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The National Disaster Mauagement Agency Act, 2020

Being an Act to provide for the establishment of the National
Disaster Management Agency to manage disasters and similar
emergencies throughout Sierra Leone, to cstablish offices of the
Agency tbroughout Sieyra Leone, to establish national, regional,
district and chiefdom disaster management commiftees, to establish
4 National Disaster YMapagement Fund to provide finances for the
prevention and management of disasters and similar emergencies
throughout Sierra Leone and to provide for other related matters.

! )

FnCTER by the President and Members of Parliament in thils
present Parlinment assembled,

Short title.

Date of com-
ingncement.
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PART T PRELIMINARY

lnterpretation, 1. In this Act, upless the vontext otherwise requires -

"Aveney” means the National Dlsaster Management
Agenoy established wider sechon 2

Tomenns @ persen desiy

“authorised otficer ted to
carty aut the fuactions of the Avency under seetion
47

"Chiefdom Disaster Management Commitiee” imeans
& chietdom forum of people from different seciors
and areas of study with diverse knowkedge and shiils
brought together to advocate, plan, advise and
promote the inplemeniation of the Tramew ork for
action to prevent o mittgate disasier:

“Cogneil” means a Chielidony Counctl csbhshed
under the Chiefdom Coumcils AcLiCap 61 of the Lave
of Siecrra Leone);

"hrecior General” means the Director General of the
Agency appointed under section 13

“disaster” means an occtrrence which s widespread
ar locadised, natural or man-tiade which-

{a) casuses or threatens to cause death, inurs
or disease, damage ic property, hveliiood
infrastructure or the enironment and
disruption of the Jife of the conumuniny:

ity js of amagnituds that exceads the ability ota
person affected to cope with ity etfects b

and

the wse of personad resourees:

fc) requires a mulii-sectoral and mulo-

disciplinan respsonse
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Lad

"Heaster affecied person” means a person who s
injured or whose perperty and means of livehood
has been destreyed by a disaster,

"District Disaster Mangement Comitieze” mneans a
divrrict forum pf people frens different sectors and
atces of study with diverse knowledge and skills
brought tegether o advocnte, plan, advice and
promai the implementation of the framework for
acdon 1o prevent o mibigate disaster:

“divaster management” smeans a continuous and
mizgrated rantt-sectoral, multi-disciplinary process
of planning ond implementation of measures aimed

it

iy preventing or reducing the risk of disasters;
(Y mitizanng the severity or consrjuences of
dizasters:

{c) emergancey preparedness;
(d3 @ rapid and cffective response to disasters;

(¢} post-disaster recovery, rehabilitation,
reconstiuction and resettlement;

“disaster stricken or theatened area” means an area
affected by or prong to disasier:

“eroergency’ ameans a sudden serious event or
situniion which requires immediate action to avert
and or miligate a disaster;

"emerpency preparedness” means a state of readiness

which enabies ministries, departments and agencies,
toca! and mizmationad organisations involved in
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"prevention” means measures aiiged al Stopni
I f

disaster managemient, the PRVALE Seclorn coimmiuaitics
and individuals, w mobilise. organise and provide
relielmeasures to deal with un uapenddy o vsreeni
disaster or the effects of disuster:

Temergenuy rosponse Op=ration” mneans any aciion

taker o mitigate the elfects of a disgsier:

"Envirenment Protection Azenoy” means rhe

Envireanient Protection Agency estublishe! b the
Environment Frotection Ageney At 20081 At No,
L ef 20085,

"Government” means the Government of Stevia Legne:

"Minister” means a Minister appointsd by the

President to periorm a specificd function under this
Act;

"National Platform"means the National Platform fio

Disaster Risk Reduction co Iprising parsens from
different seciers and areas of stisdy with diver o

kj’]&)\\’}i.‘d‘.{tﬁ and skiils bl’OUSl]uf together to ads [R1N
o & =

nlan. ad«se and promote the im J:L‘H]éiﬂilﬂ(“"] KL

b I

At

framework For action to prevent oF miigarc cisaer

“National Platiormy tor Disaster Risk Reduction s ams

the National Pluttorm for Disaster Rick Reduoctin
refered 1o in section 3:

disaster from nceurring or Provestin: s vecuriiy

or a sintion from degeneraing .o a disaster:

“Regicnai Disaster Management Commitioe” means o,

regional forum of persons from different secrors #nd
areas of study with diverse knowledge and skiiis
brought together 1o advocaie. Plan, advise 4
pramate the implementataion of the tramewaork for
ACLON L0 prevent or mitigate disaster:
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immediately after a disaster mor derto bring relief o
reople and communities aftected by the disaster:

“Siena Leone Meteorolegical Ageney™ means the
Sierra Leone Meteorological Agency established by
ihe Sierra Leane Metmm]oglca} .»*.genc;. Actl
ATACINo 8ol 7017

"Vice President” means the Vice President of Nierry
1.{?.);]1:,

“valnerability” peans the degrec 1o which an
individhial. members ofa household. a community or
af area may be susceptible to a disaster:

PART [ - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL DISASTER
MANAGEMENTAGENCY

2. aly There is hereby established a bodv to be known as
the National Disaster Management Agenicy to manaze disasters and
similar emergencies threughont Sicrra Leone and to devetop the

CHPACEY of communities e res pond etfectively to disasters and
‘nm;., acie 5.

(23 the Agency shall be a body corporate having
purpetual succession and capable o} acquiring, heldine and
dispesing uf property, whether movable of immovable and of s, ding

and heing sued In ity corporate name and. subject o this Act of

perivrming all such acts as bodies corporate mav by Jaw pertorn:.

£ The Aceney shall have a zommon seal, the use of

which shall be authenticated by the slunatures of -

(&) the Chairman or other member of the Nationg|
Platform authorised cither o nerally or
specially by the National Plartorm in that
behalf: und

responsc” means measures taken during or

Cstablishment
ot Nationa)
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(hy the Drector Genoral or some other person
authorised by the Netionai Plattrm in that
hehattf,

Nuationa! 3. (1) The governing body of the
Platform for - National platform for Disaster Resk Redue
Disuster Risk
Reduction.

enos thall be the

Cowhicn shall b

responsible for the controi and supervision of the Agenoy.

) The National Plattenn for Disasrer RKish Redaction
shall comprise -

1) The Vice- Prusident w e shall be thie
Charmuan -

(by The National Seeurity Coordinater. Office o1
National Secunty who shall be the Depury
Chairman.

{c) The Attornev-General and Miaister of

ustice:
()  The Mavor, Freetonwi City Cosneils

(¢} The Fxecutive Chuinman. Environment
Protection Agenad!

(Y The Commissions, o jonal Cotmmission for
Sacial Action:

(gy the Direclor General, Sierra Leone
Meteorological Ageney!

(hy The Chief Social Services Off cer, Minisim
of Secial Weltare:

() The Chief Medical Officer Ainstiy of Health
and Sanitation:

(i) The Permanent Secretan. Ministry of Intermal
Aftaus;

(k) The Permanent Secretar Minbairy of Lands:
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(I 1 he Permanent Secretiny, Ministry of Works

(’\‘))

(p}

()

{ IWV '

(3

and Public Aseots:

The Chref Agncolre Officer Mistry of
Auvricubture, Forestry and Food securify,

The Permanent Seeretary. Ministry of Water

Resources:

Ihe Permanent Secretary. Ministry of Basic
and Senior Secondary Educanon;

The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Tertiary
and Higher Education;

The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Information and Communications;

The Permanent Secretary. Minisiry of
Eaviremunent:

The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Gender
mird Cinldren’s Atfairs;

Thie Permanent Seeretary, Minisiry of Local
Governunens and Rural Development:

The Inspector-Genral of Police;

The Chief of Defence Staft, Minisuy of
Detence:

The Chief Fire Oificer, Sierra Leone Fire
Forge:

The President, Sierra Leone Institute of
Eugineers;
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{ v

(2}

(a)

The Director-General, National Ninersls

Ageney:

Fhe Secretary-Genral. Sierra Teons Red
Cross,;

Z representatives front Civil socies

Organisations specialising in disaster
management of enviconmentai fsspes,
appeinted by the Chairman of the
organisution;

(bb) A representative Irom Sierra Lec
Assoctation of Non-soverimental Org
tions speciuliving in disaster management or
svironmental issues, appointed by the
Chairman of the orzanisation;

{ce) The Excourive-Director. National Projucted
Area Anthority:

(dd) Fhe Financial Secretary, Ministry of Finance:

(ee) The Dirccror-General, Minismy of Foretg
Atfairs and Interpaiional Coorperation:

(Y The Direcror-General. Sicrra Leone Civil
Aviation Authoriny;

(zg)  The Director General, Ministry of Detence;

{hh) The Divector General af the Agency who shull
be the Seerviary.

Tenure of 4. Apersonshall cease to be antentber of the Nagvns] i
members. on any of the loflowing grounds-

(a)

ithe is removed rom oftice:
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{b1 for his inahility to pertor the functions of

his oftlee by reason of infirnsity of mind or
hoily:

(e o movien misconduer:
(1 i he hecomes backupt or insolvent:

i) Hohe is convieted and sentenced for an
eflence imvelving fraud or dishonesty;

(5 ihe toils to asrend 3 consecutive meetings
of the Bourd witheut reasonable case:

t8) it he resiens bis office.

50 (1 The National Flartarm shall meet during a disaster or
for the dispateh of s business, at the times and places as the
Chanman may consider appropriate,

(<) The Chairman shall convene an extraordinary meeting
el the Navional Plarform ar-

(8} the time and place as he may determine, or,

(b3 the request in writing of 0ot less than one
third of 1he membership of the National
Piatform,

(3} Thequorum uta meeting of the National platform is
Twenny-three (23,

(4 The Chairpian shall preside af every meeting of the
Wational platform, and i his abscnce, the Deputv-Chairman shall
preside and inhis shsence, o swerneher of the National platform efected
by the members present from among their pumber shall preside.

{3)  Matters betfore the National Platform shali he decided

by @ majority of the nuinbers present and voting and in the event of

an equaiity of vote, the Chijman shall have a casting vote,

Meetings of
the National
Platfoorm.
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Disclasure of
interest,

Immugity of
members of
the National
Platform,

clc,

Commitiees
of the
Mational
Platform.

Functicas of
the Nationa)
Platfrorm

6} The National Platiorm MAY CO-0pt any rerson 1o
altend o meeting but that persan <hall nes o,

6. () A member of (je Natione! Platform who hae Alh
mterest, whether diveci or indirest inany muatier heing vonsidered or
to be considered bv the Nationa Pratform, shall disclose the Nt
of his interest (o the Nationa) Plarform and the disclosyre shall v
recorded in the niinutes of the National Platform and wol metither
shall not take part in any deiiboration or decision of the Nadeou
Plarform relaling o that matter.

(2) A member ofihe Nationa) Plaiform whe CONtran enes
subseetion (1} shall be uilty of misconduct and shall he removed
from the Natioaa) Flattorm.

7. (1Y An action or other procezdings shall not lie or be
instituted against any member of the Nationn) Platform ormember ot
a committee of the National Platform for or in respect of any act or
thing done or omitred 16 be done in good faith in the eXEreise of his

functions vnder this Act.

2) A member of the National Platiorm shal not e
personally liable for any debt or olliation of the Ageney,

8. The National Platforn, reay. tor the discharge of iy
functions, APPOu oNe or more commitieas consisting of members
of the Agency or non- members or both 1o perform such functions
and to report to the Agency as the Nationaj Platiorin may dewermin.

9. (1) Subject to this Act, the Nationai Platform shal] have
control and supervision of the Agency, including overseging the
saund and proper finapcial management of the Agency providing
policy guidance and advice as will ensure the eficiont bupiementation
of the functions of the Agency 1o enhunce the averall performance of
the Agency.

(2) Notwithsranding the generality el subsection (1) e
Natioi:al Platfoem shai-
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(@ ensure that there are appropriate and
adeguate tacilities for rehabilitatjon,
reconstructivn and recovery in the event ol
any desaster throughout Sierra [eone:

thy liaise with public Insfitutions, non-
governmenial organisations and donor
agencies for financial support and the
provision of logistics for the management of
disasters throughout Sierra Leane: and

iy performanmy other functions mcidemal o the
functions ol the National Disuster
Managanent Commitree,

(3 the National Plaform for Disaster Risk Reduction
shall. where a nationat disaster oceurs, perform its functions
expeditiousty and efficiently in accordance with this Act and
recilations made under i

(4 The Natienal Plartom shall collaborute with reievant
severnment agencies, pubiic or private fnstitutions in the management
of iutional disasters.

(51 The National Plutform for Disaster Risk Reduction
shall report iothe chairman of the Nationz! Securitv Council of it
activities as deemcd necessary for National Security Council meetings

Hh Where the Chairman or & member of the platform dies,
resigms. i removed from office is absent or is by reason of illness
unabic (o perform e fiactions of his office fur 3 censecutive

nigetings -

iap  the Depity Chairman of the Nattonad Platfionm
shatiact as Chairman and in his absence.
the members of the National Plattorm shall.
asthe case may be. efect one ofthel number
to act as Chaiman uniil such fHime as the
Chairman or Deputy Chairman resumes his
office or another is appointed in his stead:
angd

Fidligs oof

Lacaines
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() inihe case of o member, the Chairmay -l
subject to this Acr, have anothor KSERIVIE
appointed 1o the Notienal Platsorm

PART L-TUNCTIONS OFAGENCY

Funetions H. (1) The object for which the Ageney {5 estabiished - o
ehAgerey.  manage disasters and simitar emergencics throughour Sieta Leans
and to develop the capacity of comanmities ro respoid eftecrively

to disasters and emergencies,

() Without prejudice o the yensalitg of subsection {4
t & -
the Agency shall have responsibiliny to -

{a) implement-

0y Govermnent policy on disaste

prevention. dizaser risk rechiction and

L

chmate risk mapagement; and

(i national, regicnal. disteiet and chividom
disaster management plans;

{b) prepare, co-urdinate. monitor, evaluate and
update disaster management plans:

(€} identify. manage and monritor hazurds and
natural disasters:

() dissemimate informatios and conduct peblic
edycation on -

(i) human activities most likely to cause
disasters in Sterra Leone:

(i} the hazards and naturai Jdisasters Hkely
toaflect uny regior. district or chivtdom

inSierra Leone,
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diiiy action to he tahen in the event of a

Jizaster

fivy e control and relisf measures to be
taken by Government in the event of a
disnster; and

v} public co-operation with designated
authorities in the event of a disaster:

(e adviae Government on malters refating to
disaster snd cmergency prevention rules and
reguialions and their correlative sanctions:

{1 faiiitate the dovelopment of communities and
cormmunity bosed organisations to -

(v respond effectively to disasters, and
Uit improve  social  mobilisation.

smployiment generation and poverty
redug fron:

nocoiizie and preserve data on disasters in

i Leone;

(e stockpile, manage, co-ordinate and SUPCIViSe
the distrinution of disuster relief items:
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(1)

0

(k)

D

(i}

(p

analyee and disseminate relevant information
on disasters 10 the publj

ensure the effective flow of information on
disasters between the natienal, recional
district and chizfdons levels of Government:
organise and ceuip disaster volunicer groups
tor disaster management and income

veneration;

Sensitise and A10Uvate conmuniios o orve

as voluntary ergans to assist in managing
disasters,

provide the first line response i the cvent of
a disaster;

organise disaster response simuiario

EMCTEses;

ensure the provision of adequarc taoihics

for -

() technical  treinine  in dicaste
proparedness;

(i 2ducational programmes o create
awareness of disasters and the reciired
response: and

(il the establishmes: of early wWarning
systems;

Hrvesdeute reports and nus s the naiore ol

hazards, vidnerability and risk simuation
particular arcas;
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(v

() ensure the Gperational preparedness of
disaster management committees n
viinerable and risk prone areas;

) co-nrdinge fesponse aidd reconstruction
eiterts of lncai and fur ciun colluborators;

(Y coonerate with orther counfries and relevant
RGNS i disasior provention, mitigation
and seurch and reseue operations;

() conduet research on matters relating to
disasters and omere gencies in Sierra Leone;
and

fu} performr sy other function ancillary to the
object of the Agency.

PARTIV - ADMINISTRATIVE P ROVISHONS

P10 (1) There is parghlished a Nationa! Disaster Management National
Agency Seeretariat that wiil Provide technical and other Support to Disaster

. Management
o - o NaOfimnal T £
the Azerey and the National P atform, Agency

(71 Nolwithstanding (he generality of subsection () ), the Secretariat,
Sevroarial shall -
{@; be responsible for ymplementing the
decisions of the Narional platform:

{b) perform the functions that are incidental to
the =Yective eperaticn of the Agency, and

(¢} perform any other function that the Nationa!
platfonn may specity.,

{3) The Directar General shall be the head of the
SeCretariar,

13, The Agency shall have » Director Gencral who shall be the Direcior
administrative head of the Ageney and shali be ippeinted by the “eneral.
President subject 1o the approval of Parliament,
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{2) A person chall niot be appointed Director Gepergl
under subsection (1) unfasy he-

(a)  isaciizen of Sierra Leone,

() has, at least, 7 vewrs of proven knowledue
, and experience [n (he Muitagement o

disasrers apd emerieiicies;

(€ Tolds. at lease, a backelor's degree from a
recogiised university: and

(d)  has not been convicted of & criminal offence,
(3) The Director General shall bo appointed for u term of
5 years and shall be ehigible for reappointment for another icrm of 3

years

() The Director General may be remaoved from oftice for

(2)  Inability to pertorm the fiections of the otlice
arising oot of mental or physical nvapucing

(b)) gross misconduet or misbchaviour
{¢) Incompetence or neglect of duty: or

{d) any other ground that would Justity remony|
from office under his terms and conditiors of
Service.

(5} The Director Generat shall be responsible to provide
overaltleadership in (he management of the dav-to-day admimstrarion
of the Ageney and is answerable to the National placform in the
performance of
his functions under this Act,
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() The Dorector General may delegate any of his functions
to an oilicer ol'the Avency but shall not be relieved from witimate
responsthility Tor the perturmance of the delegated Tunction.

I4 4D The Agency whal) have o Deputy Director General Deputy
whirshalt be sppeinted by the Prosident subject w the approval of Director
Parlinent, General

() A persen shatl not be appointed Deputy Director
Greneral visder 2ubsection ¢ Ly unless he-

() 154 citicen of Sierra Leone:

th) has 7 years of proven knowledge and
experienae in mnanagement of disasters or
1

reated Held:

{c) hoids at least a buchelor's degree from a
recognised pniversity; and

() has not been convicted of a crimmal ofience.

{3} The Deputy Director Generad shall be appointed for a
years and shall be eligible for reappointment for another
YA2Ars

tertn of 3
termof 5

() The Deputy Director Gereral may be removed from
etfice for-

(a) nability to perform the functions of the office
arising out of mental or physical incapacity;

(b} eross misconduct or mishehaviou
(¢) incompetence or neglect of dutv; or

{d} any other ground that would justify removal
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Offices of
the Agency.

Other staft
of Agency.

Secondment
of public
officers.

Frotection of
officers.

Depariments
of Agency,

from effice under the terms and coandidons
of service,
(33 The Deputs Dircetor Genera! shall assist the Sirecior
General in the performance of iis duries and in the absence of the

Director General shall setas Direcior Ciereral,

oitices of he

15, (1) the Director-Geneal may estabii
Agency in each of the administzative regions of Sierra feone and in
such district and chiefdom as the Nazionai Plaiform may deteriaing,

(2)  Aregional, district or chieldom office cstabljebed (B)8
the Director-General undsr subscetion ( 0, shali be provided with
such officers and staffas may be recessary {or the properand clivetive
performance of its funcrions.

(3} Aregtonal or district office shall pertorm the Heictions
ofthe Agency in the region, district or chictdan and in such LRI
as the National plattorm may direct.

16, The Agency shall have other staff s may be regiired tor
the cfficient performance of the functions of the Apgency.

17, Public officers may at the instunce of the Agency, be
seconded or otherwise render assistance to the Agency but e
Agency  may request the withdrawal of any such seconded stal?
who Is unable to carry out assigned functions in a manner satisfctory
to the Agzncy.

t8.  An officeroremployee of the Agency orany person acting
on the directions of an officer or emplovee of the Ageney shall not
be liable in respect of anv matter or thing done by him in gond faith
uindcer this Act,

19, (1} The National Platform may establish departine rirs
within the Agency, at the nationd, regtosal, disterer and chicidom
-

levels, as it may consider necesss iy for the effective performance of
the functions of the Agency.
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() The Nwjonas Platform may abolish or re-organise a
subsection (1),

departinent established unde:

PART Ve REGIONAL IS TRICTAND CHIEPTOM DISASTER
MANMAGEMENT COMMI TTEES

200 i) There is estahlished in each administrative region of
Stierileone. 2 Rewivnal Disgater Management Commiuee.

{20\ Recional Disaster Management Committee shall

COMMDTISE-
{ar Resident Minister who shall be the Chairman:
b The Pravineial Seeurity Coordinator, Office
ol National Security who shall be the Depury
Chairman:
) The Provincial Secretary:

{d)  The Brigade Conimander, Republic of Siereg
Leone Armed Forces:

f2) The Regional Police Commander:

{fy The Regional Cornmander. National Fire
Force;

() The Mayor of the Municipality:

tht The Regional Coordinator, Nationa!
Comnission forSocialAclion;

(1 The District Medical Olficer in the region;

{d  The Branch Manager, Sierra Leone Red

Cross:

(&) The Reqional Head. Fry onment Protection
Ageney:

 Regiopal
[Hsaster
Managemen
Commirtes
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(I The Paramount Coiefs who reside i the
regian;

(ind The Regional Information Officer:

(7] A representaiive from Uie Minkstov of | ands,
Housing and the Environment, apgpointed b

the Permanent Seerctary:
(o) The Regiona! Coordinator ofthe Agency whoe
shall be the Secrotary,

(3} The Regional Dosaster Mapagement Committee e
co-optmenthers but such members shall ot voie.

Funetions of 21, The Regional Disaster Managerrent Commiittes shail -
Regional

Disaster . . . o
Management (&) prepare inrespect of the region. plans for the

Committee, prevention ot disasters and for mitiating the
effects of disaster:

(b)  co-ordinate the preparation and implement-
ation of revional disaster manugement piaas:
and

(¢} perform other functions relevant to the
Regional Disaster Management Commitree,

District 22. (D) There isesrablihed in each districta District Disaster

Disaster Management Comur.ittee,

Management =

Commities,
{2) The District Disaster Munazement Committee shall

comprise -

{a) The District Council Chairman who shali be
the Chairman:

{b) The District Security Coordinator, Office of
National Security who shali be the Deputy
Chairman;
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(n)

The Senior District Otficer:

The Battalion Commander, Republic of Sierra
Lesnie Armed Forces:

The Local Unit Conunander, Sierralecone
Police:

The Regional Commander. National Fire
Foree:

The District Coordirator, Natiopal
Commission for Social Action:

The Uistrict Medical Officer;

I'he Districr Head, En virommnent Proteciion
Ageucy;

The Chairman, Council of Paramount Chiefs;

The District Information Officer:

Ihe Disaict Director of Adriculture, Ministry
of Agriculture. Forgstry and Food Security;
Fhe Branch Manager. Siesra Leone Red
Cross:

arepresentative from the Miuistry of Lands,
Housirg and the Environment, apponited by
the Permanent Secretary;

The District Youth Chairman, District Youth
Coungil;

a representative from a civil society
arganization specialising in disaster
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Functons of
Pristrict
Disaster
Management
Commitiee.

Mectines of
Regional and
Disiriet
Disaster
Management
Comumittees

Chiefdom
Disaster
Management
Committee.

management o envivrenmental issues.
appointed b ohe Charman of the Board:

{2y The District Conrdinator of the Agency wine

shull be the Sverctary.

(3) ‘The District Disuster Management Commiiioe may
1

co-opt members put such members shall not vote.

23

24

The District Disaster Management Commiitice shall -

(a) prepare plans tor the district to prevent ard
mitigate disasters in its area of authorin:

by mamniain a close tdison with the Regional
Drisaster Management Committee in drawing
up its plons: and

{c)  perform in the disteict, the fonctions directed
by the Platform or the Direcior General.

(1Y A Regional Disaster Plot form Manasement Comnitted

shail meet during a disaster in the region or for the dispaich of

busincss.

at the times aad  places as the Chaliman may consider

appropriate,

during a

2 A Distriet Disaster Manugement Connmittes shall mee!
disaster in the district or for the aischarge of business, at

the times and places as the Chairman may consider approgriate.

{3) A Regional Disaster Management Committee and a

District Disaster Management Commitiee shall meet at Jeast once
every month.

Committe

25

(4) Regional and District Disaster Management
es shall regulate the procedure of their meetings.

(1) There is established in each chistdom, a Chiefdom

Disaster Manzpement Commnittee.

conprise-

{2y The Chicfdom Disaster Managemeni Committee shall
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() The Paramount Chiet whe shalt be the

Chadrman:
it The Conmmuaity Health Otficer,

c) The Cempany Commander, Republic of Sierra
Leione Armed Forces;

tdy Thet ‘irl‘ic-cmn-{'_fhargc, Sierra Legne Police;

(<} The Chietdom Security Coordinator, Office
of National Security;

U} areprosentative frem the Sierra Leope Red

Cross:
(el The Chicfdom Youth Chigirman:

hy A TEDresentative of a ¢jvig society
organisation specialising in disaster
Manaoement or environmental Issyes,
appointed by (he Chairman of the
Organtsation

) The Chisfdom Coordinator of the Agency
who shall be the Secretary;

Ji One Councillor per chiefdom nominated by
the Distriet Chairman ofC(mm:i!;

k) The member of Pariiament of the
constituency:
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(33 The Chieldum Disaster Management Comnnitee moy

co-ept mebers,

Functions cf 26, The Chiefdam Disaster Management Commirree shail-
Chietdem

Ihsaster

Management {a) prepare plans for the chietdom to preven und

Cammittae R T S PR
INHTZAUE GUAsIers o 185 ared ol autnonn

th) mamiain a close Hatsen with the Disrice
Drisasrer Management Committes in drawing
up its plans: and

(¢l pertarm in the chieldom, functions divected
by the Board or the Director General,

[ TETTR N Ay - . “ . .
'[j;‘_“[_”“--“ ‘;]' 27, {1y A Chiefdom Disaster Manasement Cominitter shail
Jistrict an R . R N L . . .
Chiefde meet during a disaster in the chictdom or for the discharec of business,
Chrefdom =

Disaster at the times and places as the Chaimmen may consider appropristo.

Management
Comtmillees
(2) A District Pisaster Management Commitiee and
Chiefdom Management Conunittee shall mect at teast ence every
month,

(3} Chiefdom Disaster Management Commintiees shall

rovulate the procedure for their meetings.

PART VT-DECLARATION OF STATE OF EMIRGENCY AND
RESPONSIBILITY FOR DISASTL.

Teclaration 28, (1} the President may declare a stare of emer:
31 oslaic of

SIHCTLON TS

accordance with section 29 ot tne Constitution of Sicrra Leane. 1693
fACr N0 6 of 1991)  where the National Platform curebiishes the

rarsnienee or provatence of a disaster W the President
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{13 A Regtonal Disaster Management committee shell
Srborrn the National Platforn of e disaster that oceurs within its region.

131 A District Disaster Manzesment Commirtee shall

inforn the Recionad Disaster Magagemont Commitiee and the National

Platform of a dizaster i its distriet.

(4 Where a state of emergency has been declared. the
President may, by Proctamation published in the CGuzerre, make

Regulations or e directives for-

ia) the release of state resources for the

management of the disaster:

(b the use of private resources for the

pranagement of the disasier;

(vithe release of personnet of public or private

institations 1o render emergency services;

(dy  the implementation of the whole or pan ol a

pational disasrer managernent plan:

i) the evacuation of the whole or a part of the
populetion from the disaster-stricken or
threatened area to temporary shebters {or the
presevvation of lile:

() the regulation efvratfic to. won e within the

disaste-stvicken or threaened area:

(g} the reguiation of the movement of persuns
and goods to, from or within the disaster-

stricket or threatened ares:
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{(h)

(i}

Q)

()]

(m)

(n)

®

the controt and occupancy ol premises in the

disasfer-stricken or threwtened ares:

the provision, control ar use of temporarn
emergency accommodation:

the suspension or Hmitation of the sale
dispensation or transportation of alcohe iie
beverages and food items in the disaster-
stricken or threatensd area;

the prohibition of a4 persen trom
manufacturing or carrying arms or
ammunition in the disaster-
stricken or threatened arca:

the maintenance o instatlation of temporats
lines of commuriication to, frem or swithin the
disaster-stricken or threatened area:

the dissemination of information required for
dealing with the disaster:

emergency  procurement proceduraes
notwithstanding the Public Procurament Acr.
2006 (ActNo, Lol 25161

the faciiitation of response and post-disaster
recovery and rehabiliiation: and

the Implementation of any other measures
that may be necessary fto prevent an
escalation of a disaster or to alleviate and
minimise the etfects of a4 disaster,
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TTrre—
2 Whepe adisasir oeeypg O threatens 1 oceur in g region, Regiona!

disaster rAZement commi ttee shall

the relevant regions!

{aj

fc)

———
disaster

nform the Nationg] Platforn f,, Risk
Reduetion of the disaster apg ot ils initja)
ASSCSSIENT OF the magnitude gp potentia)
Ragmtde a4 SEVerity of the disaster:

alert Stakeholdeps toncerned wip disaster
Managemant jp that region vapable of
grzuniug assistance in the circumst;mces;

and

initiate the imp!ememaiion of Contingency
blans ang emcrgency procedures thyy are
applicable in e circum:;tances_

300 Whepe A slae ui"emergcncy has been declaredt over ATC2ION Stare of

Uy the President. e Resident Minigter responsible shai issue with

Shicrgency
with respect

FESPeCT o thay eaion, directives Oor authorise directiveq @ be issyed t0 4 region,

iorthe toflow ng-

{el}

{H)

the reloase of availahje State resourees in the
FERIOL [ the Management of te disaster:

the refease ofpersonnel of institutions ip the
region +g render CMergency fervices: apd

the l'mplcmematie.m ofthe whale or part of 3
regiongi disaster Manageme )y Plan that i
applicable in the circumstances.
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}'{?iij"”ﬁ‘b“jW 31, (5 The respeciive Regiona] Divaster Manngenent
of Regienw L ) e . - .
Disaster Coramittes hastiie tespansibility tor the ce-ordination mid

Management management of a dis
{Comnuttee
i the event

ey that ocours in the region,

ot regionl {2) The Regional Disaster Managemant Connnitles shahl
digaster. N . . . _— i, . ‘
perforin its functions in aceardance with any directives e by
the Restdent Minuster,
E’WTW! 32.  When 2 disaster occurs or ihreatens 1o occur it & district.
isisier C e - - . .
the District Thaasier Management Conunittee shali-

(a} initiate the implementarion Gf programmes (o
reduce the incidence and impact of the
disastery and

(h) atert the stakeholders concerned with disaster
management in the diserict,

State of 33, Where a stale of emergency has been declared by the
CIIETEEALY

Y pregident with respect te a region, the Residont Minister shall issue
vwith respect : =

e a District,  directives or anthorise directives to be issued fot the following-

(a3 the release of avaiiable resources for the
districi;

(b} the refease of personnel of instiutions in the
district to render emergency services; and

¢y the implemantanion of the whole ov a part ofa
district disaster management plan that is
applicable in the cireumstances.
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A District Disasier Management Committee has the
cesponsibiliy For the

thaet ocears i the disires,

Responsibility
A of Districa
co-ordmazicn and management of a disaster Disaster
Management
Commiulies

Phe Distriet Disaster Manazoment Committee shall

partonn its finctions o accordance with the resolutions passed by

the District axsembly where o district disaster occurs.,

Whon a disaster oceurs or threatens to oceur ina chiefdont, Chictdom

Chietdom Disaster Mapazement Commitree shatl-

disaster

{z) initate the implementarion of programmes o

reduce the incidence and impact of the

disasier: and

alert the stakeholders concerned with disaster
management in the district.

The Chiefdom Assembply concerned may pass a resolution Seage of

on the recommendation of the Chiefdom Disaster Management

emergency
with respect

Committee in - respect of the following - o a

chiefdom.

(a} the release of available resources for the

—
o

Chieldony;

the redease of personnel of institutions in the
Chietdom to render emergency services; and

the implomeniation of the whole ora part of a
distrier disaster management plan that is
applicable (i the circumstances.

29



30 No. 3 The Nanewal Pisasior Monaeement Aey 2u2n

Responsibility 37 (7 A Chiefdom Disaster Management Conunitier
of Chiefdom e . .. ,

Disaster respansibifity for the co-ordination @ind management of 5 Jhaster
Management that pecurs in the chicfdom

Committes.

() The Chieldom Disasrer Management Compinee <hoil

pertorm its functions in accordance with the resclunions pais o

the Chictdom assemb!y where chiefdom disaster oveurs,

FART VIF- FINANCTAL PROVISIONS

E;t‘a\pi:;hnﬁ:nz 38. (H
01 Nabong . . - . . g
Disaster Fund to provide fimances for the developraent and operation of dispsier

There s established. a Wational Disaster Managem.n

Management  peevention, disaster risk reduction. climate change risk reduction
Fund . =
and other disaster muanagement progranmes,

(2} The Fund under subsection (1) shall be applicd o
finance emergency relief tor disaster victims including such ather
disaster prevention and disaster risk reduction actvities as may he
determined by the Platform,
?“"5‘3‘35}_"‘*' 2. The activities of the Ageney shali be financed by finds
undgs o - -
Avency., consisting of-
(@) menies appropriated for the Agency by
Parliament;

(by erants, donations and other voluntary
contributions to the Fund: and

{c) other moneys that may in any manner becemie
lawfully payable to the Agency.

“;ﬂ]?w:mﬁ"f 4. () The Agency is responsible for the management of
4] Lind.

the Fund and for that purpose shait-
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Lad

(@) pursue policies to achieve the ohject of the

Funei:

i formlate policies to Lenerdte money tor the

Fund,

W} omoniter and evaluate the development and
operations  of  Jisaster management
PIOLELIMES 10 respect of monevs received

trom the Py

{dy  ensure accoumtability of the Fund by detining
appropriate procedures for its management
and utiission:

(e} provide a formula for the disbursement of

men2vs from the Fund:

(0 invest, with the appraval of the President,
monies ¢f the Fund in securitics that are sale

sid Brancially baneficial 1o the Fund: and

£y perform any other function anctiliary 1o the

abject of the Fungd,

{2 The funds of the Agency shall be applied oenly for the
purposes of the approved budget of the Agency,

1

L The Agency shal Keep proper bovks of acconnt and Acceunts
. . . o - and audit of
other cecords in relation o ihe LSS, property and finances of Avenes
the Agenvy i a form approved by the Auditor-Genera) and shall
prepare in respect of euch financial year of the Ageney g financial

suatement which shall include-
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(i} balance sheet aceounts:
{by income and expendiire accounts, and
{c) source and application of funds.

(2} The acceunts of the Agency kept under subsection
(1) shall not fater than 2 months arter the end of cach Hinanaial vear

be audited by the Auditor-General or an guditor appointed by hing,

{3y For the purposes of subsection (23, the Awditor-
General or the auditor appointed by him shall be entitled to have
access 1o ail books of account. vouchers and other financial records
ol the Agency and to require such information and explanation thergon

as he may think it

{4) The Agency shai! provide the Auditor-General or the
auditor appomted by hiry with all necessary and appropriate facilitios

for the examipation of the zeccunts and tecords of the Agency.

(31 The Auditer-Gieneral or the auditor appointed by him
shall submir 1o the Azency a report on the audited accsunts and the
Hnangial statements reterred to m subsection (1} and shall, in Dis

report draw atteniion 1o -
{a} any irregularities in the accounts:

{by any matters that are iikelv to ardversely atfect
the operations of the Agency: and

(¢ any ather matter which, in his opinion, ought
{o be brought ro the notice of the Agoncy.
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; . - . - ) . . (¢ ial
42, The financiad vear of the Agency shall be the same as the F“'a“ctl‘-

- = - vedr G

financial year of the Government, Agency

3ot The Azency shall, within 3 maenths after the end of A pmun
the Financial year, <ubinit to the Minigte an annual report on the TEPOIL
proermance of s functions during that vear and on its nulicy and

precranunes.

£ Phe ananal report submitted by the Agency under
stubsection {1} whali inelude the Accounts and annual fnancial
sarement prepared under section 21 and the report of the audit

thereon,

(31 The Mintsier shall luy copies of the annual report
beters Parliament within 2 monihs a'ter ke hus received the report,

() The Ageney shall make copies of the report available

o all stehcholders once it has been bud before Parliarnent,

o The Agencey is CXenipi rom the payment of taxes. dutics Exemption
and Tevies from taxes,
o ' duties and
levies.
PART VIH-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
-

45 {1y The Chairman of each Disaster Management Disaster
Comdnee undar this At shall ensvre that a disaster management g‘ﬁ"’}agcm“m
olan 15 prepared and - simulated annuiaily and subsequently revised

W aocordance with the national policy on disaster management.

(2} The Chairman of each Disaster Management
Commitice shall submit (e respective disaster management plan to
the Naticnal Platform for Dissster Risk Reduction for review 30 days

atrer ihe narional budger has been approved,
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--;‘“M_“h”"”“ 16, (1) The Agency shadl establish und maintain @registr
nf reCister . . . .
for the purpose of disaster and cinergency managament in sueh fori

as mav be determined by the Nationai Plattorm.

(7  Every Regional Coordimator, Distiio Coordiouor and
Chiefdom Coordinater shall cause to be recorded nihe resisiir
particufars of cach disuster that occurs i tieir reapeciive region.

district or chiefdom,

(3) The Seeretariar shall record the partivuiars of =ch

disaster in the register.

Powers of 47. (1) The Director General may authorise desiypnnicd
authiorised - . . s
uihorise officers to carry cut the tunctions of the Agency.

M

(2) Anofficer or agent of the Agency, authorised to Carrs
out a function or to sotlabornt with an existing authorised azopos
oAy -

() cnrer any premises, whish peses o P Bkl

W pose a dunger during a disasier,

(hy demolish any building or sruciere whicii bas
been assessed by a certified planner as bon
in an unauthorised or hazardous lovatios:
and

(¢) carry outany other law ral act wncluding sateh
shnulations and rehearsens to deal with o
hazardous situation or v mitizate a disasion

(3) An officer. agent ot volunteer of the Agency who

andertakes any unauthorised act under the preiext of manasmg A

divasler OF emeruriuy, commits we oitence and ¢ Habple on convicnen
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ih

oz fine of not less than 30.000,000.00 Leones or to a term of

IPTISONMent of pot less than 3 vears or to boti such fine and

gnprisonment,

S50 (0 The Agency niav request for relevant information from

{ab a ministry, department or agency,
(o) @ nen-governmental organisation.
1) aprivate institution, or

(dy an individual, within a time frarme determined
by the Seoretariat for purposes of disaster
prevention and imanagemeant.

(20 A person who, without reasonable excuse, refuses o
comply with & request for information commits an offence md s
lahie on convictionto a fine of not Joss than Q000,000 00 Leones or

i remiof imprisenment of not less than {2 months or to both such

tinzand nprisoamest,
90y A person shall not -

(i wbstruct an authorised officer or agent of the
Agency in the discharge of a dutv underhis
Act:

(b} act o1 omit to aet in a Jnuuner that results jn
disaster or exucerbates the offoct of a disaster
being managed by un officer or agent of the
Agency.

Reauest for
nformation

Cibstruction
ol afficer or
arent of

Aguncy
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Non-
Governmental
Organisatons.

General
penalty.

Regulations.

{2y A porson who contravenes subsection (1) COmmits
an offence and 1Is lable on conviction to a fine of not less thao 0.
-y

000,000.00 Leones or te a term of imprisonment of not iess than 12
months or to both such fine and imprisonnient.

5. () A non-governmental organisation shail cotlaborate
with the Agency. where the non-governmental organisation intends
to erant assistance for the purpose of this Act. and shall submit o
report in writing o the Geceretariat in respect of the outeome of the
intervention and assistance of the HON-FoVEIMmEenta; arganisation
to manage or mitigate the particular disaster or emergzncy.

(2y The Agency shall cullaborate with « non-
governpental organisation through the competent statulory
authority responsible for the operation of non-governpnienial
grganisations.

51.  Aperson who commitsan offence under this Act forwhick
a penalty has not been preseribed, s lable on summary conviciion
to a fine of not less than 30,000,000.00 Leores or to a Lorm of
imprisonment of not less thap 3 years or to both such fine and

Hmprisenment.

52. (1) The Direcior General may. on the advice of the National
Platform through the Minister. by statuiory instrument make
Regulations as he considers necessary or expedient for aiving effect

to this Act.

(2) Notwithstanding the generality of subsection 1), the

Minister may make Regulations 10 -

() provide for the procurement of goods,
equipmert, persennel, accommodation and
othier services in time of disaster and

BINETZENTY;

(b prescribe safety mensures for the public;
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(¢) prescribe levels for the state of alertness, In
respect of the declaration of a state of

CRIEIEEncy!
{dy prescribe emergency management pans;
(¢} prescribe reporting procedures tor disaster
management;

(fy provide for ihe terms of muiuzl aid
agreements:

{or provide for the disseminaticn o irformation;

{hy provide for evacuation procedures; and

(iy provide for amy other matter necessary for
the effective implementation of the
provisions of this Act,

Passed in Parliument this 24t dav of March, intheyear of our Lerd two

thousand  and  nventy.

PARAN UMAR TARAWALLY,

Cierk of Parliament.

Trees Pros 50 InpRzssion has been carefuiiv compared by me with the Bill
which has passcd Parilament and found by me to be a trug and correct printed

copy of the said Sill

PARAN UMAR TARAWAL LY.

Clerk of Parliament..

1Mt e an PUBL SHED BY TIE GoVERNMENT PRINTNG [irARTMENT. SIEREA LEONE.
CGezpre No. 34 oF Tl Juse, 2020,
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