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A

Strengt heni ng of the coordi nati on of energency humanitarian
assi stance of the United Nations

The General Assenbly,

Reaffirmng its resolutions 46/ 182 of 19 Decenber 1991, 47/168 of
22 Decenber 1992 and 48/57 of 14 Decenber 1993,

Reaffirm ng al so the guiding principles contained in section | of the
annex to its resolution 46/182,

Taki ng note of the rel evant decisions of operational agencies,
organi zations, programmes and funds of the United Nations system concerning
their participation in a coordinated response to humanitarian energenci es,

Concer ned about the inpedinments created by natural disasters and ot her

energencies to the efforts of the affected countries to achi eve sustai nabl e
devel opnent,
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Recogni zi ng the increasing need for humanitari an assi stance and adequate
financial resources to ensure a pronpt, tinmely and effective response by the
United Nations to humanitarian and natural disasters and other energencies,
both for relief and for the conti nuumto devel opnent,

Recogni zi ng al so the need to strengthen further coordi nation of
humani tari an assistance, in particular in the field, bearing in mnd that
coordi nati on should be field-oriented,

Wel coming the efforts being undertaken in the Inter-Agency Standing
Conmittee to devel op a coherent and conpl enentary approach on the part of the
rel evant operational and devel opnment actors to the continuumrel at ed
activities,

Wel coming also the efforts of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs of
the Secretariat, in particular in the context of the International Decade for
Nat ural Disaster Reduction, to pronpte disaster prevention, mtigation and
pr epar edness measur es,

Noti ng the encouraging results of the operation of the Central Emergency
Revol ving Fund and its increasing utilization by the agenci es,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral of 21 June and
1 Novenber 1994; 1/

2. Takes note of the report of the President of the Econom c and
Soci al Council to the General Assenbly on the infornmal consultations he
conducted in accordance with Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1994/291 of
27 July 1994;

3. Al so takes note of the nmeasures outlined by the Secretary-CGenera
in his report 2/ for strengthening field coordination of humanitarian
assi stance, and acknow edges the need further to devel op and strengthen
system w de coordination, including cooperation anong operational agencies,
t he Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs and non-governnental organizations, in
accordance with the provisions of resolution 46/182, to inprove the capability
for a quick and coordinated response to natural disasters and ot her
energenci es while preserving the non-political, neutral and inpartial
character of humanitarian action

4. Further takes note of the neasures and procedures recomended by
the Inter-Agency Standing Committee regarding the in-country coordinator, and,
with due regard to the provisions of paragraph 39 of the annex to resol ution
46/ 182, requests the Secretary-Ceneral, through the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Council in 1995, to report further on the matter, including the inplications
of those recommendations, taking fully into account the views of Governnents
on those recomendati ons;

1/ A 49/ 177-E/ 1994/ 80 and Corr.1 and Add. 1.
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2/ A 49/ 177-E/ 1994/ 80/ Add. 1, chap. 11.

5. Stresses the need for the Inter-Agency Standing Commttee to serve
as the prinmary nechanismfor inter-agency coordinati on under the |eadership of
t he Emergency Relief Coordinator, to neet frequently and to conduct its
business in a transparent manner, inter alia, through the pronpt di ssem nation
of its concl usions;

6. Acknowl edges the need further to devel op and strengthen the
cooperati on between the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs and ot her concerned
parties to inprove the capability for a quick and coordinated response to
natural disasters and ot her emergencies;

7. Not es that the useful ness of the Central Energency Revol ving Fund
has been fulTy recogni zed by the operational agencies, in particular for
enhancing their capacity to address pronptly the urgent requirenments of the
initial phase of natural disasters and other energencies that require a
system w de response in accordance with resolution 46/ 182;

8. Recogni zes the need to nmaintain an adequate | evel of resources in
the Central Emergency Revol ving Fund, and requests the Energency Relief
Coordi nator, when resources fall belowthis level, to bring the matter to the
attention of the States;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to continue taking nmeasures to
ensure the availabiTity of resources in the Central Emergency Revol ving Fund,

inter alia, by encouraging States to reinburse as a high priority projects
that have been financed fromthe Fund and by requiring operational agencies to
certify that advances fromthe Fund have been drawn in accordance with

resol uti on 46/ 182, establishing the appropriate uses of the Fund;

10. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to explore the feasibility of
seeki ng in-kind donations to neet early emergency requirenents;

11. Al so recogni zes the need to increase the resources available in
the Central Emergency Revolving Fund, including through tinely repaynent of
funds, invites potential donors to nmake additional contributions to the Fund,
and requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue consultations to that effect,
taking fully into account the need to secure contributions to the Fund on an
assured, broad-based and additional basis;

12. Invites the Secretary-CGeneral further to pursue efforts to inprove
and adj ust the technical and procedural functioning of the Central Energency
Revol ving Fund and to expl ore ways and neans for strengthening the
conpl ementarity between the Fund and the individual enmergency funds of
oper ati onal agenci es;

13. Calls upon States to respond qui ckly and generously to
consol i dat ed appeal's for hunmanitarian assistance, taking into account the need
for rapid-response funding as well as rehabilitation and | ong-term assi stance
requi renents;

14. Urges all concerned operational and humanitarian organizations and
agenci es to cooperate and participate fully in the preparation of the
consol i dated appeals in order to ensure the pronpt |aunching of such appeal s,
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based on specific priorities;

15. Requests that in preparing appeals the Departnment of Humanitarian
Af fairs and the agenci es highlight funds borrowed fromthe Central Energency
Revol ving Fund and i ndi cate which projects those borrowed funds supported;

16. Stresses the responsibility of organizations having drawn fromthe
Central Energency Revolving Fund to reinburse the Fund in the first instance
fromthe voluntary contributions received in response to consolidated appeal s,
and urges that resources advanced by the Fund be reinbursed fully and in a
timely manner;

17. Endor ses the recomendati on of the Inter-Agency Standing Comittee
that the arrangenent for financing rapid-response coordination fromthe
i nterest earned by the Central Emergency Revol ving Fund shoul d be conti nued;

18. Urges all operational agencies to collaborate fully with the
Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs, particularly in the early phase of an
energency, in providing sufficient financial and human resources for rapid
coordi nati on arrangenents in order to enhance the rapid-response capability of
the system as a whol g;

19. Stresses the need to create a sound and stable financial basis for
the Department of Humanitarian Affairs, and invites the Secretary-Ceneral to
explore all solutions to achieve an adequate |evel of financing fromthe
regul ar budget;

20. Wl cones the adoption of the Convention on the Safety of United
Nat i ons and Associated Personnel. 3/

93rd pl enary neeting
20 Decenber 1994

B
Participation of volunteers, "White Helnets", in activities of

the United Nations in the field of humanitarian relief,
rehabilitati on and techni cal cooperation for devel opnent

The General Assenbly,

Reaffirmng its resolutions 46/ 182 of 19 Decenber 1991, in particular
the guiding principles enbodied in the annex thereto, 47/168 of
22 Decenber 1992 and 48/ 57 of 14 Decenber 1993

Recal | i ng Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1993/205 of
12 February 1993 and t he agreed concl usions of the coordination segnent of the
Counci | of 1993, 4/ as well as Council decision 1994/291 of 27 July 1994,

3/ Resol uti on 49/ 59, annex.

4/ See O ficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-eighth
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Sessi on, Supplenent No. 3 (A/48/3/Rev.1), chap. I11.

Recalling also its resolutions 45/264 of 13 May 1991 and 48/ 162 of
20 Decenber 1993

Recogni zing, in the light of the increasing nunber and grow ng magnitude
and conplexity of natural disasters and other energencies, the need to utilize
fully the national potential of countries in providing the United Nations, on
a stand-by basis, with support for its activities in the area of humanitarian
energency assistance, as well as in the pronotion of a snooth transition from
relief to rehabilitation, reconstruction and devel opnent,

Al so recogni zi ng the inportance of enhancing the national capacity of
countries in disaster prevention, mtigation and preparedness, as well as the
i nportance of eradication of poverty in devel oping countries, in order to
reduce their vulnerabilities,

Wel comi ng national initiatives, such as the establishnment of a nationa
vol unteer corps called "Wiite Helnets", undertaken in order to strengthen the
stand- by capacity of devel oping countries, to support the United Nations
activities in the area of humanitarian energency assistance, as well as in the
promotion of a smooth transition fromrelief to rehabilitation, reconstruction
and devel oprent,

Further recognizing the role of the United Nations Volunteers, including
in the nobilization of resources oriented towards the provision of
humanitarian relief, rehabilitati on and techni cal cooperation for devel opnent,

1. Notes with satisfaction the initiatives undertaken by the
i nternational community in order to facilitate quick and adequate response to
humani tari an enmergencies and to provide effective support to the
rehabilitati on and devel opnent efforts of affected countries;

2. Encour ages voluntary national and regi onal actions ained at
providing the United Nations system on a stand-by basis, with specialized
human and technical resources for enmergency relief and rehabilitation, and, in
this regard, notes with satisfaction the establishnent, in particular in
devel opi ng countries, of national volunteer corps;

3. Al so encourages those national volunteer corps to develop the
appropriate capabilities in order to cooperate, at the field level and in
their respective area of expertise, with the United Nations system and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, in accordance with the rel evant provisions of
resol ution 46/182 and other relevant United Nations resol utions;

4. Invites Governments to pronote at the national |evel the
devel opnent of innovative financial mechanisnms to fund these national stand-by
capacities, by involving, inter alia, the private sector

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submt a report to the Econonic
and Social Council at its next substantive session incorporating the views
expressed by CGovernnments and appropriate intergovernmental organizations and
rel evant entities within the United Nations system in particular the
Departnment of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat and the United Nations
Vol unt eers, on ways and neans of strengthening national and regional stand-by
arrangenents, including the establishment and full utilization of nationa
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vol unteer corps, in the area of enmergency humanitarian assistance, as well as
in the pronotion of a snooth transition fromrelief to rehabilitation
reconstruction and devel opnent, taking into account existing mandates and
activities of the United Nations system

6. Invites the Secretary-General, in this context, to include in his
report for consideration at the next substantive session of the Econonic and
Social Council the results of his assessment of the potentials of:

(a) The provision by the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs and the
United Nations Volunteers of coordination for activities to be undertaken by
nati onal volunteer corps, including the supportive role of the Resident
Coordi nator at the country |evel;

(b) The establishment of a distinct window within the Speci al
Vol untary Fund of the United Nations Volunteers for channelling funds for
oper ati onal purposes;

(c) The use of databases within the United Nations systemto
coordinate and facilitate the rapid provision of assistance by nationa
vol unteer corps to the United Nations system

(d) Experiences at the national level with regard to, inter alia,
sel ection and training, deploynent, status and security, and the effective
utilization of stand-by arrangenents;

7. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Genera
Assenbly at its fiftieth session on the inplenmentation of the present
resolution, in the context of his annual report on strengthening of the
coordi nati on of energency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations, in
accordance with resol ution 46/182.

93rd pl enary neeting
20 Decenber 1994




