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No. 3115. — CONVENTION! ESTABLISHING AN INTERNATIONAL
RELIEF UNION. SIGNED AT GENEVA, JULY 12, 1927.

Official texts in French and English. This Convention was registered with the Secretariat, in accordance
with iis Article 18, on December 27, 1932, the date of its entry tnto force.

TeE PRESIDENT OF THE ALBANIAN REPUBLIC ; TEE PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN REICE;
His MajesTy THE KING OF THE BELGIANS | THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL ;
His MajesTY THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND AND OF THE BRITISHE DOMINIONS BEYOND
T=EE SEas, EMPEROR OF INDIA ; His MAJESTY THE KING OF THE BULGARIANS ; THE PRESIDENT OF
TEE COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC ; THE PRESIDENT OF TEE CUBAN REPUBLIC ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE
Porisg RePuBLIC FOR THE FREE CiTy oF Danzic ; His MaJesty TEE KIvG oF EGY?T; TEE
PRESIDENT OF TH= REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR ; His MajesTY TEE KING OF SPALV ; THE PRESIDENT

Y Deposit of ratifications :
. July 30, 1928.

ECUADOR . . . . . . v v it e e e
Itary (including Italian Colomies) . . . . . . . . . . . . Angust 2 1928

Egvpr. . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. .... Augustq 1923
Rousawrza . . . . . . ... ... ........... September 11, 1928
INDIA..........................Apﬁ12,1929~

FINLAND . . . 0 L oo e s e e Aprl 10, 1929.
CHUNGARY L oL oL oL L Lo April 17, 1929..
BELGIUM . . . . v v it i e e e e e e e e e e May 9, 1929.

MONACO . . . v v i s e e e e May 21, 1920.
VENEZUELL . . . . . . . . .o v v+ v v ... Juderg 1020
GERMANY . . . o L L aen b e e e e e e July 22, 1929.

Sa¥ MARINO . . . . .. ................ Angust 1z 1920. .
ALBANIA . L L L L L L e e e e e August 31, 1929.
PoraNp axp Frez City oF DANZIG . . . . « . . . . .. - July 11, 1930.

GREECE .+ . v v i v v i s i v e e e Janunary 16, 1931.
BU’LG&RIA May 22, 1931,

CZECHOSLOVARIA . . . . . . . . v v o .. e e e e e August 20, 193I.
TOURKEY . . . . .o o oo March 10, 1932.

Fx.wcz-: April 27, 1932.

Accessions :

SUDAN . . ... ... .. L. L. ... ... May 11 1928

NEW ZEALAND . . . L o oL December 22, 1928.
On the understanding that no contribution to the initial fund of the Tnion will fall due by New
Zealand before the commencement of the next financial year in that country, viz., April 1st, 1029.

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTEERN IRELAND . . . « « + + s « January 9, 1929.
This accession does not include any of His Britannic Majesty’s Colonies, Protectorates or territories
under suzerainty or mandate.

I_.UXEMBURG......................Jun827,1939-
SWITZERLAND . . . . ., . ., , .. ... ... 2" January 2, 1930.
Yvcostavia . . . .. ., ., . .10 August 28, 193I.

PERsIA ottt e e s e e e o v v w s v . . September 28, 1032.
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oF THE REPUBLIC OF FINLAND ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC ; THE PRESIDENT
oF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA ; HIS SERENE
HIGHENESS THE GOVERNOR OF HUNGARY ; His MAJESTY THE KING OF ITALY ; THE PRESIDENT
oF THE LaTviaN RepusLic ; His SERENE HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF MONACO ; THE PRESIDENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PERU ; THE PRESIDENT
OF THE PoLISH REPUBLIC ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE PoRTUGUESE REPUBLIC ; His MAJESTY THE
KinG oF RouMania ; 1 CAPITANI REGGENTI OF THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO ; THE PRESIDENT
OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE TURKISE REPUBLIC ; THE PRESIDENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY, and THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF VENEZUELA

In view of the Preamble of the Covenant of the League of Nations, which contemplates the
promotion of * international co-operation... by the prescription of... just... relations between

”

nations...”; and o )
In view of Article 23 (/) of the Covenant of the League of Nations, which states that the

Members of the League of Nations * will endeavour to take steps in matters of international concern

for the prevention and control of disease ” ; and . )
In view of Article 25 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, which states that *‘ the Members

of the League of Nations agree to encourage and promote the establishment and co-operation
of duly authorised voluntary national Red Cross organisations having as purposes the improvement
of health, the prevention of disease and the mitigation of suffering throughout the world ”’ ; and
Considering that such principles meet with the approval of all States ; )
Desiring to render aid to each other in disasters, to encourage international relief by a
methodical co-ordination of available resources, and to further the progress of international law
in this field,
Have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries :

Tue PRESIDENT OF THE ALBANIAN REPUBLIC :
M. LiBoHOVA, Chargé d’Affaires at Paris ;

Tye PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN REICH :

Lieutenant-Colonel P. DRAUDT, Vice-President of the German Red Cross,
Mme J. DUNNER, Counsellor in the Ministry of Labour,

Dr. F. RuppERT, Counsellor in the Ministry of Interior, )
Dr. G. ScEELLERT, Counsellor of Legation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ;

His MajESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIANS :
Senator A. Francors, *“ Econome Général ” of the Belgian Red Cross ;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL : ’ .
M. Raoul pE Rio Braxco, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the
Swiss Federal Council ;

H1s MajesTY THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND AND OF THE BRITISE DOMINIONS BEYOND
THE SEAS, EMPEROR OF INDIA @

For INDIA :
Sir Atul Chandra CHATTER]JEE, High Commissioner for the Empire of India in London ;

His MajesTY THE KING OF THE BULGARIANS !
M. Stephane LAFTCHIEFF, Member of the Committee of the Bulgarian Red Cross ;

TaE PRESIDENT OF THE COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC :

Dr. Antonio José REsTREPO, Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent Delegate accredited
to the League of Nations ;
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Tue PRESIDENT OF TﬁE CuBaN REPUBLIC :
M. G. pE BLANCK, Envoy Extracrdinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent Delegate
accredited to the League of Nations ; , 2 7

TreE PRESIDENT OF THE POLISH REPUBLIC :

For the Free CiTy oF Dawnzic :
Dr. W. Ceopzxo, former Minister, Director of the State School of Hygiene at Warsaw,
Dr. FERBER, Secretary-General of the Red Cross at Danzig ;

His MAJESTY THE KING OF EGYPT ©
M. Ahmed Er KaDRy, Consul at Geneva ; ‘ |

TugE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR : ‘ :
M. F. GUARDERAS, Chargé d’Affaires at Rome ;

His MajeEsTY THE KING OF SPAIN :
M. L. Quer BovuLEg, Chargé d’Affaires at Berne ;

J4E PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF FINLAND : :
M. Rudolf Horsti, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations ;

TeE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC :
Count Bertrand Cravzer, Minister Plenipotentiary, Head of the French League of Nations ‘
Office in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 5

THE PRESIDENT OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC ; : |
M. V. Dexpravis, Envoyv Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss |

Federal Council ; !

i i
t

TEE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA
M. J. CAsTASEDS ;

His SERENE HIGHNESS THE GOVERNOR OF HUNGARY :
M. P. pE HEVESY DE HEVES, Resident Minister, Permanent Delegate accredited to the
League of Nations ;

His MajEsTy THE KING OF ITALY :

The Honourable Giovanni CiraoLoO, Senator of the Kingdom ;
o The Honourable Stefano Cavazzont, Member of Parliament ;

e

"TEE PRESIDENT OF THE LATVIAY REPUBLIC :
M. Ch. Duzuaxs, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations ;

Hris SERENE HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF Moxaco :
M. Rodolphe ELLES, Vice-Consul at Geneva ;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA ©

M. F. Mepiva, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the President of
the French Republic ;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PERU :
M. Victor GoNzaLEz OLAECHES, Chargé d’Affaires at Rome ;
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TuE PRESIDENT OF THE POLISH REPUBLIC :
Dr. W CHoDZKoO, former Minister, Director of the State School of Hygiene at Warsaw ;

TeE PRESIDENT OF THE PORTUGUESE REPUBLIC :

M. A. M. Bartholomeu FERREIRA, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to
the Swiss Federal Council ; .

His MAJESTY THE KING OF RoUMANIA ¢

M. N. P. CoumvENE, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss
Federal Council, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations ;

1 CAPITANI REGGENTI OF THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO :
M. Fr. Paclo VaNNTI ARCHIRAFI, Vice-Consul of Italy at Geneva ;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC :

M. Ferdinand VEVERKA, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss
Federal Council, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations ;

THE PRESIDENT OF THE TURKISH REPUBLIC :

Mehmed Muwir Bey, Envov Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss
Federal Council ;

The PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY :

M. E. Buero, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal
Council ;

AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF VENBZUELA

M. O. BapTisTa, Chargé d’Affaires at Berne ;
M. Francisco J. Duarte, Consul at Geneva ;

Who, after communicating their full powers, found to be in good and due form, have agreed
as follows :

Article 1.

The High Contracting Parties agree to establish an International Relief Union in accordance
with the provisions of the present Convention and the Statute hereto annexed.

The Members of the International Relief Union shall be such Members of the League of Naticns
and such States not Members of the League of Nations as are Parties to this Convention.

Article 2.

The objects of the International Relief Union are :

(r) In the event of any disaster due to force majeure, the exceptional gravity of which
exceeds the limits of the powers and resources of the stricken people, to furnish to the
suffering population first aid and to assemble for this purpose funds, resources and
assistance of all kinds ; :
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(2) In the event of any public disaster, to co-ordinate as occasion offers the efforts
made by relief organisations, and, in a general way, to encourage the study of preventive .
measures against disasters and to induce all peoples to render mutual international
assistance.

Article 3.

The International Relief Union shall operate for the benefit of all stricken peoples, whatever
their nationality or their race, and irrespective of any social, political or religious distinction.

Nevertheless, the action of the International Relief Union is limited to disasters ogcurring
in the territories of the High Contracting Parties to which the present Convention applies, and
to such disasters occurring in other countries as in the opinion of tbeExecutive@omrmttee mentioned
in Article 6 are likely to affect such territories of the High Contracting Parties.

Article 4.

Action by the International Relief Union in any country is subject to the consent of the
Government thereof.

Article 5.

In the establishment and working of the International Relief Union, the free co-operation
is envisaged :
(r) Of national Red Cross Societies, in conformity with Article 25 of the Covenant
of the League of Nations, and of institutions or organisations constituting de fure or de
facto unions of such societies ; :

(z) Of all other official or non-official organisations which may be able to undertake
the .same activities for the benefit of stricken populations, if possible in co-operation
with Red Cross Societies and institutions or organisations above mentioned. -

’

Ariicle 6.

The International Relief Union shall be directed by a General Council, which shall appoint
an Executive Committee in accordance with the provisions of the present Convention and of the
Statute hereto annexed.

The General Council of the International Relief Union shall consist of Delegates of all the
Members of the International Relief Union, there teing one Delegate for each Member.

Fach Member of the International Relief Union may entrust its representation in the General
ggtu_n;:il to its national Red Cross Society or to one of "the national organisations referred to n

icle 5.

Article 7.

The International Relief Union shall have its seat in the city in which the seat of the League
of Nations is established. i

It may have all or part of its administrative services in any place selected by the Executive
Committee. ’

17 No. 3115




1932 League of Nations — Trealy Series. 259

Article 8.

Within the limits of its objects and in accordance with the prescriptions of the national
legislation of the country concerned, the International Relief Union shall be able, either in its
own name, or in the names of persons acting in its behalf, to sue or be sued, and to acquire, with
or without consideration, and to possess property of any kind, subject to the provisions of Article 12.

Article q.

Each of the Members of the League of Nations and the States not Members which are Parties
to the present Convention shall contribute to the establishment of an initial fund of the Inter-
national Relief Union. This fund is divided into shares of 700 Swiss francs each. Each Member
of the League of Nations will subscribe a number of shares equal to the number of the units of
its contribution to the expenses of the League of Nations. The contribution of States not Members
of the League of Nations will be fixed by the Executive Committee, according to the principles
applied in determining the contributions of Members of the League of Nations.

Article 10.

The High Contracting Parties will endeavour to accord to the International Relief Union
and to the organisations acting in its beHalf, in accordance with the provisions of Article 5 of the
present Convention and of the Statute, in all of their territories to which the present Convention
applies, and in so far as is possible under the local law, the most extensive immunities, facilities
and exemptions for their establishments, for the movements of their staff and supplies, for relief
operations and for the publicity of appeals.

Article 131.

The resources of the International Relief Union shall consist, in addition to the initial fund
provided for in Article g :
(1) Of voluntary grants made by Governments ;
(2) Of private contributions ; and
(3) Of the donations and bequests referred to in Article 12.

Article 12.

The International Relief Union may receive donations and bequests of all kinds. Donations
and bequests may be made with or without special conditions or restrictions as to their use in
a particular country, for a particular category of disasters, or for a particular disaster.

Donations and bequests may be accepted only if they are in conformity with the objects
of the Union as defined in Articles 2 and 3 of the present Convention and with the law of the parti-
cular country concerned.
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' Article 13, B o

Nothing in the present Convention shall be interpreted as involving a restriction of any kind
on the freedom of the societies, institutions or organisations mentioned in Article 5, when they

are acting on their own account.
Article 14.

The High Contracting Parties agree that all disputes between them relaitng to the inter-
pretation or application of this Convention shall, if they cannot be settled by direct negotiation
or by some other method of amicable settlement, be referred for decision to the Permanent Court
of International Justice. The Court may be seized of the dispute, if necessary, by the application
of either of the Parties. In case either or both of the Parties to such a dispute should not be Parties
to the Protocol? of December 16th, 1920, relating to the Permanent Court of International Justice,
the dispute shall be referred, at the choice of the Pcrties and in accordance with the constitutional
procedure of each of them, either to the Permanen: Court of International Justice or to a tribunal
constituted in accordance with the Hague Convention? of October 13th, 1go7, for the Pacific
Settlement of International Disputes, or to some other tribunal of arbitration.

Article 15.

_ The present Convention, of which the French and English texts are both authentic, shall bear
this day’s date and, until April 30th, 1928, it may be signed on behalf of any Member of the League
of Nations or of any State not 2 Member, represented at the Conference at Geneva, or to which the
Council of the League of Nations may have communicated a copy of the Convention for this purpose.

Article 16.

The present Convention is subject to ratification. The instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, who shall notify their deposit to
all signatory or acceding States. ‘

Ariicle 17.

_On and after May 1st, 1928, any Member of the League of Nations or any State mentioned in’
Article 15 mayv accede to the present Convention. This accession shall be effected by a notification
made to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, to be deposited in the archives of the
Secretariat. The Secretary-General shall at once notify such deposit to all the sizmatory and
acceding States. ) )

! Vol. VI, page 379 ; Vol. XI, page 405 ; Vol. XV, page 305 ; Vol. XXIV ; Vol. XXVII
e - VI, ; - X1, page ; Vol. XV, ; VoL 3 , page 153 ; Vol. XXVII,
f,a‘%_f[s*éw ; Vol. XXXTIX, page 165 ; Vol. XLV, page g6 ; Vol. i, page 159, Vol. LIV, page 387 ; Vol.
Xorr Lage 70 Vol. LX XTI, page 452 ; Vol. LXXVIII, page 435 ; Vol. LXXXVIII, page 272 ; vol.
5 I(. %%g; a?éez ;O’\/ol. XVCIVIé gégﬁ 180 ; Vol. %, lpage 133 ; Vol. CIV, page 492 ; Vol. CVII, page 461 ;
LAl pag 23 ol. C3 , page 46 ; Vol. X VI, ; Vol. CXXX, 40, jol.
CXXX7IV, p;ge4392, of this Series.P B ok B le TG00 i EREES FRER 10 000 0L
* British and Foreign Siate Papers, Vol. 100, page 298,
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Article 18,

The present Convention shall not come into force until ratifications or accessions shall have
been deposited in the name of at least twelve Memters of the League of Nations or non-Member
States of which the combined contributions amount to six hundred shares, The date of its entry
into force will be the ninetieth day after the receipt by the Secretary-General of the League of

- Nations of the last of such ratifications or accessions. Thereafter, the present Convention will
take effect as to each party ninety days after the receipt of the instrument of ratification or
notification of its accession,

For the application of this Article, the Secretary-General of the League of Nations will make
a provisional estimate of the contributions of States non-Members of the League of Nations.

In compliance with the provisions of Article 18 of the Covenant of the League of Nations,
the Secretary-General will Tegister the present Convention upon the day of its coming into force.

Article 1g.

Any Member of the International Relief Union may withdraw from the Union by giving one
year’s notice in Writing to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations.

The provisions of the present Convention shall cease to ke applicatle to the territory of the
withdrawing Member one year after the receipt of such notice by the Secretary-General of the
League of Nations.

The Secretary-Genera] of the League of Nations shall notify all Memkers of the Union of the

Teceipt of any notice of withdrawal,

Any High Contracting Party may, at the time of signature, ratification or accession, declare
that, in accepting the present Convention, he does not assume any obligations in respect of all
or any of his colonies, protectorates Or territories under suzerainty or mandate ; and the Present
Convention shall not apply to any territories named in such declaration.

Any High Contracting Party may give notice to the Secretary-General of the League of
Nations at any time subsequently that he desires that the Convention shall apply to all or any of
his territories ‘which have been made the subject of a declaration under the Preceding paragraph
and the Convention shal] apply to all the territories named in such notice ninety days after its
receipt by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations. g

Any High Contracting Party mayat any time declare that he desires that the present Convention
shall cease to apply to all or any of his colonies, protectorates or territories under suzerainty or
mandate and the Convention shal] cease to apply to the territories named in such declaration
one year after its receipt by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations.

Article 21,

The revision of the present Convention may be requested at any time by one-third of the
Members of the International Relief Union,

The Statute annexed to the present Convention may be modified by the General Council.
For that purpose, three-fourths of the Members of the General Council must be present at the
meeting, and the modification must be approved by two-thirds of the Members present.
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FINLANDE FIntanp
) Rudolf HorstI .
FRANCE - . France
CLAUZEL .
GRECE GREECE
V. DENDRAMIS , ) 2
GUATEMALA GUATEMATA
José CasTaNEDA M.
HONGRIE HuNGary

' En signant la présente convention, le soussigné, délégué de Hongrie, déclare au nom de son
gouvernement que « les immunités, facilités et franchises les plus favorables » mentionnées 4 I'ar-
ticle 10 de cette convention, ne comportent ni l'exterritorialité, ni les autres droits et immunités
dont jouissent en Hongrie les Agents diplomatiques diiment accrédités. ! j
|
Paul pE HEVESY 5

ITaLIE . Itary
Giovanni CIrRa0OLO Cavazzoni STEFANO

LeTTONIE Latvia
Charles DuzyaNs

Moxaco Moxaco

R. Errzs
NICARAGUA NICARAGUA
F. Mepiva
PErROU P=rU
Victor Goxzarzz QLAECTEA
Porocye Porsxp
CHODZEO
PorTUGAL PORTUGAL
A. M. Bartholomeu FERREIRA

RouvManIE RotyraNta
N. P. CoMNENE

SATNT-MARIN SaN Marmvo

) Fr. Paclo VANNI ARCHIRAFI ,
TcEECOSLOVAQUIE CZECEOSLOVAKRTA
Ferdinand VEVEREA

. TURQUIE ’ TURKEY
, Mehmed MuNIR

Urvcuay : URUGUAY

E. E. BuEro
VENEZUELA ) VENEZUELA
Octavio BarTIsTa F. J. DvarTE

Translation :

4 ! On signing the present. Convention, the undersigned, Delegate of Hungary, declares, on behalf
of his Government, that “the most extensive immunities, facilities and exemptions’’ mentioned in
Article 10 of the present Convention shall not include exterritoriality or the other rights and immurnities
enjoyed in Hungary by duly accredited diplomatic agents.
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STATUTE OF THE IN TERNATIONAL RELIEF UNION.

Article 1.

Each delegate in the General Council may have a substitute who may attend the meetings
of the Council, but who shall act in an advisory and deliberative capacity only in the atsence

of the delegate. . o
Representatives of international relief organisations or other qualified organisations or

 institutions may be invited to be Present in a consultative capacity at the meetings of the General

Council. )
The Secretary-General of the League of Nations may attend or be represented at any meeting

of the General Council.
Article 2.

The General Council shall be convoked by the Executive Committee at the seat of the Inter-
national Relief Union every two years. In the interval of the two years, it may meet at any place
fixed by the Executive Committée. The Executive Committee shall call a meeting of the General
Council on the request of one-fourth of the Members of the General Council.

The first meeting of the Genera] Council shall ke summoned by the Council of the League

of Nations.

Article 3.

A quorum of the General Counci will require the presence of the delegates of one-half of the
Members of the International Relief Union, subject to the provisions of Article 21 of the Convention ;
all decisions shall be taken by a majority of the votes cast, except in cases where a larger number
of votes is required by the present Statufe. :

Article 4.

The General Council shall elect the Members of the Executive Committee and their substitutes
by a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast. It shall establish by the same majority the necessary
regulations for the execution of the present Statute. '

The General Council shall determine, by majority vote, its own Rules of Procedure which
may provide for the election of Members of the Executive Committee by absolute majority of
the votes cast in case several ballots may have failed to result in an election.

The General Council shall be competent to deal with all the affairs of the International Relief

Union. .
Article 3.

The Executive Committee shall consist of seven Members who, with their substitutes, shall

be elected for a period of two years.
In cases of vacancy for any cause whatever, the Executive Committee shall fill such vacancy

by designating one of the substitutes to hold office until the expiration of the unfinished term.
Two representatives of the international organisations of the Red Cross (the International

Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies) may participate in the work

of the Committee in a consultative capacity. ‘
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The Secretary-General of the Leaguev of Nations may attend or be represented at any

meeting of the Executive Committee. ) i
The Executive Committee shall determine its own Rules of Procdedure.

Article 6.
Tbe Executive Committee shall meet at least once each year at the seat of the International
Relief Union, on the convocation of its President. The President shall fix the date and the flace

of other meetings.
Ariicle 7.

The Executive Committee shall be the agent of the International Relief Union, and it may
be the trustee of funds subject to special conditions or restrictions. The Executive Committee
shall have the most extensive powers for the execution of all instruments which are in conformity
with the objects of the International Relief Union and in its behalf.

The Executive Committee shall represent the International Relief Union in dealing with the
League of Nations, with Governments, with the organisations mentioned in Article 5 of the
Convention and with all persons and corporate bodies. It shall have power to institute or to defend
any action at law in the name of or on behalf of the International Relief Union. It shall have
power to effect compromises.

The Executive Committee shall collect the funds, employ them, invest them, and administer
them as trustee or fiduciary administrator ; and, in the name of the International Relief Uhnion,
shall handle all banking and insurance operations.

- Thfil Executive Committee shall make and authorise confracts of all kinds and shall control
supplies.

The Executive Committee shall fix the regulations for the investment of the funds of the
International Relief Union.

In case of disaster, the Executive Committee shall have power to act on behalf of the
International Relief Union, to organise relief and to make appeals for funds. :

Article 8.

.. Subject to the provisions of Article g, the Executive Committee may delegate all or any of
its powers to one or more of its Members.

Article g.

Any instr_unient executed by the Executive Committee, acting as trustee or fiduciary adminis-

trator of any donation or bequest, made subject to special condition or restriction, must bear

the signatures of at least two Members.
The signatures of two Members shall be required also for any alienation of property.

Article 10.

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 18, the Executive Committee shall submit an
annual report of its activities and operations to the Members of the International Relief Union.
This report shall also be communicated to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations in order
that it may be brought to the knowledge of the Coundil and Assembly of the League of Nations.
The report shall also be brought to the knowledge of the public.
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Article 171,

The Executive Committee shall be assisted by experts who may be consulted either indivi-

dually or collectively. : '
These experts shall be named by the Executive Committee, one or more experts being chosen

for each country or each geographical zone comprising several countries, as
by the Executive Committee in agreement with the interested countries. ) ]
" The experts shall be named for a period of three years ; they must reside in the zone for which
they are named ; the Executive Committee may in any case where it may be found to be necessary,
in addition to the experts above mentioned, name deputy-experts who shall not be subject to the
condition of residence.
The appointment of each expert or deputy-expert must be made in agreement with the Member
or Members interested.

Article 12.

The Executive Committee shall convoke the experts whose collaboration is deemed to be
necessary, or shall seek their opinions by correspondence whenever the circumstances so require.

Article 13.
The travelling and subsistence expenses and allowances of the delegates to the General Council

shall be borne by the authorities by which they are appointed.
The travelling and subsistence expenses and allowances of the Members of the Executive
Committee and of the experts shall be borne by the budget of the International Relief Union.

Members of the Executive Committee and experts shall receive no salary.

Article 14.

The international organisations of the Red Cross (International Committee of the Red Cross
and the League of Red Cross Societies) shall be invited to provide at their expense and to the
extent which they consider to be compatible with their resources, the permanent and central
services of the Infernational Relief Tnion. These services shall be under the direction of the

Xecutive Committee.
Article 15,

Reh’ef work in each zone shall be effected on behalf of th'e hte_rnational Relief Union by the

OTganisations mentioned in Article 5 of the Convention and existing in that zone.

to co-ordinate efforts made and the distribution of relief. In particular, it may set up for this
PUrpose, with the consent of such organisations, regional committees, ing
Tecruiting of their Members of technical capacity, experience and administrative convenience.

In the event of a disaster, the Executive Committee should as a general rule be informed by
the expert or experts of the zone affected. :
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Ariicle 16.
Tbe International Relief Union shall establish, apart from the initial fund and other funds
which it may deem it necessary to constitute : .
(r) A working capital fund, maintained : :
(a) By the income from the initial fund and the reserve hereinafter provided for ;
(b) By retaining a portion not exceeding one per cent of all sums placed at the
disposal of the International Relief Union.

This working capital fund shall cover the costs of the ordinary and permanent servicesof the
International Relief Union, in the exceptional case when such costs are not paid by the international
organisations of the Red Cross (International Red Cross Committee and League of Red Cross
Societies). »

(2) A reserve, maintained :
(2) By the surplus from anv funds not wholly expended for their special purposes ;

(5) By a deduction from all sums placed at the disposal of the International Relief
Union without being -dedicated to any special object. This deduction,
together, if necessary, with the sum deducted for the working capital fund,
shall not exceed a total of five per cent.
This reserve will be used primarily to reconstitute the initial fund provided for in Article g of
the Convention, and secondarily to supply or supplement the relief given in case of disasters for

which no special donations are available.

Ariicle 17.

The funds of the International Relief Union, with the exception of such sums as may be
required for current expenses, shall be deposited either in the same banks as the funds of the
League of Nations or in other banks approved by the General Council.

Article 18.

- The Executive Committee shall draw up an annual balance sheet of the International Relief
nion. ,
The balance sheet shall show the assets and liabilities of the International Relief Union, as

~, Well as accounts of all financial operations connected with each disaster.

Article 1q.

The League of Nations is asked to provide, under such conditions as it may determine, for
the auditing of the accounts of the International Relief Union, it being understood that the League
of Nations assumes no responsibility thereby.
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