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'l'BE LESOTHO BED CROSS SOCIl!!l'Y ACT 

/ 

'Acr 31 OP 1967 

Date or Aaaentf. 9th Hewembe!', 1967 
Date ot commeacementl 17th I1ove1lber, 196? 

ACT 

To Incorporate the I.esot., Red CJoo.s Soclety. to pl'Ov14e 
tor transrer of' .U ... et. of' the aasu1:o1anr:! Bl"Imch 
or the Brttl_ Re4 Cro •• Society to the Lesotho Bed 

Cr0811 Soc1ety eft! to J)l"CWtl!e tOl"relatec1 etten. 

ERAC'MD BY TBB PABLUJIEHT OF LEScmJO 

SHORT TI'lLE 
1. TIlt. Act .y be cited .. the Letsotho Red Cross Soctety 
Act 1961. 

IN'l'ERPBETATIOW 
2. In thl. Act unless lnconslstent with the context -

-Branch- ..an& the Branch ot the British Bed Cross 
Society that operated in LeBotbo lmmedlate1y 
prior to the coming into operation ot this Act, 

-Bules- .. ans the Bu1es of the Society tor the tlme 
belng ln torce under th1B Act; 
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"Society· means the Lesotho Bed Cross Society estab
lished by sectlon ~. 

LESOTHO BED CROSS SOCIETY 
3. (l) There is hereby establlsh.ed the Lesotho Bed 
Cross Society. 

(2) The Soc1ety is a corporate body with perpe~ual 
succession and a common seal and is capable of su1ng and 
of being sued in its own name. 

OBJECTS 
4. (1) The objects of the Soc~ety are -

(a) to furnish volunteer aid to the sick 
and wounded in time or war and to non
belligerents and to prisoners of war 
and civilian sufferers from the effects 
of war; 

(b) in the case of catastrophes Dr public 
disasters, to provide the victims there
of with rellef; 

(c) 1n time of peace or war to carryon-and 
assist in the work for ~he 1mprovement 
of health, the prevention of diseases and 
the mitlgat10n of suffer1ng throughout the 
world; 

to promote the ·Jun1or Bed Cross movement 
" 

among the youth of all races; and 

(e) to ·propagate the ideals and tbe humanita
r1an principles of the Red Cross with a 
view to developing so11darity and mutual 
understanding among all men and all nations. 

(2) The Society, 1n carrying out 1ts objects, shall 
not make any a=verse distinction on the grounds of sex, 
race, nationa11ty, religion or faith, political opin1ons or 
simllar criterla, and shall act in accordance with the spirit 
en1 principles of the Scheduled Conventions. 
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POWERS 
5. (1) The Society hes the duty and power to carry out 
the specified objects in section ~atld to do, either by 
itself or by or in association with other bodies or persons, 
anything that may reasonably be dee~d inCidental or condu-
cive to carrying out these objects. Without prejudice 
to the generality of the foregOing, the Society in carrying 
out these objects may -

(a) raise or borrow.money with or without 
security and with or without interest 
and subject or not subject to special 
trusts or condition~; 

(b) accumulate, sell, improve, manage, de
velop, exchange, lease, hypothecate, 
dispose of or otherwise deal with or 
turn to account all or any assets or 
rights of the SOCiety, including immov
able or movable propertYi 

(c) acquire, possess or own in accordance 
·with the law of Lesotho movable o.r im
movable property or rights in or to such 
property, and undertake, execute and per
form trusts or conditions relating to the 
acquisition, possesslon or ownership of 
such property or rights; 

(d) employ offioers and employees and appoint 
agents, and in particular grant, continue 
to pay salaries, pensions, gratuities or 
other sum~ for services rendered, (whether 
rendered before or after the c01lling into 
operation of this Act), 

(e) invest lIOneys end funds of the Society 
without regard to limitations concerning 
the form or nature of investment contaned 
in statutory provisions or rules of law re
lating to investment of trust funds; and 



(f) purchase or receive by way of gift the 
assets of organisations. whether or not 
these are carrying on work similar to that 
of the Soc iety • 

MEMBERSHIP 
6. (1) Persons, who immediately prior to the coming 
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into operation of this Act, were Members of the Branch are 
Members of the Society. 

(2) Persons who comply with the requirements and con
ditions prescribed for Membership in the Bules are Members. 
Such requirements shall not withhold Membership from any 
citizen of Lesotho on the grounds of l'Iice~ class, se~ re
lig1on, faith or political opiniona. 

RECOGNITION BY GOVEBNMENT AND BIGHTS TO EMBLEMS 
7. (1) The Society is hereby recognised by the Govern
ment of Lesotho as the sole national Red Cross Society in 
Lesotho and as a Voluntary Aid Sooiety auxiliary to the 
public authority both for the purpose of the Scheduled Con~ 
vent ions and otherwise. 

(2) The Society has the right in conformity with the 
Scheduled Conventions to ,use the her8~c emblem of a red 
cross on a white ground. formed by reversing the Swiss Fede
ral colours"or the egll:iem of.t~~_red crescent or red lion 
and sun on a white ground or any colourable imitations there
of or the words "Red Cross". 

I~EPENDENT VOLUNTARY NATURE 
8. The independent and voluntary nature of the SOCiety 
shall at all times be respected and maintained in accordance 
with the resolution relating 'to National Bed Cross Societies 
adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 
19th November 1~46. 

GOVERNMENT OF THE SOCIETY 
9. (1) The control of the Society is hereby vested in 
a committee to be known as the Central Committee. which, 
subject to the provisms of this Act and to the d·irect ions 
of the Society in general meeting. may exercise all suc~ 
powers and perform all such acts as may be performed by the 
Society. 
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(2) The Central Comm1ttee cons1sts of those members 
appointed, elected, or co-opted in such manner as may be 
determined by the Society in general meeting. 

(3) The initial members of the Central Committee are 
those persons who immediately prior to the coming into 
operation of this Act were members of the Committee of the 
Branch. 

RULES 

(4) The Central Committee.may -

(a) appoint a Finance and General Purposes 
Committee and such other committee as 
the Central Committee determines; 

(b) establish and s~erv1se the operation of 
divisions or centres in various parts of 
~sotho; and 

(c) delegate to these committees, divisions 
or centres or to other persons any or all 
of the powers and duties of the Central 
Committee with or without power to these 
comm1ttees, divisions, centres or other 
persons further to delegate any or all 
such powers and duties to committees or 
other persons. 

10. (1) The Central Comm1ttee shall, as soon as poss1ble 
after "the com1ng 1nto operation of th1s Act, make BuIes to 
carry out the objects of the Society, and w1thout pr~jud1ce 
to the general1ty of the foregoing. to prov1de for -

(a) the particular objects of the Society; 

(b) the hold1ng of general meetings of the 
Soc1ety, 1ncluding the frequency, the 
manner of giving notice" and the manner 
of conduct1ng such meetings; 

(c) the es~ab11shment and operat10n of com
m1ttees, div1s10ns or centres and the 
delegation of powers and dut1es to these 
comm1ttees, divlSbns or centres or to 
other persons; 

(d) the custody of assets and property of 
the Soc1ety and the keeping and audit1ng 
of accounts; 



(e) the use ot the Bed Cross emblems and 
badge b1 off'1cers aDd Member. of tbe 
SocletJ' 

(f) the appolntment, dutl~s and rlghts ot 
offlcers and empl01ees of the SocletJ' 

(g) the terms on whlch the Soclet1 mB1 asso
clate wlth Government or other public or 
voluntar;y organlsations, 

(h) the terms on whlch the Soclet1 mB1 ralse. 
borrow or accept funds or other property; 
and 

(1) the qual1ficatlons and funct 10ns of Mem

bers of the Soclet1. 
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(2) Notwlthstandlng any prov18lons of sectlon sixtee» 
-f the Interpretatlon Proclamatlon, lt shall not be nece.earJ 

,r the Bules to be publlshed ln the Gazette, but a copy ot 
all BuIes shall be furnlshed to the Mlnlster,responslble tor 
heal the 

VESTING OF ASSETS OF BRANCH IN SOCIETY 
11. Immed1ately upon the comlng lnto operation of thls 
Act _ 

Ca) all assets and llabll1tles ot t~e Branch 
are transferred to and vested ln the 
Soclety by vlrtue ot thls sectlon aDd 
wlthout further assurance, an! the SOCie
ty haB all powers necesssry to take posses
slon of, recover ana deal with such assets 
eDd dlscharge such l1ebllltles, 

(b) ell deeds, bonds,lnstruments and contracts 
subslstlng lmmedlately prior ~o the comlng 
lnto operatlon ot thls Act and to whlch the 
Branch 1s a party have full etrect"agalnst 
or ln favour ~r the,Soclet1 and are enforce
able as fully as theJ would be, lnstead of 
the Branch, the Soclety bad been a party 
thereto, and 
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(c) all assets held by the Branch for the 
purpose of any d1v1sion of the Branch 
are held by the Society for the purposes 
of the corref~onding dlvlslon of the so
clety. 

OFFENCES / 

12. (1) It ls unlawful for any person other than a per
son aut hor1 sed ' under sectlon seven or under the provlslons 
of the Scheduled Conventlons to use for any purpose what
ever the emblems described ln section seven or the words 
-Bed Cross·. 

(2) A person who contr,avenes the provia?ns of sub
sect10n (1) ls gu11ty of an off~nce and 11able on convlc
t10n to a f1ne not exceed1ng two hundred rands or to 1mpri
sonment for a perlod not exceed1ng slx months or to both 
such flne snd 1mprlsonment. 

SCHEDULE 

Geneva Conve'Q~10tl8 tor the amel10rat ion of the 
oond1tt:m of the wounded and slck of armed for
ces in the field, of' the 12th August 1949. 

Geneva Convettt10ns for the ame11orat1on of the 
cond1t1on of wounded., sick end shlpwrecked mem
bers ot arme~ torcea at see. of the 12th August 
1949. 

Geneva Conventlons relat1ve to the treatment 
of pr1soners of war, of the 12th August 1949. 

Geneva Conventlons relat1ve to the protect10n 
of civlllan persons 1n t1me of war, of the 12th 
August 1949. 
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