aspiration for a  
durable peace. T he R ed Cross Society of the D em ocratic People’s Republic of K orea gives full support to the 
consistent efforts of our G overnm ent toward the preservation of peace in  K orea and peaceful unification of K orea. 
This is by no means a fortuity.

T he peace-loving measures taken by the D em ocratic People’s Republic of K orea fully accord not only 
w ith the national aspiration of the K orean people to unify their country peacefully bu t also w ith the preservation 
of peace in the Far East and  the idea upon which the R ed Cross is based.

As is known to all, our country has long since been divided into the N orth and the South. T he artificial 
division of the country over a  long period, not only poses a serious hindrance to the rap id  developm ent of K orea 
bu t further aggravates the unnatural barrier between the N orth  and  the South. And owing to the division of 
the country, the misfortune of numerous K orean families has not yet been eliminated.

U nder these circumstances, the R ed Cross Society of the D em ocratic People’s Republic of K orea considers 
th a t practical measures should, first of all, be rapidly taken to bring about understanding and confidence between
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the two Societies. By holding direct meetings between the R ed Cross Societies of the N orth and  the South, and 
prom oting understanding, we can bring happiness and  joy  to the unfortunate K orean families divided into the 
N orth  and  the South and, furtherm ore, make actual contribution to preserving peace in Korea.

T he establishment and prom otion of relations between the two R ed Cross Societies in N orth and South 
K orea are, indeed, of tremendous significance.

Since our two R ed Cross Societies are guided by the idea of peace and hum anitarianism , there is no reason 
why they cannot facilitate m utual understanding and promote m utual contacts in order to materialise their 
lofty ideals and  fulfil their m oral obligations.

All the delegates assembled here have supported our just opinion. All the delegates attending the 
H um an Rights Commission on Novem ber 2 recom m ended tha t the delegates of the two R ed Cross Societies of 
the N orth  and the South hold direct negotiations on questions of m utual concern during the present conference.*

M r . K Y U  HA C H O I (Republic of K orea, G overnm ent)— O n a  point of order, M adam  Chairm an, 
Ladies and G entlem en, I have the honour to make a few representations in connection with the remarks made 
by the person from the N orthern p a rt of Korea.

As you and I  know very well, the subject on the Agenda is “ R ed Cross as a factor o f Peace” . However, 
it is regrettable tha t the person from N orth K orea referred to a m atter which has already been disposed o f in 
the m orning session.

He has also referred to the m atter of a sort of a political question on the re-unification of Korea. O f course, 
people from the Republic of K orea are also anxious to re-unify their fatherland. However, this is not the place 
for taking up a very political problem  of unifying a  divided country. I  am  sure tha t all o f you will support my 
idea in this connection because our argum ent and deliberations should be limited to the specific items on the 
Agenda. I do not see any reason why the m atter which has already been disposed of should be referred to again. 
T here are also some m atters which belong to the political side and I see no reason why they should be mentioned 
a t this forum o f the R ed Cross Conference. I, therefore, have the honour to hum bly request, honourable 
M adam  Chairm an, to rule out the remarks m ade by the gentlem an from N orth K orea in connection with the 
points w hich I raised just a  few minutes ago.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I t  has more than  once been ruled from this C hair th a t nothing 
shall be said in speeches tha t im pute motives to Governments or persons. I  shall order w hat he has said and w hat 
is not in conformity with th a t ruling, to be expunged from the speech. I shall ask him  now to proceed and to 
m ake no further reference to South K orea and talk only w ith reference to the resolution which is before us.

M r . BAI D O N G  K E N  (Contd.)— In  concluding, on behalf of the R ed Cross Society of the Democratic 
People’s Republic o f K orea, I support the am endm ent proposed by the delegation of the Soviet U nion to the 
D raft Resolution jointly  subm itted by the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red 
Cross Societies. T hank  you.

D r . K O L A R O FF (Bulgaria, Governm ent and R ed Cross)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and Gentlem en : 
I t  has become a good tradition to discuss a t each o f our Conferences the question about the role of the Red Cross 
as a factor of peace. This is a  very im portant question because it is in the spirit of the grand principles of 
hum anitarianism  which overflow the hearts of all R ed Cross members. The R ed Cross represents a  great m oral 
force which has always stood for peace and it  is a  great force working today persistently for the preservation of 
peace, and the alleviation of countless sufferings of hum anity from the horrors of a new w ar which, owing to the 
existence of m odern weapons of great destructive power, threatens the destruction of hum anity and the advance 
of m odern civilisation.

A t the present m om ent when hum anity is faced with the danger of a war, the R ed Cross and all of us should 
exert our efforts for the preservation of peace. W e address all the countries in the world and their Governments 
not to ignore every opportunity of peaceful settlem ent of the disputed questions am ong them . Let us create 
such an  atm osphere in which an aggressive w ar will be illegal and a criminal act from the point of the great 
hum anitarian  principles o f the R ed Cross—a crim inal ac t which m ust be condemned a t all costs.

I really take pleasure in reporting th a t as regards the questions of peace, the Bulgarian R ed Cross m em bers 
have found full understanding and support on the part of their own G overnm ent which is pursuing consistently 
a  peaceful policy and stands firmly for the solution of all questions through peaceful understanding am ong nations.

* Passage expunged by order of the Chairman.
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Expressing the will and  the wishes of the Bulgarian people, an  Act has been passed in  the People’s R epublic o f 
Bulgaria in  defence of peace, thereby rendering punishable w ar propaganda and  actions aim ed a t  w hipping up 
war. T he Bulgarian delegation, expressing the aspirations and  feelings of more than  one million of its own 
members, expects th a t the X lX th  In ternational R ed Cross Conference will m ake an  efficient contribution to 
the cause of peace all over the world.

In  this connection, we consider th a t it would be of great use of hum anity  if  our Conference addresses a 
new convincing appeal to the Governments of all countries for doing away w ith the contradiction am ong States 
along the road of peaceful solution for working for general disarm am ent, the prohibition of atom ic and  hydrogen 
weapons and the term ination o f nuclear tests, for establishment of lasting peace am ong States and  calm am ong 
the people.

T he Bulgarian delegation is ready to support every proposal which will be subm itted in  the interests o f 
the consolidation of peace. T he Bulgarian delegation will vote for the resolution subm itted by the In ter
national Committee w ith the am endm ent m ade by the R ed Cross o f the Soviet Union.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— Since there are four more speakers who have sent their names 
on to me to speak on  this resolution, and there are also two am endm ents to this resolution, I  will ask the delegates 
—as there are only three minutes to 4.30 when we promised to vote on the A m erican Resolution—discussion 
on which was stopped yesterday— to be prepared to exercise their votes on the A m erican Resolution. As I 
have said before, votes will be taken by secret ballot.

T h e  H o n . M r . M cC L IN T O C K  (U.S.A., G overnm ent)— I  wish to raise a point o f order. According to 
the Rules o f Procedure of this Conference, a  secret ballot can be taken only when requested by ten delegations,
I  wonder if  the C hairm an would ask those ten delegates to hold up their hands in  order tha t the Conference m ay 
know who have requested the secret ballot.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I have already got w ritten requests signed by representatives 
o f 14 delegations to have a  secret vote. I  do not consider it necessary for them  to hold up' their hands and  
show who they are, when I  have received a signed docum ent.

T h e  H o n . M r . M cC L IN T O C K — C an we know which of the delegations have requested?

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—All the  delegations whose representatives have signed have 
requested a  secret vote.

T h e  H o n . M r. M cC L IN T O C K — C a n  w e  h a v e  th e  n a m e s?

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)—W hy do you w ant to know the nam es?

T h e  H o n . M r. M cC L IN T O C K — I t  would be o f interest to the Am erican delegation. W ould you m ind 
reading out the names ?

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I  do no t consider it necessary for me to give the names. I
give the ruling th a t 14 delegations have asked for a  secret ballot and  th a t it should be enough for you.

T h e  H o n . M r. M cC L IN T O C K — I  accept the C hairm an’s ruling.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I would like the delegates please to pay attention to w hat is 
going to be read out now, in  order to be absolutely accurate as far as voting is concerned. This applies to 
delegates both of the R ed Cross Societies as well as Governments.

M r . P H IL L IPS  (Assistant Secretary G eneral)—In  the case of votes by secret ballot, the N ational Societies 
will be called upon to vote first, then the States, then  the In ternational Committee and  the League. T h e  vote 
will be taken by secret ballot as the C hairm an has already told you. T he ballot papers are now being distributed. 
W hen the distribution is completed I  shall read  out first the list of R ed Cross Societies present here to  come 
up and  place their ballot papers in  the box, then the list o f Governments and  then  the International Committee 
and  the League. In  the case o f one delegate representing both the G overnm ent and  the N ational Society, he 
will please fill up two papers, bringing one to the ballot box for his Governm ent and one for his Society.
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R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I hope th a t is clear now. I  should like to suggest th a t we 
appoin t two scrutators. I  suggest the names of Prince de M erode of Belgium and  Prof. D r. Nissim M evorah of 
Bulgaria to act as scrutators. I  hope these two delegates will be kind enough to act as scrutators. I  request 
them  to come up to the rostrum.

I  understand th a t some of the delegates are not clear on w hat they  are voting. T he vote th a t is to  be 
taken  now by secret ballot is on the resolution presented by the U nited  States of Am erica yesterday in 
regard  to  the procedure of invitations th a t have to  be issued to  G overnm ents in the future. Now, have you 
got th a t all right ?

T he H on. M r . M cC L IN T O C K — (U.S.A., G overnm ent)—T h a t this will apply to the present Conference 
m ay be m ade clear.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I t  will be m ade clear to the G overnm ent delegate of the 
U nited  States th a t this resolution of theirs will apply to this Conference, th a t is to say, th a t the m om ent the 
resolution is passed, then, they will insist on the delegate from  Formosa, as had been invited by the host country, 
taking his seat in  this Conference, as representative of the N ationalist Republic of China. Now, is tha t quite 
clear ? First of all, the R ed Cross Societies will come and  vote, and after that, the Governm ent delegate of the 
countries th a t are represented here will vote. After that, the In ternational Committee and the League. I  
hope th a t is quite clear. Has everybody got their voting papers and  are you clear w hat you have to vote for and 
w hat you have to vote against ? Please see th a t there is no mistake.

Now, I  will read  to you the resolution on which you are voting :

“ H aving in m ind the report o f the C hairm an of the Standing Commission,
Confirming the statements of the C hairm an of the Standing Commission tha t the R ed  Cross is not 
concerned w ith j'uridical and  political questions regarding the status o f Governments,
Resolves in  accordance with the traditional principles of the R ed Cross, tha t it is the sense of the 
Conference that all parties invited to  a ttend  the Conference be addressed according to their own 
official titles

T h a t is the resolution on which you are voting and  please rem em ber tha t if  it is passed, its contents are 
applicable straightaway.

Voting by secret ballot then started.

M r. P H IL L IPS  (Assistant Secretary G eneral)—A list of the R ed Cross Societies is to be read by alpha
betical order and  as each nam e is read, the delegate concerned will please come and  place his ballot paper in 
the u rn :

A lbanian R ed Cross ; Argentine R ed  Cross; A ustralian R ed Cross; Bulgarian R ed Cross; Austrian 
R ed Cross; Brazilian R ed Cross ; Burm a R ed Cross; C anadian R ed Cross; Ceylon R ed  Cross; Chilean R ed 
Cross ; N ational R ed Cross Society of C hina; Cuban R ed Cross ; Czechoslovak R ed Cross; Danish Red Cross; 
Ecuador R ed Cross; Egyptian R ed Crescent; El Salvador R ed Cross ; Ethiopian R ed Cross; Finnish R ed 
Cross ; French R ed Cross ; R ed Cross of the Dem ocratic Republic of G erm any ; R ed Cross of the Federal 
R epublic of G erm any; Greek R ed Cross; H aitian  R ed Cross ; H ungarian  R ed  Cross ; Ind ian  R ed Cross; 
Indonesian Red Cross; Iran ian  R ed Lion and Sun; Iraq i R ed Crescent; Irish R ed Cross; Ita lian  R ed Cross; 
Icelandic R ed Cross; Japanese R ed Cross; Jo rd an  R ed Crescent; R ed Cross of the D em ocratic Republic 
of K orea ; R ed Cross of the R epublic of K orea; R ed Cross Society of Laos; Lebanese R ed Cross; Liechtenstein 
R ed  Cross ; Luxem burg R ed Cross ; M exican R ed Cross ; M onaco R ed Cross; N etherlands R ed Cross ; New 
Zealand R ed Cross; Norwegian R ed Cross ; Pakistan R ed  Cross ; Panam a R ed Cross; Peruvian R ed Cross; 
Philippines R ed Cross ; Polish R ed Cross; Portuguese R ed Cross ; R um anian R ed Cross; San M arino R ed 
Cross ; Spanish R ed Cross ; Sudanese R ed Crescent; Swiss R ed Cross; Syrian R ed Crescent; Swedish R ed 
Cross; T hai R ed Cross; Tunisian R ed Crescent; Turkish R ed Crescent; South African R ed Cross; Alliance 
of R ed Cross and R ed Crescent Societies of the U .S .S .R .; British R ed Cross ; Am erican N ational R ed Cross; 
U ruguayan R ed Cross; Venezuelan R ed Cross ; R ed Cross of the D em ocratic Republic of V ietnam ; R ed Cross 
o f the R epublic of V ietnam ; Yugoslavian R ed Cross.

I f  there is any N ational Society whose nam e has not been called, please stand up.

I shall now call upon Governments :
Governm ents of A rgentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussia, Cam bodia, 

C anada, Chile, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, D enm ark, Dominican Republic, A lbania, Ecuador, Egypt, 
El Salvador, F inland, France, Democratic Republic of G erm any, Federal Republic of G erm any, G hana,
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Greece, T he Holy See, H ungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran , Iraq , Italy, Jo rdan , Democratic Republic 
of K orea, Republic of K orea, Lebanon, Libya, Liechtenstein, Luxem burg, M alaya, M onaco, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Panam a, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, R um ania, Spain, Sudan, 
Sweden, Switzerland, T hailand, Tunisia, Turkey, U kraine, U .S.S.R ., U nited K ingdom , U nited States of 
America, U ruguay, Venezuela, Dem ocratic Republic o f V ietnam , Republic of V ietnam , Yugoslavia.

Has any G overnm ent delegation no t been called ? In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross, League 
of the R ed Cross Societies. T he list is now completed.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)—W hile the counting of votes is going on, I should like to give 
the floor to the delegate from Chile, who would like to come and  speak on the resolution th a t has already been 
passed. I t  is a vote of thanks to the press. Perhaps, he will come and speak now.

H . E. M r . SER R A N O  FERNANDES (Chile, Government) (original Spanish)—This resolution is a vote 
of thanks to the Press for the im partial m anner in which it has given coverage to the Conference, thus contributing 
to the progress of our work. In  presenting this resolution, I  should like to recall to you the nam e of m y friend, 
M r. D. G andhi, the son of M ahatm a G andhi, who was a journalist all his life and  died this year as editor of 
“ H industan Tim es” .

T he draft resolution reads as follows :
“  Considering th a t the Ind ian  Press has given full and  im partial coverage to all the discussions w hich 

have taken place during the X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross in New Delhi,
T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross
requests the Chairm an to transm it its sincere congratulations and gratitude to the appropriate 

authorities of the Ind ian  Press ” .
T hank  you, M adam  Chairm an.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (Chairm an)— I think the counting of votes will take a little more time. So, 
I request the Philippine delegate to come and  speak on the peace resolution.

M r s . PECSO N  (Philippines, R ed Cross)—M adam  Chairm an : Please perm it me to express here m y deep 
and w arm  adm iration for M r. M iterev, who is the worthy representative of the G overnm ent of the U .S.S.R . 
I  have noticed th a t he is a  persistent worker, ever alert for opportunities for his country’s voice to  be heard  here. 
However, M adam  Chairm an, although I  adm ire him  and he is such a good friend of mine, I  am  constrained to 
rem ind him  th a t his proposed am endm ent to the Resolution on the R ed Cross as a  factor for W orld  Peace has 
been exhaustively discussed here from all angles for m any days, on several occasions, in connection w ith different 
resolutions to  which he had presented the same am endm ent. I believe tha t the members o f this Conference are 
all already decided on this m atter, as shown by the fact, th a t’ after the proposals of M r. M iterev had  been dis
posed of the resolutions were approved unanimously. In  view of this and because there cannot be a change of 
opinion on the part o f the Conference w ithin the few hours since the last am endm ent of M r. M iterev was dealt 
w ith, and since there has been no sudden developm ent anywhere in  the W orld to justify the consideration again 
o f this subject, I respectfully move in the nam e of the Philippine N ational R ed Cross, th a t the consideration of 
this m atter be now pu t to an  end, and  quickly, so tha t we can move forw ard for, as you have stated, we have 
yet m uch to do w ith very little time left a t our disposal.

Needless to say, M adam  C hairm an, the Philippine delegation is in  favour of the resolution on the R ed 
Cross as a factor for W orld Peace. T hank  you.

H . E. A m b a s s a d o r  S C IL IN G O  (Argentina, G overnm ent)— M adam  Chairm an and  friends: This Resolu
tion can be divided into two parts. T he first part “  exhorts the Governments to neglect no endeavour to settle 
their disputes etc. ” T he second part invites the Governments in the first place to come to an  agreem ent on the 
prohibition of the use of all forms of nuclear weapons and  on general disarm am ent. T hat, I think, is covered 
by the resolutions passed elsewhere. R ather than  tha t I  would suggest some reference to the U nited Nations 
or something to the following effect m ay be added  after the paragraph  “ Exhorts the G overnm ent to neglect 
no endeavour, etc.”

“ And in accordance with the aims and  principles of the C harter o f the U nited  Nations ” .

As regards exhortations to peace by previous speakers I am  sure we all jo in  in  them . M ost of those who 
came to the rostrum  spoke of peace. In  any case we all have peace in our hearts. By all means let the world 
know th a t we urgently desire peace. But then I think the R ed Cross has already m ade its message of peace 
known to the world by some of the historic resolutions it has passed. No further additions are needed. Let us
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a ll disperse from this Conference in true R ed Cross friendship, united in  the resolve to work for peace for ourselves, 
for our children and for our children’s children.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— M ay I ask the delegate of A rgentina whether he has any definite 
am endm ent to m ake? There are two am endm ents already here. W ould he make an  am endm ent? In  the 
m eantim e, M r. Sloper wishes to speak.

M r . SLO PER  (Brazil, R ed Cross)— M adam  Chairm an, Ladies and Gentlem en: You have been kind 
enough to allow me to speak on another subject now. I  am  sure I am  voicing here the feelings of m any of my
fellow-delegates in  extending our thanks to the Alliance of R ed Cross, and R ed Crescent Societies ofU .S .S .R .
for their invitation w hich was very m uch appreciated, and  to say th a t this Conference has taken w ith gratitude 
note  of th a t invitation for the future {Applause). This m orning we also voted somewhat hurriedly the motions of 
thanks. I  am  not going to repeat them  here, bu t I  know tha t you all jo in  me in expressing our thanks to those 
people whom we m entioned in those motions, the President and the Vice-President o f the Republic, the Ind ian  
G overnm ent, the Prime M inister, and  the Ind ian  Red Cross Society, in particular, for the most rem arkable ban
q u e t which they gave us yesterday, so m any people of the Ju n io r R ed Cross, the m any Ind ian  families, and last 
b u t no t the least our C hairm an, R ajkum ari A m rit K aur, thanking whom I should leave to better speakers than  
myself. T hank  you.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I have ju st received the result of the voting on the U nited States 
Resolution.

In  favour . .  . .  62
Against . .  . .  44
Abstentions . .  . .  16

T he Resolution is carried.

I now give the floor to the G overnm ent delegate from the Peoples Republic o f China who wishes to m ake 
a  statement.

H . E. M r . PA N -TZU -LI (People’s Republic of China, Governm ent)—M adam  Chairm an, Fellow-delegates: 
T h e  Chinese delegation holds th a t the U nited  States proposals just adopted by this Conference is in  violation 
o f  the Statutes of the In ternational R ed Cross.*

And now we declare th a t we w ithdraw  from the X lX th  International R ed Cross Conference.

R a j k u m a r i  A M R IT  K A U R  (C hairm an)— I  rule th a t the words w ith reference to the U nited States be 
expunged from the records.

I would also like to  make a  statem ent and th a t is to this effect. I  spoke yesterday w ith a very full heart. 
This Conference has a right to vote and  accept any Resolution and it is the duty of the M embers of the R ed 
Cross Societies and  the G overnm ent delegates to abide by tha t decision. But I cannot help bu t protest th a t it 
was no t given to the host Society of the R ed Cross to have any choice in the m atter o f the issuing of invitations 
by  the designation tha t has now been accepted by this Conference.

I would recall to your m ind th a t the U nited States of America R ed Cross having invited the In ternational 
Conference to m eet there, a t the last m om ent refused to have it there, because they were unwilling to invite a 
certain  R ed Cross Society to take p a rt in  those deliberations and the Conference was transferred to Toronto. 
I  hum bly subm it th a t had  I been given the same opportunity, the Conference would not have been held here. 
I  consider th a t the way th a t this Resolution has been introduced a t the last m om ent, is—if I  m ay say so in all 
hum ility—grave discourtesy to the Ind ian  R ed Cross Society.

T he only protest I can m ake is to leave this Conference H all. I do it w ith regret. I do not do it in any 
spirit of an tipathy  or antagonism  to the R ed Cross movement. O f tha t I  have been a soldier all m y life, and I 
shall continue to be th a t soldier. I would thank all the members o f  all the delegations here for the w arm th 
o f  affection and  the gratitude tha t they have expressed on various occasions to the Ind ian  R ed Cross for having 
invited them  here. I  am  very glad tha t the work of the Conference, a t any rate, has proceeded smoothly. I 
will ask now Prince de M érode to take the C hair in m y place.

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur and the Indian Red Cross Society delegation then left the Conference Hall.

Prince de M bode then took the Chair.

*  Passage expunged by order of the Chairman.
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P r i n c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French) (speaking to Prof. M iterev)— Excuse me bu t I  have 
not received a request from you, and  other speakers are already on the list for the question on the agenda.

Professor M iterev asks for the floor on a point o f order. I give him  the floor.

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U .S .S .R . Governm ent and R ed Cross)— I w ant to speak to a point o f order.
Fellow-delegates, taking into consideration the circumstances, taking into consideration the fact tha t th e  

Chairm an of this Conference has left the Conference and the Ind ian  delegation has also left the Conference, we 
declare on behalf of the Soviet delegation th a t the Conference cannot proceed with its work now. A n impossible 
situation has been created and the whole work of the Conference has been brought to nothing, I  think th a t the  
Conference should be declared over.

P r i n c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French)—Ladies and Gentlem en : I  feel th a t the Conference 
should be consulted as to whether or not the work of this Conference should be ended a t this point. W ill those 
in  favour of closing our work and  discussions kindly raise their hands?

W ill those who are against this proposal kindly raise their hands ?

There are 65 votes in  favour of continuing our discussion, 38 against, and 5 abstentions. T he Conference
has therefore decided to continue its work. T here is another point o f order, I  believe.

P r o f . M IT E R E V  (U .S.S.R ., Governm ent and R ed Cross)— O n behalf of the Governm ent of the U .S .S .R ., 
on behalf of the Governm ent of the Byelorussian Republic, on behalf of the G overnm ent of U kraine and  the  
Alliance of the R ed Cross and R ed Crescent Societies of the Soviet U nion, I  w ant to m ake the following statem ent.

W e consider it impossible for us to stay a t this Conference. T he m ajority of the delegates supported the  
resolution which had  political motives, and we consider tha t it is impossible for us to  continue to participate in  
this Conference, and the responsibility for the fact tha t this Conference was disrupted rests w ith the respresenta- 
tive of the Am erican Governm ent. W e are leaving the Conference.

P r in c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French)—Does the Czechoslovak delegate wish to speak on 
a  point o f order ?

D r . CEC H  (Czechoslovakia, Government) (original French)— M r. C hairm an : In  the nam e of the 
Czechoslovak G overnm ent and the Czechoslovak R ed Cross Society, I  declare th a t the resolution w hich has 
been passed was intended to  underm ine the successful conclusion of the Conference, despite the fact th a t 
yesterday the Czechoslovak delegate drew  attention to the fact th a t this resolution and  the arrangem ents to w hich 
it m ight give rise would be null and void.

T he delegation of the Czechoslovak Governm ent and  the delegation of the R ed Cross consider it impos
sible to rem ain in  this hall and  they are leaving the Conference.

T hank you.

D r . BELEA (Rum ania, R ed Cross) (original French)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and  Gentlem en : In  the  
nam e of the R um anian delegation, we express our indignation a t the manoeuvres in  which the U nited  States 
delegation has engaged in order to have its draft resolution passed, which is o f a political nature  and is contrary 
to the Statutes and principles of the R ed  Cross. These manoeuvres constitute a  serious prejudice to the R ed  
Cross emblem. In  these circumstances, we shall leave the Conference.

D r . K O L A R O FF (Bulgaria) (Governm ent and R ed Cross) (original French)— M r. Chairm an, Ladies 
and Gentiemen : In  the nam e of the Bulgarian G overnm ent and  the Bulgarian R ed Cross, I feel th a t this resolu
tion is null and  void because it  is in flagrant contradiction w ith the resolutions adopted three days ago, th a t is 
to say, the Swiss resolution which stated th a t “  having taken note of the invitations issued, according to the
Statutes of the International R ed Cross, by the Standing Commission ”  ; another resolution has now been
passed which states th a t we should act in a completely different m anner. In  these circumstances, we cannot 
rem ain at this Conference.

D e l e g a t e  o f  H u n g a r y  (original French)— M r. Chairm an, in  the nam e of the H ungarian  Govern
m ent and the H ungarian  R ed Cross, I declare th a t it is impossible for us to rem ain a t this Conference because 
of the political questions which have been the subject of discussion and decisions here.

P r i n c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French)—There are still several speakers who have asked for 
the floor on points of order; I would merely ask them , if they cannot make a jo in t statem ent, to be extremely brief.
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M r . N ISH O V A  (Albania, Governm ent and  R ed Cross) (original French)— M r. Chairm an, in the nam e 
■of the A lbanian G overnm ent and  the A lbanian R ed Cross, I  am  leaving the Conference because it is impossible 
to  continue our work in view of the m anner in  w hich the U nited States have imposed their own aims.

M r s . M A T E R N  (Democratic Republic o f G erm any, Governm ent)— M r. President, and Ladies and  
G entlem en : W e are in  full agreem ent w ith the spirit in  which R ajkum ari A m rit K au r has spoken and  acted. W e 
agree entirely w ith the statem ent of the Soviet delegation, th a t it  was a m atter o f political decision involving a 
violation of the Statutes which makes invalid the following decisions of the Conference. T he delegations of the 
G overnm ent and  of the R ed Cross of the G erm an D em ocratic Republic therefore are also unable to take p art 
in  this Conference any longer.

D e l e g a t e  f r o m  D e m o c r a t ic  P e o p l e ’s R e p u b l i c  o f  K o r e a — M r. President and  Fellow-delegates : T he 
G overnm ent and  R ed  Cross delegations o f the D em ocratic People’s Republic of Korea, who are working for the 
cause of the R ed Cross and  hum anitarianism  consider th a t this Conference has adopted a resolution which has 
a  political character. So, our delegations cannot stay a t this Conference, and  we are leaving this Conference.

P r o f . T O N  T H A T  T U N G  (Democratic Republic of V iet-Nam , Governm ent and  R ed Cross) (original 
F rench)—W e regret to have to leave this Conference, bu t it is impossible to work in such a  political atmosphere. 
T hese are no longer R ed Cross m atters, these are political questions.

H . E. D r . K A TZ-SU C H Y  (Poland, G overnm ent)— M r, President, Fellow-delegates: I t  is w ith great regret 
th a t m y delegation sees the crisis created in  this Conference. In  spite of m any warnings sounded by the President 
o f  this Conference, by the President of the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross, and by m any who spoke 
from  this rostrum , and  who behind the scenes tried to prevent the crisis in  the nam e of the proper working of 
this Conference, a  deadlock was created. This is no more the R ed Cross Conference which we opened a  few 
days ago. T he President of this Conference has left.

T he host society of this Conference has left.

T he representatives of the Chinese People’s R epublic representing 650 million people, nearly a whole 
continent, were forced to leave.

Speaking on behalf of the Governm ent delegation of Poland and the Polish Society of the R ed  Cross, I 
m ust state th a t in  the situation in  w hich the President was forced to resign and  to  leave, in  which the host 
Society o f this Conference was insulted, we th ink no work can be continued in  a  Conference which does not 
correspond to the realities of the world and  therefore, in  solidarity w ith the President of this Conference, we have 
w ith  great regret to leave the hall and  no t to take any further p a rt in  the work of the Conference.

D r . G R E G O R IO  (Yugoslavia, Governm ent and  R ed Cross)— Fellow-delegates, the Yugoslav delegation 
voted against the Resolution o f the U nited  States for purely practical reasons, as they foresaw such an  end if  it 
w ere adopted. I  ask you fellow-delegates w hat we have gained by adopting the Am erican Resolution and 
w hat we have lost now? We are depriving the largest organization of the R ed Cross in  the world, the Chinese 
R ed  Cross, and  the delegation of the G overnm ent o f the People’s Republic of China, from  representing one 
q u a rte r o f the population of the world in  this Conference. Does this not m ean a  breach of the principle of 
universality—a universal R ed  Cross Conference which does no t include 25 per cent o f  the world’s population. 
Therefore, we cannot participate in  the Conference any longer.

T h e  H o n . M r . M cC L IN T O C K  (U.S.A., Governm ent)— M r. Chairm an, and  Fellow-delegates, when 
this Conference opened the great Prim e M inister o f Ind ia  expressed the hope th a t the ills of the cold w ar 
w ould not be visited upon this Conference. This week the great Vice-President of Ind ia , tracing  the long 
struggle of hum anity to achieve a greater degree of grace, a greater degree of m oral self-discipline, a  greater degree 
•of virtue in  application of m an to m an, laid down certain precepts w hich in  the last 20 minutes have been 
notably  violated. In  the days of the great Em peror Ashoka, when the word of Lord  B uddha was heard  in this 
land , you will recall th a t he said: “ Sorrow, I teach, sorrow, the uprooting of sorrow ” , I  believe th a t this R ed 
Cross need no t feel asham ed o f its action in  defence of principle and  th a t this R ed Cross Conference in  m aintain
ing  principle can, a t the same time feel sorrow th a t certain delegations devoted to politics above principle, to 
the application of their own political ends above the ends of this great hum anitarian  body, have decided 
to  walk out.

M r. C hairm an, as this is the land of Ashoka, this is the land where in the T erai the Lord Buddha was born, 
th is is the land where M ahatm a G andhi preached ahimsa, we of the Am erican delegation feel no rancour. W e
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feel a sense of sadness th a t in violation of the will which an  overwhelming m ajority of this Conference expressed 
for a certain principle not only of law bu t of equity and of hum anity, the principle which we stood for— of 
universality and of R ed Cross membership— these delegations have walked out.

M r. Chairm an, I say I  speak w ith sorrow. I also speak with hope because the R ed Cross Conference 
today in reaffirming th a t principle is more sacred than  mere expediency, gives hope for the morrow, and if the 
Lord Buddha said : “ Sorrow, I teach, sorrow and  the uprooting of sorrow” we of the U nited States delegation 
pledge our continued faith in  allegiance to the R ed Cross and  its noble work for the uprooting of sorrow.

C o l . D r . SO EM A R N O  SO SR O A T M O D JO  (Indonesia, R ed Cross)— M r. Chairm an, on behalf o f the  
Indonesian R ed Cross delegation, I am  compelled to state here th a t as the host Society is absent, it is my m oral 
duty as guest to leave the Conference.

M r s . ABOU R IC H E T  (Syria, R ed Crescent) (original Spanish)— In  the nam e of the Syrian R ed Crescent, 
I  believe th a t it was a lack of courtesy on our part to adopt this proposal, knowing w hat the consequences would 
be. I do not speak because I  was against the proposal, bu t for reasons of courtesy I would have hoped th a t the 
m atter could have been referred to the Standing Commission in Geneva and thus we could have avoided entering 
into political matters. Since the purpose of the proposal was to adm it another country to the Conference an d  
it has gained admission, let it come in for a few minutes. In  the nam e of the Syrian R ed Crescent, we w ithdraw  
from the Conference.

D r . R O Y  (Haiti, R ed Cross) (original French)— M r. C hairm an, Fellow-delegates: After expressing m y 
own gratitude and th a t of all o f us for the way in which we have been received here by the Ind ian  R ed Cross, 
the time has come, and perhaps gone, to express my sadness and also my astonishm ent a t the turn  the discussion 
a t this Conference has taken in  the past few days and the storm which has just broken.

I represent a small R ed Cross Society and a small country which is itself torn by painful and regrettable 
internal differences ; I came to this Assembly thinking tha t it would be a haven in which all discord and  especially 
all hatred  would be eliminated, particularly those of a political nature. D uring this fortnight, we were to set 
aside all questions of race, class, colour, religion, political affiliation and nationality , as well as considerations o f  
political or regional blocks, in  order to co-operate in  searching for a  solution to the m ultiple problems of hum an, 
physical and m oral suffering which, in this year of grace 1957, still affect more than two thirds o f m ankind and  
almost three quarters o f the world’s children. A nd yet, from behind the men whom we would like to be and  
who all understand the gravity of the  situation and the consequences of any rigid attitude, nationality— or ra th e r 
national susceptibility, tha t is to say the least beautiful aspect of nationalism —has re-em erged together w ith  
w hat we believe to be the prestige of each of our countries; and  above all we have been faced with the instructions 
given to each delegation before coming to this m eeting hall, instructions based on purely political considerations 
which we consider completely irrelevant to the present discussion. T he result of all th a t is catastrophic : 
irreparable loss of time, m utual lack of understanding; countries like mine w hich suffer had hoped th a t this 
Conference would achieve a  great deal, bu t the work has been held up.

Ju s t as in the case of a family when neither husband nor wife is prepared to make concessions, even for the 
well-being of the children, so one m ight say th a t there is only one solution— divorce, a word which should never 
exist in the R ed Cross vocabulary. Delegations like mine, which did not receive such instructions, are directed 
only by their R ed Cross spirit, their concern and their hum anitarian  feelings in  appealing to everyone here to  
make a m inim um  concession which would have enabled our work to be concluded in  an atmosphere of cordial 
understanding tha t m ight have been restored even a t the last m inute.

In  practical terms, it would have sufficed for the U nited States to agree that their draft resolution should 
apply only to the next Conference, since the present one is almost over.

In  parallel, the Democratic People’s R epublic of China m ight have accepted the principle th a t every party  
to the Geneva Conventions should be allowed to take part in  R ed Cross meetings, regardless of political or 
diplom atic considerations.

In  the m eantim e, in the com petent organizations other delegations acting according to other ideals and  
other instructions would in tu rn  carry out their responsibilities before our next Conference. But today, we should 
have tried to finish well a task which began so propitiously.

P r i n c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French)— I would rem ind you, Ladies and  G entlem en, th a t 
you have decided to continue our work and tha t the only item still outstanding on our agenda is the resolution 
on world peace. Any delegate who wishes to speak on this resolution m ay have the floor.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, in th a t case, I  think tha t we should take a decision on the resolution on world peace. 
I t  seems to  me th a t the establishment of peace is no easy m atter and th a t the num ber of supporters of tha t peace 
has dwindled singularly. In  view o f the fact th a t the authors of the am endm ents which have been presented 
are no longer w ith us, it is m y duty  to present this draft resolution to you in  its original form. Those in favour 
o f  the resolution on peace?

T he delegate of A rgentina asks for the floor.

H . E. M r . SC IL IN G O  (Argentina, G overnm ent)—M r. C hairm an : Before the word “ recom m end ” , I  
move th a t the words “  in accordance w ith the principles contained in  the C harter o f the U nited Nations ” be 
added.

P r i n c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an)— Those in favour of the Argentine am endm ent m ay please raise their 
hands.

Two delegates came and occupied the seats marked “  Rep. o f  China ” , at this stage

A n am endm ent is therefore proposed and  I  shall pu t it to a vote if there are no other speakers. W ill those 
in  favour of the am endm ent proposed by the A rgentine delegate please raise their hands ? W ould the delegate 
for A rgentina kindly come back to the rostrum  to read out the exact text o f his am endm ent ?

First of all, however, I  shall give the floor to the Ind ian  delegate on a point of order.

S h r i  D. P. K A R M A R K A R  (India, Governm ent)— M r. Chairm an, on a point of order. T he resolution 
th a t this House passed ju s t a m om ent ago specifically said th a t the Governments invited or the parties invited 
be  addressed by their official title. T he parties invited are not the persons th a t are supposed to represent the 
G overnm ent. W hat it  say? in  the procedure is th a t a party  can either be a  Governm ent or a non-G overnm ent 
organization. Now, if  an  occasion arose to address a party, the Am erican resolution says, not th a t the delegate 
be adm itted im m ediately bu t th a t the particular party  which was wrongly addressed should be rightly addressed.

I  think, the right procedure for this Conference was not to have allowed the delegates to come in bu t to 
correct the mistake which was originally m ade, th a t is to say, th a t a certain party  was addressed by a certain title. 
T h a t party  is the Governm ent in  Taipeh. Unless the delegate holds credentials, not only to  represent his 
G overnm ent in  this Conference b u t also to receive all communications addressed through official channels th a t 
ought to be addressed to T aipeh, and  unless th a t G overnm ent is addressed and  th a t G overnm ent says th a t these 
are  our delegates on behalf o f the R epublic o f China in consonance w ith the invitation, it is not proper. T oday 
the invitation does not stand to Governm ent of the R epublic o f China. Now, after this proposal when the 
delegation was adm itted, they have been adm itted w ithout any correct invitation addressed to the R epublic 
o f  China w hich is functioning in Formosa. So, the logical thing, in consonance w ith the resolution should have 
been this. As soon as th a t resolution was passed and  the Conference was authorised to do so formally, they 
should have addressed a  certain  Governm ent like th a t and  not to have adm itted the delegates immediately.

T hey  cannot do tha t. T h a t is m y point of order. First, there should have been a  new telegram  on behalf 
o f this Conference : “  In  view o f this resolution, will you please send your representatives ” ? W hat you have 
done is a short-cut and  I  believe, on a  point of order, th a t th a t short-cut is wrong.

Secondly, M r. C hairm an, the situation th a t has now arisen is really a  difficult situation. I t  is obvious 
th a t the Ind ian  R ed  Cross delegation against its own will had  to express disapproval of the resolution as passed. 
Now the position is really extraordinary. No one in this Conference, I  suppose, has ever advocated the existence 
o f  two Chinas. All th a t they have advocated— I m ean the advocates on bo th  the sides, the U nited  States 
delegation as also the delegations who opposed—is th a t they recognize only one C hina. W e have an  extra 
ordinary position in  this Conference of having recognized “  two Chinas ” . Let us be clear about tha t. You 
m ay call one the People’s R epublic of China and  the other the R epublic of China. But as our proceedings last 
tim e show, and  which proceedings are clear on the point, the X V II I th  R ed Cross Conference recognized only 
one China. T h a t is clear from  the proceedings.

A part from that, whereas we have every sym pathy with the walking-out from this Conference of the Ind ian  
R ed  Cross delegation, and  also other delegates who have followed it in sym pathy—we have every sym pathy w ith 
their decision—it has not been the practice in the G overnm ent o f Ind ia  to leave conferences whenever anything 
th a t meets w ith  their disapproval happens. Therefore, it is only because of th a t reason th a t we believe in  sitting 
in  a  Conference w hich passed proposals w hich we do not like; otherwise, we have the fullest sym pathy w ith the 
Ind ian  R ed  Cross delegation as also other delegations which have left the Conference in sympathy.

T hank  you very m uch, M r. C hairm an, I  should like to have a  ruling on the point of order th a t I have 
raised.
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P r i n c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French)— I think th a t the Conference should decide on the 
point of order ju st raised : w hether the delegates of the Republic of China should continue to sit in the places 
they now occupy. W ill those in favour of an  affirmative answer please raise their hands ? W ill those against 
now raise their hands ? There are 51 votes in favour of the delegates of the R epublic of China sitting am ong us, 
31 against, and 18 abstentions. T he Conference has therefore decided th a t these delegates should sit am ong us 
here. I consider th a t it is now time to pu t an end to these discussions. I shall give the floor to the delegate o f  
Argentina, after w hich the list of speakers will be closed and  you will be asked to vote on the resolution on world 
peace, whether or not amended.

H . E. M r . S C IL IN G O  (Argentina, Governm ent)— M r. C hairm an, the am endm ent I  moved was th is: 
after the paragraph  :

“ Exhorts the Governments to neglect no endeavour to settle their disputes in  a pacific m anner and  
in all their acts to obey the ideal of hum an fellowship and the hum anitarian  principles recognized by a ll 
nations ” , 

to include this :
“ And, in accordance w ith the aims and principles of the C harter of the U nited  Nations ” .

P r in c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French)— I  think th a t everyone has understood the present 
text of this am endm ent and  I  therefore pu t i t  to the vote. W ill those in favour of the A rgentine am endm ent 
please raise their hands ? Will those opposed to it please raise their hands ? No votes against the resolution. 
Are there any abstentions ? Five abstentions. T he A rgentine am endm ent is therefore adopted by 56 votes in  
favour and  none against, w ith 5 abstentions.

Now I shall pu t to the vote the draft resolution on world peace as ju st am ended. W ill those in favour o f  
the resolution please raise their hands ? Those against ? T he resolution is adopted unanimously.

Ambassador Francois-Poncet has an  announcem ent to make concerning the Standing Commission, and  
I therefore give him  the floor.

H . E. M r . FR A N C O IS-PO N C E T  (France, R ed Cross) (original French)— M r. C hairm an : I m erely 
w ant to rem ind the Conference th a t life goes on and  is not in terrupted  by such regrettable incidents as these. 
I f  I  dared, I would say th a t this is no t the first time.

A t Toronto, the same thing happened. T he incident took place a t the beginning of the Conference and  
ended in the w ithdraw al of the representatives of the R epublic of China. This time, it has happened a t the end 
of the Conference and has led to the w ithdraw al of the People’s R epublic of China. After Toronto, life continued 
nevertheless. T he R ed  Cross has m any great achievements to its credit, and  believe me, however deplorable 
this episode m ay be, it should not impede our efforts to re-establish unity, fellowship and  friendship between 
the members of the R ed  Cross and  the different Societies; for th a t is our principal objective. For the m om ent, 
I  repeat, life goes on and  in  accordance w ith the Statutes, the Standing Commission which you have re-elected 
m ust m eet im m ediately after the last m eeting of the Conference— th a t is to say, either later today in  the offices 
of the Bureau of the Conference, or tomorrow m orning. I rem ind the members of the Commission of this, so th a t 
before going away they will not forget to apply faithfully the rules w hich we m ust all or should all observe.

P r i n c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French)— I  will make an  exception— b u t this is the last—  

in  favour of the Egyptian delegate, who wishes to speak briefly on a point o f order.

M r . EZZ EL D IN  EL SYED ISSA (Egypt, Governm ent)— M r. C hairm an, Fellow-delegates : I would 
like to say th a t this Conference, as I felt, has been diverted from its hum anitarian  objectives and w ent into purely 
political channels. So, th e  Egyptian delegation withdraws.

M r . B O ISSIER  (I.C .R .C .) (original French)— M r. C hairm an, Ladies and  G entlem en : This is not the  
time for eloquence. W e have already expressed our gratitude to the country w hich has been our host, to our 
C hairm an and to all those who have organized this Conference so well. T he time has come, however, to look 
a t the balance-sheet of w hat this Conference has achieved, and first of all a t the credit side. We came to In d ia  
w ith a  feeling of deep respect for this country and  its people, and we leave with, in addition, a sincere and res
pectful affection for a  nation and people w hich have won our hearts. T h a t is already a  spiritual gain for us. W e 
have unanimously adopted a num ber of im portant resolutions, including those on the D raft Rules for the protec
tion of the civilian population, the autonom y of the R ed Cross and  the medical profession, and the appeal in  
behalf of Algerian refugees.
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This Conference entrusted im portant tasks to us, and now we m ust carry them  out. Lastly, we have m et 
o ld  friends again and have m ade new ones ; I hope we shall see them  all in Geneva in six years’ time.

Now let us tu rn  to the debit side of our balance-sheet—the incident w hich has just occurred and  in which 
we all took p a rt in one way or another. However deplorable this incident m ay be, we m ust not le t ourselves be 
discouraged by it. O n the contrary, it should make us see ourselves as we are and understand our duties and 
responsibilities. O u r responsibilities are increased because, as m en am ong men, we have taken part in their 
fears, their lack of m utual confidence, and  their differences of opinion. I f  we w ant to rem ain worthy of our noble 
mission, we m ust in future be inspired m ore by our ideals and  m ust serve them  better so th a t they m ay prevail. 
L ong live the R ed Cross.

H . E. M r . R U E G G E R  (Switzerland, Governm ent) (original French)— M r. C hairm an: I t  is useless to try  
to  hide the emotion which we all feel. I will add very little to w hat has already been said so well by the 
C hairm an of the Standing Commission and the President of the In ternational Committee of the R ed  Cross.

In  the nam e of the Governm ent which is the depositary of the Geneva Conventions, I would have liked to 
m ake an  urgent appeal for the work of the R ed Cross to continue in all circumstances. T h a t is the desire of our 
em inent C hairm an, who rem ains in  office until the end. W e bowed w ith respect before the sadness of our 
d ear and em inent Chairm an, who will always rem ain the great wom an C hairm an of the New Delhi Conference, 
under whose direction we have adopted resolutions of lasting value w hich will be known as the Delhi resolutions. 
T h a t is the most im portant thing, and  we are happy th a t under her direction the Conference has accomplished 
its task and- th a t her nam e is attached to all th a t is positive and  lasting in  the  decisions taken here. She has 
handed  over to you, M r. C hairm an, the heavy responsibility of acting in  her stead, and in  so doing, she acted as 
a  w om an of the R ed Cross. You accepted th a t responsibility, and we are grateful to you. I t  was and  is 
essential to carry on, and because we continued our work, an  im portant resolution was adopted only a few m inutes 
ago. A nd I  would like all those who, like you, like all of us, rem ain devoted to the task to do their utm ost so 
th a t the ties m ay be restored as soon as possible.

P r i n c e  d e  M É R O D E  (Chairm an) (original French)—Ladies and  Gentlem en: Now th a t the discussion 
is over and  we have come to the end of our agenda, there is little to  be added to the statem ents ju st m ade by 
some em inent speakers, and I am  thinking particularly of the moving words of the President of the In ternational 
Com m ittee a few minutes ago. I  believe in  the R ed  Cross, and  I am  convinced th a t these incidents, however 
regrettable they m ay be, cannot shake th a t faith in  the R ed Cross ideals which we m ust all keep enshrined in 
o ur hearts.

I  am  convinced th a t this faith  exists in the hearts of those who have left this hall as well as in  the hearts of 
those who are still here; it will enable us to accomplish the noble task for which we m et here and  for which we 
have worked w ith a single heart over the past weeks.

After M r. Boissier and  the other em inent speakers whom you have heard, may I also cry “ Long live 
the R ed Cross ” . I  declare the m eeting closed.
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PART IV
R E S O L U T I O N S

(English text as approved by the D rafting Committee o f  the X lX th  International Conference o f  the R ed Cross.)





RESOLUTIONS

( Adopted by the X IX th  International Conference )

I
R e p o r t s  b y  N a t i o n a l  S o c ie t ie s

T h e  X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
having taken note of the reports subm itted by N ational Societies on their work, 
received these reports, 
directs th a t they be filed,
thanks the N ational Societies which subm itted them .

I I
R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m it t e e  o f  t h e  R e d  C r o ss

T h e X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the reports of the In ternational Com m ittee o f the R ed  Cross on its work from 1952 to 1957 
accepts these reports,
thanks the In ternational Committee of the R ed  Cross for having subm itted them.

I I I

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  R e d  C r o s s  S o c ie t ie s

T he X IX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the report o f the League of R ed Cross Societies on its work from 1952 to 1956, 
accepts this report,
thanks the League of R ed Cross Societies for having subm itted it.

IV

R e p o r t  o f  A c t io n  t a k e n  o n  t h e  R e s o l u t io n s  o f  t h e  X V III th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e

R e d  C r o ss

T h e X IX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the report o f the International Committee o f the R ed  Cross and  the League of R ed  Cross 

Societies on the action taken on the Resolutions of the X V III  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross, 
accepts this report,
thanks the International Committee and the League for having subm itted it.

V

E m p r e s s  S h Ôk e n  F u n d

T h e X IX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the report of the Empress ShÔken Fund presented by the Jo in t Commission o f the In ter

national Committee of the R ed Cross and the League o f R ed Cross Societies,
considering the proposal subm itted to it by the Jo in t Commission in the annex to its report, 
accepts the report,
thanks the Jo in t Commission for its adm inistration of the Fund, 
decides to am end the Regulations of the Fund as follows :

(a) A ddition of the following sentence to Article 2, paragraph 1, after the second sentence:
“ T he institution from which the C hairm an is draw n shall also provide the Commission’s 

Secretariat for th a t same year ” .
(b) Addition of a  new article 5a as follows :

“ National R ed Cross Societies which feel obliged by circumstances to pu t the allocations received
to uses other than  those specified in  their applications for grants under Article 4 m ust ask for the
Jo in t Commission’s approval before doing so ” .
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(c) Addition of a new article 5b as follows :
“  T he N ational R ed Cross Societies shall send to the Jo in t Commission, in due time, a  report 

on the use of the allocations received” .
(d) A m endm ent as follows to paragraph  1 of article 8 of the Regulations :

“  Article 8 .—T he Jo in t Commission shall present to each International Conference o f the R ed 
Cross a report on the financial situation of the Fund, the allocations which have been m ade since the 
preceding Conference and  the use m ade of those allocations by the N ational Societies.................. ”

V I

A u g u s t a  T r u s t  F u n d

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the report on the Augusta T rust Fund subm itted by the International Com m ittee of 

the R ed Cross,
accepts this report,
thanks the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross for its adm inistration of the Fund.

V II

F l o r e n c e  N ig h t i n g a l e  M e d a l

T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the report on the aw ard o f the Florence Nightingale M edal subm itted by the In ternational 

Committee of the Red Cross, 
accepts this report,
thanks the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross for its adm inistration.

V II I

F o u n d a t io n  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m it t e e  o f  t h e  R e d  C r o ss

T h e X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the report on the Foundation for the International Committee of the R ed  Cross subm itted 

by the Council of this Fund, 
accepts the report,
thanks the Council for its adm inistration.

IX
C o m m is s io n  f o r  t h e  F in a n c in g  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  C o m m it t e e  o f  t h e  R e d  C r o ss

T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
whereas the Commission set up by the X V IIth  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross in  its Resolution 

No. 8 has concluded its work and subm itted its report,
whereas, according to this report, a num ber of National Societies have m ade regular voluntary annual 

contributions to the In ternational Committee and  whereas the continuation of this support and  contributions from 
all N ational Societies are desirable, justified, and  necessary,

whereas, also, appeals are m ade by the International Committee to Governments w hich are members 
o f the International Conference of the R ed Cross in accordance w ith the Resolution of the D iplom atic Conference 
held in  Geneva in  1949 and the participation of National .Societies in passing on and  supporting these appeals 
varies of necessity from country to  country according to national custom,

decides:
(a) th a t the report of the Commission set up by the X V IIth  In ternational Conference o f the R ed  Cross, 

in  accordance w ith the above m entioned Resolution is approved,
(b) th a t each N ational R ed  Cross Society accepts its obligation as a  m em ber of the In ternational R ed 

Cross to pay regular, voluntary, annual contributions to the In ternational Committee,
(c) th a t each N ational R ed Cross Society will continue to take such steps as it  considers advisable w ith 

regard to financial appeals m ade to Governments by the In ternational Com m ittee in accordance w ith 
the above Resolution of the 1949 D iplom atic Conference,
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(d) tha t a new Commission shall be appointed consisting of the N ational Societies of Czechoslovakia, 
G reat Britain, India, M exico and  the Netherlands.

X

S p e c i a l  F a c il i t ie s

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,

considering the situation of N ational Societies w hich have not been granted adequate facilities by their 
Governm ents to accomplish their missions such as:—

(a) the granting of rap id  visas and  travel facilities to R ed Cross personnel going on official duty  in  a 
foreign country w ith the agreem ent of the N ational Society of the country concerned ;

(b) rap id  transfer from one country to another of funds for R ed  Cross work;
(c) rap id  m ovem ent free of charge of R ed  Cross medical and  other relief supplies for disaster needs ;
(d) exem ption from custom duties and  other duties on R ed Cross relief supplies ;
(e) exem ption from taxes on fund-raising schemes in  a id  of disaster relief;
urges N ational Societies once again to bring this m atter to  the notice of their Governments indicating to 

them  benefits already granted to a  large num ber of N ational Socieites and to  request from their Governments 
th a t similar facilities be accorded to enable the Societies effectively to discharge their duties in  disaster relief.

X I

A l g e r i a n  R e f u g e e s

T h e X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
considering th a t a large num ber of Algerians, the m ajority being composed of women, children and  aged 

persons who, fleeing from  events in Algeria, have taken refuge in  Tunisia and  M orocco;
considering th a t the m ajority of these refugees, whose num bers are increasing daily, are absolutely 

destitute ; th a t the approaching severe w inter in N orth  Africa will render still worse the living conditions of this 
mass of hum an  beings who are already homeless, under-nourished, w ithout sufficient clothing and  deprived of 
all means of resistance against illness,

considering th a t the assistance given by the Tunisian and  M oroccan Governments, the International 
Com m ittee of the R ed  Cross, the T unisian R ed  Crescent as well as o ther associations anim ated by the R ed 
Cross spirit, is no t sufficient to prevent the serious danger which threatens the existence of these innocent 
victims of the w ar;

considers th a t only an  effort of an  in ternational and  universal nature  would be able to m eet the immense 
resources required to give assistance to these hundreds of thousands of hum an beings,

guided by the H um anitarian  spirit w hich the associations composing it have so frequently shown during 
recent sim ilar situations,

makes an  urgent appeal to the world for similar efforts to be m ade on  behalf o f the A lgerian refugees.

X II

A u t o n o m y  o f  N a t i o n a l  R e d  C r o s s  S o c ie t ie s

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,

re-affirms the principle of the autonom y of all N ational R ed  Cross Societies in conformity w ith Article 4 
of the Conditions for the Recognition of N ational R ed Cross Societies.

X I I I

D r a f t  R u l e s  f o r  t h e  L i m it a t io n  o f  t h e  D a n g e r s  I n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  C i v il ia n  P o p u l a t i o n  in

T im e  o f  W a r

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
convinced th a t it is interpreting the general feeling throughout the world which dem ands th a t effective 

measures be taken to  rid  the peoples from the nightm are of the th reat of war,
having taken cognizance o f the “  D raft Rules for the L im itation of the Dangers incurred by the Civilian 

Population in  T im e of W ar ” , draw n up  by the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross, following a request 
by the Board o f Governors o f the League, m eeting a t Oslo in 1954,
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considers th a t a  set of rules revising and  extending those previously accepted is highly desirable as a m easure 
o f protection for the civilian population, if  a  conflict should unfortunately break out,

deems th a t the objectives of the D raft Rules subm itted are in conformity w ith R ed  Cross ideals and  the
requirem ents of hum anity,

urges the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross to continue its efforts for the protection of the civilian 
population against the evils o f w ar, and

requests the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross, acting on behalf o f the X lX th  In ternational 
Conference, to transm it the D raft Rules, the record of its discussions, the text of the proposals, and  the subm itted 
am endm ents, to the Governments for their consideration.

X IV

R o l e  o f  N a t i o n a l  R e d  C r o s s  S o c ie t ie s  i n  t h e  S p h e r e  o f  C i v i l i a n  P r o t e c t i o n

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
having noted the reports on the role o f N ational Societies in  the sphere of Civilian Protection subm itted

by the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed  Cross and  the League of R ed Cross Societies, 
accepts these reports and  thanks their authors,
reaffirms th a t it  attaches great im portance to the adoption of all necessary practical measures for the 

protecton of the civilian population,
invites Governments to give their most careful atten tion  to such measures,
requests N ational Societies to ac t in accordance w ith the directions and  operational program m es proposed 

by the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross in its report and  by the League of R ed Cross Societies in  its 
Guide, so th a t the civilian population m ay be assured of the assistance which it is entitled to expect of the R ed 
Cross.

X V
T h e  G e n e v a  C o n v e n t i o n s  o f  1949

T he X lX th  International Conference of the R ed  Cross,
having received the report on the Geneva Conventions of 1949 subm itted by the In ternational Com

m ittee of the R ed  Cross, 
accepts this report,
thanks the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed  Cross for having subm itted it,
Takes note of the declaration relating to the applicaton to members of police forces of the provisions of the 

Fourth  Geneva Convention 1949, as quoted in the report.

X V I

L e g a l  A s s is t a n c e  t o  F o r e ig n e r s

T h e X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
having received the reports on Legal Assistance to Foreigners subm itted by the In ternational Com m ittee 

of the R ed  Cross,
accepts these reports,
thanks the In ternational Committee of the R ed  Cross for having subm itted them.

X V II 
M e d i c a l  C a r e

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
considering the efforts already m ade by the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed  Cross to minimize the 

suffering caused by arm ed conflicts of all types, expresses the wish th a t a  new provision be added to the exist
ing Geneva Conventions of 1949, extending the provisions of Article 3 thereof so th a t :

(a) the w ounded m ay be; cared for w ithout discrim ination and  doctors in  no way hindered when giving 
the care which they are called upon to provide in these circumstances,

(b) the inviolable principle of medical professional secrecy m ay be respected,
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(c) there m ay be no restrictions, o ther than  those provided by international legislation, on the sale and  
free circulation of medicines, it being understood th a t these will be used exclusively for therapeutic 
purposes,

furtherm ore, makes an urgent appeal to all Governments to repeal any measures which m ight be contrary 
to  the present Resolution.

X V III

P r o t e c t i o n  o f  P o p u l a t io n s

T h e X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering tha t the R ed Cross has always striven and  continues to strive to relieve hum an suffering whether 

in  peace or w ar,
considering th a t it has always stood for the cause of world peace,
hereby recalls the resolutions adopted by the X V III th  In ternational Conference a t Toronto in  1952 as 

also by the Board of Governors of the League of R ed Cross Societies a t Oslo in  1954, 
appeals once again to all the countries of the world,
to accept the principle th a t w ar is no solution to any problem  and  thereby pledge themselves to 

renounce it,
to intensify their efforts to bring about general disarm am ent,
particularly to adopt measures w hich will a t all times effectively protect hum anity from  the terrible 

consequences of the use of incendiary, chemical, bacteriological, radioactive or other such agents.

X IX

R e l i e f  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  I n t e r n a l  D is t u r b a n c e s

T h e X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
considering it necessary to ensure m axim um  efficiency and  equity in the distribution of relief supplies in 

the event of in ternal disturbances,
declares th a t relief supplies of all types m ust be distributed equitably am ong the victims by the national 

R ed Cross Society, w ithout h indrance on the p a rt of the local authorities;
considers tha t, in the event of the N ational R ed Cross Society being unable to come to  the assistance of the 

victims, or whenever it m ay be deemed necessary or urgent, the In ternational Committee of the R ed Cross 
should take the initiative for the distribution of relief supplies, in agreem ent w ith the authorities concerned ; 

requests authorities to gran t the R ed Cross every facility in  carrying out relief actions.

X X

R e u n io n  o f  D is p e r s e d  F a m il ie s

T h e X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering th a t as a  result of war, in ternal conflicts and  other events a  large num ber of persons, both 

adults and children, are still separated from their homes and  from their families which have been dispersed, and 
whereas m uch hum an suffering has been caused as a  result o f such separation, and, 
whereas the X V III th  International Conference o f the R ed Cross m eeting in  Toronto in  1952 by 

Resolution No. 20 has already recognized the N ational Societies of the R ed  Cross, “ as the natu ra l interm ediaries 
w ith their respective Governments to facilitate to  the greatest extent the liberation of these persons, to seek 
inform ation concerning the fate of such persons and  to facilitate the despatch to them  of m aterial relief ” . 

reaffirms the principles enunciated in  this Resolution,
urges all N ational Societies and  Governments to intensify their efforts in  these m atters and, in particular, 

to facilitate by every means the reunion of persons, both  adults and children, w ith their families in accordance 
w ith the wishes of such persons, and  in  the case of m inor children in accordance w ith the wishes of the recog
nized head of the family no m atter where domiciled.

X X I
T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m is s io n  f o r  M e d i c a l  E q u ip m e n t

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
having taken cognizance of the jo in t report of the International Committee of the R ed  Cross and the 

L eague' of R ed Cross Societies on the International Commission for M edical Equipm ent,

155



considering th a t these two O rganizations have reached the conclusion th a t whilst the work of this Com
mission had  proved extremely useful in the past, this is no longer the case, other specialized organizations now 
being in  a  better position to undertake these tasks, 

recommends th a t the Commission be dissolved,
further recommends th a t the International Com m ittee and  the League continue to follow problems 

connected with medical equipm ent for civilian and  m ilitary use and  inform N ational Societies of progress in  these 
fields, a t the same time rem aining in close contact w ith the com petent in ternational technical organizations 
and national health  authorities.

X X II  
T e c h n i c a l  A id

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
taking note of the report of the M edico-Social Commission, 
requests the Secretariat of the League of R ed Cross Societies :
(a) to study the reports from the N ational Societies sent to the Conference and  also the rem arks m ade 

during the M edico-Social Commission’s meetings by various Societies upon their activities in  the sphere 
of medico-social, welfare, nursing and  Ju n io r R ed Cross work,

(b) to urge N ational Societies to continue reporting to the League Secretariat upon experiences gained 
in this field,

(c) to intensify the technical assistance program m e of the League through the planning, w ithin the 
framework of financial possibilities, of courses or seminars on special activities suitable for pioneer 
work or pilot projects in  those Societies w hich need and  request them ,

requests those N ational Societies which already m ay have gained experience in a  particu lar field to  help, 
through the League Secretariat, other Societies where such activities are under developm ent through receiving 
study visitors or sending out instructors and  field workers for guidance,

requests the League Secretariat to continue distributing inform ation and  directives for work in  special 
fields, either spontaneously or upon request, in  order th a t the League Secretariat m ay rem ain an  effective 
interm ediary and  service body to N ational Societies—keeping in m ind the universality o f the R ed  Cross 
principles.

X X II I
R e d  C r o s s  R e l a t io n s  w i t h  G o v e r n m e n t  A u t h o r i t i e s , G o v e r n m e n t a l  a n d  N o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  

O r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  M e d i c o - S o c ia l  F i e l d

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering w ith satisfaction the developm ent over recent years o f the working relations between the 

Secretariat of the League of R ed Cross Societies, the W orld H ealth  O rganization and  other governm ental 
an d  non-governm ental international organizations,

recognizing the im portance of these contacts in  bringing about coordination of activities and  in  m aking the 
best use of the available resources,

recalling the term s of the resolutions adopted on this po in t by the Board of Governors of the League in 
1946 and  by the X V IIth  In ternational Conference o f the R ed Cross in  1948,

recommends the developm ent of existing links between the League and  these organizations on bo th  the 
international and  the regional level,

suggests th a t N ational R ed Cross Societies,
(a) develop their relations w ith the regional and  national offices o f these organizations in order to ensure 

th a t the best possible use is being m ade of R ed Cross resources in terms of personnel, professional and  
auxiliary, as well as of equipm ent, and th a t the largest possible participation be encouraged of R ed 
Cross volunteers of all categories in carrying out medico-social activities of particular interest to the 
area under consideration ;

(b) make contact w ith the com petent governm ent services in  order to ensure closer co-operation on the 
national level and  thus coordinating the program m e of activities.

X X IV  

B l o o d  T r a n s f u s io n

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering the increasingly im portant role of transfusional therapy in medical and  surgical practice,
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considering tha t blood requirem ents impose new burdens on the community, hence the necessity for an  
ever-increasing num ber of blood donors,

recalls the resolutions concerning this subject adopted by the X V IIth  In ternational Conference o f the 
R ed  Cross a t  Stockholm in 1948 (resolution No. 47) and  by the 21st Session of the Board of Governors of the 
League a t M onaco in 1950 (resolution No. 15),

considering the recom m endations o f the m eeting organized by the League in 1956 between various 
in ternational organizations interested in  problems of blood transfusion on the standardization and  in ter
changeability of m aterial, biological standardization, stocking of equipm ent, training of staff and  recruitm ent 
o f  blood donors,

welcomes the actions undertaken by N ational Societies in regard to the development of blood trans
fusion services and  the establishment of reserves of dried plasm a and  blood protein fractions for use in the  event 
o f epidemics, disasters or conflicts,

emphasises the im portance of close cooperation on the national level between the R ed Cross and  the 
authorities in  the organization o f blood transfusion services,

confirms the desire th a t the principle of the free gift and  receipt of blood be as far as possible universally 
applied,

calls upon N ational Societies to continue to draw  public attention to the im portance of this medico-social 
problem  and  to contribute to the civic and hum anitarian  education of the com m unity in this connection,

requests the Secretariat of the League to continue to encourage and  to assist the N ational Societies in  
th e ir blood transfusion and  blood donor recruitm ent programmes, by m aking available inform ation based on the 
experiences of sister Societies, and by encouraging m utual assistance and the exchange of technicians and 
scholarship holders between N ational Societies.

X X V

P r e v e n t i o n  o f  A c c id e n t s

T h e X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
considering the growing num ber of accidents a t home, in schools, a t sports, on the streets and  a t  work, 

which are tending to become an  increasingly im portan t cause of death  and  disablem ent amongst adults and  
children,

noting the work of the H ealth  Advisory Com m ittee and  of the Ju n io r R ed Cross Advisory Committee, as 
well as the publications issued by the Secretariat of the League of R ed Cross Societies,

bearing in  m ind the im portance o f coordinating the activities of adu lt and  Ju n io r R ed  Cross, 
welcomes the num erous initiatives taken in  various countries to prevent accidents, by the public services 

and  specialized bodies, as well as by the N ational R ed  Cross Societies and their Ju n io r Sections,
draws the attention o f Governments and  N ational Societies to the urgent need for measures to decrease 

the causes of accidents and  for education of the public in general, and young people in  particular, in  order to 
prom ote a  greater safety consciousness on the p a rt o f the trained first aiders and  the general public,

requests the N ational Societies to study means whereby practical cooperation w ith public or private bodies 
concerned w ith accident prevention m ay be undertaken or developed, specially in educational institutions,

requests the League Secretariat to continue its work on the prevention of accidents in order usefully to advise 
N ational Societies.

X X V I 
H e a l t h  E d u c a t io n

T h e X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
recalls the basic principles adopted by the Board of Governors of the League in  1950 a t M onaco, recom 

m ending th a t N ational Societies undertake activities w hich can be considered either as pilot or pioneering pro
jects or th a t are necessary to fill gaps in  the existing public health  services,

reaffirms resolution No. 15 adopted by the 23rd Session of the Board of Governors o f the League in  1954 
a t  Oslo,

draws the attention of N ational Societies to their responsibilities in the field of health  education and  to the 
need of pioneer work or pilot projects :

(a) to develop health  education as an  essential com ponent of all R ed Cross medico-social and  educational 
activities,

(b) to prom ote health  education pilot projects in hospitals, outpatients clinics, health  centres, blood donor 
centres, nursing services, etc.
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(c) to utilize hom e nursing courses as a m edium  through w hich to foster health  education,
(d) to use fully the m any possibilities offered by the Ju n io r R ed Cross to pu t health  education in to

practice through the health  and  service programmes,
(e) to undertake preparation, testing and  evaluation of visual teaching aid m aterial adapted  to m eet 

local habits and customs,
emphasises the value of carefully-planned field studies, research and  experim ental programmes, 
stresses the need for N ational Societies to employ, whenever possible, full-time health  education specialists 

(medico-social workers) :
(a) to give technical leadership and  coordinate these various R ed Cross activities in  the respective 

countries,
(b) to supervise the training in the principles and  methods of R ed  Cross work w ith professional an d

auxiliary health  workers, school teachers, etc., to  keep the standard as high as possible,
requests the League Secretariat to give technical help to N ational Societies in the planning and  expansion 

of their health  educational programmes and within the framework of financial possibilities to organize internation
al and  regional seminars bringing together representatives of N ational Societies from various professions 
and prom oting the exchange of tested health  education materials.

X X V II

V o l u n t a r y  A u x i l i a r y  R e d  C r o s s  P e r s o n n e l

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering th a t one of the fundam ental responsibilities of N ational Societies is to supplem ent governm ental 

action by providing authorities w ith additional qualified staff, professional and  auxiliary;
underlines the need for establishing the closest possible coordination between N ational Societies and the 

com petent authorities in planning and conducting in  each country the activities necessary for the m aintenance 
of health  in th a t country;

invites N ational Societies to increase their efforts in  encouraging a  wide participation of voluntary 
auxiliary personnel in  the various R ed  Cross activities such as first-aid, disaster relief, health  education, nursing, 
blood transfusion, care of the handicapped and  old people, m ental health  services, fight against alcoholism, 
nutrition , and  social welfare, particularly  in the field of m other and  child care ;

invites N ational Societies to  ensure th a t the train ing of all their voluntary and  auxiliary personnel includes 
no t only the necessary technical instruction bu t also detailed inform ation about the R ed  Cross, its ideal, its 
m eans of action nationally and  internationally, and  the rights and  obligations of its m em bers;

underlines particularly  the need for N ational Societies to tra in  auxiliary personnel for work in  disaster 
relief operations, such train ing to  stress the im portance of the hum an factor in  the relations between R ed Cross 
workers and the public and  to  include some knowledge of the psychological and social factors liable to influence 
such relations ;

recommends th a t governments consider the efforts of the R ed Cross, taking into account its experience on 
the in ternational level, an d  encourage its pioneer work as well as its traditional activities and  relief work, 
whilst respecting its guiding principles of im partiality  and independence.

X X V III

N u r s in g

T h e X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
recognizing th a t nursing is essential to the developm ent of health  program m es;
th a t various types of nursing personnel are needed to ensure the quan tity  and  quality o f nursing services 

required to  m eet the needs in  any country;
recommends th a t N ational Societies offer to their nursing personnel o f all categories, professional and  

auxiliary, the necessary basic and  continued preparation to enable each category to render optim um  service in 
their respective responsibilities;

stresses in  particular the need for such preparation  to include detailed instruction on the rights and 
obligations of nursing personnel who, in  time of conflict, enjoy the protection of the R ed Cross emblem, as 
provided for in  the Geneva Conventions;

further recommends th a t agreements be concluded between the N ational Societies and the civilian and  
m ilitary authorities, laying down in advance the respective responsibilities of each in the train ing of voluntary 
health  personnel and  in the organization of the necessary health  services in time of conflict or of natu ral 
disaster;
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expresses the hope th a t seminars be organized in Geneva under the sponsorship of the League of R ed Cross 
Societies and  the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross where those in  charge of organizing voluntary R ed 
Cross health  services for emergency work m ay receive special instruction from the two in ternational organizations 
o f the R ed  Cross on the m atters w ith w hich each is com petent to deal;

furtherm ore, bearing in  m ind the recom m endations of the Nursing Advisory Com m ittee of the League, 
an d  recognising the great opportunity for N ational Societies to assist in raising the standards of nursing through 
close collaboration w ith national nursing organizations;

recommends th a t N ational Societies assist in the recruitm ent of well qualified nursing students ; th a t they 
contribute in  m aking known to the public the need for professional standards in  nursing as set up by the In te r
national Council of Nurses; and  help w ith the selection of qualified candidates who can receive scholarships 
w ith a view to preparing themselves for leading work in various aspects of nursing education and  service ;

recognizing also th a t professional nurses have been of great assistance in helping to develop program m es 
for volunteer nurses’ aids;

invites N ational Societies to request the active participation  of professional nurses in  decisions regarding 
the  needs for volunteer nurses’ aids, as well as in defining the functions they should perform in setting up train ing 
courses for the instructors w ith the assistance of the Nursing Bureau of the League; and in giving continued guidance 
to  and supervision of the program m e.

X X IX

Y o u n g  P e o p l e  a n d  t h e  G e n e v a  C o n v e n t i o n s

T h e  X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
considering th a t Article 144 of the Fourth  Geneva Convention of 1949 makes it incum bent on the 

G overnm ents w hich have ratified th a t Convention to m ake known the letter and  the spirit thereof to the whole 
population ;

considering th a t it is urgent to educate the young generation in the spirit of the Geneva Conventions, and  
recalling in this connection Resolution No. 9 of the 15th In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross held in  
Tokyo in 1934;

considering th a t the N ational Societies and their respective jun io r sections should take an  active p a rt in  
publicising the Geneva Conventions ;

considering th a t the essential aim  of the  Ju n io r R ed Cross program m e is to prom ote a spirit o f peace and  
understanding and to inculcate in  children and  adolescents respect for hum an dignity; 

recommends
(a) th a t the N ational Societies approach their respective Governments in  order th a t the Ju n io r R ed 

Cross m ay be considered by the M inistries of Education and  Public Instruction as one of the most 
efficient means of publicising the Geneva Conventions amongst children and  adolescents ;

(b) th a t in  negotiations w ith the Governments, the N ational Societies endeavour to obtain  space in  the 
school curriculae for the history and  aims of R ed Cross and  for the basic principles of the Geneva 
Conventions ;

(c) th a t the League of R ed Cross Societies, in  agreem ent w ith the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed  
Cross, take the necessary steps w ith U N E SC O  and the In ternational Bureau of Education, which 
jo in tly  organize annual conferences on Public Instruction, w ith a  view to the question of “  T he 
School and  the Publicising of the Geneva Conventions ” being included on the agenda of one of the 
next Conferences on Public Instruction.

X X X

P r a c t i c a l  M e a n s  o f  S p r e a d i n g  K n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  G e n e v a  C o n v e n t i o n s  a m o n g  Y o u n g  P e o p l e

T h e  X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering th a t there is an  urgent need to cultivate in  the younger generation the ideal of peace and  

respect for others ;
considering th a t the Geneva Conventions constitute a  Sound basis for social education ; 
invites N ational Societies to examine the possibilities and  to take as a m atter of urgency—practical 

action to achieve this aim ;
recommends in particu lar, th a t in N ational Ju n io r R ed Cross Section publications and  in the “ Ju n io r 

R ed  Cross News L etter ” , published by the League of R ed Cross Societies, a  column be perm anently devoted to 
the  history o f the R ed Cross and  the Geneva Conventions,

th a t radio and  television broadcasts dealing w ith the same questions be regularly organized ;
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invites the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross and  the League of R ed  Cross Societies to exam ine, 
w ith N ational Societies, the possibilities o f producing one or m ore films for Juniors covering the history, subject 
m atter and  aims of the Geneva Conventions ;

recommends th a t a  future In ternational R ed Cross D ay have as its them e “  Youth and  the Geneva Conven
tions

recommends th a t In ternational Ju n io r R ed Cross Study Centres be used, on an  experim ental basis, for 
studying this question;

recommends th a t the In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed  Cross and  the League of R ed Cross Societies 
issue informative publications suitable for children and  young people, dealing w ith the history o f the R ed Cross 
and  the fundam ental principles of the Geneva Conventions.

X X X I
J u n io r  R e d  C r o s s  A s s is t a n c e  t o  C h i l d r e n  in  D is t r e s s

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference o f the R ed Cross,
recalling Resolution 27 adopted by the X V III th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross held a t T oronto  

in  1952,
regarding w ith the deepest concern the acute distress of millions of children and young people, 
recommends th a t N ational Societies invite their respective Ju n io r Sections to intensify their m utual 

service activities a t the local as well as a t the national and international levels;
invites the Secretariat of the League of R ed Cross Societies to suggest program m es along these lines to

N ational Societies and to supply them  w ith the m axim um  inform ation w ith a view to ensuring the success o f  
such activities.

X X X II

W e l c o m in g  o f  Y o u n g  P e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  A d u l t  R e d  C r o s s

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,
recalling Resolution No. 11 of the X V th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross held a t  Tokyo in  1934

and Resolution No. 40 of the X V III th  Conference held a t  Toronto in 1952;
recognizing th a t it  is im perative th a t form er Ju n io r R ed  Cross m embers be enthusiastically welcomed 

into the ranks o f the adu lt R ed  Cross;
aw are th a t action in this respect has been inadequate and has not m et w ith the success anticipated; 
considering th a t N ational Societies m ust enlist the younger generation in  order to ensure the success of 

their work, and  th a t young people are capable o f assuming w ider responsibilities; 
recommends,
(a) th a t N ational Societies, as a  m atter of urgency, examine ways and m eans of solving this problem ,
(b) th a t the League o f R ed Cross Societies give wide publicity to all initiative taken by N ational 

Societies w hich is likely to improve this situation.

X X X III
S p e c i a l  F i n a n c ia l  A i d  t o  N a t i o n a l  S o c ie t ie s

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering the im portance o f the developm ent o f new and of recently recognized N ational Societies, 

particularly  as regards their medico-social activities,
acquainted w ith the request from  these Societies for financial aid  in  order to be able to  send m embers of 

their staff to  o ther Societies for study tours in  connection w ith physical and m ental health  education of the public, 
youth activities, relief actions and other similar activities, and  also to  provide for visits from  League experts to  
these Societies,

realising th a t the League budget does no t provide sufficient funds for this purpose, 
requests the  League to continue its efforts to obtain from  one o f the generous hum anitarian  Foundations 

special funds in  order to  enable new Societies to  obtain the financial support for the  further train ing o f staff 
urgently  required for the execution and  further developm ent o f the m any hum anitarian  activities under con
sideration,

insists tha t such funds only be requested after all efforts have been m ade to obtain  m axim um  aid from  other 
N ational Societies and after a  specific project w ith a  well prepared plan of operation has been subm itted in  
each case.
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X X X IV

C a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  P r e j u d i c e  a n d  D i s c r im in a t io n

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,

conscious of the deplorable differences in the living conditions of two-thirds of the world population as 
com pared to the other th ird  and the responsibilities of the R ed Cross in this connection,

convinced th a t m any causes of this potentially dangerous inequality lie w ithin the medical social field, 
aw are of the fact th a t large and  powerful In ternational Organizations have undertaken to study and  to 

endeavour to solve this problem,
recalling tha t on several occasions, In ternational Conferences where the R ed Cross was represented have 

requested the cooperation of non-governm ental organizations of w hich the R ed  Cross is one of the oldest and  
has the largest num ber of members, ,

requests all N ational Societies to examine carefully how they can effectively participate in  campaigns 
against hunger, m al-nutrition, alcoholism, lack of and  insanitary housing and  other social evils,

strongly appeals to these Societies not only to continue their activities regarding the prom otion of 
physical health, bu t also to make special efforts to plan  well conceived campaigns in the field o f individual and  
social m ental health  against prejudice, discrim ination and racialism and  to extend aid to the victims o f these 
evils in accord w ith the hum anitarian  traditions of the R ed Cross.

X X X V

P r o c e d u r e  f o r  I n v it a t io n s  t o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e s  o f  t h e  R e d  C r o ss  

T h e  X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,

having taken note of the invitations issued, according to the Statutes of the In ternational R ed  Cross, by 
the S tanding Commission, to Governments parties to the Geneva Conventions, to the  R ed Cross Societies 
an d  In ternational O rganizations of the R ed Cross, as well as to o ther O rganizations ;

having noted also the observations m ade, a t its first M eeting, on the subject of these invitations; 
expresses its thanks to the S tanding Commission for the work which it has accomplished, 
reaffirms the general principle th a t the N ational Society w hich offers its hospitality to  an  International 

Conference acts in  accordance w ith the Statutes in transm itting the invitations merely as an  interm ediary 
and  tha t, therefore, all members m ust refrain from addressing themselves in  this m atter to the inviting National 
Society as such;

desires tha t, also in future, the invitatons to all In ternational Conferences of the R ed Cross be issued in a  
spirit o f broad universality and  include in  the interest of H um anitarian  Law, all Governments exercising 
authority  over territories where the Geneva Conventions are applicable, this regardless o f whether these 
Governm ents enjoy recognition by other signatories;

underlines tha t, in the field of the R ed  Cross, the criteria of recognition customary in the intercourse between 
States do no t apply, and  th a t consequently the decisions regarding the invitations to R ed  Cross Conferences do 
no t and  cannot set a precedent in  other fields.

X X X V I
I n v it a t io n s  t o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e s  o f  t h e  R e d  C r o ss

T h e X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
having in m ind the report o f the C hairm an of the Standing Commission,
confirming the statem ent of the Chairm an of the Standing Commission th a t the R ed Cross is not con

cerned w ith jurid ical and political questions regarding the status of governments,
resolves in accordance with the traditional principles of the R ed Cross th a t it is the sense of the Conference 

th a t all parties invited to attend  the Conference be addressed according to their own official tides.

X X X V II
T h e  R e d  C r o s s  a s  a  F a c t o r  f o r  W o r l d  P e a c e

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross, 

confirms its previous Resolutions for peace,
considering the unique character of the m embership represented by the 110,000,000 men, women and

children, united in  80 countries by the N ational R ed Cross, R ed Crescent and  R ed Lion and  Sun Societies,
w hich in  tu rn  are grouped together in  the League of R ed Cross Societies,
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whereas the num erous m oral and  m aterial demonstrations of fellowship by the R ed Cross on the in ter
national level, w ithout discrimination and  to the exclusion of all political consideration, represent a  most effi
cacious contribution of the R ed Cross to peace am ong the nations,

expresses the heartfelt desire th a t by the m aintenance of peace hum anity m ay be spared from new and 
incalculable suffering,

exhorts the governments to neglect no endeavour to settle their disputes in  a pacific m anner and  in  all their 
acts to obey the ideal o f hum an fellowship and  the hum anitarian  principles recognized by all nations, 

in  accordance w ith the aims and principles o f the C harter of the U nited  Nations, 
recommends the N ational Societies,
to  cultivate their m utual relations, in  order to develop the understanding and  agreem ent indispensable 

for the elim ination of discord am ong themselves and, through their interm ediary, am ong the nations,
to increase the num ber of their actions for m utual assistance, in  order th a t these m ay contribute to 

strengthening their solidarity, w ithout respect to frontiers, and  thus keep alive amongst all peoples the ideal of 
peace, w hich hum anity cannot and m ust not cease to m ake its goal.

X X X V III  

H o m a g e  t o  M a h a t m a  G a n d h i

T h e X lX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering th a t the philosophy of G andhi rejects the very idea of w ar and  th a t the reason for the existence 

of the R ed Cross as a m ovem ent and  as an organization, is to alleviate the suffering caused thereby, and
whereas the present Conference is being held in the capital o f a country to whose foundation he contributed 

in  preaching and  practising the doctrine of non-violence,
pays tribute to the revered m em ory of M ahatm a G andhi, father of the Ind ian  U nion, 
the figure of M ahatm a G andhi, the shining example of his action and his life, his very death, identify him  

w ith  and incarnate the im m ortal principles of the R ed  Cross. G andhi in  his creed of non-violence sums up 
the whole spiritual tradition of Ind ia  from  Asoka to  the present day. H e followed this tradition, w hich he 
practised w ith evangelical and  apostolic zeal, never resorting to any other weapon in the great fight to free his 
country than  the irresistible force of the rejection o f force,

G andhi who knew neither hatred  nor resentm ent w ith his almost mystical love for his neighbour, will 
rem ain for all time the symbol of peaceful action as an  instrum ent for the solution of hum an conflicts.

X X X IX

A p p o i n t m e n t  o f  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S t a n d i n g  C o m m is s io n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e d  C r o s s

T h e X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,

appoints as m embers of the  Standing Commission of the In ternational R ed  Cross for the period 
1957-1963:—

R ajkum ari A m rit K au r (India)
His Excellency Ambassador A. Francois-Poncet (France)
General A. M . G ruenther (U.S.A.)
Professor G. A. M iterev (U .S.S.R.)
M r. T . W . Sloper (Brazil)

X L

P l a c e  a n d  D a t e  o f  t h e  X X t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  R e d  C r o s s

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
gratefully accepts the invitation of the Swiss R ed Cross, the In ternational Committee and  the League to 

hold the X X th  International Conference of the R ed  Cross in  Geneva in  1963, the year of the centenary of the 
R ed Cross.

V o t e s  o f  T h a n k s

T he X lX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed  Cross,

tenders its most respectful thanks to D r. R ajendra Prasad, the President o f Ind ia  and  of the Ind ian  R ed 
Cross Society for honouring the Conference w ith his gracious inaugural address and  reception to the delegates.
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T he X IX th  International Conference of the R ed  Cross,

records its sincere thanks to the V ice-President of India, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, for his address to the 
Conference.

T he X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
records its deep appreciation and  thanks to the Prime M inister, Shri Jaw aharlal N ehru, for addressing 

the opening session and  for voicing his whole-hearted support to the great hum anitarian  mission of the 
R ed  Cross.

T he X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
votes its sincere thanks to the G overnm ent of Ind ia  for its generous financial assistance towards the expenses 

of the Conference and for giving num erous valuable facilities as tangible gestures of support to the cause of the 
R ed Cross.

T he X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
places on record its deep appreciation and  gratitude to the Ind ian  R ed Cross Society for the efficient 

assistance rendered by its m anagem ent m em bers and  staff towards the smooth running of the Conference, for 
arranging most interesting study visits and  sight-seeing programmes in various States and  for its w arm  hospitality 
and  cultural entertainm ents.
T he X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,

thanks the D elhi Branch of the  Ind ian  R ed Cross Society for its cordial reception a t  a  dinner and 
other State Branches w hich welcomed groups of delegates for study visits, sightseeing and  entertainm ent to their 
respective areas.

T h e  X IX th  International Conference of the R ed Cross,

expresses its thanks to the m any Ind ian  families for welcoming delegates to their homes.

T he X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,

deeply appreciates the services rendered by the volunteers of the Ind ian  Ju n io r R ed Cross, St. Jo h n  
Am bulance Brigade and  ladies and  gentlem en from Ind ian  families and  thanks them  for their efficient work.

T h e  X IX th  In ternational Conference o f the R ed Cross,

thanks the Sangeet N atak Academ y and  B haratiya K ala K endra for their artistic performances w hich were 
highly appreciated.

T he X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,

thanks Messrs. Gestetner Duplicators Private L td. and Messrs. Lion Pencils Private L td. for the facilities 
and  contributions offered by them .

T he X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross,
considering th a t the Ind ian  Press has given full and  im partial coverage of all the  discussions which have 

taken place during the X IX th  In ternational Conference of the R ed Cross in  New Delhi,
requests its Chairm an, to convey its sincere congratulations and  gratitude to the appropriate authorities.
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RECEPTIONS AND ENTERTAINMENTS

T H U R SD A Y , 2 4 t h  O C TO B ER

10.00 p.m. Film  Show, Jan p a th  Hotel.

FRID A Y , 2 5 t h  O C T O B E R

10.00 p.m. Film  Show, Ashoka Hotel.

SATURDAY, 2 6 t h  O C TO B ER

9.30 p.m . R ed Cross Ball (arranged by Delhi Branch), N ational Sports Club of India, followed
by Punjabi folk dances (Bhangra) and other entertainm ents.

SUNDAY, 2 7 t h  O C T O B E R

8.30 to Sight seeing around Delhi, the R ed Fort, K u tub  M inar, C handni Chowk, H um ayun’s
12 noon tomb, etc.

1.00 p.m . Lunch in Ind ian  homes by special invitation.

M ONDAY, 2 8 t h  O C TO B ER

4.30 p.m. T he President’s A t Home, R ashtrapati Bhavan.

6.30 p.m . Special film show: “ Mission of M ercy ” and a docum entary in colour, Vigyan Bhavan.

TU ESD A Y , 2 9 t h  O C TO B ER

8.15 p.m . Delhi R ed Cross Banquet— Im perial Hotel.

W EDNESDAY, 3 0 t h  O C TO B ER

10.00 p.m . Film  Show, Ashoka Hotel.

TH U R SD A Y , 3  1s t  O C TO B ER

7.00 p.m . In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross and  League of R ed Cross Societies Reception
a t Delhi G ym khana Club.

FRID A Y , 1s t  N O V EM B ER

10.00 p.m . Film  Show, Ashoka Hotel.

SATURDAY, 2 n d  N O V EM BER

6.30 p.m . M usic and  Dance R ecital a t the A ll-India Fine Arts and  Crafts Hall.

SUNDAY, 3 r d  N O V EM B ER

Visit to Agra.

M ONDAY, 4 t h  N O V EM BER

9.30 p.m . H eer R anjah—a Punjabi M usical Folk O pera—at the A ll-India Fine Arts & Crafts Hall.

TUESDAY, 5 t h  NO V EM BER
7.00 p.m . Reception by H . E. C ount Stanislas Ostrorog a t the French Embassy.

10.00 p.m . Film  Show, Jan p a th  Hotel.

W EDNESDAY, 6 t h  N O V EM B ER

8.15 p.m . B anquet by the Ind ian  R ed Cross a t the Ashoka Hotel.
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N o t e

T he following abbreviations have been used:

C = C h in e se ; E = English; F  = F re n c h ; G = G erm an; I = I t a l i a n ;  K = K o re a n ; 
P = P o rtu g ese ; R = R u s s ia n ;  S = S p a n ish . Asterisks (*) indicate printed documents, 

while other documents were subm itted in  m im eographed form.



In ternational R ed Cross Conference
. . 1

Commission and Title
i

Lan- No. of 
guage ¡Pages

Commission and Title Lan
guage

No. of 
Pages

STANDING COM M ISSION 
Report on its work since the Toronto 

Conference 
—do.—
—do.—

AGENDA OF THE CONFERENCE 
—do.—
—do.—

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 
COMMISSION 

Report 
—do.—
—do.—

N a tio n a l R e d  C ross,

E
F
S
E
F
S

E
F
s

R ed  C

10
10
10
4
4
4

7
7
7

rescen

GENERAL COM M ISSION 
Report 

—do.—
—do.—

MEDICO-SOCIAL COM MISSION 
Report 

—do.—
—do.—

DRAFTING COM M ITTEE 
Votes of Thanks 

—do.—
—do.—

t a n d  R e d  L io n  a n d  S u n  Societies

E
F
S

E
F
S

E
F
S

6
6
6

5
5
5

1
1
1

Country and Title Lan
guage

No. of 
Pages

Country and Title Lan
guage

No. of 
Pages

AUSTRALIA ETHIOPIA
Summary Report *E 3 Report *E

'

3

AUSTRIA FINLAND
Report *G 26 Report *E 18
Summary Report E 3

FRANCE
BRAZIL Report

Report S 12 (a) Brief account E 4
Summary Report F 6 —do.— F 6
Project de Rcgulamentation —do.— S 6

Internationale Concernant (b) The French Red Cross : Its Line of action E 2
La Protection Des Populations —do.— F 2
Civiles Contre Les Risques —do.— S 2
De La Guerre Indiscriminec (c) I’rench Red Cross : Red Cross First Aid Teams E 3
(Commentaires) *F 13 —do.— F 3

L’Assistance Aux Refugies Au Brésil F 1 —do.— S 3

BULGARIA DEM OCRATIC REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
Report *E 16 Report *G 35

•—do.— *F 16 Summary Report *E 7
—do.— *Bulg. 16 —do.— *S 7

General Report *E/F / 63 —do.— *F 7
Bulg. Health Protection in German Democratic Republic *E 32

BURMA
General Report *E 26 FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Report *E 44
CANADA Summary Report *E 6

Report *E 8
—do.—* *F 9 HAITI
—do.— *S 9 Report F 57

CEYLON HUNGARY
Report for 1954 *E 27 Summary Report E 6

—do.— 1955 *E 27 —do.— F 7
—do.— 1956 *E 27

Missions of Mercy or Citizens in Action *E 16 INDIA
(a) Documents published in connection with the

CHILE Conference
Report S 16 Daily Bulletins E

—do.— F
PEOPLES’ REPUBLIC OF CHINA —do.— S

Report 1952-56 *E 18 List of Delegates *E 31
C Conference Directory *E 44

Supplementary Report, June 1956-June 1957 *E 8 (b) Other Documents:
C Report *E 29

REPUBLIC OF CHINA Summary Report *E 5
Report *E 10 “ Global Mission of Mercy ” Souvenir Number

of the Indian Red Cross Journal *E 36
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Draft Rules for the Limitation of the Dangers

The Czechoslovak Red Cross *E 13 Incurred by the Civilian Population in Time
—do.— *F 13 of War *E 8

DENMARK INDONESIA
Report *E 24 Report *E 22
Supplementary Report *E 4 Summary Report E 5

♦Printed documents



Country and Title Lan
guage

No. of 
Pages

Country and Title Lan
guage

No. of 
Pages

IRAN POLAND
History, Organization, Services and Institutions *E 30 Report, 1944-1956 *E 45

—do.— *F 48
IRELAND —do.— *S 48

Brief Report E 3 Report, 1956-57 F 7

ISRAEL PORTUGAL
A short review of activities: Report *P 42

“ The claim of Magen David Adom for recogni Summary Report *F 8
tion as a National Red Cross Society ” *E 28
—do.— *F 28 RUMANIA
—do.— *S 28 Report *F 5

ITALY Summary Report Ruma 13
Rapport Sur L’Activité Paries nian

Infirmières Voluntaircs, “ La Croix Rouge Roumaine ’’ *F 23 .
1954, 1955, 1956, 1957 F 5 Aspects De L’Activité Dc La Croix Rouge Roumaine *F 154 !

Lc Service Social International dc La Croix Rouge
Ialienne F 2 SO UTH  AFRICA 1

Report “ Another Five Years of Service ” *E 7 i

JAPAN
Report *E 23 SWEDEN
Summary Report *E 9 Report *E 16
“ Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs and the Japanese

Red Cross (1957 Report) ’’ *E 22 THAILAND
“ Japanese Junior Red Cross Leaflet ’’ *E 7 Report *E 14

DEM OCRATIC REPUBLIC OF KOREA UNITED KINGDOM
Report *E/ . 15 Report *E 19

K Summary Report E 3
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Report E 20 U NITED STATES
Summary Report E 9 Report *E 24
Supplementary Report E 9 Summary Report *E 4
Red Cross Activities in Korea *E / 35

K U.S.S.R.
LEBANON Report *E 46

Report *E 72 —do.— *R 48
Summary Report *F 8 Summary Report F 9

LIECHTENSTEIN VENEZUELA
Annual Report, 1954/55 *G 43 Report *S 6
General Report, 1953/57 E 6 Addendum *S 1

NEW ZEALAND REPUBLIC OF V IET NAM
Report *E 3 Report *F 15
Summary Report *E 4

DEM OCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM
NORWAY Report *]?

'

28
Report *E 38
Supplementary Report (Norwegian Relief Action 

for Hungary) *E 3
YUGOSLAVIA

(a) Report—General *E 16
PAKISTAN —do.— *F 16

General Report *E 29 Illustrated Report *E 25
Summary Report *E 7 —do.— *F 25

(b) Other Publications:
PERU Implementation of the Geneva Conventions

Report S 11 of 1949 in the Yugoslav Penal Code *E 15
—do.— *F 15

PHILIPPINES A Programme of the Yugoslav Red Cross in
Report *E 22 Villages *E 4
Summary Report E 4 —do.— *F 4

In ternational Com m ittee o í the R ed Cross and League o í R ed Cross Societies

Title Language

Commentary on the Agenda of the X lX th  International Conference of the Red Cross F.E.S.
Joint Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies on action 

taken on the Resolutions of the X V IIIth  International Conference of the Red Cross (Toronto, •
July-August, 1952) F.E.S.

Report of the Joint Commission of the Empress Shôken Fund
F.E.S.(Item 5 of the Agenda of the General Commission)

Annex to the above Report F.E.S.
International Commission for Medical Equipment

(Item 2 of the Provisional Agenda, Medico-Social Commission) F.E.S.
'

♦Printed documents
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In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross

Title Language

The Geneva Conventions—Ratification, Dissemination, Rules of Application, etc.
(Item 4 of the Provisional Agenda—Human Rights Commission)

National Red Cross Societies and Civil Defence
(Item 3 of the Provisional Agenda of the Human Rights Commission)

Nursing duties: organization, enrolment and training of professional and auxiliary personnel for their duties in 
time of war
(Item 3b of the Provisional Agenda of the Medico-Social Commission)

Legal Aid to Aliens
(Item 5 of the Provisional Agenda, Commission on Humanitarian Law)

Annex Document to the above Report: Fifth International Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations 
interested in migration—Legal Assistance to Migrants (in English, doc. D 377b)

Legal Aid to Aliens—Supplementary Note
(Item 5 of the Provisional Agenda, Commission on Humanitarian Law)

Draft Resolution for the New Delhi Conference: Legal Aid 
The Red Cross, A factor of Peace throughout the World

(Item 9 of the Provisional Agenda, General Commission, Plenary Session)
Foundation for the International Committee of the Red Cross

(Item 7 of the Provisional Agenda, General Commission)
Florence Nightingale Medal

(Item 6b of the Provisional Agenda of the General Commission)
Augusta Fund—Ninth Distribution of Income

(Item 6a of the Provisional Agenda of the General Commission)
Report of the Commission for the Financing of the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(Item 7a of the Provisional Agenda of the General Commission)
Draft Rules for the Limitation of the Dangers incurred by the Civilian Population in Time of War 
Summary Report 1952-1956.
Provisional Report (January 1 to June 30, 1957)
Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross relative to Relief distributed or transmitted by the 

I.C .R .C. from January 1, 1952 to December 31, 1955 
(Item 8 of the Agenda of the General Commission)

F.E.S.

F.E.S.

F.E.S.

F.E.S.

F.E.

F.E.S.
F.E.S.

F.E.S.

F.E.S.

F.E.S.

F.E.S.

F.E.S.
F.E.S.G.
F.E.S.G.
F.E.S.G.

F.E.S.

League of R ed Cross Societies

Title Language
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