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AGREEMENT
ESTABLI SHI NG
THE CARI BBEAN DI SASTER EMERGENCY RESPONSE AGENCY

THE STATES PARTI ES:

CONSCI QUS that the fragile econom es and ecosystens of Caribbean States are

extremely vul nerable to natural and man-made di sasters;

RECALLI NG that during recent decades may Caribbean States have been
adversely affected by a succession of hurricanes, nanely Barbados (1955); Cuba,
Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica and Haiti (1964); Dom nica and the Dom nican
Republic (1979); Saint Lucia, Haiti and Jammica (1980) and Antigua and Barbuda,
St. Kitts and Nevis and Montserrat (1989);

RECALLI NG FURTHER t he vol canic eruptions in Mrtinique and St. Vincent and
the Grenadi nes (1902); Guadel oupe (1976); St. Vincent and the G enadines (1979)
as well as the earthquakes in Jamaica (1902); Puerto Rico (1918); the Dom ni can
Republic (1946) and Antigua and Barbuda (1974);

M NDFUL that, fromtine to tine, several States of the Caribbean are

subj ect to disastrous floods and | andsli des;

AWARE of the need to conplement the initiatives of the Pan Caribbean
Di saster Preparedness and Prevention Project by establishing a mechani sm anong
Cari bbean States in order to facilitate i medi ate and coordi nated assi stance to

States participating therein in the event of a disaster;

HAVI NG AGREED AS FOLLOWS
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In this Agreenent,

(a) "Cari bbean”

(b) " CARI COV'

(c) " Coordi nat or "
(d) "di saster™
(e) "national Relief
(f) "Participating
St at e”
(9) "State"”
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Article 1

Definitions

unl ess the context otherw se requires:

means the territories of Menmber Countries of
the Pan Caribbean D saster Preparedness and

Prevention Project.

nmeans the Cari bbean Comrunity;

means the Disaster Emer gency  Response

Coor di nat or appoi nted pursuant to Article 7;

nmeans the sudden event attributable directly
and solely either to the operation of the
forces of nature or to human intervention or
to both of them and characterised by
wi despread destruction of l|ives or property
acconpani ed by extensive dislocation of public
servi ces, but excluding events occasi oned by

war, mlitary confrontation or m smanagenent;

means t he gover nment al agency
organi sation"charged with responsibility for

di saster relief nmanagenent;

nmeans a State party to this
Agreenment and "affected Participating State”
nmeans such a State in the territory of which a

di saster has occurred;

i ncl udes a dependent political entity of the
Car i bbean.
Article 2
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Est abl i shment of the Agency

The Cari bbean Di saster Enmergency Response Agency (herein-after referred to

as "the Agency") is hereby established with the nmenbership, structure, powers and

functions herein set forth.

Article 3
Menber shi p

Menbership of the Agency shall be open to -

(a)

(b)

the States listed in the Annex to this Agreement; and
other States admitted to nenbership thereof in accordance wth

Article 32.

Article 4

Obj ecti ves

The Agency shall have the follow ng objectives:

(a)

(b)

(c)

to make an i medi ate and coordi nated response by neans of energency

disaster relief to an affected Participating State;

to secure, coordinate and channel to interested inter-governnmenta
and non-governnental organisations reliable and conprehensive

i nformati on on disasters affecting a Participating State,;

to mobilise and coordinate disaster relief from governnental and

non- governnental organi sations for affected Participating States,;
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(d) to mtigate or elinmnate, as far as practicable, the imediate

consequences of disasters in Participating States;
(e) to promote the establishnent, enhancement and mai ntenance on a

sust ai nabl e basi s adequate emergency di saster response capabilities

among the Menbers of the Agency.

Article 5

Organs of the Agency

The Agency shall have the followi ng Organs with the powers and fucntions

specified in this Agreenent:

(a) The Counci |

(b) The Board of Directors; and

(c) The Coordinating Unit.

Article 6

The Counci |
1. The Council shall consist of the Heads of Covernnment of the Participating
St at es.
2. Every member of the Council shall be entitled to nom nate any other person

to represent that menmber at neetings of the Council

3. The Council shall neet in ordinary session at |east once in every cal endar
year and shall convene in extraordinary sessions at the request of three-quarters

of the nenbership of the Agency.

1
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4. Subj ect to the provisions of paragraph 3 of this Article, the Council shall

regul ate its own procedure.

Article 7

Function of the Council

The Council shall:

(a) determ ne the policy of the Agency;

(b) determ ne the organisation with which the Agency may establish
functional relationships;

(c) appoint the Disaster Energency Reponse Coordinator on the
recommendati on of the Board of Directors;

(d) desi gnate such national disaster relief organisations as it may deem
expedi ent as Sub-Regi onal Disaster Enmergency Response Operational
Units with the prior consent of the Government of the Participating
St at es concer ned;

(e) approve the budgets of the Agency and the contributions of
Participating States thereto;

(f) perform such other functions as it nmay deem necessary or expedient
to achieve the objectives of the Agreement.

Article 8
The Board of Directors
1. The Board of Directors shall consist of the heads of national disaster

relief organisations of Participating States, with the Coordinator as its

Chai r man.
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2. The Chairman shall convene the neetings of the Board of Directors which
shall neet at |east once in every calendar year. The Chairman shall convene
extraordi nary neetings of the Board at the request of not |ess than one-half of

its nmenbers.

3. Subj ect to the foregoing provisions, the Board of Directors shall regulate

its own procedure.

Article 9

Functions of the Board of Directors

The Board of Directors shall

(a) establish procedures for nobilising national resources to provide

assistance in a tinely and efficaci ous manner;

(b) establish a system for maintaining and sharing inventories of
criticial resources likely to be needed by Participating States in

the event of a disaster

(c) establish arrangements for rapidly accessing financial resources to
cover the cost of nobilisation in the event of disaster in a

Participating State,;

(d) establish and mamintain systenms for facilitating the novenent of
resources originating in or transiting a Participating State having

regard to the requirenments of inmgration and custonms authorities;
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(e) establish pro forma lists of the likely requirenents of

Participating States in the event of disaster;

(f) establish standards and procedures for the fair and equitable
depl oyment of resources made avail able by Participating States in

response to a disaster;

(9) determnine the standard and procedures for a phased triggering of the

di saster response nechani sm

(h) assess the contributions of Participating States to the
adm ni strative budget of the Agency and the Enmergency Assistance
Fund referred to in Article 25 and nmake recommendations to the
Counci | ;

(i) perform such other functions as the Council may deterni ne.

Article 10
The Coordinating Unit

The Coordinating Unit shall be the adnministrative headquarters of the

Agency and it shall be |located in such place as the Council shall decide.

The Coordi nator shall be the Chief Administrative Oficer of the Agency

and shall act in that capacity at all neetings of the Council.

The appoi ntment of the Coordinator shall be for a termnot exceeding five

years and he nmay be re-appointed.

The Coordi nator shall make an annual report to the Council on the work of

t he Agency.

a
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The Coordi nator shall appoint the staff of Unit. In particular, he shal

appoint a Deputy Disaster Emergency Response Coordi nator (hereinafter
referred to as “the Deputy Coordinator”) who shall be appoi nted from anong
persons with experience of, and shown capacity in, matters relating to
energency relief operations, social welfare or admnistration. The Deputy
Coordi nator shall serve for a period not exceeding two years and he may be

re- appoi nt ed.

The paranmpunt consideration in the recruitnment and appoi ntment of staff in
the Coordinating Unit and in the determ nation of their conditions of
service shall be the need to ensure the highest standards of conpetence,
efficiency and integrity. Subject to this consideration, due regard shal

be paid to the inportance of recruiting staff on as w de a geographi cal

basi s as possible.

In the performance of their duties the Coordinator and his staff shall not
seek or receive instructions from the Covernnent of any Participating
State or fromany source external to the Agency. They shall refrain from
any action which may reflect adversely on their positions as internationa

officials responsible only to the Agency.

Participating States undertake to respect the international character of
the responsibilities of the Coordinator and his staff and not seek to

i nfluence themin the discharge of their duties.

Subj ect to the approval of the Board of Directors, the Coordinator shal
establish the ternms and conditions of service of the staff of the
Coordi nating Unit.
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Article 11

Functions of the Coordinating Unit

In addition to any other functions which may be allocated to it by the

Council or the Board of Directors, the Coordinating Unit Shall

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

devel op and nmaintain a reliabl e danage assessnment system and procedures to

facilitate rapid and effective evaluation of a national disaster

develop and maintain a conprehensive and reliable data base of key
rel evant resources (persons, facilities, equipnment supplies) and a system
for updating it;

establish, equipt and maintain an enmergency operations system capabl e of
handl i ng emergency tel ecomunications and facilitating coordination of

enmergency responses invol ving many services, supplies and facilities;

establish and maintain an efficient and reliable system of conmunications
wi th sub-regional operational focal points in order to facilitate the
mobi | i sati on, deployment and coordination of disaster response supplies

and services;

establish arrangements with regional airlines and shipping lines in order
to ensure access to their facilities on a priority basis in the event of a

di saster;

establish arrangements with regional nmedia houses designed to ensure the

di ssem nation of reliable informati on on national disasters to the public;

establish arrangenents with CARI COM Conmittees of Anbassadors in various
metropolitan centres in oder to ensure the dissem nation to them of
reliable information on national disasters in Menber States and to enli st
their cooperation in nobilising disaster relief resources on a timely and

structured basis;
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(n)
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(p)
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establish and maintain a reliable system of communications with the heads
of national relief organisations and ensure that their disaster response

capabilities are maintained at agreed |evels of operational efficiency;

establish and maintain relations with international relief organisations
in order to facilitate accessing of their resources in the event of a

di saster;

nmobi | i se and organi se technical assistance frominterested national and
i nternational bodies to assist in the devel opment of disaster response

capabilities of Participating States;

provide a clearing house for relevant information and intelligence in al
matters relating to disasters including current research being undertaken

in all related regional institutions;

on the basis of a distress call or on such other basis as may be agreed
and in consultation w th, Sub-Regional Disaster Response Operational

Units, trigger the mechani sm

provi de assistance on request to the heads of national relief

organi sations in the event of a disaster

liaise with the disciplined forces of the sending States both in the
pl anni ng and response stage of any operation nounted after the activation
of the triggering nmechanism

revi ew periodically disaster response capabilities of Participating States
and ensure that resources identified for the purpose are imediately

available in the event of disasters in Participating States;

prepare the adm nistrative and emergency budgets of the Agency for

subm ssion to the Board of Directors.

1
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Article 12
Sub- Regi onal Di saster Energency

Response Operational Units

VWere, pursuant to paragraph (d) of Article 7, the Council has designated
Sub- Regi onal Di saster Energency Response Operational Units, such bodies

shal |l :

acqui re and maintain on an updated basis conprehensive informtion on the
facilities and services available in each of the Participating

States for which they bear responsibility;

mai ntain and test on a regul ar basis communi cations with the Coordinating
Unit and with critical response agencies under the control of

nati onal relief organisations;

mai ntai n i ndependent fuel and power supplies and ensure that relevant
physical facilities are in a condition to wthstand a mjor

di saster;

keep and maintain at the operational focal point in serviceable and
optimal working condition an equi pnent package contai ni ng essenti al
items determned by the Board of Directors, subject to the approval
of the Council

In making a designation referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, the
Council shall identify the States for which the Sur-Regional Disaster

Response Operational Unit concerned shall have responsibility.
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Article 13
Undertaki ng of Participating States

W thout prejudice to the requirement to discharge any other obligations assuned

under

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

or in connection with this Agreenent, Participating States undertake:

to establish or mintain, as the case my be, national relief
organi sations capable of responding swiftly, effectively and in a

coordi nated manner to disasters in Participating States;

to establish energency disaster planning groups and define national

policies and priorities in the event of disasters;

provide national relief organisations with adequate support including
named energency coordinators, liaison officers with key Mnistries,

emergency services, utilities and the |iKke;

to task the naned agencies (including the energency services, Health and
Public Wrks) and their coordinators wth specific functions and
responsibilities to ensure the developnment of an adequate response

capability to support national disaster action

to define the role and functions of key agencies such as the Security
Services, Health and Public Wrks in disaster enmergency response
managenment and establish a system for regular review of their procedures

for coordi nated response;

establish and equip a suitable energency operations centre capable of
handl i ng emergency tel ecommuni cati ons and coordi nati ng energency response

i nvol ving many services;
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(0)
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devel op and maintain an emergency tel ecommuni cati ons system based on the
nost appropriate technology to ensure the coordination of energency
operations involving the energency services nentioned above as well as

voluntary private sector services;

establish and strengthen procedures for coping with najor disaster threats
and scenarios and review systens for treating the procedures by drills and

si mul ati ons;

to review and rationalise |legal arrangenents for disaster mtigation and

enmer gency action;

to review and catal ogue past disaster events and |list credible future
enmergency event scenarios and identify and nmap areas with special problens

like flood prone and | andslide prone areas;

to establish data bases of key resources, both human and material, and a
system for keeping themcurrent and to conputerise and integrate theminto

an aut omat ed energency information system

to develop, in collaboration with conmpetent governnental agencies, an
enmergency shelter policy progranme involving the full participation of

| ocal officials in conmunity-based organisations;

to develop and review a system for comunity participation, |[|oca

nobi | i sati on and counter disaster action in the event of isolation

to develop strategies for |oss reduction in the public and private sectors

focussing on vital economic activities and life-line activities like water

suppl y;

to develop a system and procedures for damage assessment in order to

facilitate rapid and effective post inpact evaluation
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to develop and inplement a conprehensive disaster public awareness,
i nformati on and education progranme involving nmedia houses, schools,
voluntary agencies and other institutions in order to ensure public

participation and comunity involvenment in the disaster nmanagenent system

devel op and i nmpl ement appropriate training programes for persons involved

in the disaster managenment system

identify and seek participation in bilateral and nultilateral technica
cooperation programmes designed to develop disaster management

capabilities;

to identify, mamintain in a state of readiness and make available
i medi ately on request by the Coordinator relevant material and human

resources in the event of disaster

Article 14
Rel ati ons with Gover nnent and

Non- Gover nnental | nstitutions

The Agency mmy concl ude agreenents with Governnmental, Inter-Governnenta
and Non- Governmental Organisations or Agencies in order to achieve the

obj ectives of the Agency.

Unl ess the Council decides otherw se, the Coordi nator may negoti ate and

concl ude such Agreenments on behal f of the Agency.

Article 15

Di sci pli ned Forces

VWere, in response to a request for assistance by any Participating
State, nenbers of the disciplined forces are despatched to any part of
the territory of the requesting State, designate a Special Coordinator

from anong the senior officers of such forces, acting after consultation
i
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with the Chiefs of Staff or Commandi ng Officers of the disciplined

forces concerned.

The Speci al Coordinator shall be charged with responsibility for
coordi nating the disaster relief efforts of the disciplined forces to

the Participating State concerned for the purpose.

No menber of the disciplined forces shall be despatched to the territory
of an affected Participating State wi thout the express prior consent of

that State.

In the absence of a contrary agreenent between the requesting State and
the sending State to that effect, nmenbers of the disciplined forces of
the sending State shall be under the control and disciplinary authority

of their commandi ng officer

Article 16

Direction and Control of Assistance

Subj ect to paragraph 2 of this Article, the overall direction, control
coordi nati on and supervision of assistance despatched to a requesting
State shall be the responsibility within its territory of the requesting

St at e.

VWere the assistance froma sending State involves personnel other than
di sci plined forces, the sending State shall designated in consultation
with the requesting State the person who should be in charge of, retain
i medi at e operational supervision over the personnel, equipnment and
supplies provided by it. The person so designated shall exercise such
supervi sion in cooperation with the conpetent authorities of the

requesting State.
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The requesting State shall provide to the extent of its capabilities
local facilities and services for proper and efficient adm nistration of
conmuni cati ons assistance. In particular, the requesting State shal
ensure that any ground stations brought into its territory for the

pur pose of rendering assistance shall be duly licensed to transmt and
receive information in accordance with its domestic [ aws and

regul ati ons.

In the absence of a contrary agreenent, ownership of equi pnent and
mat eri al s despatched to the requesting State by a sending State during
peri ods of assistance shall be unaffected and their prompt return shal

be ensured.

The requesting State shall ensure the protection of personnel, equipnent
and materials brought into its territory for the purpose of rendering

assistance in the event of a disaster.

Article 17
Competent Authorities and Contract Points

In the absence of a contrary indication formParticipating State the
conpetent authority and contact point to make requests for and accept
of fers of assistance in the event of a disaster shall be the head of the

nati onal relief organisation.

Contact points and a focal point within the Coordinating Unit shall be

made avail abl e conti nuously.

The Coordinating Unit shall regularly and expeditiously provide
Participating States and rel evant international organisations with the

information referred to an paragraphs 1 ans 2 of this Article.

1
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Article 18
Confidentiality and Public Statenents

1. Participating States shall respect the confidentiality of any
confidential information becom ng available to themin connection with
assi stance requested in the event of a disaster. Such information shal

be used exclusively for the purpose of the assistance agreed upon

2. The sending State shall use its best endeavours to coordinate with the
requesting State before releasing information to the public on the

assi stance provided in connection with a disaster

Article 19

Costs of Providing Assistance

Except as mmy ot herwi se be agreed between them the expenses incurred by a
sending State in providing assistance to a requesting State shall be defrayed

by the sending State.

Article 20

Terni nati on of Assistance

1. The Coordinator shall, subject to paragraph 2 of this Article, in
consultation with the requesting State, determine the period of response

to a disaster.

2. The requesting or sending State may, at any tinme, after appropriate
consul tation and by notification in witing request the term nation of

assi stance provided or received under this Agreenent.

3. Upon a request being nmade in that behalf, the parties concerned shal
consult with each other to make arrangements for the termnation of the

assi st ance.
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Article 21
Privileges, Immunities and Facilities

to be accorded a Sending State and its Personne

The requesting State shall accord to personnel of the sending State and
personnel acting on its behalf the necessary privileges, imunities and
facilities for the performance of their functions in rendering

assi st ance.

Subject to prior notification by the sending State and acceptance by the
requesting State of the personnel of the sending State or personne

acting on its behalf, the requesting State shall

grant to such personnel immunity from arrest, detention and |ega
process including crimnal, civil and adm nistrative jurisdiction
of the requesting State, in respect of acts or omi ssions in the

performance of their functions in rendering assistance;

grant to such personnel exenption fromtaxes, duties or other charges,
in respect of the performance of their functions in rendering
assistance, as is accorded to diplomatic personnel in accordance

with international |aw

facilitate the entry into, stay in and departure fromits territory of

personnel so notified and accepted.
The requesting State shall
accord the sending State exenption fromtaxes, duties or other charges

on equi prrent and property brought into the territory of the requesting

State by the sending State for the purpose of rendering assistance;
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(b) confer immunity from seizure, attachment or Requisition of such
equi prment and property and ensure they return to the sending

St at e.

4, Nothing in this Article shall require the requesting State to accord its
nati onal s or permanent residents the privileges and i munities provided

for in paragraph 2 (b) of this Article.

5. Al'l persons enjoying privileges and immunities under this Article have a
duty to respect the |law and regul ati ons of the requesting State and

shall not interfere in the donestic affairs of the requesting State.

Article 22

Transit of personnel, equipnent and Property

Participating States shall, at the request of the requesting State or the
sending State, take all neasures necessary to facilitate the transit through
their territory of duly notified personnel, equipnment and property involved in

rendering assistance to and fromthe requesting State.

Article 23

Cl ai ms and Conpensati on

1. Participating States shall cooperate in order to facilitate the

settl ement or |egal proceedings and clainms under this Article.

2. In the absence of a contrary agreenent, the requesting State shall, in
respect of death to the environnent caused within its territory or under
its control or jurisdiction in the course of providing the assistance

request ed:

(a) not bringing any | egal proceedi ngs agai nst the sending State or persons

or other legal entities acting on its behalf;

1
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(b) assunme responsibility for dealing with | egal proceedi ngs and cl ai ms
brought by third parties against the sending State or agai nst
persons or other legal entities acting on its behalf except in

cases of wlful m sconduct or gross negligence;

(c) hold the sending State or persons or other legal entities acting on its
behal f harm ess in respect of |egal proceedings referred to in

sub- paragraph (b) hereof;

(d) conpensate the sending State or persons or other legal entities acting
on its behalf for death or injury to personnel of the sending
State or persons or other legal entities acting on its behalf and
for loss of or damage to non-consumabl e equi pnent or materials
related to the assistance except in cases of wilful msconduct or
gross negligence by individuals causing the death, injury or |oss

or dammage.

3. Nothing in the Article shall be construed to prevent conpensation or
i ndermi ty avail abl e under any applicable international agreement or
national law of a Participating State nor to require the requesting
State to apply paragraph 2 of this Article, in whole or in part, to its

nati onal s or permanent residents.

Article 24
The Adm nistrative Budget

1. The Agency shall establish an adm nistrative budget, the funds of which
shall br used to defray the ordinary expenses incurred in admnistering

its affairs.

2. Participating States shall contribute to the adm nistrative budget on
accordance with a scale of assessnent to be deternined by the Board of

Directors and approved by the Council

m
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The adm nistrative budget shall be established on a biennial basis and
the Coordi nator shall cause the accounts of the Agency to be audited

annual |y by external auditors approved by the Board of Directors.

The report of the auditors shall be presented by the Coordinator to the
Board of Directors as soon as practicable for the consideration and

approval of the Board.

The Coordi nator, with the approval of the board of Directors, shal

establish financial regulations for the Agency.

Article 25

Emer gency Assi stance Fund

The Agency shall establish an Energency Assistance Fund (hereinafter in
the Article referred to as “the Fund”) which shall be used solely to
defray expenses incurred in connection with the rendering of assistance

in the event of a disaster occurring in a Participating State.

Participating States shall contribute to the Fund in accordance with a
scal e of assessnment to be determ ned by the Board of Directors and

approved by the Counci l

The Coordinator may accept contributions to the Fund from sources
external to the Agency on such conditions as may be prescribed by them
and agreed by the Board of Directors but w thout discrimnation as to

the Participating States to receive such assistance.

The Coordi nator shall cause the accounts of the Fund to be audited

annual ly by the auditors referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 24.

Par agraph 4 of Article 24 shall apply for the purposes of the Fund.
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Article 26

Privileges and Imunities of the Agency

1. The Agency shall have international |egal personality and such | ega
capacity as may be necessary for the exercise of its functions and the

fulfillment of its objectives.

2. The Agency, its property and assets shall enjoy in the territories of
the Participating States imunity fromlegal process except to the
extent that the Agency waives this immunity expressly in any particul ar

case.

3. The property and assets of the Agency in Participating States wherever
| ocated and by whonsoever held shall be inmmune from search, requisition
confiscation, appropriation or any other form of seizure by executive or

| egi sl ative action.

4. The property and assets of the Agency shall be exenpt fromrestrictions,

regul ati ons, controls and noratoria of any Kkind.

5. The archives of the Agency, wherever |ocated, shall be inviolable.
Proprietary data, confidential information and personnel records shal

not be placed in archives open to public inspection

6. In respect of its official conmunications the Agency shall be accorded
by each Participating State treatment no | ess favourabl e than that

accorded by that State to other international organisations.

Article 27

Representatives and Staff of the Agency

Representatives of Participating States attendi ng meetings of the Council of
the board of directors and the Coordi nator and other staff of the Unit shal

enjoy in the Territory of each Participating State:
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imunity fromlegal process with respect to acts perforned by themin
t he exercise of their functions, except to the extent that the
State which they represent or the Agency as appropriate expressly

wai ves this immnity in any particul ar case;

where they are not nationals of that Participating State, the same
exenptions fromimm gration restrictions, alien registration
requi rements and national service obligations, the same facilities
as regards exchange restrictions and the sane treatnent in respect
of travelling facilities as are accorded by that Participating
State to the representatives, officials and enpl oyees of

conpar abl e rank of other Participating States.

Article 28

Exempti ons from Taxes and Custons Duties

The Agency, its assets and property, its incone, and its operations and
transactions within the contenplation of this Agreement, shall be exenpt
fromall direct taxation and goods inported or exported for its officia
use shall be exempt fromall custons duties. The Agency shall not claim
exenption fromtaxes which are no nore than charges for services

render ed.

Wher e purchases of goods or services of substantial value necessary for
the official activities of the Agency are made by or on behalf of the

Agency, and where the price of such goods or services includes taxes or
duties, appropriate neasures shall, to the extent practicable, be taken
by Participating States to grant exenptions from such taxes or duties or

provi de for their reinbursement.

Goods inported or purchased under an exenption provided for in this
Arctic shall not be sold or otherw se disposed of in the territory of

the Participating State granting the exenptions, except under conditions
i
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agreed with that Participating State granting the exenptions, except

under conditions agreed with that Participating Menber State.

No tax shall be levied by anticipating States or in respect of salaries
and ot her enmoluments paid or any other form of paynment made by the
Agency to the Coordinator and staff of the Agency as well as experts

performng mssions for the Agency, not being their nationals.
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Article 29
Suspension of Rights and Privil eges of Menbership

1. A Participating State which is in arrears in the paynent of its
financial contribution to the adm nistrative budget of the Agency shal
have no vote in the Council or the board of Directors if the amount of
the arrears equals or exceeds the anount of the contributions due from

it for the preceding two financial years.

2. A Participating State which has grossly and persistently violated the
obl i gations assumed under this Agreenent may be suspended fromthe

exercise of the rights and privileges of nenbership by the Council

3. A determination within the neani ng of paragraph 2 of this Article shal

be made by the Counci l

Article 30

Settl ement of Disputes

In the absence of a contrary agreenment between the parties concerned, al
di sputes arising fromor in connection with the interpretation or application

of this Agreement shall be settles by the Council

Article 31

Signhature and Ratification

The Agreement shall be open for signature by the States listed in the Annex to
this Agreenent and shall be subject to ratification in accordance with their

respecti ve constitutional procedures.
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Article 32

Entry into Force

Thi s Agreenent shall enter into force when Instruments of Ratification
have been deposited by at |east seven of the States listed in the Annex

to this Agreenment including Barbados, Jamaica and Trini dad and Tobago.

Any ot her Caribbean State not listed in the Annex to this Agreenent may
apply to become a nenber of the Agency. Applications for nenbership
shall be submitted to the Coordinating Unit. Adm ssion to menbership of
t he Agency shall be determ ned by the Council on the recommendati on of

the board of Directors.

A State admitted to nenbership in accordance with paragraph 2 of this
Article shall deposit an appropriate Instrument of Accession with the
CARI COM Secretariat before beconmng entitled to enjoy the privileges of

menber shi p of the Agency.

Article 33
Depositary

The original of this Agreenment and any anendnments thereto shall be
deposited with the CARI COM Secretari at .

The Secretary-General of CARI COM shall notify the Coordinating Unit of
t he Agency of the Deposit of Instrunents of Ratification or Accession

as the case may be.

Article 34

Anmendnent s

Any Participating State may propose anendnents to this Agreenent.

a
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Any proposal for an anendment to this Agreement shall be submitted to
the Coordinating Unit which shall transmit it to the Board of Directors

with it is comments.

The Board of Directors shall consider the proposal together with the
comments of the Coordinating Unit and make a reconmendation to the
Counci | .

The Council shall consider the proposal for anendnment and may adopt it

with such nodifications as it deenms necessary.

Amendnments shall enter into force when ratified by all Participating

St at es.

Article 35

Denunci ati on and Wt hdr awal

Any Participating State may denounce this Agreenent and w thdraw from

t he Agency.

Any Participating State wishing to withdraw from the Agency shall give
to the Coordinating Unit twelve nonths’ notice of its intention to do so
and the Coordinator shall immediately notify the other Participating

St at es.

The notice nentioned in paragraph 2 of this Article nmay be withdrawn at

any time prior to the date on which withdrawal is to take effect.

A Participating State withdrawing fromthe Agency shall honour any
financial obligations duly assuned by it during the period of its

menber shi p.
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Article 36

Provi si onal Application

Seven or nore of the Participating States listed in the Annex to this
Agreenent includi ng Barbados, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago, may, upon
signature, or at any l|later date before this Agreement enters into force,

declare their intention to apply it provisionally.

Upon any such decl aration, the Secretary-Ceneral of CARI COM shal

convene an inaugural mneeting of the Council
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